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TuRKISH TRIBES IN CENTRAL AsıA 
IN THE PRE-ISLAMIC PERIOD 

PROF. DR. AHMET TAŞAGIL 
AHMET YESEVI UNIVERSITY / KAZAKHSTAN 

urkish tribes and the events they caused in 
the pre-Islamic Period resemble a tree, which 
begins with its roots first, then develops its 

trunk, and finally divides into branches. The tribes that 
preceded the great states, such as the Hun, Göktürk and 
Uygur empires, are a significant aspect of our ancient 
history. It is not possible to comprehend this history, es­
pecially the ancient times of Central Asia, without first 
analyzing the tribes and describing their history. Here 
we shall discuss the ancient Turkish tribes that existed 
before the tenth century. 

The first remarkable tribe that lived in a compre­
hensive region extending from Lake Baikal to the west 
of the Kazakhstan steppes is the Ting-lings. In addition, 
there were many other tribes in other regions of Central 
Asia. The· Vu-suns are another tribe living in the Tanri 
Mountains and referred to frequently in the records. 
While this continued until the third and fourth centuri­
es A.D., some Turkish groups crossed the Volga River 
and headed towards Central Europe. 

When the Hun States drifted from the stage of his­
tory, new states were established by the Juan-Juans in 
the Orkhun Region, Akhuns (White Huns) in the plains 
of Turkistan-Afghanistan, and Tabgachs in China. The 
Kao-ch'e tribes took the place of the Ting-lings in Cent­
ral Asia mainly in the north, namely the Kazakhstan 
steppes in the same ages. 

real citizens of the state. The events that occurred after 
627 indicate that they were the main factor of the Tur­
kish nation. In the mean time, there were other groups 
such as Kirghiz and Kaurikan in the northem regions. 

Many Toles tribes made use of the fact that Gök­
türks lost their power over time. However, they were 
not called Toles. Each tribe started to play under its 
own name on the stage of history. The year 627 is a tur­
ning point in this respect. When the tribes living in the 
Tola-Kerulen region rebelled, leadership lay with the 
Sir Tardush tribe. Then, the name Toles managed to 
maintain its name under the existence of a tiny group. 

From then on, the tribe living in the eastem part of 
Ötüken was Tokuz Oghuz, and the tribe living in the 
westem part of Otuken (Ötüken) was Tardush accor­
ding to Göktürk inscriptions. The Sir Tardush tribe that 
established its independent state between 627-647, ma­
intained its tribal existence. There were severe fights 
against the tribes that did not want to be under the ru­
le of the Göktürk State after it was established, notably 
the Toquz Oghuz, Karluq, Bayırku, Turgish, Kirghiz tri­
bes. Eventually, all tribes were under the rule of the sta­
te by about 723 and the state experienced an era of or­
der during the reign of Bilge Khagan. After his death in 
734, the state lost its power and some tribes such as Uy­
gur, Karluq and Basmil brought a close to the era of the 

Göktürk state by rebelling together. 
The Toquz Oghuz tribe was the 
main component tribe of the Uygur 
State, and the Karluq tribe shifted 
to the west. They extended to Lake 
Isik, the Tanri Mountains and even 
to the Talas River. When the Kirg­
hiz tribe demolished the Uygur Sta­
te, they stayed on the stage for a 
while, but the Kitay tribe (Kitan-Li­
ao) took their place soon. 

They maintained their existen­
ce for centuries, too. However, they 
could not establish a powerful state 
by cooperation. The Göktürks ap­
peared on the stage of history in the 
sixth century, and tribes living in 
the Central Asia were commonly 
known as Toles. Toles took the pla­
ce of Kao-ch'es. The Toles tribe, 
which is known to have been quite 
large according to the information 
in the records, served an important 
role on the way to the independen­
ce of the Göktürks and became the 

Eagle figured on rock, Karakol Village, 
Onguday, Altai 

The Westem Göktürk State en­
countered rebellions by the tribes 
under the command of Khagan 
T'ung Yabgu around the 630s. After 
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Khagan T'ung was killed by his uncle, the state drifted 
into complete disorder. Tribes organized themselves as 
ten tribes and they were registered as Ten Arrows in the 
records. üne group settled near the Ili River and anot­
her group settled near the Chu River. Then, unsuccess­
ful members of the dynasty surrendered to China. After 
this event, Turgish tribe, one of the Ten Arrow Tribes, 
ruled a comprehensive area. 

They fought against Islamic forces along the Syr 
Darya River and against the second Göktürk state in the 
east, bµt they could not succeed. They shifted north and 
west after leaving their residences in the ili plain. Syr 
Darya plain was their new residential area. The name 
Turgish tribe disappeared in this region immediately 
and the Oghuz tribe appeared in the same region. The 
Oghuz tribe, which spent winters around the Syr Darya, 
moved to the North Kazakhstan steppes in summers. 
The land of the Oghuz Tribe exten-
ded to the Caspian Sea (Mangish-
lak) and Cim-Emba River. The eas­
ternmost borders extended from 
Sayram (Isficab). In fact, there 
arose many tribes from the Tur­
gish and Karluq tribes. We can le­
arn their names from Islamic re­
cords and the oldest dictionary of 
Turkish Language, called Divan-u 
Lugat-it Türk. 

TING-LING TRIBE 

After the Hun Empire was overthrown and they he­
aded towards Central Europe, the westem group of 
Ting-lings took their place. This group that settled near 
Syr Darya would thereafter head toward Eastem Euro­
pe (460 AD), and constituted a member of the Ogur tri­
be.5 According to the Chinese records, Ting-lings appe­
ared in three different regions around 350 BC: the Gobi 
Desert, Lake Baikal, and the Kazakhstan steppes.6 

THE ÜGUR TRIBE 

The Ogur Tribe, considered to have originated from 
the westem branch of the Ting-lings, lived in three se­
parate groups before they moved to Eastem Europe. 
The first group lived in the region between the Syr Dar­
ya and Chu Rivers, the second group lived in the Emba 
basin, namely the Westem Kazakhstan steppes, and the 

third group lived near the Yayik 
River. It is highly possible that the 
first group comprised Ten Ogurs, 
the second group comprised Thirty 
Ogurs and the third group compri­
sed Nine (Toquz) Ogurs. After­
wards, Ogurs appear under the na­
mes of Sarogur (Yellow-white 
Ogur), Bitte (Five Ogurs), Ultin­
gur-Altziagir (Six Ogurs), Kutri­
gur-Kuturgur (Tukurgur or Nine 
Ogurs), Ungur, Hunugur (Ten 
Ogurs), Utirgur-Uturgur (Thirty 
Ogurs).7 They were driven from 
the eastem part of the Ural Moun­
tains to the westem part between 
461-465. 

The Ogurs engaged in hunting 
and producing furs as well as agri­
culture, cultivating the land and 
fruits as was natural owing to the 
region in which they lived. 

They were living in four gro­
ups L.'1 a region extending from the 
westem part of Lake Baikal to So­
uth Siberia and the Yenisei basin 
during the era of the Great Hun 
Empire. The Westem group lived 
near the Irtish River, the southem 
group lived in the region extending 
from the Gobi Desert to China and 
the northem group lived around 
Lake Baikal and the Y enisei. The 
westem group first expanded to 
South Kazakhstan and then to Eu­
rope and the southem group spre­

Balbal from Altai region 

The Ogurs came under the ru­
le of the administration that ruled 
the remainder of the European 
Huns, which was overthrown 
when they came the northem regi­

ad to the source of the Y ellow River. The information 
about them starts from the era of Mete Khagan (209-
174 BC). 

Ting-lings were in the north region of Huns accor­
ding to the records. Archeological findings indicate that 
the Karasu culture between twelfth-seventh centuries 
BC was the ancestors of Ting-lings. 1 

The name Ting-ling does not appear much in the re­
cords since they did not interfere with many events in 
Hun Empire.2 According to the records, they were in­
volved mostly with huİıting, and in the production of ar­
rows and bows.3 It can be said that they lived indepen­
dently during the weak era of the Huns, between 71 and 
51 BC. However, they generally lived under the rule of 
Hun Empire.4 

on of the Black Sea. The Ogurs started to be mentioned 
under the name of Bulgars from then on. They began to 
live in three groups in their new habitat. 

There were Ten-Ogurs in the east of the Azak 
Sea/Thirty Ogurs between Don and Volga, namely the 
far north/and Nine Ogurs in the west towards the Dni­
eper. The group in the east came under the rule of Sa­
bars and the Göktürks in the later periods. The Westem 
group joined the Avars. The Eastem group established 
the state named Greater Bulgaria (Magna Bulgaria) aro­
und the 630s.8 

THE SABAR TRIBE 

There is little information about the Sabars in the 
records. Sabar, Sabeir, Saber are mentioned in Byzan-
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tine records whereas the usages such as Sabir and Sebir 
are indicated in Armenian, Syriac, and Islamic records. 
The first information about Sabars is indicated during 
a period between 461 and 465. Sabars, who lived in a re­
gion between the Ili River and the Tanri Mountains, ca­
me to northwest Kazakhstan due to pressure from the 
Juan-Juans, settled near the Tobol and Ishim Rivers, 
and drove to the west the Ogurs who were living there. 
The same group of Sabars headed towards Europe due 
to pressures by the Avars following 506. Eventually, 
they captured the region around the Caucasus in 558. It 
is understood that Sabars, who established relations 
with the Sassanid and Byzantine Empires, lived especi­
ally around the Kuban River. It is known that they ad­
vanced to the region of the Arme­
nians and even to Anatolia and in­
vaded regions including Kayseri, 
Konya and Ankara. In the mean ti­
me, they were ruled by a Ruler cal­
led Balak (Belek) and after he died 
in 520, his wife, Boarik (Bulacl:) 
ruled them for a while, however, 
they were severely defeated by 
Avars in 557. Later their names are 
indicated in relation with the Gök­
türks. 

Thus, K'un-mo collected his former people and ad­
vanced the Wu-suns. Consequently, he had some ten 
thousand archers. When the Hun Ruler died, he decla­
red his independence. When he defeated the armies 
sent to attack to him, the Huns believed that the gods 
had saved him. In fact, when the Wu-suns were residing 
with the Yue-chihs between Ch'i-lien and Tun-huang, 
they took shelter among the Huns after they were defe­
ated. The said K'un-mo was bom then and a person cal­
led Pu-chia Yabgu escaped with him in his arms. The 
following events are mentioned in connection with 
myths. Therefore, it is possible to conclude that the Wu­
suns were defeated by Yue-chihs instead of by Huns. 
K'un-mo, who got more and more powerful, attacked 

Yue-chihs upon the permission of 
Huİı Ruler and forced them to mo­
ve to Tokharistan. 10 The Wu-suns 
settled the abandoned residential 
areas. 11 They frequently struggled 
with Huns sometimes on their 
own and sometimes in alliance 
with Chinese forces. 

The cultural activities of Sa­
bars exceeded their political activi­
ties. Many names of fortresses and 
places exist bearing the names sa­
bar, saber, sopar, savri, sabrei and 
sihir in the locations around Ob, 
Tura and Irtish near Tobolsk. In 
addition,-the name Sabar is main­
tained in riames like Ay Sabar and 
Kun Sabar. On the other hand, the 
Tobolsk people refer to their anci­
ent people as sybyr-syvyr and men­

Balbal from Kyrgyzstan 

Their country was the region 
between Ili River and the Tanri 
Mountains. The real fields of acti­
vity of the Wu-suns were stockbre­
eding and hunting, they did not 
deal with agriculture. Especially, 
horse breeding improved. There 
were four-five thousand herds of 
horses per person. They lived in 
tents made of felt and lived on me­
at and milk. 12 Although the Chine­
se records give such information, 
the archeological excavations aro­
und Yedisu, Chu and Talas Rivers 
revealed that they had engaged in 
agriculture and established resi­

tion them extensively in their myths. The name Siberia, 
which Russians used to refer to the region after they oc­
cupied Iskler (Sihir) city in the fifteenth century, has 
spread today over a vast geographic extent.9 

THE Wu-suN TRIBE 

The origin of the Wu-suns is mentioned in myths. 
Their history is interconnected with the history of 
Huns, or Yue-chihs, who invaded the country of the 
Wu-suns and killed the father of their well-known ruler, 
K'un-mo. However, they did not dare to kili K'un-mo 
since he was too young, so they threw him in the grass. 
Later, a black bird flew over the child and gave him me­
at while a female wolf breastfed him. 

The Hun Ruler, who observed all these events, was 
amazed and decided that the child was blessed. He took 
the child from the grass, brought him up and appointed 
him the commander of his army. When he achieved 
many victories in the Hun army in the following years, 
his former people and country were granted to him un­
der his rule. 

dential places. It is strange that irrigation canals were 
found, which proved that they had dealt with irrigated 
agriculture. 13 Again the iron plough and metal signs 
apart from the wooden coffin found near a Wu-sun gra­
ve in Chao-su county of China indicate that they used 
the iron ore well.14 Again the Chinese record of Wei 
Shu, tell us much of their culture. According to this, 
their capital city (center) was Ch'ih-ku Castle. Their 
lands were grassy and even. It rained and snowed much 
and there were many pine trees in their mountains. 
They had green eyes and red hair. They had red wine li­
ke oil and it gave a nice odor to the bones. 

THE KAo-cH'E (KANGLI) TRIBE 

After Ting-lings left the stage of history, the Kao­
ch' e tribes15 (People with high carts or kangli) in Tur­
kish took their place and maintained their existence 
more than two centuries. They lived between the Mon­
gol-origin Juan-Juans in the east, Tabgachs in the sout­
heast and Akhuns in the south and southwest in a sepa­
rated way. Although they could not establish a state af-
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ter cooperating, sometimes some tribes were on the sta­
ge in certain periods and they played important roles. 
They withdrew from the stage of history after leaving 
their places to the Toles tribe in the middle of sixth cen­
tury. Frankly, the name Kao-ch'e turned into Toles wit­
hin the historical process. 

It is indicated that Kanglis spoke the same language 
as Huns. According to some records, their ancestor was 
the nephew of the Hun Ruler. 16 The Kao-ch'e's consis­
ted of many tribes. They were Ti, Yuan-ho, Hu-lu, Chie­
pi, Hu-ku, I-ch'i-chih. The main place Kao-ch'e's conve­
ned.was Turfan. The Kanglis were weakened after batt­
les against their neighbors, especially Tabgachs and Ju­
an-Juans. Eventually, they disappear from the records 
after 536. They would possibly be named Toles thereaf­
ter.17 

According to the Chinese records about their socio­
economical life, it is indicated that they lived in tents, 
raised horse, sheep and cattle; buried the dead with the­
ir weapons, ate raw meat, drank horse milk, the wheels 
of their carts were huge, and they believed in a myth 
that they originated from the wolf. However, many Kao­
ch'e tribes stopped nomadic life and started to engage 
in agriculture after 429. 18 

THE TöLES 

TRIBES 

türks defeated them and took 50 thousand families un­
der their command. Upon the joining of Töles tribe to 
them and the increase in their number, they began to 
regard themselves at the same level with Juan-Juans. 
Corısequently, they offered marriage to Juan-Juans. 
When the offer was rejected and they were insulted, 
they attacked and defeated them severely, and destro­
yed this Mongol state.21 After this event in 552, the Gök­
türks declared their independence and established a sta­
te. As far as can be observed, the Töles tribe was closely 
involved in the establishment of the Göktürk State.22 

Activities of Töles Tribes that played an important 
role even in the establishment stage of the state during 
the history of the Göktürks lasting about two years ap­
pear frequently and in different roles in history thereaf­
ter. There is much infarmation about these Turkish Tri­
bes known as Töles during the era of the Göktürk State 
in the Orkhun Monuments23 and Chinese records. Par­
ticularly, there are special Toles sections in the records 
such as Suei Shu, Pei Shih and Chiou T'ang.24 

According to these records, the Turkish tribes cal­
led Töles (T'ie-lo) originated from the Huns. It is neces­
sary to explain the expression, "They originated from 

Huns". The Huns, who es­
tablished a great empire 
in the northem part of 
China, collected almost all 
tribes under their rule. 

The common name 
far other Turkish Tribes 
that lived in the compre­
hem.ive region extending 
from üıe east of Lake Ba­
ikal to the northem part of 
Black Sea until 627 was 
Töles. Therefare, the Töles 
tribe that spread over a wi­

This caused them to 
make a mark on the me­
mories of the Chinese, 
therefare they related the 
established states and tri­
bes years and years later 
to the Huns. Animal fıgured tissue, from an Hun grave, 

Noin-Ula region, Mongolia 
The role played by the 

Töles in the history of the Göktürks was stressed even in 
their establishment process. Later, when The Göktürk 
State dominated the Central Asia completely, they were 
interconnected to each other in separated eastem and 
westem parts again according to the record. This indi­
cates that Töles tribes took their place in the Göktürk 
State ranging from the east to the west. We relate this 
to the fact that they took place in the Göktürk State 
completely in its establishment process and became the 
main members of it. We do not observe any informati­
on about the Töles tribes after Bumin Khagan defeated 
them in 551 and took them under his rule, until the be­
ginning of 600s in the Chinese records. 

de-ranging landscape had the most number of tribes 
among the neighbors of China. Töles was the same as 
Kao-ch'e's, the common name of the tribes that lived in 
the faurth and fifth century. '9 

When Chinese records are examined carefully, it is 
observed that the tribes, under the rule of the state do­
minant in the Central Asia during a certain period sin­
ce the establishment of the Great Hun Empire until the 
end of the first Göktürk State (630), had their own regi­
ons. However, the important point is that the tribes we­
re first collected under a common name and then the 
names of small tribes within this union are referred to 
in yearbooks. Another important point is that the said 
tribes lived in separate and certain geographical regions 
mainly in the westem part of the state. 

When the East and West Göktürks came under the 
rule of China, the situation of these tribes started chan­
ge. Especially the period beginning in 627 and lasting 
until the rebellion of Turkish tribes that the Chinese re­
cords called Töles, shall be discussed here.20 When Tö­
les tribes were on the course of attacking Juan-Juans far 
the first time in the history, it is indicated that the Gök-

After Tardu, Ruler of the Westem Göktürks, was 
defeated in 603, the fact that the Töles tribes disintegra­
ted reveals that many of them, especially the ones living 
around the Tanri Mountains in the west of the Altai Mo­
untains were under the rule of the Westem Göktürks. 
Thus, the history of Töles tribes would take place 
among the Westem Göktürks. However, it is understo­
od that the Sir Tardush, Bayirku and the similar tribes 
were not among them. It is indicated in the Töles secti-
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on of Chiou T'ang Shu that each of the Töles tribes in 
the east appeared as an independent political power.25 

Another remarkable point is that Töles tribes were at 
very small level, even at urıig (tribe)26 level. 

When we observe the geographical expansion of the 
Töles tribes, it is understood that they lived in five sepa­
rate regions generally.27 

The first region was the northern part of Tola River, 
where P'u-ku (Bugut),28 T'ung-lo (Tongra), Wei-ho,29 

Bayirku (Pa-ye-ku),3° Fulo tribes are reported to have li­
ved. These five tribes had integrated in single erkin (fre­
edom). 31 Also small tribes (ıırug) such as Meng-ch'en, 
T'u-jo-ho, Ssu-chie (Izgil),32 Hun and Hu-hsie lived in 
this region and they had a total of twenty thousand 
well-trained warriors. 

The second region indicated is the west of Hami (i­
wu), north of Karashar (Yen-ch'i) and the foot of Pai­
shan (Ak dag) Mountain.33 There were Ch'i-pi, P'u-lo­
chih, I-shih, Su-p'o, Na-ho, Wu-
kaan, Ye-shih, Yu-hi-huan tribes 
and other small tribes here and 
they had twenty well-trained hor­
semen. We estimate they were un­
der the rule of the Western Gök­
türks until 603. It is highly possib­
le that there were Töles tribes en­
gaged in agriculture and trees. 

The third region indicated 
was further north, southwest of 
the Altai Mountains. The Sir Tar­
dush (Hsie-yen-t'uo), Shih-p'an, 
Ta-ch'i and other small tribes had 
more than ten thousand warriors. 

The fourth region indicated 
was the north of Semerkand near 
Syr Darya (A-te Suyu-Aris River) 
where some tribes such as Ho­
shih, Ho-chie, Po-hu, Pi-kan, Chu­

le) took their place and maintained their rule fora long 
time. 

The people among the Töles tribes, that were resi­
ding near the Tola and Kerulen Rivers, which had come 
under the rule of Eastern Turkish State after the Gök­
türk State was pacified, attaining its former power 
thanks to Shih-pi Khagan, rebelled with the support of 
China after 627.37 Eastern Göktürks were weakened se­
verely after this rebellion and completely disintegrated 
asa result of the following depression.38 

Most of the Töles tribes almost kept living indepen­
dently, establishing relations with China since the Eas­
tern and Western Göktürk States came under the rule of 
Chinese rule. The most powerful of them were Sir Tar­
dush; Bayirku and Uygur tribes. However, T'ai-tsung, 
Emperor of T'ang dynasty, who followed the activities 
of the said tribes closely, prevented them from getting 
more and more powerful and opposing China. 

The name Töles is indicated 
among the participants that cont­
ributed to the establishment of 
the Göktürk State. According to 
the relevant record, Töles tribe 
was in the east of the center ( the 
capital city) then.39 After the se­
cond the Göktürk state was 
completely organized thanks to 
the rule of Bilge Khagan, Töles 
and Tardush people were put into 
order and yabgus (governors) we­
re sent for their administrators.40 

Bayan Chor, who was the ru­
ler of Uygur State and enabled ac­
tual improvements in all fields, 
starts with Töles when he lists the 
names of tribes under his com­
mand in Shine Usu Inscripti­
ons.41 

Adargin tribe is mentioned in 
the record, Moğolların Gizli Tarihi 

(Secret History of the Mongols) and it is estimated that 
the tribe called Tooles in the west of Lake Baikal was 
the successor of the Töles tribe.42 

Deer-stone in Orkhun_ region, Mongolia 
hai, Ho-pi-hsi, Ho-ts'o-su, Pa-ye­
wei and Ho-ta lived. They had the 
capability to field thirty thousand warriors. 

The fifth group lived in the eastern part of Caspian 
Sea (Te-i Hai). Although some tribes such as San-suo­
yen, Mie-ts'u, Lung-hu are indicated in this region, we 
are not of the inclination to consider them all under the 
name of Töles. Ogur tribes included in the western gro­
ups of Turks in the northern parts of Black Sea and Cas­
pian Sea also lived there during the same era. 34 

There were En-chu, A-lan, Pei-ju, Chiou-li, Fu-wen­
hun and other tribes in the eastern part of Byzantium 
(Fu-lin) among the sixth group of Toles tribes. Though 
there were some groups such as Alans, originating in 
Persia, among them, it can be asserted that most of 
them were Turks. 35 

There were Sabar Turks in the east of Byzantium 
during the same period. This state could maintain its 
rule until 576.36 As known, Khazars (the Caspian peop-

TRIBES IN CENTRAL ASIA BETWEEN 

THE 6TH AND 1 ÜTH CENTURIES 

THE APAR (AVAR) TRIBE 

The Apar tribe is mentioned only once in the Ork­
hun Inscriptions. Here, the tribe is indicated among the 
names of the tribes present in the funeral when Mukan 
Khagan died in 572.43 It is understood that they were a 
different tribe from Juan-Juans and are recorded as the 
Avar Empire, which dominated Europe about three 
hundred years. Actually, this tribe consisted of two tri­
bes called War and Gun.44 
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The appearance ofWar-Guns (Uar-Hun) on the sta­
ge of history was about 350 BC. The Juan-Juan State 
had been powerful enough in the region of the Tanrı 
Mountains towards the middle of fifth century. Esca­
ping ahead of them, the Uar-Huns captured Tokharis­
tan and Kushan Region, and Soghdia. They even sent 
envoys to China from here.45 Coins belonging to them 
were found. 

The Chinese called Uar-Huns "Hua (Uar)." The sta­
tes they established were called Akhun, Ephtalite 
(Hephtalite) (about 358). Chol (Desert) in Curcan and 
Askils in the era of West Göktürks were among the tri­
bes of Akhun. Another Akhun group was called the Red 
Hun (Kamir Hyon, Kermichion, Hermichion). The Za­
vul tribe among them established a principality in the 
middle and south part of Afghanistan. This tribe or gro­
up of tribes played an important role in capturing North 
India. Indian records call them Huna.46 

In conclusion, the Akhun State maintained 
its rule mainly centered on Soghdia, Baktria 
and Tokharistan until 558. In 558, it was 
overthrown by the joint action of Iste-
mi Yabgu, ruler of the west wing of 
the Göktürk State and Anushirvan, 
the Sassanian ruler.47 

vant ruler received the Ediz tribe and Kabay tribe as tre­
asurers, according to the inscription.55 

Az TRIBE 

We estimate that the Az tribe was north of the Tur­
gish tribe during the era of the second Göktürk State. 
The Az tribe rebelled against the second Göktürk State 
in 715 but was defeated by Kul Tigin.56 

BAYIRKU TRIBE 

The Bayirku tribe was living _north of the Tola River 
when they first appeared on the stage of history.57 The 
Bayirku tribe, that had been in the eastem border of 
P'u-ku) Bugu, settled on the green steppes north of the 
Gobi Desen as the west neighbor of Mo-ho tribe.58 

The Bayirku tribe. 59 maintained its mark in history 
under the rule of China some time in the seventh 

century, then came under the rule of the 
Göktürks later.60 Although they were ac­

tive in the rebellions against the Gök­
türks in 711, the Bayirku tribe never 
had the power to constitute a politi­
cal entity. 61 

Uar-Huns (War-Guns) were se­
parated and one branch of them 
went to Central Europe over the 
north of the Black Sea following the 
Caucasus, and established a state 
that maintained its rule until 805 
there. The name of this state was 

An Eagle eating a fısh, Early Avar Period 

This tribe had warriors numbe­
ring more than ten thousand accor­
ding to the records, and the popula­
tion of.this tribe is indicated as sixty 
thousand. 62 In addition, they are re­
ported to have raised well-fed horses 
and mined quality type iron. K'ang­
kan Steam passed through the resi-

Avar as expressed explicitly in Byzantine records . 

ARAMUT TRIBE 

Aramuts are considered a people close to the Uy­
gurs in spite of the lack of information about them.48 

A-TIE (EDIZ) TRIBE 

The Chinese designation of the Ediz tribe is A-tie. 
In some records, the He-shih tribe that lived in the 
north of Semerkand is identified with A-ties.49 Ediz (A­
tie) tribe possibly lived within the borders of Westem 
Göktürk state. Later, they are indicated among the tri­
bes that lived in the southeast of Lake Baikal near Tola 
River.50 In the mean time, the number of their trained 
warriors was 1700 before 626.51 When Bayirkus, with 
whom they lived together in the same region, establis­
hed relations with China, they acknowledged fealty to 
China in 627. The Chinese changed the name of their 
land and it was called "the state (chou) of Chit" thereaf­
ter.52 They escaped from Kapgan (Mo-ch'a), the Ruler 
of the second Göktürk State, and took shelter in the 
T'ang Empire in China (about 711).53 

After Bilge Khagan ascended the throne in 716, he 
also lists their names among others that were under his 
rule. 54 The inscription in the Cirgak region of the Kemc­
hik River includes the name of the Ediz Tribe. The rele-

dential area of Bayirku tribe. Their traditions were no­
ticeably similar to that of the Toles tribe. However, the­
re were slight differences in their language. 63 

BASMIL TRIBE 

The Chinese transcription of the Basmil tribe is Pa­
hsi-mi. Another name for their homeland was the co­
untry of Pi-la. They lived separately in the north of Tur­
fan, south of Lake Baikal and southeast of Kirghiz du­
ring the dynasty of Suei (581-617). The number of their 
houses exceeded two thousand then. 64 

He Basmil tribe lived under the rule of Göktürk 
Khagans and was in continuous contact with China.65 

Some members of the Basmil tribe took shelter in Chi­
na after losing a battle against the Uygurs, and some ot­
hers came under the rule of the Uygurs.66 

The name of Basmil tribe again appeared on the 
stage of history in eleventh century. The name is menti­
oned twice especially during the era of Karahanid 
Dynasty.67 Arslan Tegin (Lion Ruler) achieved a great 
victory against Yabaku and the Basmil tribes.68 The na­
me of Basmil tribe is again mentioned in the Ordos­
Alashan region in the northwest of China in the same 
century.69 

According to various records, members of the Bas­
mil tribe were sound, healthy, and energetic. They were 
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experienced in hunting and archery. Since there was 
much snow in their country, they would construct a wo­
oden horse and follow the deer skiing fast on the snow. 
They lived in shelters constructed of beech bark. The 
men would cut their hair and make hats of the beech 
bark.70 

BULAQ TRIBE 

There are different records 
about the ori~n of the Bulaq 
tribe in the sources. They are a 
branch of Yaghnıa tribe and re­
ported to have joined with To-
quz Oghuzs (Nine Oghuzs)71 

while they are indicated as a tri-
bc of Karluqs according to Mer-

CHIGIL TRIBE 

The Chigil tribe became an independent tribe in 
tenth century, but they were a branch of Karluq before 
this century. They lived in the north of Isik Lake. Some 

of them lived in the city called 
Chigil. It is indicated that some 
of them worshipped the sun and 
stars.80 However, Chigil was a 
tiny city containing fortresses, a 
mosque, and a marketplace ac­
cording to the record of Mukad­
desi written in 985.81 

The Chigil tribe was divided 
into three branches. Those who 
maintained the former lifestyle 

vezi. 72 There is not any infor­
mation about Bulaq tribe in Di­

ObjectS from Chandman Uul, Ubsu, Mongolia 
lived in Kuyash, town-dwellers 
lived in Toroz (Tolos) and the 
third branch resided near Ili. 82 

van-ıı Lııgat it-Tıırk (the oldest Turkish dictionary). Ac­
cording to the information provided in this piece, anot­
her name of them is Elke Bulaq. Although they were 
captured by Kipchaks, the Great God saved them from 
Kipchaks.73 Though it is difficult to assign the origin of 
Bulac tribe, it can be estimated that they lived near Up­
per Chu regions and in the west of Balkash in the midd­
le of eleventh century.74 

CHARUCK TRIBE 

According to Mahmud of Kasghar, they lived along 
the Uygur border to the east of Kasghar. The name of 
their homeland was Barchuck (Head of Doe).75 

On the other hand, it is reported that there was a 
tribe called Charuqlug that was a tribe of Oghuzs.76 

CH'I-PI TRIBE 

This branch of tribe appeared first on the stage of 
history in about 603. The said Ch'i-pi tribe lived in the 
southwest of Hami, in the north of Karashar and the re­
gions close to the foot of the Tanri Mountains in Aktag 
region. There were other tribes such as P'ulo-chih, I­
shih, Su-po, Na-ho, Wu-hu, Ye-shih and Yu-ni-hu in the 
same regions. Ali of them were powerful enough to for­
ward twenty thousand warriors altogether.77 

Ch'i-pi tribe established political relations with Chi­
na making use of the fact that East Göktürk State was 
overthrown and West Göktürk State encountered inter­
nal disorders. The emperor of T'ang dynasty settled 
them in a region between Kan and Liang and their land 
was called the city of Yu-hsi. China kept them out of the 
borders of their empire politically in 653 and Yen-jan, 
established in East Göktürk State included them in its 
great military governorship and assigned them the 
Ho'lan nıilitary governor office. 78 They would make 
dresses from the skin of deer. They would eat mosses in 
their lands. They would construct houses from trees 
and ali of them, whether noble or not, would live in 
them.79 

There were Chigils that lived in Mawaraunnahr in the 
second half of eleventh century. These members of Chi­
gil tribe constituted the real actors of Karahanid army. 
Later they accepted the rule of Seljuks, but they did not 
get what they expected. 83 Battles with Oghuz tribe fla­
yed an important role in their political experience.8 

CHIK TRIBE 

The Chik tribe, whose name is first mentioned in 
the inscriptions in 709, lived near Yenisei, the region 
close to Kirghiz.85 Kimeks that appeared in tenth cen­
tury are regarded as the successors of Chiks. 86 

EZGISH TRIBE 

This tribe that numbered among the members of 
the Ten Arrows lived in the Ferghana region. The mem­
bers of Ten Arrows included the Turkmen tribe living in 

· the nıilitary-town and region to the west of Balasagun, 
the Barsgan tribe living southwest of Lake Isik, and the 
Ezgish tribe residing in Ferghana and Uzkend.87 

KHALACH TRIBE 

The name, Khalach appeared on the stage of his­
tory just before 805. Ibn Hürdadbih reported when 
describing the wayside journey stages on the way to Up­
per Barshan from Taraz that Karluqs spent the winter 
in Cernıiyye (Keshra Bas) and Khalachs were near Kar­
luqs. According to the records, when the Khalachs were 
residing in Taraz, a significant mass of them settled in 
Khorasan. Khalachs that advanced to the south from 
Khorasan found new living areas in Sistan. They came 
under the rule of the Ghaznavids and Ghurs, and they 
played important roles during the era of Turkish Delhi 
Sultanate. They enabled this state in 1290 to experience 
a successful era until 1320.88 

Hu-HsIE TRIBE 

The Hu-hsie tribe, one of the Toles tribes just like 
the Huns, was included in the troops that could field 
about twenty thousand warriors. 89 
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HuNs 
The Huns, the small-scaled tribe of Toles tribes in 

the Far East, were near Tola River in about 603. There 
were also small-scaled tribes such as Meng-ch'en, T'u­
ju-ho, Izgil (Ssu-chie), Hu-hsie near them.90 The tribe in 
the far south among the Toles tribes was Huns. They 
acknowledged fealty to the Chinese Emperor under the 
leadership of A-t'an-chih, who received the title of Ilte­
ber, in 630. Sir Tardushs accepted the rule of China 
completely in 647. Their lands were called the military 
govemorhip of Kao-lan. Later, it was divided into two 
parts as the east and the west.91 

KANGLI TRIBE 

The name Kangli is given explicitly in the historical 
sources. As far as we know, they were a branch of Kipc­
haks. We provided detailed information under the title 
of Kao-ch' e tribe. They lived north of Aral Lake. 92 Mah­
mud of Kasgar mentions a Kipchak chief called Kang-
1. 93 
ı. 

KARLUQ TRIBE 

When Karluqs first appeared on the stage of his­
tory, they were living near P-ku-chen Water west of the 
Altai Mountains.94 Their names are mentioned among 
the listed tribes ofToles for 605. Karluqs are close-to the 
Göktürks or at least they are their relative tribe. There­
fore, they are indicated among the Göktürk dynasty 
such as Turgish tribe, not among the Toles tribes.95 

The relations between Karluqs and Tibetans after 
eighth century appear in the Chinese records.102 Rema­
inders of Karluqs were found around Kuku Nor in ele­
venth-twelfth centuries. 103 Again the name of Bukhara 
Karluqs is mentioned due to their relations with Kara­
hanid State in the events in twelfth century, since the 
main component of the Karahanid State was the Karluq 
tribe. 104 

According to Hudud'ul-Alam, there are five location 
names belonging to Karluqs. There were some parts of 
Tibet, borders of Yaghma and Toquz Oghuz in the east 
of Karluq country; some parts of Yaghma tribe and the 
country in Mawaraunnahr in the south, Oghuz borders 
in the west and Tuhsil, Chigil, Toquz Oghuz countries 
in the north. 105 There was the Basham region of Kar­
luqs near Chirchick River and Narin River. 106 Accor­
ding to the information provided by Pendname, Sebuk 
Tegin, founder of Ghaznavids, originated from Basham, 
which was a Karluq city. 107 Karluqs were opposed to 
Karahanid State over time. This situation was to the ad­
vantage of Karahitays that came from the east. 108 It is 
especially known that they had adverse effect in Katwan 
(Katvan) Battle and caused them to advance into Kho­
rassan after 113 7. 109 · 

KIPCHAK TRIBE 

The name Kipchak first appeared on the stage of 
the history in the region around Tobol-Ishim Rivers. In 
this time, Kimeqs were living around Irtish River. They 
were in the north of Pechenegs. 11° Kuns were in the 

north of Kansu-Odos region of China. 
Kuns came from the east and joined 
with Kipchaks and Kimeks. A group of 
people consisting of 300 tenants set out 
from China to attack Karahanidd State, 
however, driven back by Togan, the ru­
ler of Karahanid State (1017/1018). 111 

Mahmud of Kasghar reported that Kipc­
haks were among the Turkish tribes. 112 

It is known that they were divi­
ded into three tribes: These were 
Mou-ts'e (Mou-loo), Ch'ih-ssu (P'o­
fu) and T'a-shih-li.96 Karluqs rebel­
led against T'ung Yabgu, the ruler 
of West Göktürk, they were under 
the command of and played an im­
portant role weakening his po­
wer.97 Ni-shu Kul Ilteber, the chief 
of Karluqs and Bagatur, ruler of 
Ch'u-mu-k'uns left Ch'e-pi and pas­
sed to the side of Chinese army. 
Kao Tsung, the Chinese ruler, went 
to the sacred T'ai Mountain to 
worship in his own country in 666, 
Ch'i-li Tudun, chief of Karluqs, and 
more than thirty chiefs of the tribe 
were with him.98 Objeccs from Domod Kurgan Mongolia 

Actually, Kipchaks played an im­
portant role on the region extending 
from Irtish River to the Danube River 
and Central Europe. They maintained 
their achievements in three continents 
for centuries. Kipchaks were called 
Kipchak (Kıfşak) (Islamic), Kun (Hun­
garian), Khartes (Armenian), Polvets 
and Polovtsı (Russian), Falben, Falones, 

We see Karluqs among the tribes that acknowled­
ged fealty to the second Göktürk State in 682. They not 
only rebelled against Kapgan in 711, but also made con­
tacts with China. As a consequence of Karluq-Chinese 
relations, one whole group of the three Karluq tribes to­
ok shelter in T'ang Empire.99 There were fights betwe­
en Karluqs and the Göktürks in the regions close to Chi­
na after 720s.100 

As known, Karluqs overthrew the Göktürk State 
completely together with Uygurs and Basmils in 744. 101 

Valani, Valwen, Pallidit (German and others), Kuma­
nos, Kumanoi, Cumanus, Komani (Byzantine and Lati­
nos) in the source records. 113 Their most common na­
mes are Kipchaks and Cumans. Actually, a Cuman­
Kipchak union was realized after the integration of Ki­
meks, Kipchaks and Kuns (The Yellow) that came from 
the northwest China. The name Cuman came into being 
after Kuns joined the Kipchaks (1012-1013).114 On the 
other hand, the name, Cuman,115 is indicated as yellow, 
anımı for their yellow hair in Armenian, Russian and 
German source records. 
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Kipchaks lived on a region extending from Irtish 
River and Balkash Lake to · the north Syr Darya and 
Middle-West Kazakhstan steppes116 in ninth and ele­
venth centuries. They came near Itili River in the begin­
ning of eleventh century (1030s).117 

KIRGHIZ TRIBE 

The actual homeland of Kirghiz was the north of 
Kogmen Mountains, Kem Basin that is one of the 
branches of Yenisei River. There are different theories 
that the name Kirghiz originated from the Turkish exp­
ression kır gezmek (wandering in the country) or Kırk 
Oğuz (Forty Oghuzs). 118 The first record of the word 

residential area when they were defeated by Chih-chih 
Shayu during the period we could not find any informa­
tion· about them. Apart from this, there is not any re­
cord about Kirghizs during the Hun period. 

It is observed that Kirghizs started to be mentioned 
in historical texts following the establishment of Gök­
türk State. It is estimated that Kirghizs lived in the regi­
on between Kem River and Abakan River during the pe­
riod before 552. After. the Göktürks State was establis­
hed, they were observed near Lake Baikal. The name of 
Kirghizs under the rule of Uygur State is Chia-chia-ssu. 
It means yellow-red faced. During this period, Kirghizs 
maintained their relations with some tribes and states 

such as Karklucks, Tibet, Iran 
· (Ta-shih). 

Kirghizs terminated the ru-
le of Great Uygur State that had 

Kirghiz was as Ke-k. 119 This 
was the first transcription of 
this name. We observe that it 
was later mentioned as Chie­
ku.120 It was written as Ch'i­
ku121 in the early periods of 
the Göktürks (555s), Chie­
ku122 in about 648, Chie-ku 
during the era of Great Uygur 
State (744-840), and Hsia­
chia-ssu, Chia-chia-ssu 123 and 
Ho-ke-ssu. 124 These are all 
different transcriptions of the 
word, Kirghiz. However, the 

Vases which have been found in Töv Noyan Uul Kurgan, Mongolia 

lasted for approximately one 
century and captured Otuken 
region, thus marked their na­
mes into Turkish history. They 
further took action to improve 
their independence and to es­
tablish a new state. Kirghizs 
sent an envoy to duna in 843 
and urged them to recognize 
the new established state. 132 

expression, Ho-ke-ssu, given in VlHTK125 is the closest 
one to the name of Kirghiz. He-kus, who lived in the 
north foot of Pai-shan (Aktag) of the Tanri Mounta­
ins, 126 were indicated in the list given for Toles tribes in 
about 603. 

Since the last transcription of the name, Kirghiz, is 
close to the name He-ke-ssu, it is concluded that they 
were called this name in the relevant time. 127 This gives 
information not only about the name of Kirghiz but al­
sa a reply to later claims that they were not Turkish in 
origin.128 In addition, it is another interesting point that 
the name, Kirghizs, maintained its transcription for 
centuries. 

Kirghizs were mentioned for the first time in the 
history during the era of Shan-yu'su Mo-tun of the Gre­
at Hun Empire. 129 According to this information, Kirg­
hizs lived among some tribes such as Ting-ling, Ch'u­
she, Hun-yu, Hsin-li and called as Ke-k'un. Kirghizs 
that were possibly under the command of other tribes 
listed in about 203 BC, are not mentioned in the records 
thereafter. During this period, they lived near Kem Ri­
ver in the north of Altai Mountains. 130 

Kirghizs, defeated by Chih-chih Shan-yu in 46 BC, 
had to acknowledge fealty to this ruler. Kirghizs were 
mentioned with the name, Chien-k'un, then. They went 
back to the real center, 7000 (3710 km) away, when they 
were defeated by Chih-chih. They were far away from 
Kuca (Ch'u-she) about five thousand (2650 km). 131 The 
said region was in the north of Altai Mountains and 
west of Tannu-ola (Sayan) mountains. It is understood 
that Kirghizs spread to the north of Isik Lake where the 
Wu-suns had lived and they went back to their former 

This envoy was informed that they would be recognized 
provided that they attack Uygurs and Hei-ch'e-tzus. 133 

Kirghizs rejected this offer at the beginning. However, 
the Chinese came to an agreement with Kirghizs to pu­
nish Uygurs and Hei-ch'e-tzu tribe in March 844.134-Ac­
cording to this agreement, Kirghizs would take action 
(invade) in the autumn of that year and the Chinese 
army would take action with the troops of You-chou, 
T'ai-yuan, Chen-wu, T'ien-te regions and wait them be­
fore important passages. Eventually, Kirghizs attacked 
Shih-weis with their two thousand warriors. Shih-weis 
were defeated and Kirghizs drove Uygılrs to the nort­
hern parts of Gobi Desert. The Uygurs who escaped to 
the mountains and forests advanced into East Turkistan 
and took shelter in the state of Menlig Tegin who ruled 
the Uygurs near Kuca. 135 

The name, Kirghiz, is mentioned many times in 
Turkish inscriptions in addition to the Chinese records 
mentioned above. 136 As far as we understand from the 
Tonyukuk inscription, the Chinese came to an agre­
ement with the Ten Arrows and Kirghizs. The Ten Ar­
rows and Kirghizs would reside in Altai Mountains and 
come to an agreement with the Chinese, and attack 
Kapgan, the Göktürk Khagan. However, the Göktürk 
army under the command of Kapgan and Tonyukuk 
overcame Kogmen Mountains in the winter of years 
696-697 and defeated Kirghizs severely near Ani River, 
one of the branches of Yenisei River. Even the Khagan 
of Kirghizs died there. When Kapgan Khagan was killed 
by the Bayirku tribe, Bilge Khagan erected a balbal (mo­
nument) for him referring to the dead Kirghiz Khagan 
in 716.137 
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When the Göktürk State was overthrown and Uy­
gurs took its place, the first Khagan Bayan Chor (745-
759) fought against Kirghizs in order to enforce the or­
der of the state. 138 The Kirghizs, defeated by Bogu Kha­
gan before 779, were also severely defeated by Tuna Ba­
ga Tarkan (779-789), who took his place after killing 
him. 139 We observe that Kirghizs fought against Uygurs 
and defeated. Kutlug Bilge Khagan, from Uygurs, not 
only killed the chief of Kirghizs but also captured many 
horses and cattle in his expedition to Kirghizs. In addi­
tion, the iron trade executed by Uygurs together with ot­
her tribes and cities was taken under the control of Uy-
gurs. 140 . 

od and protect their feet and legs. They would manufac­
ture round shields for their shoulders and thus protect 
themselves from spears. 

The title of their chief was A-je. It is known that 
they had the surname of A-je just because of this fact. 
They would gather around the erected flag and take the 
red color granted. Others had the title respecting their 
own tribes. Their clothes were made of precious sable 
and beaver. A-je would wear cap made of sable in win­
ters and gold in summers. Its tip was sharp (pointed) 
and the bottom side was folded. All members of Kirg­
hizs would wear caps made of. white felt and would 

bring a knife and sharpening 
stone with them. The clothes 
they wore were made of leat­
her. They did not wear caps. 
The clothes of women were 
made of wool and silk. The silk 
used in the clothes would be 
brought from Beshbalik, Fer­
gana and Iran. 

There is precious little in­
formation about Kirghizs in 
Islamic records. These re­
cords only mention the 
branch that originated in the 
region of the Yenisei River. A 
caravan would come to Tran­
soxania from Kirghiz state 
once in two years. The materi­
als on the caravan were preci­
ous furs, musk and wood (be­
ech) especially used in arrow 
production. Many textile pro­

Balbals from Bayanhongor, Mongolia 

A-je would settle in Green 
Mountain (Ch'ing-shan). The­
re was fence around instead of 
wall. They had tents called Mi­
t' e Ch'ih-t'o made of woven 

ducts and commercial commodities would be taken to 
Kirghiz State. The Kirghiz Khagan would stay in the 
city called Kemcikesh. They did not have any other citi­
es. They are indicated as the sole tribe that burnt their 
dead people. They lived in tents made of felt, played 
mortal games and worshipped fire. There was a tribe 
called Furi under their command. There was Kemekas 
town where the Kirghiz Khagan resided. There was 
another Kirghiz tribe called Kuseym. They would htint 
to get fur, musk and hutuvv (horn).141 We learn that 
Kirghizs could field eighty thousand well-trained warri­
ors. 142 There were Kaurikans in the east, Tibetans in the 
south and Karluqs in the southwest. It is clearly indica­
ted that their traditions resembled noticeably the Gök­
türk traditions. 143 

The following interesting information can be provi­
ded about them: the lands of Kirghizs were ful! of wa­
ter, moist and damp in summers. It would snow much 
in winters. Ali of them were tall and huge. They had red 
hair, light skin, and green eyes. They were called snake 
tigers. The climatic conditions were very severe. Even 
half of the big rivers would freeze. They would cultiva­
te corn, wheat, and similar cereals. They would get flo­
ur through grinding. They would cultivate in the third 
month and would harvest in the ninth month. They wo­
uld cook and produce drinks. They did not have any ve­
getables and fruits. Their horses were strong and huge. 
The excellent warriors would become the chief of hor­
semen. They had many camels, cattle, and sheep. There 
might be a few thousand animals in rich farms. They 
mined iron after every rain. They would manufacture 
sharp arms from good quality iron and convey them to 
the Göktürks. They had arrows, arches and spears as 
weapons. Mounted warriors would make shields of wo-

felts. The chiefs of the tribe would live in small tents. 
When warriors were summoned to a campaign, they 
would all take action. They would present the fur of sab­
le and green mice as tax. 

There were six positions other than the Kirghiz Ru­
ler in the state administration. These were the Prime 
Minister (Hsin-hsiang), tudun (T'u-tu), ch'ang-shih (ci­
vil officer), general (chiang-chun), takan (Ta-kan). Ali of 
the seven Prime Ministers, three tuduns and ten lieute­
nants had military positions. In the mean time, there 
were fifteen high-ranking officers. Ali of the tribes wo­
uld eat meat with koumiss. Only A-je would eat somet­
hing like bread with meat. 

Their written language was the same as the langu­
age of the Uygurs. Their laws were very severe. The pu­
nishment employed for the people, who escaped from 
the battle, did not execute their office, who were treac­
herous, and who were thieves, was death. 

KIMEK TRIBE 

Kimeks appeared in history in 656. Their ruler had 
the title of Shad Tutik. 144 When Uygur State was 
overthrown in 840, some tribes such as Eynur, Bayan­
dur and Tatar joined Kimeks. The Kimek rulers were 
called Baygu (Yabgu) from then on. 145 Idrisi, who refer­
red to a record belonging to tenth and eleventh centuri­
es, reports the name of their ruler as Canaq Ibn Hakan 
el-Kimeki. 146 There are ancient Turkish scripts on sto­
ne mirrors belonging to ninth-tenth centuries in Irtish 
and Tarbagatay. 147 

The homeland of Kimeks was Upper Irtish region. 
It is estimated that they were the successors of Chiks 
that lived during Göktürk and Uygur periods. 148 There 
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were Kirghiz in the east, Artush and Etil Rivers in the 
south, some of the Kipchaks in the west and some part 
of non-residential area in the north. 149 

Gerdizi indicates Kimeks as seven tribes. The na­
mes of these tribes are Imi, Imak, Tatar, Balandur, 
Hipchack, Ankaz and Eclal. 150 In addition, the Imi tri­
be had a small tribe called Bayavut under its command. 
This tribe would appear among Mongols later. 151 Ho­
wever, according to Hudud'ul Alem, Kimeks are repor­
ted that they lived in 11 tribes, 152 but only the names of 
Hifchack (Ifchack), Karkara, Han, Yagsun and Yasu are 
mentioned. 

According to Hudud'ul Alem, the ruler had the title 
ofHaKhagan (the ruler), 153 and the title ofTutug accor­
ding to Miicnıaliit-tevarilı. 154 Sable, beaver and fox we­
re among their important assets. Traders from Transo­
xania would go to Kimeks and Kirghiz, and would purc­
hase precious furs from them. 155 

When Liao (Karahitay) State was established in the 
north of China in 916, they came to the region of north­
west China, namely the Kuns (the yellow) Tarbagatay in 
Ordos and drove Kimeks to the west 
and then integrated \vith them. 156 

Kipchak and Yimek substituted the 
name Kimek in eleventh century. 157 

Yemeks were among the Kharazms­
hah army including Bayavuts in 
twelfth century. 158 

On the other hand, Yimaks (Ki­
maks) were a group from Turkish 
tribes and belonged to Kiphaks. 159 

KUEI-KUO TRIBE 

There. is very little information 
about Kuei-kuo tribe that is not 
mentioned much in the records and 
did not participate in any political 
event or battle. 160 

KURIKAN TRIBE 

Ku-MO-NIEN TRIBE 

Ku-mo-nien Tribe is observed after a eight-day tra­
vel towards north from Tou-liou tribe. K's-shih-yen, Po­
ma and K'u-mo tribes were also in the same region. 
They did not have herds such as cattle and sheep. Their 
marriage traditions were similar to the traditions of the 
Göktürks. There were a great many pine trees (sun-hua) 
on their lands. They would bring furs made of sable and 
mouse leather. Green and white skinned ones would be 
elected as the chief. 166 

ÜGHRAKS 

It is known that Oghraks lived on the border of Uy­
gurs. They were famous for their courage. They were al­
so caİled as Black Yigach: Ughrak is a type of Turks li­
ving on Black Yagach border. 167 

0GHUZ TRIBE 

Although there are many explanations about Og­
huzs tribe, ok+u+z meaning "tribe" is now commonly 

accepted. 168 The appearance of 
Ten Arrows and Turgish tribe169 

after the year 634 in West Gök­
Türk state supports the philologi­
cal evidences. The fact that the na­
me Oghuz tribe was not mentioned 
in Gök-Türk history until 627 pro­
ves that Tolesh tribe continued the 
pre-Oghuzs period functions. In ot­
her words, the name Tolesh and its 
concept lost its importance and a 
new fluctuation and construction 
period began in Central Asia after 
the year 627. 

Balbal from Mongolia 

West Oghuzs: Though it was 
estimated that Oghuzs came to 
Seyhun (Syr Darya valley) in 775-
785 (in the reign of the Caliph el 
Mehdi), 170 the assumption that 
they are the followers of Turgish 
tribe is more probable in terms of It is indicated that Kurikans 

(Ku-li-kan) resided in the north of Lake Baikal (Han­
hai)161 and according to some records, they settled 
north of Uygurs and Lake Baikal.162 They had enough 
power to field five thousand well-trained warriors. 163 

According to only a single record, they resided in two 
tribes together. 164 There were many lilies on their lands. 
They would raise well-fed horses. Their heads resemb­
led the heads of camels, their muscles and bones were 
huge and they could run a few hundred kilometers a 
day. 

Kurikans are not much mentioned in the records 
since they lived north of Lake Baikal. However, they 
sent envoys to the funeral of Mukan Khagan and pre­
sented their condolences in 572. When this subject is 
mentioned in Orkhun Inscriptions, the expression, 
Three Kurikans, imply that they lived in three separate 
tribes. 165 

historical flow. 171 It is known that due to pressure of 
the Karluq tribe, the Uygur tribe immigrated to the Tan­
ri mountains-Lake Isık (Light)-Chu-Talas environs and 
in later period they expanded to the west in Syr Darya 
environs and to the northwest of the region. 

This region was the land of W est Gök-Turk state be­
fore the immigration of Turgish tribe. Probably, Tolesh 
tribe constituted Ten Arrows in other word, Seyhun Og­
huzs tribe approximately in 603. The existence of Og­
huzs in ninth century was proved with Islamic re­
cords.172 A large area, from Isficap City to Caspian Sea 
including Mangıshlac became the home for Oghuzs tri­
be. The southern border in Mangıshlac was Curcan. Si­
yah-küh (Karabakh) peninsula was invaded by Oghuzs. 
The border began from Jit region in Curcan city.173 The 
border in the east part expanded to Baratekin region lo­
cated on the south side of Lake Aral. The main popula-
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tion density of Oghuzs was in the surrounding of Sey­
hun (Syr Darya). Sozak City located in the north hand 
side of Karabakh named Karacuk in the records. The 
border in the north reached to Itil and to the north of 
Cem-Emra River. The other cities in Syr Darya basin 
were Yenikent (Newcity), Cend, Barchınlıg city, Sıgnak, 
Karnak, Süt-kent (Milk-city), Sabran, Ashnas, Otrar 
(Farab), liran, Ozkend, Sayram-Isficab.174 Moreover 
Dede Korkut and Oghuzs myths are said to ha_ppen in 
Karabakh in other words in Syr Darya basin. l 7:ı 

Moreover the wooden transcription fo­
und in Talas mentions the Inner Og­
huzs. 176 And again Shine Usu transc­
ript mentions the Eight Oghuzs. 177 

It was seen that the Oghuzs fo­
unded a state of which the capital 
for winter was Yeni-kent (New 
City) in the beginning of tenth cen­
tury. The title of the ruler was yab­
gu and the regent of the ruler was 
Kul Erkin. The army commanded by 
"Sübası". There were other titles such 
as Tınal and Tarkan. 

Po-MA TRIBE (PIEBALD HoRSE TRIBE) 

Po-ma tribe, with Turkish meaning "Piebald Horse" 
or "Stained Horses" was called sometimes Pi+st'u and 
sometimes E-lo-chih tribe in some records. 182 They we­
re on the north side of Gök-Turks. It was said that they 
settled down to environs of Lake Baikal and the distan­
ce to the capital of China, Ch'ang-an was approximately 
7 thousand kilometers. A record argues that they settled 

on the north side ofKirghiz tribe. 183 The report 
that they had 30 thousand soldiers in the 

army shows that they were more power­
ful than the other tribes in terms of 

military force. The country was ruled 
by the "erkin" (the ruler). They were 
not different from Gök-Turks. They 
established detachments with 
bows, arrows and swords. As their 
horses were of piebald color, they 
were called by this name. 

They had struggles with Kirghiz 
tribe throughout their history. They 

looked like Kirghiz tribe but their lan­
guages were not completely the same. 

They were longhaired. They made hats from 
The name of Oghuzs was mentioned 

during the rule of Abdullah b. Tahir, gover­
nor of Khorassan (828-844) as they were de­
feated in 838-840 and a thousand soldiers of 

Silver plate, the shelves of Hush tree. They alsa used 
Karluq, Karaz (Bth century) hush tree as a house construction material. 

Oghuzs army were captured. A part of Pechenegs did 
not immigrate to Europe and stayed on Oghuzs lands. 

The Oghuzs fought with the Karluq tribe in the 
east, the Kipchaks tribe and Kimen tribe in the north, 
Khazars and Pechenegs tribes on the northwest bor­
ders. In one of the wars between Karluq tribe and Og­
huzs, the yabgu of the time was killed. The last Sarria­
nid prince Ebu Ibrahim (Munahır) requested help from 
the yabgu (ruler) of Oghuzs to take Transoxania back 
from the Karahan tribe, and they formed an alliance to 
do so. As a result of this cooperation the yabgu accep­
ted Islam and became a Muslim (1001-1002). 178 Some 
historians argue that Ebu Ibrahim requested help from 
the son of Khagan of the Seljuks, Arslan Yabgu. 179 

The Oghuzs tribe consisted of two organizations, 
the Three Arrows (Ok) and Grey Arrows (Ok). In DLT 22 
tribes and in Camiiit-tevaıih 24 tribes were registered. 
Grey Arrows: Kayı, Bayat, Alka-evli (Alka Boluk), Kara­
evli (Kara Boluk), Yazır, Doger, Dodurga, Yaparli (not 
registered in DLT) Afshar, Kızık (not registered in DLT), 
Begdili, Karkın. Three Arrows: Bayındır, Pechene, Ca­
vuldur, Chepni, Salur, Alayııntlu, Yüregir, Bugduz, Yıva 
(va), Kınık. 180 

A group of Oghuzs came to the north part of the 
Black Sea with the name Uz tribe after 870's, appearing 
as Tork in Russian records. They reached Dnieper 
inlOSS and the Danube River in 1065. But with the con­
tagious diseases, starvation and chilling cold added to 
the attacks of Pechenegs tlıey could not maintain their 
political integrity. The remaining population went un­
der the rule of Byzantine and Russia. 181 

Each tribe had their own rulers and no ruler 
obeyed the other ones. 184 

The Göktürks called Po-ma tribe as Ko-ts tribe and 
their county was called Ko-ts. 185 

PU-KU TRIBE (BUGU / BUGUT) 

The Bu-gu tribe186 appeared on the environs of To­
la River in 603 as in the transcriptions of Toles tribe li­
ved on the east side of To-le-ke tribe. They used the sa­
me lands as the Tongra tribe and their army consisted 
of 10 thousand soldiers. Their lands located the most 
north part of the region. Due to the weakening of Gök­
türk state they went under rule of Tarduhs tribe. They 
lived for approximately 20 years under their rule. Tho­
ugh they gained freedom for a short time after 64 7, they 
went under the rule of China. 187 As for the records the 
name P'u-ku was firstly mentioned in AD 300 in Chin 
Shu.188 

The Pu-ku army had at least 30 tents and ten tho­
usand soldiers. They were fond of their freedom and so 
difficult to defeat. They earned their living by breeding 
the horse. 189 

PAI-SHI TRIBE (WHITE KAY) 

The Pai-shi tribe was founded on the former land of 
Hsien-pi tribe. The distance of their capital to the nort­
heast was thousand and fife hundred kilometers. They 
had borders with T'uglo and P'u-ku tribes. They retra­
ined from Sir Tardush tribe. For this reason, they pro­
tected themselves between Ao-chih River and Ling­
Shing Mountain. Their neighbors were Ch'i-tan tribe on 
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the south, Wu-lo-hun tribe on the north, Mo-ho tribe on 
the east and Bayırku tribe on the west part. The width 
of their land from the north to south was about a tho­
usand kilometers. They roi.ınded the mountain. They 
had approximately ten thousand soldiers in the army. 
They made clothes from the red leather. The marrted 
women generally wore copper bracelets; their sons and 
daughters attached rings to the shoulders of the clothes. 

They had three branches; Chü-yen, Wu-jou-mo 
(mei) and the other Huang-shuei. They believed that 
their rulers were bestowed by Göktürk Khagan Hsie-ki. 
They established connections with China in 626-648. 
But as their lands declared as Chih-yen chou their ru­
lers was appointed as military govemor (Ts' e-shih). 190 

PECHENEG TRIBE 

The Pechenegs are one of Turkish tribes that 
appeared in Middle Kazakhstan. 191 They appe­
ared probably pursuant to the reconstruction of 
Khagan Isbara of Göktürk tribe in 634.192 

They may have lived between Lake Isık and 
Balkas, since one of Pecheneg tribe had the 
name Chor while the other one had the na­
me Chopan. In fact, Pechenegs consisted of 
eight main tribes and forty little branches. 
The names of the main tribes were: Irtım, 
Chor, Yula, Kulpey (Kol Beg), Kari Bay, 
Talmat, Kopun and Chopan. The first three 
tribes had more respect than the others did 
and for this reason they were called Kan­
gar. 193 

The movements of Karluq tribe due to 
the pressures of Uygurs tribe caused the 
immigrati.on of Pechenegs tribe from the 
south part of Lake Balkas to the shores of 
the Sır Darya. As for the Byzantine re­
cords of Constantine Porphyrogennetos "a 
number of Pechenegs who immigrated to 
the deep west of the region due to the pres­
sures of Oghuzs stayed with the population 
of Oghuzs." So they may be Pechenegs that 
were mentioned in the records of Oghuzs lis­

There are many records in Islamic history on the 
Pechenegs tribe. 196 Many of their golden and silver ar­
tifacts have survived to the present tiıne. 197 It was also 
mentioned in the records that Pechenegs (Becanek) we­
re Turkish and lived near Oghuzs tribe. 198 

SHA-T'o TRIBE 

The Sha-t'o tribe is one of the Turkish tribes that 
emerged in the West Göktürk state. The West Göktürk 
state was dragged into a domestic crisis due to the de­
ath of T'ung Yabgu in 630. At this time, they lived at the 
foot of the Tanrı Mountains and the Ch'u-yue tribe was 

accepted as their ancestors. In other words, 
Ch'u-yue was the very first name of Sha-t'o gro­
ups. Ch'u-yue tribe was living within a comp-
lex structure as Ch'u-mi tribe and Tardush 

tribe. As the borders of Ch'u-yue covered 
the sandy area located on the east part of 
Barkol and extending to the north and so-

uth of the region, their name was Sha-t'o 
meaning pile of sand. Also they were known 

as Sh~t'o Göktürk tribe. 

They came under Chinese rule as of 
the year 659 but they iınmigrated to Bes­
balık (Pei-t'ing) with the other tribes due 
to the attacks of Tibetan tribes. Anyway; 
they capitulated to Tibet tribe in the be­
ginning of ninth century with the popula­
tion of seven thousand tents. Tibetans to­
ok them to Kansu region. Tibetans also 

battled in the area and in 808 they immigra­
ted to the east part of Otuken Mountains 
with a population consisting 30 thousand 
people. Tibetans followed them. They came 
up to You River by fighting. They progres­
sed until Shih-me, fought ali the time with 
Tibetans but there was no success. 

After this development, the leaders of 
Sha-t'o tribe received many different pre­
sents from the Chinese and they settled to 
Ling-chou region to protect themselves from 
Tibetans. In later periods, the commanders 
and other rulers of Sha-t'o tribe gained vari­
ous successes on behalf of the T'ang Dynasty. 

ted in Kashgar. 194 In later periods, Peche­
negs migrated from the north of Lake Aral to 
the north of Caspian Sea. 195 Later between 860-
880, they expanded as far as the Don-Kuban ba­
sin. After this period the Khazar State was sub­
jected to great difficulties. Pechenegs expanded 

Drawing ofa 
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sculpture 

In a later period, the Sha-t'o tribe beca­
me the heir of the T'ang dynasty and created 
three families one after another. The son of 
Ling-chou founded the first Sha-t'o ruler in 

into the valley located on the north part of Black Sea 
and to the Balkans, besides expelling the Hungarians in­
to Central Europe. They regulated their lands as eight 
parts. They migrated to the Lower Danube due to the at­
tacks of the Uz tribe (1049). Though they had battles 
with Byzantium, they dissolved due to the joint attack 
of the Byzantines and Cumans in 1091. A part of the po­
pulation went to the Hungarians' region and another 
group stayed on in the Danube environs. They were ab­
le to maintain their existence until the end of the twelfth 
centuıy. 

923 and the later dynasty took the name T'ang. As the 
population of the tribe was small due to the militaristic 
structure of the tribe, the tribe could not survive for a 
long time and dissolved in the year 936. The second 
Sha-t' o state was founded in 937 and took the name 
Chin. But the state dissolved due to harsh attacks of Kı­
tan tribe. The ruler was captured. The general called Li­
ou-Chih-vuan founded another state in 947, took the na­
me Han but like the other two states, this state dissol­
ved after three years. So, the existence of Sha-t'o tribe in 
China ended in the year 950. 199 
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SIR (SIX SIR) TRIBE 

The appearance of the Sir Tardush tribe resulted 
from the domination of Hsie tribe on Yen-t'o tribe. As 
this tribe founded a Khagan state after the development 
process, China had to accept the importance of the sta­
te and many of the surrounding tribes went under the 
rule of the newly founded state. This unity of the tribes 
dissolved due to the defeat of the Sir Tardush tribe by 
the Chinese and by other tribes in the year 647. The na­
me was also used for the tribe dwelling on Tola River 
basin in the second Göktürk State period. 

When Khagan Bilge had the throne and stated his 
area of dominance, he mentioned the tribes "Six Sir, Ni­
ne Oghuzs, and Two Ediz".200 The word Sir mentioned 
on the tombstone of Tonyuk:uk proves the eıdstence of 
the Sir group dwelling in the basin of Tola River like the 
other tribes such as Turk Sir, Bodun, and Oghuzs gro­
up. 201 

Ssu-CIHE (Izcn) TRIBE 

Izgıl tribe was the "urug" part of Toles community 
who dwelled on the surrounding area of Tola River abo­
ut the year 603. At the time, Meng-ch'en, T'u-joho, Hun 
and Hu-shie tribes were sharing the same lands and 
they had 29 thousand soldiers.202 They united with Chi­
na after 647. 

In a later period the Izgıl tribe was seen on the 
lands of former Sir Tardush tribe. Like the many other 
Turkish tribes, the Izgil tribe established ties with the 
Chinese and constructed their structure in line with 
that of·Chinese.203 

When the country of Khagan Kapgan broke out in 
rebellion in 715, Izgil tribe was 
among the rebels. Khagan Kul 
Tigin joined to the war on his 
famous horseback. As result 
Khagan Bilge and Khagan Kul 
Tigin defeated them. The horse 
of Kul Tigin died in the war.204 

SIR TARDUSH TRIBE 

in;t China in 669. The emperor of T'ang dynasty crus­
hed this rebellion by asking help from the Göktürks.207 

TA-HAN TRIBE 

They were located on the north side of the Chu' tri­
be. It was reported that they had plenty of sheep and 
horse herds. The people were tali and large. They dwel­
led near surrounding of Chien-hai with Kirghiz tribe. 
They did not immigrate to the region in the former pe­
riods. They provided leather and horses to the Chinese 
Palace. It was reported that in la ter periods they went to 
the palace again for various reasons.208 

TARDUSH TRIBE 

While the second Göktürk state was reorganized 
the name of Tolesh and Tardush tribes were mentioned 
in the records.209 Mention of the Tardush and Tolesh 
tribes in the foundation period of the Second Göktürk 
shows their importa.nce bet\veen 552 and 630. In the Se­
cond Göktürk state period, after the year 682, the To­
lesh lived on the east the Tardush tribe lived on the west 
part of the region. So, we estimate that they lived near 

· the Basin of Irtish River.210 

In the organization after the Kapgan took the title 
of Khagan in the year 692, the name Bilge was registe­
red the honor name of Tardush tribe.211 üne of the ru­
les took the funeral of Kul Tigin in the year 732 was Tar­
dush Inanchu Chor.212 

The name of Tardush tribe was indirectly menti­
oned on the transcripts. Upon the death of Tonyuk:uk 
and his wife, who waged battles in the regions of the 
Kirghiz tribe between 696 and 697, Kapgan was the 
only commander of the army. With the addition of Inal 

and Bilge in the year 698, they 
progressed up to the Yansh Valley. 
At this the name of Tardush Shad 
was mentioned in the transc­
ripts.213 It was known that the res­
pective in the transcripts was Bilge 
himself. As they won the war in la­
ter period, Ten Arrows (Turgish 
tribe) repelled the Tardush Shad to 
the east part of the region.214 

The Sir Tardush tribe was 
among the important tribes that 
proved its importance and eıds­
tence in geographical land of 
the Göktürk State before the ye­

Pitchers from the excavations in Osh, Kyrgyzstan 

The name of Tardush was also 
mentioned on the tombstone of 
Turkish ruler, Kul Chor and in he 
Hushotu transcript dated 716. This 

ar 647. After their emergence in 628, following the di­
sintegration of the East Göktürk State in the year 630, 
they acted like a state between 628 and 647. Ali records 
inform us about the integration of Sir and Tardush tri­
bes and they were accepted within the Toles commu­
nity.205 Sir Tardush tribe maintained its eıdstence until 
603 on the east part of Altai and the Tanri Mountains. 
Tardush tribe lost a war with Chinese in the second half 
of seventh century and they dissolved. A part of the po­
pulation were taken to China and settled to Ch'i-t'-an re­
gion.206 The remaining population hada rebellion aga-

shows that Kul-Chor or Kul-İç-Chor was ruling the Tar­
dush tribe.215 

After Bayan Chor took the title of Khagan, he frequ­
ently fought with the other tribes to make them its sla­
ves. After the battle against the Tatar tribe in 749, he 
sent his two sons to rule the Tardush community, bes­
towing them with the title of yagbu and shad.216 It was 
estimated that Haytu Tamir transcripts belonged to the 
Tarddush tribe. And the records mentioned about the 
Tardush cornrnander called Kul Chor who gained suc­
cess in attacks on the Beshbalyk tribe.217 
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TOQUZ ÜGHUZ (CHIOU-HSING) TRIBE 

The name Toquz Oghuz tribe was used for the com­
munity who dwelled on the east part of Göktürk state, 
near surrounding of Tola River and Kerulen region, af­
ter the weakening period of East Göktürk state follo­
wing 626. The Toquz Oghuz tribes 
had generally the following names: 
P'u-ku (Bugu), Hun (Qun), Bayırku 
(Pa-ye-ku), Tonra (T'ung-lo), Ssu­
chie, Ch'i-pi, A-pu-sse, Ku-lun-wu­
ku, Ediz (A-tie).218 

With the Otuken based develop­
ment of the Uygur State after the ye­
ar 742, this situation led to the ad­
mission ofToquz Oghuzs to the uni­
on. And in later periods, the Toquz 
Oghuz tribe kept its existence under 
the rule of the Uygur state.219 The 
Uygur State was registered as Toquz 
Oghuz tribe in the Islamic re­
cords. 220 

The Khagans of Toquz Oghuz 
were among those informed about 
the developments in the countıy of Balbal 

Bilge Khagan.221 As for his state-
ments, the Toquz Oghuz tribe was one of the elements 
of Göktürk State. Later, the Toquz Oghuz tribe was 
among those whom Kutlug Khagan battled in the foun­
dation period of Göktürk state. And in this stage the na­
mes of Baz Khagan, Kirgiz tribe, Kurikan tribe, Otuz 
Tatar tribe, Ki tan tribe and Tatabi tribe were mentioned 
in the records. But the important matter here is that the 
names of the respective tribes were always mentioned 
with the community that constituted the tribe.222 This 
situation shows that Toquz Oghuz tribe was not a sing­
le unit but a complex structure that involved many dif­
ferent communities.223 

After overcoming the rebellion of Karluq tribe and 
Basmil tribe in 714, the Toquz Oghuz tribe, once known 
as the best ally of the Khagan was an enemy after this 
period. Bilge Khagan explained this situation, as "they 
became our enemies due to the confusion between the 
sky and the earth". Bilge Khagan had four wars with 
them and defeated them in Togu Balik, Antargu near 
Antargu River, Ezgenti Kadiz.224 In 716 Toquz Oghuz 
tribe left their homeland and migrated to China.225 

Toquz Oghuz tribe had struggles with Bayan Char 
Khagan. In Shine Usu manuscripts, it was said that they 
ruled the Toquz Oghuz tribe fora complete century.226 

During the development of the Uygur State, Bayan Char 
Khagan collected all Toquz Oghuz tribes under the sa­
me roof.227 The records shows that Bayan Chor fought 
with the Toquzs Oghuz tribe in 751.228 In this period 
Toquz Oghuz dwelled in the Basin of Ani River and es­
tablished cooperation with Kirgiz and Citlek tribes. 

There is also information on the Toquz Oghuz tribe 
in the Islamic records. For example; according to Hu­
dud al-Alam (Borders of t_}1e Wörİd) their neighbor on 

the north was the Kirghiz state and they were the most 
populous Turkish state in the region. They exported ni­
ce scents, lined fox fur, gray squirrel, sable, sabica fur, 
various types of horns, and the leathers of yak bulls. 
Their most important animals were sheep and cattle. 
They were the richest Turkish tribe in the surrounding 

region. And there are seven regions that 
were supposed to belong to them. 229 

To-LAN-KE TRIBE 

This tribe was not mentioned on the 
records before 647. They appeared after 
the collapse of the unity of Tardush tribe 
in the same year. They lived on the sur­
rounding lands of Tola River. They had 
ten thousand well-trained soldiers in 
their army. Though they had no relation 
with Chinese before the collapse of Tar­
dush unity, T'ang Empire recognized 
them. Their ruler Mo went to the palace 
in China several times. After the const­
ruction period of 650 in the East Gök­
türk state, they took part within the bor­
ders of Yen-jan military administration 
system. The title of their rulers was right 
great general. After his death, Sai-fu kept 

the existence of the state with the title il teber. 230 

Tu-Po TRIBE 

They were also called as Tu-p'o tribe. Their borders 
were Hsiao-hai on the north side, Kirgiz state in the 
west part and Uygur state on the south side. They sepa' 
rated to three branches. These three branches had their 
own ruling structure. They had no concept of year or ti­
me. There is other information relating to them: they 
made their dwellings from plants. They did not know 
cultivation. There were hundreds of types of plant in 
their lands. They ate the roots of these plants. They hun­
ted wild animals and fish for food. They · made their 
clothes from the furs of wild animals. They hid dead pe­
opk in the holes of trees and caves in the mountains. 
They mourned dead people. They were similar to the 
Göktürk State. Their punishment system was lighter 
than the others. For example, the punishment for ste­
aling something was to pay double the price of the go­
od stolen. Due to the visit of the Kurikan rulers in the 
year 648, they had relations with Chinese by sending en­
voys to China. 231 

TONGRA TRIBE 

The Tongra tribe was among those whose name 
was mentioned in the lists. They were among the po­
werful tribes on the Basin of Tola River with the other 
tribes such as P'u-ku, Wei-ho, Bayırku, Fu-lo.232 They li­
ved under the rule of Sir Tardush State. It was said that 
they had the same traditions as the Göktürk State. They 
located on the north side of Sir Tardush and on·the west 
of the To-lan-ko tribe. The distance to the capital of Chi­
na was eighteen thousand kilometers. Their ability to 
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place 30-thousand soldierş in the arrny showed their po­
wer. They sent envoys to the palace of China by benefi­
ting from the deterioration of Göktürk State in 628. 
They requested the rule of China in later periods. China 
allocated the military region of Kuei-lin. Their generals 
were known as ilteber Shih-chien Chor in the earlier pe­
riods but in later periods they took the title of military 
governor. 

When the Second Göktürk state in the year 682, so­
me of the runaways of Oghuzs came to the lands of Ton­
yukuk and told them of the emergence ofa new Khagan 
with higher authorities. The runaway mentioned that 
Khagan sent envoys to China and · sent another envoy 
called Tongra Eshim to Göktürk to establish cooperati­
on with them.233 We can gather from these statements 
that Tongra tribe was a part of Toquz Oghuz State in 
the respective period. 

The name, Tonrga, was mentioned in the serial re­
bels against Second Göktürk State in 716. After Kul Ti­
gin fought with Karluq tribe, Az, Ilgiz, Toquz Oghuzs, 
Ediz, and Oghhuzs tribes and defeated all of them, a 
group of Tongra soldiers killed ten soldiers in the fune­
ral of Tonga Tekin.234 

In 742, 5 of their rulers immigrated and accepted 
the rule of China with a population of ten thousand pe­
ople. They were settled in the Shuo-fang region. Besides 
giving the lands located to the south of the Yellow Ri­
ver, they had clothes. He-ch'u lands were evacuated be­
cause of them. They rebelled after ten years. All tribe 
communities passed through the river and came to the 
north of the desert. They dissolved due to attacks of Uy­
gurs and the society dispersed into the surrounding re­
gions. A-pu-see took refuge in Karluq State in a later pe­
riod. The administrator of Pei-t'ing talked to him and 
persuaded him to submit to China. In the end, he was 
killed in the capital city of China.235 

TuHSIL TRIBE 

The Tuhsil tribe dwelled on the Basin of lli River on 
the west part of the lands of Chigil tribe. Their west bor­
der expanded to the fountain of Chu River. The names 
of their cities were: Suyab, Biglilig, Urkes, Lazine and 
Ferahiye and the villages.236 

The Tuhsil tribe, regarded as a sub-branch of Kar­
luq state, was mentioned as Tııhs in Hııdııd al-Alam and 
as Tuhis in Kargar and Merzevi.237 Suyab was an im­
portant place in the period of Göktürk and Turgish tri­
be. It was reported that about 20 thousands soldiers we­
re available in Suyab.238 There is the entry stating that 
a commander called Yınal Tigin ruled the army consis­
ting of three thousand mounted soldiers derived from 
the surrounding villages.239 In a later period, they lived 

in the Kubas region near the lli River. In records, the 
most accurate language was used by the Yagma tribe 
and Toshi tribe.240 And this Turkish was called Hakani 
Turkish. After Mahmud of Kashgar, the names Tohsi 
and Tuhsi do not appear in the records. 

TURGISH TRIBE 

The Turgish tribe appeared after 635 in the Göktürk 
lands due to various political events. The later develop­
ments showed that they were once apart of Western 
Göktürk state. In 634, Khagan Ishbara separated the co­
untry into ten different communities and gave an arrow 
to each of them and after this period the communities 
were called Ten Arrows and Ten Shad.241 Following 
this, fi.ve of these communities were called the Five Tuo­
lu and the remaining fi.ve communities were called as 
Nu-shih-pi. The Five Tuo-lu community was organized 
as small groups and lived on the east part of Tokmak 
(Suei-ye). The right part of the community, Nu-shih-pi 
lived on the west part of Tokmak. The new tribe estab­
lished as a result of this organization was called Ten Ar­
rows. 242 

A-shih-na Ho-lu had -the rule in Western Göktürk 
state after 651 and following to this development the 
center of the state was changed as Ming-bulak and took 
the administration authority of Five Tuo-lu and Nu­
shih-pi corr:ımunity.243 At thisperiod, the name Turgish 
was mentioned in Five Tou-lu community. According to 
this record, there was a group ruled by Turgish Ho-lo­
shih within the Tou-lu tribe and this tribe dwelled on 
the lands near Borotala River. The Ten Arrows commu­
nities, Ch'u-mu-kun Chor were near the Imıl River. Hu­
lu-wu Chu Chor was on the south part of Lake Aral, 

· She-she-t'I-tun near Ebinor, Shu-ni-shih Chü'pan Chor 
on Yıldiz valley. The ones who lived on the west side of 
Chu River were;, Beş Nu-shih-pi, A-hsi-chie Ch'üe Er­
kin, Ke-shu Ch'üe Erkin,Pa-sai-kan, shao-po Erkin, A­
hsi-chie Ni-shu Erkin ve Ke-shu-ch'u-pan Erkin. These 
communities belonged to Five Nu-shih-pi unity.244 

The Turgish tribe gained importance with the gra­
dual deterioration of the West Göktürks in terms of po­
litical effect. In the later years, the West tribes weake­
ned. The people of Five Tuo-lu and Five Hu-shih-pi dis­
solved. The sons of A-shih-na She-er and A-shih-na Pu­
chen', Yüan-ch'ing and Börü Shad, were appointed as 
generals by the Chinese. Börü Shad and Hu-se-lo took 
the rule and Yüan-ch'ing left the authority in 686. The 
title of the Börü Shad was Chie-chung-shih-chu Kha­
gan. 

Turgish tribe took in the alliance against Kapgan 
Khagan of Second Göktürk in 696. After the defeat of 
this alliance by Kapgan Khagan, Turgish tribe went un-
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der the rule of Göktürk state.245 Turgish tribe took part 
in the rebels against the rule ofKapgan Khagan.246 But 
this tribe was defeated in 711 by Bilge and Kul Tigin 
brothers and they were settled to Tabar region.247 The 
Göktürk arnıy progressed and Black Turgish tribe was 
defeated by Kul Tigin.248 

Another ruler appeared on the land dominated by 
Turgish tribe in 715. The ruler called Ch'e-pi-shih-su-lu 
collected the remaining Turgish people and declared 
himself as Khagan. With the help of his power to rule 
the society the quantity of the people he ruled increased 
in a short time and the figure reached to two hundred 
thousand people. He became the hero of the Western 
countries. In this period, the daughter of Bilge Khagan 
with the son of Turgish Khagan and the son of Bilge 
Khagan married the daughter of Turghis Khagan.249 In 
this way, he strengthened the ties between two tribes 
via the acquaintance. The son-in-law of Bilge, and Ma­
karac Tamgacı from Turgish Khagan joined to the fune­
ral of Kul Tigin in 732.250 Moreover, they desired Ten 
Arrows to see the things written on the tombstone of 
Kul Tigin.251 

Il Etmish Kutlug from black tribe of Turgish tribe 
became Kaghan in 742. According to Shine Usu tombs­
tone, Bayan Chor who defeated Three Karluq before 
747 and this situation resulted with the refuge of the 
Ten Arrows, in other words to the Turgish.252 Karluq 
and Turgish tribes defeated them in the later period.253 

The Turgish tribe weakened after the year 756. The 
yellow and black tribes appointed their Khagans and fo­
ught each other. As there were many problems, the re­
bellions could not be controlled. In 759 the Khagan of 
Black Tribe, A-to Pei-lo sent to envoy to the Chinese pa­
lace. As Karluq tribe strengthened it moved to the west. 
The tribe lived on the Basin of Suei-ye River. Both tri­
bes weakened and the population diminished. The re­
maining community of Hu-se-lo went under the rule of 
Uygur State. T'e-p'ang-le began to live in Kashgar and 
declared t-he was the yagbu. The remaining community 
settled to the Chin-so Hill and their population reached 
to two hundred thousand people. 254 

The name, Turgish, was mentioned in two sections 
of Hoytu Tamir. Probably, they fought wars with the ot­
her tribes.255 

The name, Turgish, was mentioned in three lines of 
the Tuba Tombstone. On this record, Ezgene was killed 
when he was 26 years old.256 The west border of Tur­
gish expanded up to the Syr Darya. 257 The Ti betan re­
cords also mention about Turgish tribe.258 

TURKMEN TRIBE 

El-Mukaddesi, who wrote his work in 985, menti­
ons a new Turkmen tribe apart from the Oghuz and 
Karluq tribes. For this study, they lived between Isficab 
and Balagasun. The towns called Baruket and Bulach 
were the border regions with the Turkmen tribes.259 
The quantity of the population was low. 

The Turkmen ruler lived in Ordu. Mahmud of 
Kashgar gives information about the city Ordu and says 
that the region was located around Balasagun.260 In the 
list of climates of Ibn Hurdadbih, the City Ordu was cal­
led the 13th climate. The 15th climate was Suyab and 
16th climate was Barshan. This city was also known as 
the city of Turgish Khagan.261 

YAGMA TRIBE 

They appeared north of the Narin River and were 
very populous. It was reported that they had 1,700 
dans. Their borders were: the Toquz Oghuz State on 
the east, Huland River that joined to Kucha River on the 
south, the Karluq tribe on the west. They had excellent 
weapons and were known as strong warriors. Their ru­
ler was a son of the Toquz Oghuz tribe. Kaçkar, Artush 
and Hirgili were the towns.262 

The Yagma tribe escaped from the Toquz Oghuzs 
and submitted to the Karlu~s. But the Karluqs did not 
do anything to help them. 26 

The name Yagma was stated as the name ofa tribe 
in the Taryat Terhin manuscript in the Uygurs.264 Bilge 
Kutlug the commander of Bayan Chor and Tarkan Sen­
giin waged wars. Yagma submitted to the rule of the Uy­
gur state with Lumchishi. It was stated in Mücnıelü't­
Tevarih that the rulers of Yagma were called Bugra 
Khagan.265 

Mahmut of Kashgar mentions the Yagma tribe as 
the Black Yagma.266 In another record the Yagma tribe 
was described as the tribe that spoke the best Tur­
kish. 267 It was stated that the Yagma tribe was the foun­
der of the Karahan tribe (Black Yagma or Black Kha­
gan).268 

Nomad "yurts" on the steppes 
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