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istanbul, icinde barindirdigi camiler, hamamlar, kemerli su yol-
lar, medreseler, son derece zarif mezar taslan ile adeta bir acik
hava mizesidir. Kente tarihi ve mimari acidan bu ihtisami sagla-
yan en 6nemli yapilar arasinda Osmanli padisah tiirbeleri 5nem-

li bir yer tutar.

Osmanli padisahlarinin ilk altisi malum oldugu (izere Bursada

yatmaktadir. Bunlardan I. Murad'in i¢ organlari
Kosova sahrasina gomiuldiigiinden Bursada
ayrica bir tirbesi bulunmaktadir. Geri kalan 30
Osmanli padisahindan 29'u istanbul'da med-
fundur. Son padisah Mehmet Vahideddin'in
mezari ise Sam'da atasi Kanuni Sultan Suley-
man tarafindan insa ettirilen Tekke Stleyman
camii haziresindedir. istanbul'daki padisah
tlrbeleri 2009 yili basi itibari ile genel olarak
ziyarete agiktir. Ancak halihazirda agik olmayan
bazi padisah tiirbeleri bulunmaktadir ki dilegi-
miz bunlarin da en kisa zamanda ziyarete agil-
malaridir.

Cumhuriyetin ilk yillarinda yeni Tiirk devletinin
modernizasyonu asamasinda alinan tedbirler-
den biri olarak 1925'de tlrbeler kapatiimistir.
Zaman icinde bakiminin yapilmamasi, envan-
terlerinin kontrol edilmemesi gibi nedenler-
le bu tirbelere vakfedilen maddi ve manevi
degeri yliksek pek cok esya calinmig, satilmis
ya da yurt disina kagiriimistir. Turbelerin kapa-
tilmasindan once cekilen baz fotograflar ile o

devirlerde bastirilan kartpostallar bu yapilarin tarihsel stirecteki

?
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Osmanh padisahlarinin ilk
altisi malum oldugu iize-
re Bursada yatmaktadir.
Bunlardan 1. Muradin ig
organlari Kosova sahrasina
gomiildiigiinden Bursa'da
ayrica bir tiirbesi bulun-
maktadir. Geri kalan 30 Os-
manh padisahindan 29'u
istanbul’da medfundur.

As is well known, the first six
sultans of the Ottoman Em-
pire rest in Bursa. There is also
a shrine dedicated to Murat |
there since his internal organs
were buried in the plains of Ko-
sovo. Apart from the above, 29
of the 30 Ottoman Sultans are
buried in Istanbul.

Y.

With its numerous mosques, baths, aqueducts, madrasahs
and elegant tombstones, Istanbul is a veritable open air mu-
seum. Among the structures that give the city its architec-
tural and historical lustre, the tombs of the Ottoman Sultans
have particular significance.

As is well known, the first six sultans of the Ottoman Empire

rest in Bursa. There is also a shrine dedicat-
ed to Murat | there since his internal organs
were buried in the plains of Kosovo. Apart
from the above, 29 of the 30 Ottoman
Sultans are buried in Istanbul. The tomb
of the last sultan, Mehmet Vahdettin is in
Damascus, at the cemetery of the Sulei-
man mosque, which was built by his forefa-
ther Suleiman the Magnificent. As of 2009,
all tombs of the Sultans are usually open
to visitors. However, there are still tombs
where admission is not permitted, which
we hope will change one day.

One of the precautions that were taken
during the first years of the modernization
period of the Turkish Republic in 1925 was
to shut down all tombs. In time, because
the necessary renovations weren’t carried
out and the inventories weren'’t revised, the
artefacts that give the tombs their spiritual
and material value were mostly stolen, sold

off or smuggled out of the country. Thus the photographs

Mimarbasi Sinan Tiirbesi / Tomb of the Ottoman architect Sinan




Fatih Camii ve Tiirbesi / Fatih Mosque an d tomb of Mehmed II.
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gorinimlerini anlamamiz acisindan son derece énemlidir. Bu
yazida gerek kendi koleksiyonumdan ve gerekse de bu yazi icin

bana kisisel koleksiyonundan istifade imkani veren sayin Halil
Onur Bey'in kartpostallarindan hareketle s6z konusu tiirbeler
hakkinda hem derli toplu bilgi veren bir yazi kaleme almak hem
de bu gorselleri konuya ilgi duyan okuyucularla paylasmak ama-
cindayim.

FATIH TURBESI

Fatih Sultan Mehmet bilindigi tizere Anadolu
cihetinde tam mevkisi bilinmeyen bir seferin
arifesinde Gebze yakinlarinda 3 Mayis 1481'de
vefat etmistir. Cenazesi buradan istanbul'a
nakledilen Fatih, Seyh Ebu’l Vefa'nin kildirdigi
cenaze namazinin ardindan banisi oldugu ca-
minin kible tarafinda, mihrabin 6niine denk
gelen bugunki kabrinin bulundugu yere go-
mulmustir. Sonradan oglu Il. Bayezid tarafin-
dan bu mezarin lizerine turbe yapildigr bilini-
yor. Lakin tiirbe tarihsel streg icinde bilhassa
dogal afetlerin tesiriyle tekrar tekrar elden ge-
cirilmistir. Bu nedenle II. Bayezid'in yaptirdig L—.=..
ilk tlirbenin sekli ne yazik ki cok belirgin degil.
Turbe en buytik zarar 1766 yili Kurban bayra-
minin 3. giiniinde meydana gelen ve istanbul
halkinin“kiictik kiyamet” diye tanimladigi dep-
rem sirasinda alir. Bu deprem sonrasinda Fatih camii de kismen
yikildigi gibi eski tiirbe de harabeye donmdsti. Tirbe kisa bir
stirede devrin padisahi lll. Mustafa'nin saltanatinda yeniden ihya

® ESKi KARTPOSTALLARDA OSMANLI PADiISAH TURBELERI ®
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——— derwent many renovations as nature took its

Fatih Sultan Mehmed
Mehmed I.

or the printed postcards displayed before the tombs were
sealed are essential for us to understand what these struc-
tures looked like throughout history. In this article, my aim is
to provide the interested reader with informative knowledge
along with visuals. The pictures are from my own collection
of postcards and those that belong to Mr. Halil Onur’s collec-
tion, which he has generously permitted me
to use.

THE TOMB OF FATIH (THE CONQUEROR)

As is known, Fatih Sultan Mehmet passed
away on May 3 1481, on the night before a
military campaign in Anatolia, near Gebze.
His body was transferred to Istanbul from
here and after the funeral prayer performed
by the Sheik Ebu’l Vefa, was buried in the
grounds of the mosque he had had con-
structed, in front of the mihrab that is locat-
ed on the side of the building that faces the
Kiblah. Later, we know that his son Bayezid Il
had a tomb built on this grave. The tomb un-

toll over the centuries. Unfortunately for this
reason the initial form of the tomb is more or
less unknown. The tomb suffered the worse
damage on the 3rd day of the Feast of the Sacrifice in the
year 1776 when an earthquake occurred, which was later
named “the small apocalypse”. Along with most of the Fatih




Bayezid Camii / Bayezid Mosque

olunmustur. Turbenin icinde Fatih Sultan Mehmet tek basina

yatmaktadir.

Turbeyi icten gosteren ilk kartpostalimizda Fatih'in sandukasinin
gayet susli bir gimis sebeke ile cevrili oldugu goriilmektedir.
Sanduka Uzerindeki islemeli ortller, agik duran rahleler ve na-

kisl duvarlarla Fatih'in tiirbesi son derece etki-
leyici bir etki birakmaktadir. Fatih caminin arka
avlusundan gekilen ikinci kartpostalimizdaki
fotograftan da hem cami mimarisinin dis cephe
ayrintilar hem de sag alt kdsede sultanin tiirbe-
si acikca gozlemlenebilmektedir.

Il. BAYEZID TURBESI

II. Bayezid, kapikullarinin da destegini alan oglu
Sehzade Selim tarafindan 1512'de tahti terk
etmeye zorlanmis ve sonrasinda da kalan 6m-
riinu gegirmesi icin Dimetoka'ya ugurlanmisti.
Ancak sultan, Corlu yakinlarinda fenalasarak
hayatini kaybetmis ve cenazesi de istanbul’a
getirilmistir. Fatih camiinde kilinan cenaze na-
mazi sonrasinda da kendi adini tagiyan caminin
kible tarafina gémiilmistir. Oldiigiinde tiirbe-
sinin olmadigini oglu Selim’in babasinin mezari
Uzerine bir tlirbe insa ettirmesinden anliyoruz.
II. Bayezid'in tlirbesine de tipki babasi Fatih ve
oglu Yavuz Selim gibi baska bir gém yapilma-
mistir. Zaman icinde onarim da goren tiirbe

yakin zamanda restore edilerek ziyarete acilmistir. Bugiin hem

® TOMBS OF THE OTTOMAN SULTANS IN OLD POSTCARDS ®

Mustafa lll, the tomb was restored. Fatih Sultan Mehmet lies
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mosque, the tomb was destroyed as well. During the reign of

alone in the tomb.
On thefirst postcard that shows the inside of the tomb we see
a lavishly decorated lattice surrounding Fatih’s casket. With

II. Bayezid'in Cenazesi
Funeral of Bayezid Il.

since Selim had one built for his father. Just like his father

the embroidered shrouds covering the coffin
and the walls, with the open lecterns, Fatih’s
tomb leaves a distinct impression on the vis-
itor. The second postcard displays a photo of
the mosque taken from the rear courtyard,
where we clearly see both the architectural
details of the exterior facade and the tomb
of the sultan on the lower right corner.

THE TOMB OF BAYEZID Il

In 1512, Sultan Bayezid Il was forced to
relinquish his throne to his son Selim, who
had gained the support of the Sultan’s
household troops. On his way to Dimetoka,
where he was exiled, he fell ill near Corlu and
eventually passed away. Later his body was
brought back to Istanbul. After the funeral
prayer in the Fatih mosque, he was buried in
the mosque carrying his name, in the cem-
etery grounds facing the Kiblah. We know
that initially there was no tomb on his grave




Yavuz Selim Camii / Yavuz Selim Mosque

Constantinople.
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Mosquée du Sultan Selim.

meydandan hem de Sahaflar carsisi icinden girilip ziyaret edile-
bilmektedir. Bayezid camii ve gevresi hakkinda bircok kartpostal
olmasina ragmen ne yazik ki dogrudan tiirbe ile ilgili bir kartpos-

tala ulasamadik.

YAVUZ SELiM TURBESI

Doguya yaptidi seferlerde kazandidi basarilarla taninan Yavuz
Sultan Selim, 1520'de batiya yaptigi bir sefer sirasinda sirtinda
¢ikan sirpencge ¢ibaninin azmasi neticesi Corlu yakinlarinda 6l-
mstir. Fatih camiinde kilinan cenaze namazi sonrasinda Mirza
bahcesi denilen yere gémiilmiistiir. Oldiikten sonra oglu Kanuni
Sultan Stileyman’in emriyle Mimar Acem Ali tarafindan baslatilan
tlrbe ingaati iki yil kadar stirmstir. Hali¢'e nazir bir tepede bu-
lunan ve sultanin adini tastyan caminin haziresindeki tiirbenin
cevresi 2009 yilinin bagt itibariyle yeniden diizenlenmektedir. Ya-
kin zamana kadar Yavuz'un Misir seferinde giydigi ve tnli alim
ibn Kemal'in atinin ayagindan sicrayan camurla kirlenen kaftan
da burada sergilenmekteydi. Yavuz diger Osmanli padisahlarina
gore nispeten kiiclk tlirbesinde tek basina yatmaktadir.

Ayni bahcede Tanzimat devri padisahi Sultan Abdilmecit de
gomulidur. Turbenin Abdulmecitin sehzadeleri icin yapildig
ancak sultanin da 6ldikten sonra buraya defnedildigi biliniyor.
Nitekim bir padisahin defnedilmesi nedeniyle tiirbenin kalem
isleri yeniden elden gecirilmistir. Abdilmecit burada ti¢ oglu ile
birlikte ebedi uykusuna yatmistir.

Yavuz Selim ya da Sultan Abdulmecit tiirbesini dogrudan goste-
ren bir kartpostala ulasamamakla birlikte Yavuz Selim camisinin
on cepheden ¢ekilen bir fotografinin basildigi kartpostal elimizde-
dir. Burada hemen 6n tarafta yer alan Bizans devrinden kalma acik
hava sarnicinin icindeki ahsap evler gayet acik secilebilmektedir.

Fatih and his son Yavuz Selim, no other structure was added.
In time the tomb was renovated; recently it was restored and
opened to visitors. Today one can see the tomb by entering
through the courtyard or through the second-hand book-
sellers market. Although there are many postcards depicting
the Bayezid mosque and its surroundings, we weren’t able to
locate one that shows the tomb directly.

THE TOMB OF YAVUZ SELIM

Renown for the triumphant campaigns he led to the East,
Yavuz Sultan Selim died by an inflammation of an anthrax
wound in 1520 near Corlu, while he was leading a westward
campaign. He was buried in the area called the garden of
Mirza after the funeral prayer in the Fatih mosque. The con-
struction of his tomb was commissioned by Suleiman the
Magnificent to Mirza Ali the Persian and lasted two years. It
is located on the area that surrounds the Bayezid mosque on
a hill overlooking the Golden Horn. As of 2009, renovation
has begun. Until recently, the caftan Yavuz wore during his
campaign to Egypt, upon which can be seen the mud stain
caused by the horse of the great scholar Ibn Kamal, was also
displayed in the tomb. Compared to other Sultans, in his
relatively smaller tomb Yavuz rests alone.

In the same garden lies buried the Sultan Abdulmecit of the
Tanzimat (Reformation) period. We know that the tomb was
built for the sultan’s sons however he also lies there. Upon
the burial of a sultan, the handwork on the tomb was elab-
orated upon. In it, Abdulmecit rests eternal along with his
three sons.
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Siileymaniye Camii ve Kanuni Tiirbesi / Siileymaniye Mosque and the tomb of Siileyman the Magpnificient

KANUNi TURBESI

Kanuni Sultan Sileyman bilindigi Gizere 1566 yilinda Zigetvar
seferi esnasinda 6lmus ve i¢ organlari ¢ikarlip viicudu tahnit
edildikten 82 giin sonra bedeni, kendi adi ile anilan abidevi
caminin kible tarafina getirilerek defnedilmistir. Oldigi sirada
tlrbesi hazir degildi. Tlrbe Mimar Sinan'in gézetiminde 1568'de
tamamlanacaktir. Kanuni'nin, tiirbedeki yalnizligi sadece 10 yil
slirecektir. Biricik kizi Mihrimah sultan ilgingtir ki Sehzade camii
haziresindeki turbesinde yatan esi Sadrazam Riistem Pasa yeri-
ne babasinin yani basini ebedi istirahati icin sececektir. iki asir
kadar sonra Kanuni'nin adast Il. Stileyman, tiirbeyi hem kendisi
hem de annesi Dilastb ve esi Rabia Sultan icin tercih edecektir.
Kardesi Il. Ahmet de burada gémiiliidir. Dolayisyla iki asir kadar
sonra tiirbenin 3 Osmanli padisahini agirladigi gorilir. Burada
Stileymaniye haziresinin cami girisinin 6n cephesinden ¢ekilen
ve hazirenin genel gériinimu yansitan bir kartpostalla birlikte,
muhtemelen bugiinkii istanbul Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fa-
kiltesinin arka kismindan cekilen ve cami ile birlikte tlirbeyi de
yansitan bir gorseli yayinliyoruz.

II. SELIM TURBESI

II. Selim turbesi Ayasofya icinde ilk insa olunan padisah tiirbe-
sidir. Yapi, Ayasofyadaki sultan tiirbeleri icinde Topkapi sara-
yina en yakini olup ileriki yillarda hemen bitisigine Ill. Murat
ve lll. Mehmet adina iki tirbe daha insa olunacaktir. Bundan
énce istanbulda hiikiim siiren dért Osmanh padisahi kendi
adlarina insa ettirdikleri ya da evlatlar tarafindan insa olunan
camilerin avlusundaki tirbelerine gomulmuslerdir. Ancak II.
Selim'in insa ettirdigi selatin camisi, bilindigi tizere istanbul'da
olmayip Edirne'dedir. Bu nedenle sultan Il. Selim'in cenazesi

Although we haven’t been able to recover any postcards that
directly show the tomb of Yavuz Selim or Abdiilmecit, we do
possess a postcard with a photo of its facade. The photo
shows clearly the wooden houses in the Byzantine open-air
cistern, situated right in front of the tomb.

THE TOMB OF KANUNI

Kanuni Sultan Suleiman died during the campaign of Sziget-
var in 1566. 82 days after his internal organs were removed
and his body embalmed, he was laid to rest in the direction
of the Kiblah, in the grounds of the monumental mosque in
his name. The construction of his tomb was not complete
when he passed away. It was to be completed in 1569 by Si-
nan the Architect. Suleiman’s solitude in his tomb lasted for
10 years. Interestingly, his only daughter Mihrimah chose to
be buried by her father rather than her husband the Grand
Vizier Riistem Pasa. Later, Suleiman Il also chose the same
tomb to be buried in, along with his mother Dilasub and his
wife Rabia. His brother Ahmet Il also rests here. Thus over
the course of two centuries three Ottoman Sultans were bur-
ied here. We are reprinting here a postcard that shows the
entrance to the mosque and a general view of the surround-
ing area. The other picture shows both the mosque and the
tomb, and was probably taken from the backyard of the Is-
tanbul University Faculty of Political Science.

THE TOMB OF SELIM 11
The tomb of Selim Il is the first tomb to be built in the Hagia
Sophia. Among all the other tombs in the mosque, this struc-




Ayasofya Camii ve Tiirbeler / Hagia Sophia and the tombs
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icin istanbul'da herhangi bir padisaha hasredilmeyen en biyiik
ibadetgah olan Ayasofya minasip gortlmastdr. Il. Selim 1574
yilinin son guinlerinde 6ldikten sonra kendisi icin tahsis edilen
alana gomulmds, ancak tuirbesinin yapimi oglu lll. Murat zama-
ninda gerceklesmistir. Mimar Sinan yapisi olan sekizgen tirbede
toplam 44 sanduka mevcuttur. Sultanin sandukasi cesameti ve
ihtisami ile digerlerinden ayrilir. Sandukasinin saginda ulu seh-
zadesi Murat't doguran ve tarihi romanlara da konu olan hanimi
Nurbanu sultan yatar. Solundaysa kizlari Gevher Mulk Sultanla,
Sokollu Mehmet pasanin esi olan Esmahan sultanin sandukalari
bulunmaktadir. Ayak ucunda yer alan sandukalar ise diger kiz-
lartile bir kismi lll. Murat'in tahta ¢ikmasi nedeniyle bogdurulan
sehzadelerinin mezarlaridir. Ayrica tiirbede Ill. Mehmet'in kiictik
yasta 6len sehzadeleri de gomuludir. Yayinladigimiz kartpostal-
da Ayasofya’nin kible tarafinda yer alan ti¢ buylk tirbeyi gormek
miimkiindur. Topkapi sarayina en yakin olan Il. Selim, ortadaki lll.
Murat ve diger uctaki de lll. Mehmet'e ait tiirbelerdir.

lll. MURAT TURBESI
Babasi Il. Selim gibi saltanati
miiddetince Istanbulda kalan
lll. Murat da kendi adini tasi-
yan camisini istanbulda degil
Manisada yaptirmisti. O da 6l-
dikten sonra gomulecegi me-
kan olarak Ayasofya'yl secmisti.
1595'de ¢6ldigiinde tlrbesi ya-
pilmamisti. Bu nedenle babasi
II. Selim’in tiirbesinin yamacina
gomiuldi. Bazi kaynaklar, ilk

istanbul, icinde banndirdigi
camiler, hamamlar, kemerli
su yollan, medreseler, son
derece zarif mezar taslan ile
adeta bir agik hava miizesidir.
With its numerous mosques,
baths, aqueducts, madra-
sahs and elegant tomb-
stones, Istanbul is a veritable
open air museum.
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ture is the one located closest to the Topkapi Palace. In later
years two other tombs, one for Murat Ill and one for Mehmet
Ill, were built. The four reigning sultans before him had their
tomb in the mosques in their name, which were either built
by them or their sons. However, the Selatin mosque that Se-
lim Il had built is in Edirne, not Istanbul. Therefore the Sultan
Selim Il became the first to be consecrated in the Hagia So-
phia, the supreme place of worship in the city. Selim Il passed
away during the final days of the year 1574 and was buried in
the grounds reserved for him. His tomb was completed dur-
ing the reign of his son Murat Ill. The octagonal tomb, built
by Sinan the Architect hosts 44 caskets. The sultans’ casket
is distinctly different than the rest in magnificence and size.
On his right lies his lady Nurbanu, whose name passes fre-
quently in historical fiction and who gave birth to his son
Murat. On his left lie their daughters Gevher Miilk and Es-
mahan,; the latter was also the wife of Sokollo Mehmet Pasa.
The caskets situated at his feet belong to his other daughters
and his younger brothers, who were strangled when Selim |l
acceded the throne. The tomb also hosts Mehmet Ill's sons
who all had untimely deaths. In the postcard we've reprinted
we see the three large tombs situated in the direction of the
Kiblah around the Hagia Sophia. The closest tomb to the
Topkapi Palace belongs to Selim I, the middle one to Murat
Il and the last one to Mehmet Ill.

THE TOMB OF MURAT Il

Like his father Selim Il, Murat Ill had the mosque in his name
built in Manisa instead of Istanbul. He also chose Hagia So-
phia to be his burial place. When he died in 1595, his tomb
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once babasinin tiirbesine gomuldigiini ancak sonradan insa-
at1 biten kendi tiirbesine nakledildigini soylerler. Mimar Sinan
turbe insasi oncesinde 6lmus oldugundan yapi, onun dgrencisi
Mimar Davut Ada tarafindan sultanin 6liminden yaklasik 4 yil
sonra tamamlanmistir. icinde 54 sanduka barindiran tiirbe, Aya-
sofya tlrbeleri icinde en kalabalik olanidir. Bunun temel neden-
lerinden biri, sultanin Osmanl padisahlari icinde en ¢ok cocuk
sahibi olan kisi olmasidir. Nitekim Ill. Mehmet tahta ciktiginda
Fatih kanunnamesi mucibince 19 kardesini ————
bogdurmustur. Talihsiz sehzadeler babalarinin
ayak ucuna gomilmuslerdir. Turbede, sulta-
nin saginda torunu |. Ahmet'in oglu sehzade

Kasim gomultdir. Kendisi IV. Murat tarafindan
taht icin tehdit unsuru tegkil ettigi gerekcesiyle
idam ettirilmis, boylelikle Osmanl hanedanin-
da padisah disinda tek erkek olarak sehzade ib-
rahim kalmistir. Solunda ise tipki kayinvalidesi
Nurbanu sultan gibi romanlara konu olan esi
Safiye sultan yatar. Oglu lll. Mehmet zamanin-
da istanbul'da cikan veba salgini sirasinda ha-
yatini kaybeden kizlari da burada gomdlidiir.
Turbe bilhassa ¢inileri ile meshurdur. Ancak bu
cinilerin bir kismi, tipki Il. Selim ttrbesindeki
bazi ¢iniler gibi Osmanlilarin son zamanlarinda
yurt disina kagirnlmistir. Trbenin igini gdsteren
kartpostalda bu ciniler gayet acik bicimde se-
cilebilmektedir.

ll. MEHMET TURBESI
Ayasofya'dan Topkapi sarayina gegis yolundaki dénemecte yer

Sultan Il Murad

hadn’t been completed, so he was buried beside his father’s.
Some sources state that he was first buried in his father’s
tomb and once his own was completed, his body was trans-
ferred. As Sinan the Architect died while the tomb was un-
der construction, his student Davut Aga the Architect had
to complete the structure, which lasted for four years. The
tomb is the most crowded one in the Hagia Sophia, hosting
54 caskets in total. One of the reasons for
this is that among all Ottoman Sultans, Mu-
rat Il is the one that had the most children.
In fact, when Mehmet Il acceded the throne,
he had 19 of his brothers killed in accordance
with the ordinance of Fatih. The unfortunate
princes lie at the feet of their father. On his
right lies Kasim, the son of Ahmet I, who is
the grandchild of Murad Ill. Murat IV had
had him executed as he considered Kasim a
threat to his reign. Consequently there was
only one male heir left in the Ottoman fam-
ily, Ibrahim. On his left lies his wife Safiye,
another lady whose name arises frequently
in historical fiction like his mother-in-law
Nurbanu. Their daughter, who died of the
black plague during the reign of their son
Mehmet lll, also lies in the tomb. The tomb is
particularly famous for its ceramic tiles, which for the most
part were smuggled out of the country in the last days of the
Ottomans like the ones in the tomb of Selim Il. The postcard
depicting the tombs’ interior shows clearly the rich ceramic
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alan sebilin hemen yanindaki turbe lll. Mehmet'e ait olan ve bu-
rada inga olunan son tiirbedir. Belki de bu konumundan yani d6-
nemecte bulunmasindan dolayi s6z konusu yapinin istanbul’'un
ilk sehremini Cemil (Topuzlu) Pasa tarafindan yiktiriimasinin
glindeme geldigi soylenir. Mimari Dalgic Ahmet Aga olan yapi,
lIl. Mehmet'in oglu I. Ahmet tarafindan insa ettirilmistir. 9 yil sal-
tanat stiren lll. Mehmet 1603'de 6Imiis ve babasi lll. Murat'in tlr-
besinin hemen yanina defnolunmustur. Kendi tiirbesi ise oglu
I. Ahmet'in emriyle 5 yil icinde tamamlanmistir.
Turbede I. Ahmet'in annesi Handan Sultan’in
yani sira lll. Mehmet'in sehzadeleri, kizlari ve bir
de kiz kardesi gomdultdur. Toplam sanduka sayi-
si 14dur. Turbe II. Selim ve lll. Murat tirbelerine
gore hem daha miitevazi hem de icinde barin-
dirdigi sanduka agisindan daha tenhadir.

SULTANAHMET TURBESI

Bizans'in hipodrom meydani Uzerine insa olu-
nan Sultan Ahmet Cami'si, hemen 6ntinde yer
alan ttirbede Duraklama devrinin en 6nemli {i¢
simasini barindirir. Sedefci Mehmet Aga'nin ese-
ri olan bu tlirbede, caminin banisi . Ahmet ile
cocuklari Il. Osman nam-i diger Gen¢ Osman ve
4. Murat yatarlar.l. Ahmet, 27 yasinda cigerlerinde ¢ikan ve muh-
temelen tliberkiiloz oldugu tahmin edilen bir hastaliktan dolayi
genc yasta 6lecektir. Kendisinden sonra tahta kardesi I. Mustafa
ctkmissa da akil saghgr ile ilgili yasadigi problemlerden dolay:
tahttan indirilerek yerine Il. Osman gegirilecektir. Osman’in aki-
beti ise ortadan kaldirmaya calistigi Yeniceri ocaginin elinde son
vermek olacaktir. Osman, hayattayken babasinin mezar Uzeri-

ESKi KARTPOSTALLARDA OSMANLI PADiSAH TURBELERI

Sultan IV. Murad
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work.

THE TOMB OF MEHMET Il

The tomb located on the bend that connects the Topkapi
Palace with the Hagia Sophia right by the public fountain
belongs to Mehmet Il and is the last to be built in this area.
Perhaps because of its awkward location, it is rumoured that
Cemil (Topuzlu) Pasa, Istanbul’s first mayor, considered to
demolish it. Ahmet I, his son, ordered Ahmet Aga the Diver
to construct the tomb. Mehmet Ill's reign
lasted 9 years; he died in 1603 and was laid
to rest right beside the tomb of his father
Murat lll. His own tomb was completed in
5 years under the orders of his son Ahmet |.
The tomb also hosts Ahmet I's mother Han-
dan, the heirs of Mehmet lll, his daughters
and one sister. The total number of caskets
is 14. The tomb is much more modest then
the ones of Selim Il and Murat Ill, and hosts
less caskets.

THE TOMB OF SULTANAHMET

The Blue Mosque (Sultanahmet mosque) is
built on the square where the Byzantine hippodrome used
to stand. The tomb right in front of it hosts three important
characters from the stagnation period of the Ottoman Em-
pire. Sedefci Mehmet Aga built the tomb. In it lies Ahmet |,
whose name the mosque is given after, his son Osman I,
otherwise known as Osman the Young and Murat IV. Ahmet
| died at the tender age of 27 due to an illness affecting his
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ne gayet gosterisli bir tlirbe insa ettirmisti. Turbede dénemin
en nadide cinileri kullaniimis, sedef isciligine yer verilmis ve bol
1stk almasi icin de tavandan tabana ¢ sira pencere yaptiriimistir.
Geng sultan ayni zamanda kendi mezarini da insa ettirdiginin
farkinda midir bilinmez ama o da bogulduktan sonra babasinin
yamacina defnedilecektir. Tahta gecen ve Bagdat ile Revan fatihi
olarak bilinen kardesi 4. Murat da henuiz 30’larini stirdigi ¢ok
geng bir yasta 6llince, yine babasinin tiirbesine gdmiilecektir.
Hemen belirtelim ki tiirbede Sultan Osman ve Murat'in bogdur-
duklan kardesleri de gémiiltidiir. Murat ve ibrahim’in anneleri
olan Késem Valide Sultan da ibrahim’in oglu Sultan Mehmet'e
tahakkiim etmeye kalkinca gelini Hatice Turhan Sultan’la giris-
tigi niifuz micadelesinde canindan olacak ve kocasinin yani ba-
sindaki yerini alacaktir.

Yazimizda tlrbenin hem icten hem de disaridan ¢ekilmis kart-
postal seklindeki iki gorselini yayinlyoruz. Distan ¢ekilen kart-
postalda Hipodrom ya da Osmanlilar zamanindaki adiyla At
meydanini ve Sultanahmet caminin ihtisamini gérmek mim-
kiindur. Bunun disinda bugtin park olarak kullanilan alanin da
Osmanlinin son dénemlerine evlerle meskun oldugu goriliyor.
Tirbe icinden cekilen fotografta ise tlirbenin zengin cini isleme-
leri secilebiliyor.

AYASOFYA'DA SULTAN I. MUSTAFA VE iBRAHIM TURBELERI

Ayasofya camiinde bulunan tiirbelerin icinde en ilging olani bel-
ki de Sultan I. Mustafa ve ibrahim’in gémiilii oldugu mekandir.
Burasi Bizans doneminde yetiskinlerin ve ¢ocuklarin vaftiz edil-
dikleri bir mekandi. Hatta eski kroniklerde bu yapinin icinde Hz.
isa’nin Seria nehrinde, Vaftizci Yahya tarafindan gerceklestirilen
vaftiz toreninin resmedildigi belirtilir. Sehir, Osmanlilar tarafin-

® TOMBS OF THE OTTOMAN SULTANS IN OLD POSTCARDS ®

lungs, most probably tuberculosis. After his death, Mustafa
| acceded to throne but due to his mental problems Osman
Il replaced him. Osman Il ended up dying in the hands of the
Janissaries, whom he had tried to remove from the military.
While he was alive though, Osman had quite an ostenta-
tious tomb built for his father.

The best ceramic work of the time and generous quantities
of mother-of-pearl were used; three rows of windows from
floor to ceiling provide the tomb with sunlight. We don't
know if Osman Il was aware that he was building his own
tomb along with his father’s, nevertheless, he himself was
buried at the foot of his father after his death. Murat IV, re-
nown as the conqueror of Baghdad and Revan, acceded the
throne following Osman, but he also died at a young age, in
his 30s and was buried in his father’s tomb. We also have to
add the strangled brothers of Osman and Murat who rest in
the tomb as well. Murat and Ibrahim’s mother Késem Valide
Sultan also lies in the tomb She had tried to exert her influ-
ence on lbrahim’s son Sultan Mehmet, and consequently was
executed by the order of her bride, Hatice Turhan,.

We reprint here two postcards that show both the interior
and the exterior of the tomb. On the card that shows the ex-
terior, we see the hippodrome, or the horse square as the ot-
tomans called it, and a magnificent view of the Blue Mosque.
Note how the area used as a park today was at the time oc-
cupied by houses. In the photo of the interior, the elaborate
ceramic work is clearly visible.




dan fethedilince s6z konusu vaftizhane Ayasofya'nin aydinlatil-
masl icin gerekli yaglarin depo edildigi bir Yaghane durumuna
geldi. 1639 yilina kadar da bu sekilde kullanildi. Ayasofya vaftiz-
hanesi, bu tarihte I. Mustafa'nin 6lmesiyle ilging bir gelismeye
sahne oldu. I. Mustafa, 1617 yilinda I. Ahmet'in 6limdi ile tahta
¢ikmig, ancak cinnet alametleri gosterdigi icin kisa bir siire son-
ra tahttan indirilerek yerine yegeni Il. Osman nam-1 diger Geng
Osman gecirilmisti. Onun dort yil stiren saltanati sonrasinda
Yedikulede kapikullarinca bogularak oéldirilmesiyle yeniden
tahta cikan I. Mustafa'nin bu seferki padisahligi bir yildan fazla
siirdiiyse de 1623'de yeniden tahttan indirildi. Oliim tarihi olan
1639 yilina kadar da gozetim altinda tutuldu.

I. Mustafa’nin bu tarihte 6lmesiyle nereye gomiilecedi sorunu
bas gosterdi. . Ahmet'e kadar ilk 14 padisahi kendilerine ait tuir-
belerde medfundu. Ancakl. Ahmet'in oglu Il. Osman 6ldigiinde
onun adina yeni bir tiirbe yapilmayarak babasi I. Ahmet'in Sulta-
nahmet camii dniindeki tiirbesine defnedilmis,
boylelikle de bir gelenek bozulmustu. Gerek
tahta gecgen bir oglu olmadigi ve gerekse de
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THE TOMBS OF MUSTAFA | AND IBRAHIM IN THE HAGIA
SOPHIA

Among all the tombs in the Hagia Sophia, the ones for Mus-
tafa | and lbrahim are perhaps the most fascinating. This
space is where adults and children were baptized during
the Byzantine era. In fact old chronicles mention a relief de-
picting the baptismal of Jesus Christ by John the Baptist in
the Jordan River. Once the city was conquered by the Otto-
mans, the baptistery was turned into an oil mill, where all
the oil necessary to light up the Hagia Sophia were stored.
Until 1639, it was used in this way, however when Mustafa |
died at this date, the area underwent an important change.
Mustafa | had acceded to the throne after the death of Ah-
met | but once he started showing signs of mental imbal-
ance, he was replaced by his nephew Osman I, a.k.a Osman
the Young. His reign lasted 4 years and
ended with his assassination by the palace
guards in Yedikule. Mustafa | was returned
to the throne but after a little more than a

saltanat devrinin cinnet halinden dolayr tam
bir terdr devresi olmasi nedeniyle cevresinde
saygin bir etki de yaratamadigi icin Mustafa’nin
naasinin nereye gdmilecegi mesele oldu. Dev-
rin en 6nemli gorgu taniklarindan Evliya Celebi
“tim sultan tirbelerinin dolu olmasi nede-
niyle” naasin 17 saat kadar bekletildigini ifade
eder. Osmanl padisah tirbeleri Uizerine yaptigi
calismalarla taninan Hakki Onkal ise bu tespi-
tin bahaneden baska bir sey olmadigini, zira
Ayasofyada lll. Murat tirbesinde yaklasik 50
sanduka bulundugunu, Mustafa’nin babasi lIl.
Mehmet'in tiirbesinin ise neredeyse lll. Murat'in
tlrbe odasi buyukligiinde olup sadece 14 san-
duka icerdigini vurgular. Su halde I. Mustafa'nin
babasinin yanibasina gémuilmemesi icin hicbir

Bizans'in hipodrom meydani
Uzerine insa olunan Sultan
Ahmet camisi, hemen 6nln-
de yer alan turbede Durak-
lama devrinin en dnemli Ug
simasini  barindinr. Sedefci
Mehmet Aganin eseri olan
bu tirbede, caminin banisi I.
Ahmet ile cocuklari Il. Osman
nam-i diger Gen¢ Osman ve
4. Murat yatarlar.

The Blue Mosque (Sultanah-
met mosque) is built on the
square where the Byzantine
hippodrome used to stand.
The tomb right in front of it
hosts three important charac-
ters from the stagnation pe-
riod of the Ottoman Empire.
Sedefci Mehmet Ada built the

year, he was brought down once again in
1623. He was held under surveillance until
his death in 1639.

Once Mustafa | died, where he was to be
buried became a problem. Up until Ahmet
1, all 14 sultans were laid to rest in their own
tombs. However when Ahmet|’s son Osman
Il died, instead of having a tomb built in his
name, he was buried in his father’s tomb in
Sultanahmet, thus breaking the tradition.
Mustafa didn’t have an heir for the throne
besides, his mental instability caused his
reign to be a tumultuous period of terror,
thus the lack of respect for him made his
burial an even graver issue. Evliya Celebi,

neden yoktur. Kaldi ki I. Mustafa'nin kardesi I. tomb.

Ahmet'in tUrbesine de ilerleyen yillarda IV. Mu-

rat ve K6sem Sultan gibi sahislarin gémilecek

olmasi da bu iddiay ¢urtr niteliktedir. Bunda

da muhtemelen daha 6nce belirttigimiz iki nedenin yani padisa-
hin mecnunluguiile ona tiirbe insa ettirecek bir oglunun olmayi-
st etken olarak ileri surtlebilir.

I. Mustafa’nin gomli oldugu bu tlrbeye yaklasik 10 yil sonra bir
Osmanli padisahi daha gémiiliir. Mustafa’nin yegeni Sultan ibra-
him 1649 tarihinde 6nce tahttan indirilir ve 10 guin kadar sonra
da Cellat Kara Ali tarafindan bogulur. Sikintili gecen sehzadelik
déneminde bir takim sinir buhranlari geciren Sultan ibrahim,
tahta ciktiktan sonra da Osmanli hanedaninin tek erkegi oldugu
icin tez elden ¢ocuk sahibi olmasini temin icin bir sefahat orta-
mina sdrliklenmistir. Buna ilaveten yasanan dogal afetler ve ali-
nan yenilgiler, devlet isleriyle hakkettigi gibi ilgilenmeyen padi-
saha mal edilerek tahttan indirilmis ve yerine cocuk yastaki oglu
IV. Mehmet cikariimistir. iste Sultan ibrahim de idam edildikten

one of the most important witnesses of the

period, recounts how his corpse was kept

waiting for 17 hours until a proper burial
place was found. On the other hand Hakki Onkal, renown
for his studies on the tombs of the Ottoman sultans, states
that this is no more than an excuse since in the tomb of Mu-
rat Il in Hagia Sophia there are almost 50 caskets and that
the tomb of Mustafa’s father Mehmet Ill is almost as big as
Murat Ill's and has only 14 caskets. Therefore there is no rea-
son why Mustafa couldn’t be buried next to his father. The
fact that Murat IV and Késem sultana were both buried in
the tomb of Mustafa I's brother Ahmet I, also corroborates
Celebi’s observation. The two reasons we have stated before,
that the sultan was mentally deranged and the fact that he
had no heir to build him a tomb, seem to be most likely.
Another Ottoman sultan joined Mustafa I's tomb 10 years
later. Mustafa’s nephew Ibrahim was dethroned in 1649 and
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sonra kendisi gibi pek makbul sayilmayan I. Mustafa'nin yani
basina defnedildmistir. Tirbede iki padisah disinda I. Ahmet, IV.
Murat, Sultan Ibrahim, IV. Mehmet ve Il. Ahmet'in sehzade ve
kizlarr gomuliidir. Yapinin ne yazik ki herhangi bir kartpostalina
rastlayamadik.

YENICAMi ARKASINDA HATICE TURHAN SULTAN TURBESI
Turhan Valide Sultan Osmanli tarihindeki en glicli kadinlardan
biridir. Kayinvalidesi Kdsem Sultan’la saray icinde giristigi niifuz
miicadelesini kazanmis, oglu 4. Mehmet'in saltanatinin en kritik
devresinde de Kopriili Mehmet Pasayi sadarete getirerek devleti
biyik bir bunalim esiginden kurtarmistir. Hayatta iken avucun-
da tuttugu bu iktidar glicli adeta 6limiinden sonra tiirbesine
de yansimistir. Zira tiirbe bir validenin adi ile anilmasina ragmen
icinde Osmanli padisahi bulunduran tek ttirbe konumundadir.
Ustelik bu tiirbe biinyesinde barindirdigi 5 padisahla da diger
pek cok hanedan tiirbesinden ayrilir.

Hatice Turhan Sultan tarafindan insasi baslatilan Yenicami kuilli-
yesi 1663 veya bir rivayete gore de 1665de Mimar Mustafa Aga
nezaretinde tamamlatmistir. Turhan sultan, camiye ilave olarak
carsl, sebil, tlirbe ve cesme de insa ettirerek Emindni’'niin en
muhtesem kiilliyesine imza atmistir. Zamanla yapiya farkh padi-
sahlar tarafindan eklemeler de yapilacaktir.

Turhan Valide 1683'de 6liince bu tiirbeye gomdilir. Onu 5 yil
sonra Olen oglu IV. Mehmet takip edecektir. Sonrasinda Lale
devrinin meshur padisahi lll. Ahmed, ddneminde Karlofca anlas-
masl imza edilen Il. Mustafa da buraya defnedilir. Ama herhalde
tlrbenin enilging konuklari . Mahmutile lll. Osman olsa gerek. I.
Mahmut sagliginda Nuruosmaniye Cami'nin yapimini baglatmis
ancak bitimini géremeden 6lmusttr. Caminin arkasinda yer alan
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was executed by Kara Ali the Executioner 10 days later. |bra-
him also displayed mental problems when he was a prince
and once he had acceded to the throne as he was the only
male heir to the dynasty, he quickly entered a life of de-
bauchery in order to secure him a male child as heir. More-
over, natural disasters and military defeats of the time were
attributed to his disinterest in governmental issues, thus he
was replaced with his son Mehmet IV, who was only a child
at the time. Once Ibrahim was executed, he was buried next
to Mustafa I, who was no less notorious than him. Along
with the two sultans, the tomb also hosts Ahmet I, Murat IV,
Ibrahim, Mehmet IV and the sons and daughters of Ahmet
II. Unfortunately, we couldn’t locate any postcards for this
structure.

THE TOMB OF HATICE SULTANA BEHIND YENICAMI
The sultana Turhan Valide was one of the most power-
ful women in Ottoman his-

tory. After winning the battle

L Hatice T lirbe-
for authority in the palace urhan Sultan tiirbe

sibirvalidenin adiile anilma-
sinaragmen icinde Osmanl;
padisahi  bulunduran tek
tlrbe konumundadir,

between her and her mother-
in-law K6sem Sultana, she ap-
pointed Kopriiltii Mehmet Pasa
as grand vizier at a critical

oint in the reign of his son ,
P g Hers is the only one that

hosts Ottoman sultans,
named after a woman.

Mehmet 1V, thereby saving
the government from a great
depression. The power she
possessed during her life is
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tirbede gomiilmeyi arzulayan padisahin bu isteginin hilafina
kardesi Ill. Osman agabeyini Turhan Valide Turrbesine defnettirir.
Muhtemelen Nuruosmaniye'deki tlirbeye kendisi gomulmeyi
tasarliyordu. En azindan kendi sagliginda iken vefat eden an-
nesi Sehsuvar sultani buraya defnettirmisti. Ancak kendisinden
sonra tahta ¢ikan lll. Mustafa da talihin garip bir cilvesi olarak IIl.
Osman’l buraya degil, agabeyi Ill. Mustafa'ya uygun gordugi
Turhan Valide tiirbesine gdmdiirecektir.

Turhan valide tiirbesine ek bir bina olarak insa olunan Cedid
Havatin tlirbesinde ise Jon Tirklerin blyiik umutlarla tahta ¢i-
kardiklari ancak kisa bir stire sonra sinir buhranlar gegirdigi icin
hal etmek zorunda kaldiklar V. Murat yatmaktadir. Tiirbelerin
bulundugu alani dogrudan gdsteren bir kartpostala eriseme-
mekle beraber Yenicami'nin arka kismini gésteren bir kartpostali
burada yayinliyoruz. Gorseldeki en cekici husus ise herhalde tiir-
benin bulundugu yere tesadlf eden alandaki sik agaclkl alan
olsa gerek.

lIl. MUSTAFA TURBESI

Osmanli padisahlar icinde Ill. Mustafa en talihsiz olanlardan
biri olarak bilinir. Zira kendi adina insa ettirdigi 3 dnemli cami
de bagka isimlerle meshur olmustur. Onun emriyle insa olunan
Kadikdy'deki cami, sahilde olmasi nedeniyle “iskele’, Uskiidar'a
hakim bir mevkide insa ettirdigi cami, “Ayazma” ve son olarak
Aksaray civarinda yaptirttigi cami de bolgede yasayan bir veli-
nin adi olan “Laleli” camii diye anilmistir. Nitekim kendisi de bu
son abidevi kiilliyenin 6n cephesine Osmanli tarihinin en giizide
mimarlarindan Mehmet Tahir Aga'ya insa ettirdigi tlrbesinde
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reflected on her tomb as well. Hers is the only one that hosts
Ottoman sultans, named after a woman. Moreover, among
other tombs of the dynasty hers hosts 5 sultans.

The construction of the Kulliyah of Yenicami began during
Hatice Turhan sultana’s life and was completed under the
supervision of Mustafa Aga the Architect in 1663 or, as one
rumour has it, in 1665. Turhan Sultana is famous for hav-
ing had built the greatest kulliyah in Eminéni with a mar-
ketplace, public fountain and tomb alongside the mosque.
Later, various sultans also had additional buildings built.
Upon her death in 1683, Turhan Valide Sultana was buried
in this tomb. Her son Mehmet IV joined her 5 years later.
Ahmet Ill, the famous sultan of the Tulip Era and Mustafa
Il, during whose reign the Treaty of Karlof¢a was signed, are
both buried here. However, the most interesting residents
of this tomb have to be Mahmut | and Osman Ill. Mahmut |
had ordered the Nurosmaniye mosque to be built in his life,
but died before its completion. Contrary to the sultan’s de-
sire to be buried in the tomb behind the mosque, his brother
Osman Il entombed him in the tomb of Turhan Valide. He
was probably planning to have himself buried in the tomb of
Nurosmaniye. At least he was able to put to rest his mother
Sehsuvar sultana. However, in an irony of fate, his heir Mus-
tafa Ill had him buried not where he wished but in the tomb
of Turhan Valide.

In the Cedid Havatin tomb built adjacent to the tomb of
Turhan Valide lies Murat V, who was given the throne by the
Young Turks with great expectations, but after he began to
show signs of mental instability, he was quickly dethroned.
Although we weren’t able to locate a postcard that shows
the tombs directly, we reprint one that shows the backyard
of Yenicami. Probably the most alluring aspect of the photo
is the trees that show up on the tomb’s location.

THE TOMB OF MUSTAFA 11l

Mustafa Ill is renown for being among the most unlucky of
all Ottoman sultans. The three mosques he had built in his
name today are all famous under other names. The mosque
in Kadikéy is today called “iskele” (wharf) due to its location
on the shore, the one overlooking Uskiidar is called “Ayazma”
and lastly, the one he had built in Aksaray is named “Laleli”
after a patron that lived in the region. He rests along with his
son Selim Ill in the tomb located at the facade of the kulli-
yah of this last mosque, built by one of the best Ottoman ar-
chitects, Mehmet Tahir Aga. Other residents include his son
Mehmet and his 5 daughters. The tomb had recently been
undergoing restoration. Once it is opened to visitors, the
most attractive element will be the rare iznik ceramic work
dating back to the 16th century and was originally trans-
ferred from the palace in Uskiidar. The coral red that deco-
rates the ceramic is still unsurpassed, thus the tomb holds
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onstantinople
Mosquée Laleli

oglu lll. Selim’le birlikte uyumaktadir. Tiirbede Sultanin Mehmet
adindaki bir sehzadesinin yani sira, 5'de kizi yatmaktadir. Tirbe
yakin zamanda restore edilmekteydi. Ziyarete acildigi takdirde
ziyaretgilerin en ¢ok ilgisini cekecek seylerin baginda bir donem
icinde barindirdigi 16. yiizyildan kalma nadir iznik cinileri gele-
cektir. S6z konusu ciniler Uskiidar sarayindan alinarak bu tiirbe-
ye nakledilmislerdi. Mercan kirmizisi rengindeki bu cinilerin renk
tonu halen tutturulabilmis degil, yani tiirbe iznik cini ustalari ile
birlikte sir olup giden bir formili icinde barindiriyor. Tirbede
tipki I. Abdllhamit tiirbesinde oldugu gibi bir de kadem-i serif
yani Hz. Muhammed'in kutsal ayak izi bulunmaktaydi.

Turbenin kartpostalina ulasamamakla birlikte sayfalarimizda La-
leli camii'nin bir gérinimunu yayinliyoruz. Ne yazik ki bu kart-
postalda tlrbenin yer aldigi duvar géziikmemekte ancak cami
duvarina bitisik ve muhtemelen camiye gelir getirmesi icin insa
olunan vakif diikkanlar secilebilmektedir.

SULTAN I. ABDULHAMIT VE HAMIDIYE TURBESI

Sultanl. Abdilhamit, bugiin Bahcekapi'da kendisitarafindaninsa
olunan 4. Vakif haninin tam karsisina diisen tiirbesinde yatmak-
tadir. Sultan, 1789'da devam etmekte olan Osmanli-Rus savasi
sirasinda kendisine okunan bir haberin etkisi ile fenalasmis ve
kisa bir suire sonra da beyin kanamasi veya felcten dolay haya-
tini kaybetmistir. Kaynaklarda anlattigina gore 6limiine sebep
olan hadise Ruslarin Ozi kalesine girmesi ve buradaki Misliiman
ahaliyi katletmesidir. Sultan'in 7 Nisan 1789 Sali glinii 8lmesinin
hemen akabinde sehzade Selim’e biat edilmis ve cenazesi de
ayni zamanda yegeni olan lll. Selim’in emriyle vasiyeti lzerine
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a secret formula of the colouring that vanished along with
the Iznik ceramic masters. As in the tomb of Abdiilhamit |,
this tomb also has a footprint of the Prophet Muhammad
(kadem-i serif).

Although we haven't located a postcard of the tomb, we
enclose a view of the Laleli mosque. Unfortunately the wall
where the tomb is situated is not visible, shops that collect
charity for the maintenance of the mosque built adjacent to
the wall are clearly seen.

THE TOMB OF ABDULHAMIT | AND THE HAMIDIYE TOMB
Abdulhamit I today lies in the tomb in his name in Bahcekapi,
right across the 4. Foundation Caravanserai, which he also
had built. The sultan fell ill after hearing the disappointing
news about the war between the Ottomans and the Rus-
sians in 1789, and consequently died of either a stroke or
apoplexy. According to sources, the lethal news he received
was that the Russians had taken over the castle of Ozi and
had massacred all Muslims. After the sultan’s death on Tues-
day April 7 1789, his son Selim was declared sultan and his
body was laid to rest in his tombs, by the orders of his neph-
ew Selim IIl.

While Selim Il fulfilled his uncle’s will his cousin Mustafa IV,
who took the throne after the rebellion of Kabak¢i Mustafa,
had Selim lll strangled upon hearing that Alemdar Mustafa
Pasa was approaching from Ruscuk to Istanbul, and had the
unfortunate sultan buried in the tomb of his father, Mustafa
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turbesine defnedilmistir.

IIl. Selim amcasinin vasiyetini yerine getirirken, Kabak¢l Mustafa
isyani sonrasinda tahtindan oldugu vakit yerine gecen kuzeni IV.
Mustafa, Alemdar Mustafa Pasanin Ruscuk’tan harekete gece-
rek kendisini hal etmek {izere istanbul dnlerine gelmesi izerine
III. Selim’i bogdurtacak ve talihsiz sultan az 6nce bahsettigimiz
babasi Ill. Mustafa'nin Lalelideki tlirbesine gémiuilecektir. Buna
ragmen IV. Mustafa iktidarini koruyamayarak tahti Il. Mahmut'a
devretmek zorunda kalacaktir. 1808'in sonlarina dogru“Alemdar
vakas!” sonrasinda isyanci yenicerilerin saraya yuriimesi tzerine
de lll. Selim’in akibetine ugrayarak padisah Il. Mahmut tarafin-
dan bogdurulacaktir. O da kuzeni gibi babasinin yanina géma-
lecektir.

Turbe bugilin de “kadem-i serif” yani Hz. Muhammed'in ayak izi
orneklerinden birini barindirdigi icin siklikla ziyaret edilmektedir.
Yazimizda tlrbenin muhtemelen son 50 yilda ¢ekilmis bir fotog-
rafini kullandik. Bu fotografta tiirbe 6nlinden gecen tramvay da
ayrica dikkat cekici.

DIVANYOLU VE Il. MAHMUT TURBESI

istanbullularin tramvay yolu (izerinde kalmasi nedeniyle en
cok gordukleri hanedan turbesi Il. Mahmut'a ait olandir. Esasen
s0z konusu tlrbe ayni zamanda son dénem Osmanli tarihinin
en Onemli simalarini da icinde barindirir. Bu nedenle tirbe-
nin ¢ok degisik kartpostallari basiimistir. Tirbenin temelleri Il.
Mahmut'un 28 Haziran 1839'da 6liimuyle atilir. Tahta gecen Sul-
tan Abdilmecit, babasinin cenazesini Divanyolunda bulunan
Esma Sultan Sarayi'nin bahgesine defnettirmistir. Ebniye-i has-
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Ill. However, Mustafa IV could not keep the throne and ceded
it to Mahmut Il. Towards the end of 1808, after the “Case of
Alemdar,” Mustafa IV met the same fate as Selim Ill; Mahmut

Il ordered his execution as the rebellious janissaries ap-
proached the palace. Like his cousin, he was also entombed
alongside his father.

Today, the tomb is frequently visited because of the footprint
of the Prophet Muhammad. We have enclosed here a picture
of the tomb that was probably taken sometime in the last 50
years. It is interesting to note to tram passing by the tomb.

DIVANYOLU AND THE TOMB OF MAHMUT Il

The tomb Istanbulites see the most is the one for Mahmut Il
as itis situated along the tramway. The said tomb also hosts
some of the most important characters of the final years of
the Ottoman Empire, hence the many postcards of the tomb.
The foundations of the tomb were laid on June 28 1839,
upon the death of Mahmut Il. The new sultan Abdulmecit,
had his father entombed in the garden of the Esma Sultan
Palace, near Divanyolu. Abdiilhalim Efendi, director of the
institution responsible for the architecture belonging to the
dynasty (ebniye-i hassa) was given the responsibility to have
a tomb built on his grave. The construction lasted about
a year and was finally completed in October 12 1840. The
tomb also hosts Abdulaziz, whose death remains controver-
sial and Abdulhamit Il who, after living in exile in Salonika
was brought back during the Balkan wars, given the Beyler-
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sa miduri bulunan Abddlhalim Efendi de bu mezarin lzerine
bir tlrbe insasi ile gorevlendirilmistir. Bir yildan biraz daha uzun
sliren bir stire¢ sonrasinda tlirbe 12 Ekim 1840da bitirilmistir.
Turbede ilerleyen yillarda tartismali 6limu ile taninan sultan Ab-
dilaziz ve uzun sure Selanik'te siirgiin yasadiktan sonra Balkan
savaslarinin akabinde istanbul'a getirilerek kendisine Beylerbeyi
sarayl tahsis edilen ve burada zatirreden 6len II. Abdilhamit de
yatmaktadir. Tirbenin icinde ayrica s6z konusu padisahlarin es-
leri, sehzadeleri ve kizlarindan da bazilar gomultddr.

Turbenin disi da en az i¢i kadar ilgi gekicidir. 19. 20. yy Turk si-
yasi, idari, edebi, fikri hayatinin pek cok 6nemli simasi burada
gomiilidir. Avluda gomili olan bazi nemli sahislar arasinda
kemikleri Serezden buraya nakledilen Seyh Bedreddin, Tirk
milliyetciliginin babasi olarak kabul edilen Ziya Gokalp, ittihat
Terakki'nin 8nde gelen yéneticilerinden olup italya'da suiakaste
maruz kalan Sait Halim Pasa, degerli gazetecimiz Agah Efendi
ve kiymetli miinevver Muallim Naci gibi sahislar son uykularina
cekilmislerdir.

EYUP'TE SULTAN RESAT TURBESI

1909'daki ihtilalin hemen ardindan tahta ¢ikan V. Mehmet Resat,
tiim saltanati boyunca ittihatcilarin kontroliinde hareket etmek
durumunda kalmistir. Esasen Il. Abdilhamit gibi aktif bir padisa-
hin ardindan ittihatgilarin Mevlevi tarikatina mensup, nezaket ve
halim selimligi ile taninan, bir anlamiyla bu diinya icin degil de
daha cok ahiret icin yasayan bir sehzadeyi padisahlik makamina
getirmelerinde sasilasi bir durum yoktur. Sultan Resat, |. Dlinya
savasinin son demlerinde vefat etmistir. Kendisinden 6nceki Os-
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beyi palace to stay in, and died there from pneumonia. The
wives, sons and some of their daughters of the said sultans
are also buried in the tomb.

The exterior of the tomb is just as interesting as the interior.
Many of the important personalities from the Turkish politi-
cal, administrative, literary and philosophical life of the 19th
and 20th centuries are also buried here. Some of the people
who rest in the tomb are Sheikh Bedreddin, whose bones
were brought here from Serez, Ziya Gdkalp, considered the
father of Turkish Nationalism, Sait Halim Pasa, an important
director of ittihat Terakki assassinated in Italy, the esteemed
journalist Agah Efendi and the intellectual Muallim Naci.

THE TOMB OF SULTAN RESAT IN EYUP

Having acceded to throne after the insurrection in 1909,
Mehmet Resat V was under the influence of ittihat Terakki
throughout his reign. Actually it is no surprise that the ittihat
Terakki party, after the active reign of Abdulhamit Il, chose
an heir belonging to the Mevlevi order, a person who was
known for his kindness and docility, having chosen the glory
in the afterlife over his mortal life. Sultan Resat died at the
final days of the 1st World War. When we consider how all
Ottoman sultans are buried in the city area enclosed by the
city ramparts, Resat, the last sultan to be buried in Istanbul,
presents an exception. Contrary to his forefathers and in line
with his dervish-like character he chose Eyip Sultan as his
eternal resting place. In his memoir, Head Chamberlain Liitfi
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Eyiip Sahilinde Sultan Resat Tiirbesi / Sultan Mehmed V Reshad Mausoleum on Eyiip Shore
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CONSTANTINOPLE. Vue d'Eyoub sur la Corne d'or.

View of Eyoub, Golden Horn,

manli sultanlarinin tirbeleri sur icinde yer almasina ragmen,
istanbul’a gémiilen son padisah olan Sultan Resat bu acidan
bir istisna teskil eder. Atalarinin tercihinin tersine, dervismes-
reb yapisina da uygun olarak Eyiip Sultan’i ebedi istirahatgahi
olarak tercih edecektir. Basmabeyincisi Litfi Bey anilarinda Sul-
tanin ¢ocuk ve su sesinden pek hazzettigini bundan dolayi da
mezarinin Eylip Sultan kiyisinda ve cocuk cwviltilar arasinda ol-
mas! yonuinde direktifler verdigini kaydeder. Nitekim bugtin de
Sultan'in tiirbesinin hemen yaninda Ebusuud ilkégretim Okulu
yer alir. Turbe, Tirk mimarisinde ulusalci akimin en 6nemli si-
malarindan biri olan Mimar Kemaleddin Bey'in eseridir. Bu ne-
denle de yapinin kubbesi daha ¢ok Orta Asya Turk mimarisini
hatirlatir niteliktedir. Tiirbede (i¢ sanduka olup kendisi baska-
din efendisi Kamres Hanim ve 1913'de 6len oglu Necmeddin
Efendi ile birlikte uyumaktadir. Eylip kiyisindan da gordilebilen
Turbenin avlusunda ise Sultan Resat'in soyundan gelen hane-
dan Uyeleriyle birlikte saghginda kendisine hizmet eden baz
gorevliler yatmaktadir.

Kartpostalda da gorildiugu tzere tlrbe eskiden Hali¢ kiyisin-
da iken sonradan sahil yolunun yapilmasi ile daha iceride kalr
olmustur. Eylp'tin Halig kiyisina hakim olan ve Eytp Sultan tuir-
besine ¢ikan giizergahin basindaki en g6z alici eserlerden biri
olarak glinimuze kadar gelmistir.
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