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CENTRAL ASlA AFTER THE 

M ON GOL INV ASION­
ISLAM.AND SEDENTARY LIFE 

As A CONSEQUENCE* 
* ÔZ'l(.9/9\[İZÇjf* 

TOBIJIIJJIOJI 

M ouroJibiH ôaüJI~au ~aryyJiaJibiH ~apaaxı, 
~yu.ı:.· Al u ~Yp ~yu Hb ôoJiox JiaJibiH mamuu ôa 

CyypiDHM3JI a~ T 9p9X ec 
lll 

8 3KaHH3r H 
83KaH J.13rn H1> yr eıyy.tı9.11A33 MOHfO.tlbiH 6aiitAAaH Aaryy.tıaAblf 

AyliA A3Miiı:H y.tıc Tapr-ıiiı:H, yrcaaTHbt, Hr.ıiiı:rMr-ıiiı:H 6yr::ıQ6o.tıoH mawr-ıH 

wyr.tı:>r 33p:>rr X3pX3H He.tıee.tıc:ı-rnılı:r C}'AaAcaH 6aiiı:Ha. 3ox:ı;ıo.tı'J 

C}'AaAraamıxaa 3X3HA MOHfOAbiH 6aiiı:AAaH Aaryy.tıaAbiH 9MH9X AyliA 

A3r.ı 6o.tıoH 1'ypKUcraHA aMı.Aaptı 6aiiı:caH ıyp::ır oaor aiiı:MryyADIH 

ra3ap HYTI1ifılı: Hb. TOAopxoılı:AooA, y.tıMaap MOHroA 6aiiıAAaH ,<J,aryy.tıaA 

Hb 3Af33p ra3ap H}'TryyAoiH yrcaaTHbl 6yr::ıl.l ,TOITOAQOOHA x:>px:>H 

He.tıee.tıc:ı-rnılı:r eıyy.tl)K33. J.13rn eıyy.tı:ıAwiiı:Hx:ı:ı AapaaxH X3C3IT 14 p 

3YJHaac XOMW MOHfOA'l)'YA HJTI11MH 'f\'P3f apA ıyM3H 60AOH AaAbJH 

wawr-ıHTaiiı: x:>px:ıH 30)Gfl:(O)K, na:>K xapMAQaH He.tıeelıJ:(çeH 6:ı 1'3A3r 

acyyAAuir aaıı Y333A, JIAaHıyna AOrAOH TeMep 6o.tıoH 1yyımılı: 

3aAraM:>KAaNA'btH YeA 6o.tıcoH yılı:A JIBMYYALırcy,<J,ııJıaııı 6aiiı:Ha. 

• "Central Asia after the Mongol Jnvasion-Islam and Sedentary Life as a 
Consequence", Hacettepe Bıı/letin of Social Scieııces aııd Hımıanities, V/1 (1973) pp. 
43-56 
.. Prof. Dr., Hacettepe University, Faculty of Letters. 

nı e Mo11gols • Ankara: Republic of Turkey Ministıy of Culture o nd Tourism, 2006 



Tire Mongols 

In the period after the Mangolian conquest of Central 
Asia we see not only a change in the political situation but 
alsa a change in the ethnic ·composition of the population 
and a change in the way of life which is later evidenced by a 
sedentaıy population. 

In this paper, I want to deal with the situation before 
and after the Mor:ıgolian conquest. Here, we encounter the 
fallawing questions: 1. What happened to the Turkish peo­
ples and tribes who occupied this area during the time of the 
Karakhanids and the Khorezmshahs? We do not find most 
of them later. 2. How did the Mangolian tribes who came 
with the conquest become Turkicized in language and in cul­
ture? This is obvious at Timur's time. 3. How did these no­
madic peoples become sedentary? 

In 'a11swering these questions, let us first look at the loca­
tion of the Turkish tribes in Central Asia before the Mango­
lian conquest. 

W e will deal with the Oghuz fust. In the first half of the 
tenth century, the Oghuz were living in the area between the 
Caspian sea and Farab, the Turkish name of which is Qara­
chuq. In the eleventh century they were living in lsfijab-­
Sayram--in the Syr Darya region and in the steppes north of 
this river.1 With the spread of Islam among the Oghuz same 
of th~m -s;arted to become sedentary. The sedentary Ogh~z 
did nl;>fparticipate on a large scale in the political actions 
and mlgrations of the namadie conquest.2 We could answer 
the question of w hat happened to them after this conquest as 
follows: same of them died during the Mangolian invasion; 
same of them were taken prisoner; and anather part fled to 
Khorasan.3 When the Mongols started to spread into Iran, 
the Oghuz in this region migrated to Asia Minor.4 The 
Oghuz, who had been living in Manqishlaq since the tenth 
·century, were not affected by this invasion. However, they 
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ö.lzgi: Central Asia afler the Mongol Invasion ... 

first became subjects of the I<hans of the Golden Horde and 
then of the I<hans of Khiva. . 

During the Kök Türk period The Kirghiz were living in 
the region of the Abaqan River beyond the Kögmen motın­
tains- the Sayan mountains-5• Thereafter, they invaded the 
Uighur and took the region of the Or~on River. When the 
Karakhitai attacked them, they withdrew to their original 
habitat.6 

The Chigil were living according to Hudud al-alem in 
the northwest ofIssık Köl. Gradually acquiring more impor­
tance, they became a separate and independent tribe in the 
eleventh century? Kashghari says that they had three 
branches.8 Today, there are four villages in Asia Minor called 
Chigil. This may indicate that a part of the Chigil came to 
Asia Minor with the Mangolian invasion. 

The Yaghma in the tenth ~entury were living in the re­
gion of Kashgar and northwest of there. The leader of this 
tribe bore the title of Bughral. Because of this title, Barthold 
believed that the Karakhanids belonge4 to the Yaghma.9 

The Karluk, Argu and Tuhsi were living in the Chu Val-
ley.ıo . 

Having dealt w ith the main tribes of the Turkish peoples 
in Central Asia, let us look at Turkestan as a whole. 

As a general term, Turkestan has in modem times been 
applied to the whole region stretching from the Amu Derya 
to the Inner Asian monntains and deserts. West of Turkestan 
there were peoples such as Soghdians, I<hworezmians and 
Tocharians. In the east,. the region of the Syr Darya, Issik Köl 
and Semirechia G~tisu or Yedisu) were the habitats of Tur~-

. ish peoples as we have seen above. Because of the Iranian 
peoples of the west, it could be said that prior to the Mango­
lian invasion Turkestan in the modem sense of the term, was 
not a !and of the Turk. The Soghdians, especially, had estab-
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lished merchant colonies in all the Central Asian cities as far 
as China. Because of.this fact, many Turkish cities were con­
sidered lranian. But we see in M. Kashghari, that as early as 
the eleventh century the Soghdians in Transoxania and the 
Kenjek and Khotanese in Eastem Turkestan had already be­
gun to speak Turkish in addition to their own Iranian lan­
guages.11 A majority of people living among the Soghdians 
were converted by '!:hem to Islam. The Soghdians, Tocharians 
and Khorezmians at the same time began to use the Turkish 
language.12 ~ashghari calls Transoxania a land of the Turk. 
When telling about the reconquest of this region from the 
Soghdians in which his father had also participated, he 
speaks of the cities Semiz-kend, Tashkent, Shash, Özkend 
and Tunkend. He further says that these cities were Turkish, 
that they had been built by the Turks, and that the Turks had 
also given them their names. lt was only later that Persian 
~uence began to make itself felt. In the words of Kashghari 
"With the increase of the Fars-Tajikin in these regions they 
seem ~ike Aj~m cities."13 Jemal Qarshi, who wrote around 
1300, speaks of such places as Ferghana and Evliya Ata as 
having had Turkish rulers from as early as the second half of 
the thirteenth ce·ntury. The epitaphs of these rulers are writ­
ten in Arabic, but in the epitaph of Munmush Tegin, ruler of 
Khotan. there isa Turkish sentence at the end.14 

.ı?ı.s We have seen above, by" the time of the Mongolian 
v' 

invasio~ Central Asia was already mainly a land of the Turk. 
But, as the result of the Arab invasion, non-Turkish peoples 
had long dominated the westem part of it. This invasion had 
had the effect of putting the Turks into contact with Islam 
and· they had the opportunity to leam the principles of Islam 
in more detail. While, it is true that the Turks had received 
Islam from the Arabs and were affected by Islamic civiliza­
tion, nevertheless they kept their identity, and in the thir­
teenth century, even in westem Central Asia, they had 
Turkicized the Arab invaders. Yaqut writes that in the be-
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6. lzgi: Central Asia afler tlıe Mongol Invasion ... 

ginning of the thirteenth century, the Khworezmians had 
became Turks in physical appearance and moral values and 
that this was a result of mixing with the Turks from early 
times:15 

When we look at the results the Mongolian invasion, 
we see first, that the Tajik were driven out to Kabul, Ghazna, 
and northem India and · that a part of them was sent to 
northwest China. The Turks who were li:Ving in northem 
Turkestan, and in the region of the T'ien Shan, that is, in 
such places as Yaghma, Karluk, Chigil, Argu and Tuhsi, had 
to give UP. their territory to the İl.omadic groups coming from 
the east. These Turkish tribes migrated to Transoxania and 
Kashgharia.16 As we know, since Chinggis Khan's conquest, 
we hear no more of Turks in Turkestan. They were then ei­
ther driven out and dispersed, or . if any did remain, they 
changed their own name for that of the conquerorsP Most of 
Central Asia had been given to Chaghadai. Here, the Baru­
las, Jalayir, Dughlat and Arulat tribes had their quarters in 
the former territories of the Turks. The son of Chaghadai, 
Ögedei, and Jochi, not heeding the divisions made by 
Chinggis, had their own struggles for acquiring more land. 
In order to prevent political disintegration between the two 
Qurultai 's, there w as an agreement in the territorial composi­
tion, of the Ulus'es.ıs 

As a result of this change some of the Turkish tribes who 
had migrated to Transoxania and Kashgaria may have come 
down to the planes, and some of them may even have settled 
in the vicinity of dties and forgotten their dan names. This 
could have led to the fact that the Mongolian speaking no­
rnadic groups that had corne to Transoxania with and after 
the Mongolian invasion were speaking Turkish in the second 
half of the fourteenth century.19 According to Togan, the ma­
jority of them even settled in villages and cities, but more 
evidence is needed to support his theory. 
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When the invasion w as over, we see the change of habi­
tats of tribes an~ new Mengolian Ulus'es. But there was stil a 
very important problem. This was a clash between the sed-

. entary Muslim Turks in Transoxania and Kashghar and the 
Chinggisid and their nomads, who had the support of the 
Buddhist, Christian and Shamanist Tu~k in the region of 
Semirechye and Ughuristan. That is, this was a clash be­
tween Muslims and Turks and a non-Turkish sedentary 
population; and the Buddhist and Shamanist nomadic 
Turco-Mongolian traditions.2o 

But, on the other hand, Mongols were under the influ­
ence of the sedentary Turks and as well as of Islam and its 
religious orders. These religious orders such as the Yasaviye 
were mo~e popular than theological in character. Gradually, 
these infl~ences become apparent. 

Özbek Qan, in the Ulus of Jochi adopted Islam. This had 
the effect that the Turks and the Mongols and their rulers 
became Muslims. After the death of Ilkhan Abaqa Qan, his 
brother adopted Islam and took the Muslim name, Ahmad. 
Islam influenced the nomads not only in Iran and in the 
Golden Horde but also in Central · Asia. In the fourteenth 
century we see Qan's, who adopted Islam and who started to 
have tendendes toward sedentary life, one of them was Ke­
bek (1 318-1 326) of the Ulus of Chaghatai Qan's.21 Kazan 
Khan, a\so.2alled Khalil Ata22 of the Chaghatai, destroyed all 
of the pdpulation who were not Muslims. 

The adoption of Islam by the nomads led very slowly to 
their sedentarization. In all cases, we find that they first 
adopted Islam and then seden~ary life, may be attracted by 
the religious centers. But we do not see any cases of reverse. 
Adoption of Islam and later of the sedentary life had the ef­
fect that it prevented the continuing migration to India, es­
pecially of scholars.23 With the adoption of Islam the Mon­
gols entered another cultural world. The rulers settled in 
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Transoxania and in some measure abandoned the nomadic 
traditions, which led to their alienation from the eastern re­
gions.24 

If we sum up the whole picture of Central Asia, we see 
that the dominating group in Central Asia before the Mon­
golian invasion already consisted of Turks, but of course this 
does not mean that they all were sedentary. The immediate 
consequences of the Mongolian conquest were a standstili in 
every aspect of social and economic life; this fact is men­
tioned by Muslim as well as by la ter Western historians.25 

After the Mongolian conquest and especially after the 
fourteenth century we see a movement toward linguistic 
Turkicization and in the cultural sphere Islamicization. At 
the same time, a gradual tendeney to make settlement life is 
seen first among the former nornadic inhabitants of Central 
Asia who lost their habitats with the Mongolian invasion, 
and later the same phenom~non is seen among the invaders. 
In my opinion, the main factdr that led to the Islamicization 
and Turkicization of the nomads, who came from the east is 
the existence of newly settled Turkish groups in many areas 
with whom the nomads stili had some things in common. 
Another factor is the reopening of the trade routes and re­
building of destroyed towns and local roads.26 This led to 
much faster communication and closer contact between both 
the nomads and the newly settled Turkish groups. 

We may say, that the peoples of Central Asia started to 
become sedenta·ry on a great scale with the efforts of Timur. 
This phenomenon çontinued during the reign of other 
Timurids. The picture of this period i.s as follows; 

Although the Chaghatai Khans had accepted Islam be­
fore, they were not strict in following its requirements. This 
fact had offended the Ulema, the Shaykhs, and Sayyids, so 
that when Timur had entered Samarkand as the governor of 
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Transoxania, appointed by Tughluq Temür, the people of 
Samarkand had welcomed himasa hero.27 

After acquiring full power and the title of Sahip-qiran in 
' Balkh, Timur began to fulfill the promises that he had made 

to the Sayyids and Shaykhs. He also diminished the existing 
precedence of the Yasa of.Chinggis over the religious law or 
the Sharia.23 For matters concerning of Koranic law, be· ap­
pointed Cadi's and he established certain regulations to pre­
vent conflicts between th~ Yasa and the Sharia. 

Timur understood the fa ct that the Turks could only. es- _ 
tablish a powerful, state if they would combine their no­
madic traditions and customs (Töre) with Islamic law and 
practices and would at least partly abandon nomadi'c life 
and se~tle in fertile lands. Timur, at the beginning of his 
power said, "If we can make. t;he protection of the people and 
the win'ning of their hearts to our side the basis of this state, 
then we can be sure of the future,". Also through an envoy 
he said to Emir Husayn, "Our opposition to each other can 
lead to the destruction of our country. In your wisdom I ask 
you to consider this matter. Work for the development of 
our country ~d people."29 Therefore, he put great impor­
tance on the construction of settlements, roads, and irriga­
tion works. Construction was one of Timur's main preoccu- . 
pation. He built a bridge on the Balkh River in order to make 
it easi~r to go to Kesh. He repaired the city of Kesh and built · 
the Aq~ar'ai Palace beautifully. When Toqtamish took TÇtbriz 
and piİlaged it and destroyed the Masjid and Madrasa, 
Timur was worried. Mterwards, he repaired Tabriz with his 
yasaq and justice."30 He continued his constructions in Shlraz 
by building a Madrasa, Mascid and Hayrat. He also brought 
water into various parts of the city. In 1396, he built a mag­
nificient mansion for the . daughter of Amirzade Amiran­
shah.31 "Mter bringing welfare to Transoxania he started to 
make constructions in a place in Baylakan, i.ıi. Iran. Thinking 
of the welfare and happiness of the people who were living 
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there, Timur constructed canals which brought water from 
the river Aras thus irrigating this area."32 

Timur not only constructed new canals, but also gave 
them Turkish names. We see that most of the irrigation ca­
nals were named after his Turkish emirs. We know from the 
works of geographers of the tenth century, such as lstakhri 
and Muqaddasi and from Yaqut Hamami, who was in Tran­
soxania and Khorezm during the period of the 

. · Khorezmshahs, that most cities, towns and yillages had 
Arabic and Iranian names.33 But later, Nafiz Abru gave the 
names to twenty canals constructed by Timur's order, and 
nine of the se canals bear the names of Timur' s emirs. 

The improvement of agriculture was one of the main ob­
jectives of Timur. For instance, the city of Urgench, the 
popula.tion of which had been mostly put to sword by 
Chiı}.ggis Khan, was ordered by Timur to be repopulated 
and sowed with barley.34 At his time, Samarkand was a cen­
ter of productivity in many lines. Agriculture was encour­
aged with irrigational development. Sericulture was pro­
moted and the artisans that were brought into the capital in­
cluded skilled workers from many parts of southwest Asia.36 
In order to encourage agriculture, Timur had imposed a new 
tax system. The new tax was fixed at a third of the produce 
on all irrigated land, "t?esides a certain due for using water 
from the public reservoirs; but any cultivator who built a 
tank, planted a grçwe, or brought new land under cultivation 
paid no revenue for the first and second years.36 His strong 
hand was extended no less over agriculture and industry, 
than over commerce. The land was fertilized by artificial ir­
rigation. Canals, bridges, orchards and workshops 
abounded. He promoted sericulture and transferred to 
Samarkand the ablest silk~spinners and s~-weavers of Per­
sia and Syria. H~ commanded that cotton, hemp, and flax 
should be planted, and forced the most famous producers of 
cotton textiles to settle in Samarkand.37 Timur carried on 
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these policies not only in Transoxania and the Westem re­
gions but also in the east. After returning to Samarkand from 
his campaign to the Golden Horde in 1397, he sent Amirzade 
ry.l'uhammad Sultan to Moghulistan and gave him 'the order 
/to carry out constructions and agriculture.38 Later, the sons 
and the descendants of Timur also encouraged agriculture. 
For example, Ulugh Beg bestowed grants on people who cul­
tivated land. 

Besides these efforts to encourage construction and agri­
culture at home, Timur seems to have had a certain policy of 
bringing various tribes from the land he conquered into the 
region of Transoxania. What his real purpose was is an open 
question. If he had the idea of making them settle down and 
causing them to take up agriculture, he did not succeed in 
this for we see that these tribes continued to live as nomads. 

In regard to the tribes Timur transported from different 
places to Transoxania, our sources give different accounts of 
the tribes that he transported from Asia Minor. The question 
is what tribes did Timur transport: Did he send the Anato­
lian tribes only to Transoxania or to the border of Moghulis­
t.an. or did he also send them to places other than Transox­
ania? According to our sources, names of different tribal 
groups are given and the places where they were sent are 
also not the same. It seems that Timur transported them not 
only to T;an~oxania but also to other places. 

Shadf ~-Din Yazdi in his Zajarnnma speaks of the Qara 
Tatar, who were sent from the region of Sivas to Transox­
ania. These Qara Tatar tribes had come with Hülegü I<han to 
Iran, and Hülegü settled them at the frontiers of Damascus. 
When Yildirim Bayazid took Sivas, he had incorporated 
them into his army. Timur, in turn gave them landin Jete, af­
ter his campaign in Asia Minor. They consisted of about 
thirty or forty thousand families.39 
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Rawdat al-safli40 has even more information on how the 
Qara Tatars came to be settled in Anatolia. He says, that the 
Qara Tatars numbering seventy thousand families, were 
seated on the frontiers of khatai. Because of the hostility be­
tween them and the Mongols, Chinggis Khan, after defeat­
ing them, ordered that the male part of their population be 
exterminated and this order was carried out. In the mean­
time, Mongols and others had taken some of the women as 
wives and had children by them. During Mongge Khan's 
reign, when Hülegü was sent to Persia, these mixed Qara 
Tatars were enrolled in his army. Hülegü, after establishing 
himself at Tabriz, saw that these Qara Tatars despite inter­
marriages, had maintained their natural depravity. He 
wanted to get rid of them and therefore sent them to live on 
the frontiers between Anatolia and Armenia. They stayed 
there until the death of Abu Sa'id. The succeeding disorders 
seemed to be a good opportunity for them and they .sepa­
rated into fifty-two distinct bands and started to seize the 
neighboring territory. When Sultan Bayazid took Sivas he 
caused them to be enrolled in the Ottoman armies and as­
signed them settlements in his territories. After the victory at 
Ankara, Timur designed plans to· transport this powerful 
colony into certain c;iistricts in Jete. Proceeding to their set­
tlements from every side, 4t order to cut of tl;le possibility of 
escape, Timur's forces crossed the bridge of Kirshehir and 
arrived at the boundary of the Qara Tatar settlements. After 
some discussion with their chiefs they were divided among 
the tümen's of the army. Thus, .accompanying the move­
~ents of the imperial army, they proceeded to their destina­
.tion. 

Without giving any specific information on the Qara 
Tatar tribe itself, V. V. Barthold speaks of this event and 
says, "Timur settled the tribe of the Black Tatars, whom he 
had br<;mght out of Asia Minor, on the shores of the lssik­
Köl".41 
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The Spanish arnbassader Clavijo, ~2 on the other hand, 
speaks of the Aq Qoyunlu43 who were transported to Tran­
soxania. He says that, Timur on his '!Nay to the lands of the 

. -Mammeluk Sultan, met the Aq Qoyunlu, (whom he calls 
WhiteTatarsor White She~p Tatar?) and taking them pris­
oner, he forced them to accompany him to Syria. After he 
took Damascus, he dispatched the master craftsmen of Da­
mascus to Samarkand. "In their company Timur now sent 
men of the White Sheep Tatars ... " 

The Aq Tatars or rather Aq. Qoyunlu mentioned by 
Clavijo must have been sent not to Samarkand, but to the re­
gion of Damghan, because Clavijo later tells us that the Aq 
Qoyunlu w~o had been ):ırought from Sivas were settled at 
Damghan.4' 1 Thus, he seems to correct or rather complete his 
former statement which seemed to indicate that they were 
sent to S~markand. 

Some of the Aq Qoyunlu submitted to Timur's rule, and 
they seem to have remained where they. were, at Qarabagh, 
and were loyal to him and his tribe. Timur was pleased to 
receive the Aq Qoyunlu who were the enemies of the Qara 
Qoyunlu, the people who resisted Timur everywhere. 

'T'hus we see that accounts given by Clavijo and Sharaf 
al-Din Yazdi refeir to the transportation of two distinct 
groups to two different places: the Qara Tatar to Moghulis­
tan, an4 tl}.~ Aq Qoyunlu to Damghan. Besides these turco­
mongoll~~ tribes, Timur had earlier in 1932, brought also 
Sayyid Karnal al-Din of Mazenderan and his tribe and peo­
ple to Samarkand.45 

It seems that Timur not only transported tribes to the· 
east, to Transoxania and neighboring region's, but that he 
also sent certain.tribes from Iran to the West. At the request 
of Shaykh Safy-ud-Din Ishaq (in Ardebil Azar-baijan) a 
highly celebrated holy man, Timur consented that the tribes 
of Turkish origin who had been sent to Syria and Armenia 
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should returo to their homelands. These grateful tribes -
among whom were also the Qajar- became devoted disciples 
of the shaykh and were supporters of Shah !smail, who later 
founded the Safavid dynasty.46 

Timur's autobiography, Mulfuzat and hi~ work on insti­
tutions, Tuzukat, d<;> not mention anything about these vigor­
ous efforts of Timur to change the ha bitats of various tribes. 

Under the later rulers of Transoxania.the Özbeg's who 
were contemporçıiies of the Safavids in Iran, similar trends 
are seen towards sedentarization and Turkicization. 

In the lands of the Golden Horde, the lands of the 
grandfathers of the Özbegs, which were also called the Ulus 
of Joci, Batu had given to his brother Shayban. the territories 
to the east of the Ural mountains and Ural Rivers as summer 
quarters and the lower parts of the Syr Darya, Chu, and Sari 
Su as winter quarters.47 In addition, he was given 15.000 
families asa present from h~s eldest brother Orda.48 lt is not 
known from what nation or tribe those families derived their 
origin. About the middle of the fourteenth century, the 
hordes subject to the Shaybanids took the name Özbeg and 
from this time on they were called the Shaybani özbegs. The . 
true founder of Özbeg power was the Shaybanid prince. 
Abu'l-Khair.49 With regard to "Özbeg" as the name of the 
people Z.V.Togan (Türkist~n Tarihi, p.31), says, "The name 
Toghmaq, given to the nomadic people of the Dasht-i Kip­
chak before the spread of Islam amongst them, was gradu­
ally replaced by the name of Özbeg after the reign of Özbeg 
Khan 1312-1 340". This seems probable, as we know that 
there was no single tribe called Özbeg at this time.or before. 
Togan further states (aforementioned reference), "In the Ulus 
of)oci, at first the name Tatar was given only to the Mongo­
lian and Turkish tribes coming from the east, and the name 
Kipchak .was used only fo~ the tribes in the Kipchak stepp~s. 
These 'two, the Tatars and the Kipchaks together were called 
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Toghmaq: After the reign of Özbeg Khan, the tribes known 
under the name Toghmaq came to be called Özbegs". Among 
these Özbegs, who consisted of many tribal groups there later 
· developed different groupings such as the Noghai, Manhit, 
and Qazaq and these groups eventually separated themselves 
from the Özbegs. Before the Özbegs became divided into 
these groups, there had been ninety-two tribes of them ac­
cording to a genealogical table (Nesebname) mentioned by To­
gan in his Türkistan Tarihi, p. 42. About thirty-three of them 
were of Mangolian origin, and the remaining ones were the 
Turkish tribes within the Ulus of Joci. By 1430, the founder of 
Özbeg power, Abu'l-Khayr, had taken the oastorn part of tho 
Ural River, tho nortern part of the Syr Darya, and I<hwarezm, 
and with their mavement toward the south, the Özbegs began 
to come into contact with Transoxania. 

The•. policy carried out by the Timurids, especially, 
Ulugh Beg was to create dissent among the namadie chiefs 
by helping some of them and thereby weakening others. 
When the Timurids found themselves in more difficult cir­
cumstances, they used to capture or even destroy the herds 
of the Özbegs.so The Özbegs under Abü'l-I<haryr's leader­
ship soon divided into two groups. The princes, Giray and 
Janibeg, Who were also of the Ulus of Joci and were descen­
dants of Toqai Temür and sons of Baraq Khan, separated 
themselves from Abül-1-Khayr and went over to the 
Chagh~taÇi-uler, Esen Buqa. Esen Buqa gave them pasture 
lands m Eastern Turkestan and a gı:eat number of namadie 
dans left Abü'l-Khayr and went to join Giray and Janibeg. 
After their separation from the Özbeg Khanate, these no­
mads came be known as Qazaqş.sı 

After Abü'l-Khayr's death, his grandson Muhaınmad 
Shaybaru entered the service of Mahmud Khan, the Chaghatai 
ruler of Moghulistan, and was given the city of Turkestan 
(Yasi) asa fief. Not long after, araund 1500, Muhammad Alıay­
bani took Khwarezm and after the death of Husayn Bayqara he 
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captured Khorasan and put an end to Timurid rule in this re­
gion. The Özbegs then entered Transoxania.s2 

The Özbegs who had come to Transoxania represented a 
mixture of Mongolian dans and Turkish tribes, who were 
themselves a mixture of Turks and Turkicized Iranians.S3 
The Shaybanid, UbaydulHih I<han, a nephew of Muhammed 
Shaybani drove Babur out of Transoxania. Babur, in turn, 
moved to India with the Turkish speaking tribes attached to 
him and founded a new state. Ubaydullah I<han, who was a 
patron of the Naqshbandiya, fought against the Safavids but 
had no success. The struggles between these two groups, 
Özbegs and Safavids in Transoxania resulted in a struggle 
between two Muslim sects, Sunni, and Shiite. 

Over the course of much of the sixteeth century Abdul­
Hih b.lskandar of the Shaybanids fought to unite Balkh, 
Samarkand, Tashkent, the region north of the Syr Darya, and 
Ferghana under his rule. He also took I<horasan and Herat 
from the Persians, but when Abdullah's relations with his 
son Abd-al-Mu'min were at a critica! stage, the I<irghiz 
availed themselves of the situation and took Tashkent. The 
Shaybanids ruled the Ashtarkhanid princes in central Tran­
soxania from 1599, side by side with 'the Khanate of Khiva 
(from 1510) in I<hwarezm and the I<hanate of Khokand in 
the Ferghana valley (from 1710). 

Although the Özbegs who entered Transoxania repre­
sented nomadic traditions and obeyed the Yasa of Chinggis 
I<han, they were not strangers to the Islamic culture of the 
Timurids. The situation in Transoxania was as follows: Ti­
mur and his successors had started to settle nomads in vari­
ous paris of Tansoxania and Eastem Turkestan. In the fifteenth 
century, the Özbeg I<hans had been living accordinci nomadi.c 
traditions, in the steppes and along the shores of Syr Darya, 
outside the sphere of Iranian culture. At the beginning of the 
sixteenth century after the collapse of the Timürids, the 
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Özbeg tribesmen themselves were not yet in close relation 
with Muslim Iranian culture, but the nomadic aristocracy, 
and especially the I<hans, were familiar with Timurid cul-

··ture. We could say. That at the beginning they were alien to 
sedentary city civilization, but with the continuation of their 
rule they gradually became sornewhat under the influence of 
the-Persian language and literature. · 

The S~aybfuünama of B~ayi, the book written in Per­
sian by Yar Muhammad Samarqandi for Ubaydullah I<han 
and the poems written in Persian by the I<hans themselves, 
show that they had come into contact with Iranian culture as 
shown by Fuad Köprülü.54 Köprülü also mentions the Muzak­
kir-i ahbab, written in Persian by Sayyid Hasan I<hoja, the 
naqib al-ashraf of Bukhara. The importance of this work for an 
understanding of Transoxanian.civilization under the rule of 
the Shayb~ds has also been emphasized by Köprülü.55 

The Westem Iranian or Tajiks who had come to Tran­
soxania and Turkestan, i.e., the Transoxanian Tajiks had 
come here mostly for the sake of trade or as a result of inter­
nal struggles, as at the time of the Sassanids. Under the rule 
of the early Chaghataids some of the Tajiks had been sent to 
Eastem Turkestan.56 The Tajiks, who remained in the region 
of Transoxania, and who occupied themselves with trade, 
used to live in the cities. As a result of their contacts with the 
Turks, ther.'J developed a change in their language. For in­
stance, ~e see that the poems written by Bennayi are quite 
different from Westem Persian,57 We also see that ina city 
like Bukhar~, where the Tajiks were in great numbers, Turk­
ish was spoken and hymns in Turkish were sung in the Tekıje 
(Tekke) of Shaykh Sayfal-Din Baharzi.5B Asa result, we could 
say that Turkish and Iranian elements of Transoxania were 
in close contact and existed side by side. 

Besides the gradual increase in the dominance of the 
Turkish language, which also indicates an increase in the 
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Turkish population of Transoxania, ~pparently more seden­
tarized than ever before, we see the Shaybanid I<hans work­
ing in the interest of the sedentary population. As according 
to Ötemis Haje, the author of Tarikh-i Dost Sultan around 
1550, the Shaybanids were earlier niling over "Özbeg Eli", 
that is, the Manghit towns ( qariyah), which were known as 
Tura. This Tura province was the region where the Manghits 
of Westem Siberia had se~led. This statement of Ötemis 
Haje shows that the Shaybanids had a sedentary tradition 
before they entered Transoxania.s9 

Muhammad Shaybani I<han had taken measures against 
the economic difficulties which were pressing at his time. He 
opened up new irrigation canals and settled nomadic 
Özbegs at these places which were thus made suitable for 
agriculture. He also encouraged trade. Later Abdullah I<han, 
built caravanserais, bridges, and enlarged the · agricultural 
regions by irrigating them. Like his predecessors, he tried to 
encourage his Özbegs in the direction of sedentary life and 
city culture. The nomadic ways changed with time an~ were 
gradually replaced by sedentary ways. There were sixteenth 
century settlements in abundance upon both sides of the 
Amu River from the town of Urgench as far as the country of 
Ogurza;60 by reason of the · soil being exceedingly fertile all 
sorts of fruits and roots grew there to perfection. W e see also 
Özbegs settled in Urgench in the sixteenth century.61 Also 
one of the signs of this change is in the seventeenth century, 
when kumiss, the inevitable drink of the nomads, came to be 
replaced by boza, made of barley, an agricultural product.62 

Nomadic life continued for a long time among the 
Qazaqs who had separated themselves from the Özbegs in 
the latter half of the fifteenth century. Besides these nomads, 
we see in Transoxania and the Ferghana valley complete 
sedentarization. In the cultural and political struggles after 
the Mongolian invasion there were three victors: Islam, sed­
entary life, and the Turkish language. 
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