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ZURKHANA — aL-ZUTT

zitrkhdnas in Adharbaydjan and Afghanistan, al-
though their rituals differ somewhat from those found
in Iran.

Bibliography: R. Niebuhr, Reisebeschreibung,
Copenhagen 1778; M. Canard, La lutte chez les
Arabes, in Société historique algérienne (ed.), Cinquantenaire
de la Faculté des Lettres d’Alger, Algiers 1932; H. Partaw
Bayda’t Kashant, Tarikh-i warzish-i bastani-vi Iran:
ziirkhana, Tehran 1958 (fundamental: this book con-
tains the Tamar-t Parya-yi Wali and the Gul-i kush#);
A. Piemontese, Lorgamizzazione della “Surxéne” e la
“Futuwwa”, in AIUON, ns. xiv (1964); Djamil
al-Tat, al-Zirkhanat al-Baghdadiyya, Baghdad 1986;
Sadr al-Din Ilahi, Mgahi digar bih sunnafi kuhan:
zirkhana, in Iranshinasi, vi (1373 s4./1995); Mahdt
‘Abbasi, Tarikh-i kushti-yi Iran, 2 vols. Tehran 1374
sh./1995; P.L. Baker, Whrestling at the Victoria and
Albert Museum, in Iran JBIPS, xxxv (1997), 73-8; Ph.
Rochard, Le “sport antique” des zurkhine de Téhéran.
Formes et significations d’une pratique contemporaine, unpubl,
PhD diss., Université Aix-Marseille 1, 2000.

(H.E. CHEHABI)

ZURNA, a woodwind musical instrument, the
shawm, with a powerful sound, played in the open.
Zumna (zima) is the later Ottoman and modern Turkish
spelling of the Persian and early Ottoman term surnd
(surnay), sarna@ or suma (surndy). The name spread
throughout the countries of the former Ottoman empire,
where it is still used in many places. In Egypt the
instrument retained its traditional Arabic name mizmar
{g.2]; in Libya and Morocco it is called ghapta [g.0].

The zuwma is played with a double reed. Since the-

reed vibrates freely in the mouth cavity of the player,
the instrument has a penetrating sound which the
player cannot modify. It became the characteristic
woodwind instrument of the Islamic world, played at
ceremonial, military and festive occasions. In Ottoman
times it served two different purposes. First, it was
the prominent melody iustrument of the mehter [g.0.]
ensemble. Second. it was, and still is, the melody in-
strument of the popular pair of shawm and drum
(davul-zuma), played mainly to accompany folk dances
at festive occasions in che countryside. The folk zurma
is characterised by a fork-shaped “spool” (rezif) in the
head of the instrument. It was recenty shown that
this “ingenious invention” allows the instrument maker
to fit the body of the zuma, in the region of the seven
fingerholes and the thumbhole, with an easily made
cylindrical bore instead of the traditional conical bore.
It can be assumed that the fork was invented in the
creative atmosphere of the Ottoman capital, from
where it spread through the empire. A vivid impres-
sion of the guild of tuma makers and players, and of
the varieties of the instrument known in 17th-century
Istanbul is given by Ewliya Celebi.
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aL-ZUTT, the form in early Arabic usage for the
name of a northwestern Indian people, the
Jhats [see pjAT], members of whom were brought
into the Persian Gulf region in the first Islamic cen-
turies and possibly earlier.

According to al-Baladhurl, the Sasanid emperor
Bahram V Gir (r. 420-38) transported Zutt from India
to Khiizistan and the Persian Gulf shores; these sub-
sequently became Muslim and were settled by Abn
Misa al-Ash‘arT [¢g.z] at Basra, being attached to the
tribe of Hanzala of Tamim. At least some of them
were caught up in the rebellion of Ibn al-Ash‘ath
[g.0.], and after its suppression, the governor of the
East al-tladjdjadj demolished their houses, deprived
them of their stipends and deported a certain num-
ber. Already in Mu‘awiya’s reign, the caliph had
moved some of the Zutt of Basra and some of the
Sayabidja [g.0.], of Malaysian origin, from Lower ‘Irak
to the ‘Amk near Antioch and the Cilician plain
around al-Massisa (in 49/669 or 50/670) (al-Baladhurf,
Futah, 162, 373-4, 376-7). At the time of the Arab
conquest of Sind (93/711), some of the Zutt of the
Indus valley (probably including indigenous Sindfs as
well as Jhats) were transplanted by al-Hadjdjadj to
the similar riverine environment of Lower ‘Irdk, the
Bata’ih or marshlands [see aL-BaTTHA]. Both al-Walid 1
and Yazid I further moved groups of Zutt te north-
western Syria, together with water buffaloes for the
hot coastal plains there (ibid, 168, 376), but many
Zutt clearly remained in ‘Irak. Whether the grand-
father of the Imam Aba Hanifa (d. 150/767 [¢.z.])
named as Zatf in al-Khatib, Ta'rikh Bagidad, xiii,
324-5, came from one of the Zugt groups of Lower
‘Irak (Zaf is said to have come “from the people of
Kabul” and to have been a mawld of Taym Allah b.
Tha'laba of the Bakr b. W#’il) is uncertain.

There may have been further migrations of Zutt
from India to the southern provinces of Pe.ita and
to Lower ‘Irak during early “Abbasid times (al-Mas‘adi,
Tanbth, 355, tr. 455). They seem to have become a
turbulent element of the population in the latter region,
and al-Djahiz names the Juft al-agam “Zutt of the
thickets [of the lower ‘Irak marshlands)” as amongst
the outlaws and predatory groups with whom his beg-
gar chief Khilid b. Yazid had kept company (K. al-
Bukhal#’, ed. Hadjiri, Cairo 1958, 49, tr. Pellat, 70).
In 205/820 the caliph al-Ma’miin had to appoint
commanders for the war against the Zutt of Lower
‘Irak. But the troubles continued, and his successor
al-Mu‘tasim had to send the veteran commander
‘Udjayf b. ‘Anbasa against them in 219/834; this re-
quired a campaign involving amphibious operations,
and after the Zutt were subdued, 27,000 of them,
including 12,000 fighting men, were reportedly in
220/835 deported to Baghdad and thence to Khanikin
[g.2.] on the road to Djibal and to ‘Ayn Zarba [¢.0.]
on the Byzantine frontier in Cilicia. Zutt unrest does
not seem to have had the same social aspect as the
rebellion of the Zandj [g.2.] half a century later, but
may have expressed general discontent with the cen-
tralising policies of the Baghdad government; however,
its exact causes and motivations are unclear (al-Tabari,
ii, 1044-5, 1069, 1166-70; al-Mas‘adi, Tanbih, 355-6,
tr. 455-6; Ibn al-Athir, ed. Beirut, vi, 362, 379, 389,
443-4, 446, vii, 80). The Zutt are mentioned in the
late 4th/10th century, when a Biyid prince, Aba Nasr
Shah-Firiiz, in 390/1000 disputed control of Fars with
Baha’ al-Dawla, and gathered into his forces local
groups there of Daylamis, Zutt and Turks (Hilal al-
Sabi’, in Echipse of the ‘Abbasid caliphate, iii, 349; Ibn
al-Athir. ix, 160), but thereafter, mention of the Zutt



