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Les relations entre les Zirides
et les Fatimides a la lumiere
des documents épigraphiques

Résumé: La documentation épigraphique fatimide et ziride, recensée sur les monuments
et dans les cimetitres de la Tunisie, constitue un véritable miroir sur lequel se reﬁéte'nt les
moments de stabilité ou de tension qui régissaient les relations entre I'Ifrigiya e.t'le Caire au
xe-x1® sigcle. En effet, les titulatures politiques et les formules d'inspiration chiite, ﬁgura.nt
dans les textes officiels des premiers souverains zirides, témoignent des rapports de \{asaz.ahté
qui les unissaient aux Fatimides. Néanmoins, ’'abandon de ces titres et formules‘amm que
inflation des formules anti-Fatimides dans les textes d’al-Mu‘izz b. Badis, constituent des
indices sur le cheminement de I'Ifrigiya vers la rupture et la proclamation de l’indépenda?‘ce.
La destruction totalé ou le martelage partiel des inscriptions rappelant le passé ch1.1tf.=,Z
documentent la consommation de cette rupture. Les données épigraphiques confirment ainsi
les faits relatés par la littérature historique sur ce sujet.

Mots-clés: Epigraphie islamique, Ifrigiya, Fatimides, Zirides, Sabra al-Mansiriyya,
al-Mu‘izz b. Badis, conflits sunnites chiites

Abstract: Epigraphic data witness of the Fatimid and Zirid rflations. '1.“h'e Fatim%d and
Zirid inscriptions, listed on the monuments and in the cemeteries ‘of 'I‘un.lsm, constitute a
real mirror on which are reflected the moments of stability or tension vs'l}mh governed the
relations between Ifrigiya and Cairo (10%-11% century). Indeec}, .the pohu_qal t1tles. and th.e
shiite expressions, appearing in the official texts of the first Zirid sovereigns, testlfy their
subjection to the Fatimids. Nevertheless, the disappearance of these titles and eXpressions, as
well as the verbal inflation against the Fatimids observed in the texts of al-Mu‘izz b. Badis,
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Al-Rummani concludes that the first view is easier to understand, because the
phrase occurs in a context related to the battle6! ’

. The al?ov§ examples show that al-Rummant’s attitude to the views of the
01t§d Mu tgzﬂlte scholars does not reveal a clear tendency in his preferences
or in his disagreements with one particular branch of Mu 'tazilism. This, how-
ever, could indicate several possibilities. One could still concludé from’ these
examples that al-Rummani was firmly aligning himself with the Ikhshidiyya
if one follov.vs Daniel Gimaret’s suggestion that the thought of Ibn al—Ikth?Td,
fhould be v1gwed as “a sort of highly eclectic synthesis between a particular
Basran’ tradition and the diverse positions characteristic of the so-called ‘school
of Ba_ghdad”’.GZ_However, both the authority of the Mu ‘tazilite scholars and the
questions on which al-Rummani agrees or disagrees with al-Jubba 1 or al-Balkhi
extend beyond purely theological issues; and this raises the possibility that
al-Rumﬁni cgnsidered the Mu'tazilite scholars ag forming a tradition in
quamc exegesis — one that was distinct from other traditions but which was not
umform, and which allowed for certain differences of opinion. Al-Rummani’s
commitment to this tradition is manifest in his citations of Mu ‘tazilite scholars
‘alnd the contexts in which they occur, and in his description of such scholars as
‘people of the truth” or “our followers”.
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Abstract
Over a period of some forty years, 380/990-421/1030, the Fatimids in

Egypt exchanged embassies with their Zirid viceroys in Ifrigiya after
these had been recognized as a hereditary dynasty, and to a lesser extent
with their Kalbid deputies in Sicily. Sijilldr or official letters of the
Fatimid chancery, accompanied by sumptuous presents, invested the
Zirids with their authority and favoured them with important announce-
ments, while the Zirids replied in kind. The embassies were ostentatiously
welcomed by the Zirids as proof of their legitimacy, while serving to main-
tain the connection with Cairo on which the Fatimids were similarly
dependent for the sake of their imperial standing in the world. The import-
ance of that connection to both dynasties was shown in the 440s/1050s,
when it was broken by the Zirids and restored by a Fatimid intervention,
celebrated in a fresh series of sijillar. With their emphasis on the style
as much as the substance of the messages, the exchanges are excellent
illustrations of mediaeval diplomatic correspondence as described by
John Wansbrough in Lingua Franca in the Mediterranean.

Keywords: Diplomacy, Empire, Fatimids, Zirids, Kalbids, Egypt, Ifiiqiya,
Sicily, Investiture, Chancery practice, Present-giving, Wansbrough,
Lingua Franca

1

In Lingua Franca in the Mediterranean, his last work, published in 1996, John
Wansbrough harked back to his doctoral thesis of 1961 on the texts of commer-
cial treaties between Venice and Mamluk Egypt in the form of an extended essay
on communication in the Ancient and Mediaeval Mediterranean.! His argument
was summed up in the title of “Orbits” given to the first chapter, whose first sen-
tence envisaged a map of the Mediterranean in the sixteenth century heavily
inked with the traces of movement, a network of routes and terminals exhibiting
the accumulated expertise of the past 3,000 years. While much of that expertise
was technological and commercial, it operated within a shifting economic, pol-
itical and administrative context, such that the Indispensable matrix of long-
distance trade was diplomatic contact. For that, the source and the framework
was the chancery practice with which he had been concerned in his original the-
sis, and which he now took as the focus of his study. The orbits of the title

1 J. Wansbrough, Lingua Franca in the Mediterranean (Surrey, 1996).
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Berber Dynasties

THE ZIRIDS, 973-1160

For some time after the Fatimid departure, Buluggin and his
successors engaged their former masters in a cat-and-mouse game
testing the limits of their independence and their legitimacy apart
from their status as Fatimid agents. The Fatimids were unwilling to
incur heavy expenses in curbing Zirid ambitions, but they were also
unprepared simply to hand over their former territories to their vassals.
They encouraged the Kutama Berbers, their original North African
allies, to revolt, preventing the Zirids from focusing too sharply on
their relationship with Cairo. The Fatimids’ reluctance to participate
in an internal Zirid dispute early in the eleventh century, however,
revealed their decision to let events in Ifrigiya run their course.

When Buluggin died in 984, his relatives divided the extensive
Fatimid inheritance. Hammad, Buluggin’s son, received the lands of
the central Maghrib just west of Ifrigiya. An attempt in 1016 by other
members of the family to deprive Hammad of his domain provoked
a civil war that ended with the creation of a separate Hammadid
state. Their confinement to Ifrigiya proper actually enhanced the
Zirids’ security, for the Hammadids provided a barrier against Zanata
Berber and Spanish Umayyad attacks. With the threat of direct Fatimid
intervention simultaneously waning, Muiz, the Zirid amir after the
war, orchestrated affairs in Ifrigiya much more easily than had his
predecessors,

Cognizant of the depth of anti-Shii sentiment among many of
his subjects, Muiz sought support from the influential Maliki ulama
of Kairouan. Soon after assuming power, he permitted a frenzied
slaughter of Shia throughout Ifrigiya. For the duration of his reign,
he lavished attention on the mosque of Sidi Ugba in Kairouan and
generally indulged the Sunni Muslims whom the Fatimids had at
best ignored. In 1049, Muiz gave his allegiance to the Abbasid caliph,
formally severing Ifrigiya’s links with the Fatimids. The greater than

e l¢]
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caused widespread suffering, affecting not only townspeople but also
the neighboring rural inhabitants whose prosperity was linked to that
of the city. Peasant unrest, reminiscent of the disorders that had ended
in the Donatist and Kharajite uprisings, smoldered in the Kairouan
region and spread to other parts of Ifrigiya.

These economic disorders, in conjunction with Muiz’s political
aspirations, caused the final break with the Fatimids. Desperate for
revenue, the amir confiscated vast fortunes after outlawing Fatimid
coinage in Ifrigiya in 1049. The Zirids began minting their own coins
to symbolize their sovereignty, and the break ended any further need
for a show of deference toward Fatimid trade routes in the Sahara.

Although their vassals’ disloyalty did not entirely surprise the
Fatimids, they nonetheless felt obliged to respond. In forcing a group
of Arab bedouin tribes, the Banu Hilal, to migrate from Upper Egypt
to Ifrigiya, they rid the Nile Valley of as many as a quarter of a
million nomads and unleased their energies, so disruptive to agriculture,
on Ifrigiya as a punishment. When the Banu Hilal first trickled into
Ifrigiya, the Zirids tried to incorporate them into the army, hoping
to use the bedouins to quell disorders in rural areas precipitated by
the deteriorating economy. The Zirid decision to ally with the bedouins
rather than rally resistance to them indicates the magnitude of the
gap between the rulers and the populace. Some Hilali tribespeople
did enter Zirid service, but the amirs could not confine the rest to
the peripheries of their territory. As they encroached on the settled
lands, the Zirids had to mount a defense. In a pitched battle in 1052
at Haidaran, northwest of Kairouan, the Banu Hilal routed the Zirid
forces, eliminating the only obstacle to their dispersal throughout
Ifrigiya. Banu Hilal pressure on the Zirids continued, culminating

- with the sack of Kairouan in 1057.

Students of the Maghrib have long debated the consequences
of this invasion. Ibn Khaldun, the fourteenth-century Tunisian scholar,
compared the bedouins to a swarm of locusts destroying everything
in their path while showing particular contempt for sedentary, civilized
society. More recent research presents a less harsh view.! Disorders
did, indeed, characterize eleventh-century Ifrigiya, and although the
Banu Hilal took advantage of this situation, they were n2ither its sole
nor its primary cause. Economic decline predated their appearance,
and it, rather than nomadic depredations, led to the ruin of Kairouan.
The spread of nomadism in the Kairouan region after 1057 sealed
an already determined fate. The bedouins never controlled any im-
portant urban center, including Kairouan, for any significant period,
and many smaller provincial cities actually prospered at this time,
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brusque succés du calife rendit les Zirides maitres de I'Ifriqiya, avec eux des relations correctes. Ainsi s’établissait, aprés le départ
n’abandonnérent-ils ]e‘f" capitale qu’a regret. Sans doute, Bolog- des Fatimides qui avaient tourné leurs ambitions ailleurs, un équi-
gun, S’mStfilla't'll .aussnét a Manco.unya, mais ce fut petit & petit libre relatif entre les Zenata et les Canhaja, rivaux pendant trois
que les émirs y attirérent leurs familles, relachérent les liens qui les quarts de siécle et désireux, les uns et les autres, de jouir un peu
attachaient & Achir et firent de leur ancien domaine une marche de leurs conquaétes.
confiée a leurs proches, jusqu’au jour od elle leur échappa.
Les souverains ziripes. — Cependant, tout souverain qu’il
fat dans son domaine propre, Bologguin n’était, dans I’ensemble 3
du Maghreb, qu'un gouverneur de province pour le compte des
Fatimides. 1l payait tribut, envoyait de magnifiques cadeaux au
Caire et était entouré de personnages  la solde des Fatimides qu’el-
Mo¢izz avait laissés 1a pour le surveiller autant que pour 'aider.
Devenu émur, il recommencga la lutte contre les Zénata, qu'il
chassa définitivement du Maghreb central, détruisit Tiaret et prit
Tlemcen, dont il transporta la population a Achir. En 978, le
nouveau calife fatimide, el-¢Aziz, consentit & lui confier le com-
mandement de la Tripolitaine qui, jusque-1a, était placée sous 'au-
torité d’un gouverneur distinct.
En 979, Bologguin reprit la lutte contre les Zénata et leurs pro-
tecteurs omaiyades et s’empara, non seulement de Fés, mais de
tout le Maroc (980). Il recula, toutefois, devant une attaque de
Ceuta, o s’était fortifié le vizir omaiyade. Ses derniers succes
furent précaires, car, aussitdt aprés le départ de ses troupes, les
Zenata reprirent, de la Moulouya a Tanger, la priére au nom du
calife de Cordoue.
C’est son fils et successeur, el-Mangour (984-996) qui, le premier,
tenta de secouer le joug des Fatimides. Dés sa prise de pouvoir, il
6 1 sliet . 3 Fi1g. 7. — La Qala des Beni Hammad. Le donjon du Fanal. Vue perspective,
déclara aux notables de Kan"ouan \.renus le féliciter : « Je,ne suis coupe et plan%tablis par G. Margais. 4, salle c]rucirorme ; B, magasin en sous-
pas de ceux qu’on nomme d’un trait de plume pour les révoquer sol ; C, rampe, « Toute la partie au-dessus du niveau z est une restitution
PO WL \ - hypothétique. » (G. Margais.
de méme, ca.r J'ai hérité c? royau‘me? de mes pe?es et de mes aioux (D‘gg)rés Gegrges &argais,gMa)nuel d'arl musulman, Aug. Picard, éd., I, p. 122.)
(Ibn ¢Idhari). » La réaction fatimide ne se fit guére attendre :
:1m pll'{oi);gazdlstte Oﬁ; ciel (daci) f:';t envoye du Cau'te da?sN}e pays Badis (996-1016) revint & plus de soumission envers le calife du
o8 ma e souleva ces rudes guerriers contre el-Mangour Caire sans aucun profit : au moment ol son oncle Hammad faisait
(986) ; la rébellion dura deux ans, mais fut réprimée par le Ziride L. . . . ) .
y ; , ) ‘ sécession (1014), il ne re¢ut pas la moindre aide d’Egypte, bien
avec la derniére cruauté ; une seconde révolte, en 989, n’eut pas o .
un meilleur sort : c’en était fait des Kotama ; les Ganhaja d’Achi que le rebelle reconniit la suzeraineté des Abbasides.
avaient &tabli letir lfé ém;ni:lsurisout(; Iama ’.t'.az an fajla du lc\ffar Son fils et successeur, el-Motizz (1016-1062), revétu du pouvoir
hreb g motkie onentale a I'dge de huit ans, n’en usa pas de méme : fut-ce I'influence de sa
ghred. | . ‘ formation premiére sous I'égide d’un maitre sunnite, fut-ce le désir
Mais ils abandonnaient le reste aux Zenata; en effet, aprés . e g . . s .
s . . de satisfaire une cpinion publique trés hostile aux chi®ites & Kai-
avorr vainement essayé de rétablir son influence sur Fés et Sijil- ) My : ;
: WOt . . rouan comme dans Pensemble de I’Ifrigiya ? Toujours est-il que,
masa (985), el-Mangour laissa tout I'Occident & ses anciens ennemis . . . .
. X . . . peu & peu, el-Mo¢izz se détacha du Caire pour finir, en 1048, par
et au dictateur espagnol el-Mancour ibn Abi-¢Amir et entretint : S
proclamer la suzeraineté de Bagdad.
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68 The call of the minaret in the West

* sainthood he could influence the lives of a larger number of persons than the

latter. Ifrigiya produced during the Zirid period a number of saintly defenders of

Islamic orthodoxy. The most prominent. amongst them was Ibn Abi Zayd’s
_ cousin, Sidi Muhriz b. Khalaf (d. 1022), who became recognized as the patron
saint of Tunis. Sidi Muhriz is especially remembered as securing for the Jews the

permission to live inside the walls of Tunis in a quarter of their own, and for his -

attacks on Shi‘ite teachings in the name of Islamic orthodoxy.

During the reign of Badis the Malikites started to become more and more

assertive in public life and openly critical of their rulers’ identification with
Shiite Islam. The reign of Badis’ successor al-Mu‘izz (1016—51) began with
Sunnite riots directed against the Shi‘ites, which started in October 1016 in
Qayrawan and thereafter spread to other towns. About 20,000 Shi‘ites are said to
have been killed during these riots. Conflict of economic and political interests
between the urban Sunnite leadership and the Shi‘ite aristocracy constituted the
background of these riots. Malikite religious leaders, such as Sidi Muhriz and the
eminent jurist Abu “Ali b. Khaldun al-Balawi of Qayrawan, pressed the economic
and political grievances of their community by the campaign they led against
Shi‘ism and its maintenance as the doctrine of the state. In this way they
provoked the Sunnite popular explosion of October 1016. Al-Balawi and another
Qayrawani scholar Abu Muhammad al-Gharyani were killed in March ro17.
"Although the governor of Qayrawan arrested two men whom he accused of the
murder, it was known at the time that it was the governor himself who
perpetrated this murder against men he held responsible for the riots (Idris, 1962,
pp- 148).

Although the riots of the Sunnites could be contained, they form the
background for al-Mu‘izz’s rupture with the Fatimids. The thesis suggested by
Poncet (1967, pp. 1110—12) that this rupture had economic reasons, and that it
was especially influenced by al-Mu‘izz’s desire to introduce a monetary reform in
the context of replacing the Fatimid currency by one of his own, is difficult to
substantiate. Substituting nominal submission to the Fatimid caliph by the
nominal recognition of the “Abbasid caliph’s authority was a religiously symbolic
act, but one which had important political significance for the Zirids’ position.
The riots of 1016—17 had weakened the influence of the Shi‘ites in economic and
political life and demonstrated the strength of the Sunnite leadership. Through
renouncing submission to the Fatimids. the Zirids do not seem to have been
concerned over salvaging the economy of Ifriqiya, as Poncet maintains, but to
secure their own position as rulers. They might have been also concerned to
complete the transformation of their position from that of tribal leaders who first
acquired prominence in the service of the Shi‘ites to that of the ruling dynasty in
an area whose political culture was dominated by Sunnite Islam. It is not certain

when the final break with the Fatimids took place. The dates given in the sources

“‘\(\\{B Dlyanet VaL{'

= [ri/er

.l
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_range from 1041 to 1051, but 1044 seems to be the most likely (Idris, 1962,

pp. 181—2).

During the reign of Badis, when the Zirids had started to adapt themselves to
the Arab—Islamic culture of Qayrawan, a collateral branch of their family, the
Banu Hammad, carved outa Sanhaja kingdom for itself in north-eastern Algeria.
In the first years of the eleventh century the Zirid amsr Badis delegated his
authority in this area to his uncle Hammad. Like his grandfather Ziri b. Manad,
Hammad seems to have been expected to organize the Sanhaja militarily, and
with their help to check the expansion of the Zanata from north-west Algeria
eastwards. In return for Hammad’s accepting this responsibility, Badis
undertook never to recall him and to let him rule any parts of the central Maghrib
which he could conquer. After consolidating his authority over north-eastern
Algeria and building a capital for himself, the Qal‘at Bani Hammad near Msila,
Hammad rebelled in 1o15. He and his descendants ruled thereafter over a
kingdom comprising the area extending along the Algerian coast from the east of
‘Annaba (Bone) to the west of Algiers and reaching southwards to the Awras
massif. The Banu Hammad were able to retain their independence from the
Zirids and to defeat several attempts which they made to destroy their state. But

" they also contributed to the stability of the Zirid state through acting as a buﬁer '

between it and the Zanata.

The Zirids’ rebellion against the Fatimids was punished by the latter through
unieashing the Arabian nomadic tribes of Banu Hilal and Banu Sulaym upon the
Maghrib. These two tribes had entered Egypt in the eighth century and had been
since then the cause of much turbulence in public life. Encouraging them to
invade the Maghrib served therefore the additional purpose of ridding the
Fatimids of a constant threat to the stability of their rule. The Fatimid caliph al-
Mustansir (1036—94), acting upon the advice of his vizier al-Yazuri, ‘granted’ the
Maghrib to the Banu Hilal and Banu Sulaym and even allocated provinces and
towns to their various factions and chiefs.

When the Banu Hilal and Banu Sulaym invaded the Maghrib in 1050 or 1051
(A.H. 442), their number was estimated at about 50,000 warriors, in addition to
women and children. Warfare was their normal way of life. After these two tribes
entered Cyrenaica, the Banu Sulaym decided to settle there. Factions of this tribe
were to move further west only in the thirteenth century. But the Banu Hilal set
their sights from the start on the fertile plains of Tunisia. The Zirids tried to stop
their advance into this territory in 1052, but suffered a crushing defeat at
Haydaran near Gabis. The Arab tribesmen then advanced on Qayrawan, a large
part of whose inhabitants had already fled to Tunis. But the nomads did not
attempt to take Qayrawan, preferring instead to pillage the countryside. The
Zirid amir tried in vain to restrain the tribesmen through offering them
enlistment in his army and even marrying three of his own daughters to their

4
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ANDREW HanprLErR: The Zirids of .
Granada. xii, 208 pp. Coral Gables, *
Florida: University of Miami Press, .
[1974]. &10.

In the blurb this book is described as an
attempt to bring to life a little-known period in
the history of medieval Spain, the rise and fall of
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‘historical evolution of & post-caliphal kmgdom
~“The" aims’ of the research as published. in the
‘current” edition of the book appear “to the

1 M.\M-H-“ Jbﬂ (110
. 217 $213 1 0

‘chapter of ‘16

. RE 3

: Gréhada It claims to offer a
convineing acoount of the

revxewer to be only partially fulfilled.
On the oredit side the material brought to

' light is carefully presented, and it is good to see
‘that the Kitab al-tibyin, edited and published
by Léw-Provenqal and the Diwan of poems by

the Jewish wazir Tsma 4l b Naghralla (Samuel
ha-Nigid) and bther recent or primary sources
have been used to build the chapters which trace
the fortunes of this dynasty. But the reader,
unless he is mainly interested in the unending
‘squabbles and battles which nourish most bocks
on Spa.msh, Islam, would probably like to
ultural life of the Zirids, .
alusian contribution a

racter ‘and flavour.  Only one

Pp., *The orgamsatxon of Zirid
Granada ? really tries to do this. Tt is one of the
most readable and rewarding chapters in' the
book.

The flaw in the book is its notes. Where these
appear they are concise ‘and clear, but unfor-
tunabely at some’ sta.ge inthe printing the notes
tc'ch. vi and vii wholly vanished or became lost
or jumbled with their predecessors. On p, 193,
‘the notes jumpfrom ch. v to the* Epilogue’,
much to the distress of the reader who will find

“the’ referenc;es, partxcula,rly those of ¢h. vii, of
‘value for further reading. ‘

‘In view of the above it fvould not be fair to

‘review this book comiprehensively as it stands.
Despite its flaws, the volume in print fills an

obvious gap, though it'does not conclusively
analyse the basic social, tribal, or ethnic and
economic factors which determined’ relations
between the North African Zirids; their Iberian
neighbours, or the Almoravids, whom the
author (p. 108) seéms to believe were * kinsmen’

‘of the Zirids; 'in fact we know that a wide

variation in culture, habitat, and social organi-
zation existed -between the' peoples classified
by the semi-bogus Arab ¢ umbrella term’ of
Sanhdja. The author’s ideas about the Bani
Hilal'too (p. 150) seem to be out of touch with
mueh reeent research. Meanwhile, at least some
errate or addenda shps for the elusive or absent
notes should be provxded by the author or the

i ;pubhaher.

H, T. NORRIS



THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY
OF AFRICA

1 From the Earliest Times to ¢. 500 BC
edited by J. Desmond Clark

2 From ¢. 500 BC t0 AD 1050
edited by J. D. Fage

From c. 1050 to ¢. 1600
edited by Roland Oliver

4 From ¢. 1600 to ¢. 1790
edited by Richard Gray

5 From ¢. 1790 to ¢. 1870
edited by John Flint

6 From c. 1870 to ¢. 190§
edited by Roland Oliver
and G. N, Sanderson

7 From c. 1905 to ¢. 1940
edited by A. D. Roberts

8 From c. 1940 to ¢. 197§
edited by Michael Crowder

THE FATIMID REVOLUTION IN NORTH AFRICA

charge of Syria and Palestine. It was a fragile arrangement. Ya'qib
b. Killis, the Jewish convert whom Kafir had promoted in the adminis-
tration at the expense of Ja‘far, fled to the Fatimid caliph Mu'izz. In
Qctober the Carmathians overran Syria, driving out Hasan, who
returned to Egypt to imprison the vizier. Meanwhile Nicephoras
Phocas laid siege to Antioch.

Jawhar returned to Ifriqgiya with the tribute of the west to find a
great army assembled. In January 9Gg Ja‘far b. Fadl was released and
reinstated, and Hasan returned to Syria, buying off the Carmathians
with an indemnity and the proinise of an annual tribute. But in February
Jawhar set out from Kairouan, and by May he was at Alexandria. The
Ikhshidid regime, impoverished by years of famine, given up for lost
by those who regarded a Fatimid victory as inevitable, was divided,
with a majority in favour of surrender. Ja'far sent to negotiate the entry
of Jawhar into the capital. It was delayed only by a brief resistance from
the Tkhshidid guard. In July Jawhar took possession of Fustat, and
immediately traced out the site of a new palace city to be a capital
worthy of his master. This was beyond the area of al-Qata’i, the city of
Ahmad b. Talan, still further to the north-east of Fustit where the
Ikhshidids had had their residence on the bank of the Khalij, the large
canal which had once connected the Nile at Babylon with the Red Sea.
The new city of al-Qahira, Cairo, ‘the Victotious’, was a massively
walled rectangle about a kilometre in length, centred on two principal
palaces, with the Mosque of al-Azhar in the south-eastern quadrant. Tt
was a monument to a great achievement. Virtually without a blow,
without any revolutionary violence, simply with the promise of
government in accordance with the Law, the Fatimids stepped into the
place of the Tkhshidids. Their victory was a masterpiece of the art of
succession, of capturing support for a winning cause. Ironically, it was
a measure of the Tkhshidid achievement in cteating a political system in
which such a smooth transfer of power from one dynasty to another
could occut.

Prepatations went on methodically for the climax, the arrival of the
Fatimid caliph himself, which waited only for the completion of the
building. Undeterred by the news from Syria, where the coalition had
fallen apart, and Fatimids and Carmathians were fighting each other for
possession of Damascus, undeterted too by trouble in the west, Mu‘izz

settled his Ifriqiyan estate, and in August 972 set out with his house-

hold, his treasure and the coffins of his ancestors on a long, slow,
triumphal procession along the coast. In May 973 he arrived at Barce,
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THE ZIRID SUCCESSION

where he took ship for Alexandria and Fustat. In June he entered his
new city of al-Qahira. It was intended for what it became, a permanent
home. The possibly apocryphal detail of a palace especially buile to
house the “Abbasid rival when Baghdad at last should fall illustrates the
fact that the dynasty had no intention of moving a second time. The
fighting in Sytia was undoubtedly an effective hindrance to any advance
upon Iraq, but that was not central to the design. At the summit of
their career, the Fatimids did not reopen the question of the Islamic
empire as a single state. So far as government was concerned, the
Ikhshidid inheritance was sufficient. Through it, the Fatimids came to
their full stature. As they settled in Egypt, their achievement was to
complete the new political order of the tenth century.

THE ZIRID SUCCESSION

Nothing illustrates this better than the arrival of Mu‘izz at Cairo as the
pattern of his new empire was already taking shape. When, after the
fall of Egypt, real fighting broke out in Syria, the Fatimids were not so
successful, Within a few years they were ttying to maintain a frontier
north of Damascus against incursions from Iraq and expeditions by the
Byzantines, who had taken Antioch in October 969. In the west,
Mu‘izz had dealt with a revolt in the Autres mountains which only
briefly disturbed his good relations with the Ibadite shaykhs. But the
prospect of his departure had led to a war over the succession. By the
end of 970, Mu'izz was turning away from his first choice as lieutenant
of Ifriqiya, Ja‘far b. ‘Ali, the governor of the Zab at Msila, who was
suspected of relations with Cordoba, and was looking instead to Ziri b.
Manad and his son Buluggin at Ashir. Early in 971 Buluggin defeated
and killed the Maghrawa chief Muhammad b. al-Khayr near Tlemcen.
But Ja'far abandoned Msila with his treasure and his guards, and joined
with Muhammad’s son to defeat and kill Ziri at Tiaret. While Ja‘'far
took Zir’s head to present to the Umayyad Hakam II, who had
succeeded his father, the great ‘Abd al-Rahman III, at Cordoba in 961,
Buluggin restored the situation with a second victory over the Zanita
at Sijilmasa, to be rewarded with the government of Ja'far’s territories
in addition to his father’s. In 972 he accompanied his sovereign on the
first stages of his journey to the east, then remained behind apparently
as viceroy over all except Sicily and Tripoli. As a mark of this excep-
tional favour he was renamed and restyled Sayf al-Dawla (‘Sword of
State’) Abii ’l-Futih (‘Man of Victories’) Yisuf.
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13=¢ 7. IV Reg., XX, 7=a 7.
o 33-34=a §. Psal. ?=e19;n32.
XIIL 3.2 7. Prov., VI, 22.30_a 4.
2023—=c¢11. | Eedl. 1

Libros talmidices.

Diversos pasajes = e 2 ¢ 6; e16; ¢ 17; ¢ 18.

Emiio Garcia Gowmez.

4=a 4;n23.
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LES «MEMOIRES» DE ‘ABD ALLAH,
DERNIER ROI ZIRIDE DE GRENADE

{ Conclusion. )

TRADUCTION DU FRAGMENT I
[HCSTILITES CONTRE IBN ABBAD. PRISE DE BELILLOS]

P.86]..... Lorsqu’AlPhonsc fut renseigné exactement sur
ces difficultés intérieures, il se rendit compte que ¢’était la pour
lui une bonne fortune et la meilleure occasion de demander de
Pargent. Il m’envoya son ambassadeur; ¢’énait la premitre fois
que nous entrions en négociations. Cet envoyé, Pedro Ansurez ',
vint en effet me trouver pour me demander de lui payer tribut.
Je lui opposai une fin de non-recevoir, jugeant qu'il n’en fallait
rien faire et qu’il n’y avait rien 3 craindre de la part d’Alphon-
se, puisque en avant de mon territoire s’en trouvait un autre,
¢’est-d-dire celui d’Ibn Di-l-Niin 2 Je ne supposais pas que quel-
qu’un [de notre religion] pourrait s’allier 4 lui contre un mu-
sulman. L’ambassadeur s’en alla donc, sans avoir obtenu de ré-

sultat.

1 Ce) personnage a son nom transcrit différemment dans les deux passages
du fragment ot il en est question: ici slgds ;AL et plus bas, p. 120 (89 du tex-
te), wlsis 3,43 De méme, le nom d’Alphonse VI, qui apparait tout au début du
fragment sous la forme <2udl), est ensuite constamment transcrit avec un long:
iigall, — Pedro Ansurez, qui avait été chargé de I'éducation d’Alphonse Vi,
joua un réle trés important sous le régne de ce prince, dont il fur le consciller:
sa carritre a été retracde en détail pac R. Menéndez Pidal, La Espadia del Cid

(cf. Pindex de cet ouvrage, s. v.).
2 (lest-a-dire le territoire du royaume de Toltde agrandi considérablement

avant sa mort par al-Ma’min,
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UN TEXTE ARABE INEDIT SUR L’HISTOIRE DE L’ESPAGNE MUSULMANE
DANS LA SECONDE MOITIE DU XIEME SIECLE:

LES «MEMOIRES> DE ABD ALLAH,
DERNIER ROI ZIRIDE DE GRENADE

FRAGMENTS PUBLIES D’Amfﬁs LE MANUSCRIT DE LA
BIBLIOTHEQUE D AL-QARAWIYIN A FES,

AVEC UNE INTRODUCTION ET UNE TRADUCTION FRANGAISE
PRINTED IN SPAIN :

3 . A mes amis E. Garcia Gdmez,
F. Hesndndez Giménez et L. Torres
Balbds. :

INTRODUCTION

DANS les annales de 1'Espagne chrétienne et musulmane, le
dernier quart du XI*™ sitcle marque une série de dates
décisives. Clest la progression, lente mais stire, de la reconqué-
te du sol national, qui justifie la politique habile d’Alphonse VI;
la chute de l'antique métropole tolédane; récupérée déhmitive-
ment par la chrétienté dés 1085; Pimmixtion de plus en plus
pressante du prince castillan dans U'économie des royaumes mu-
sulmans des taifas, souvent dressés les uns contre les autres,
vestiges morcelés de Punité califienne réalisée au prix de tant
d’efforts au siecle précédent par les Umaiyades de Cordoue;
puis, I'emprise d’Alphonse qui semble tenir 3 la gorge les dy-

’ b : 1 b b 23 . .
Madrid. Imprenta de FEstanislao Maestre. Pozas, 14. Teléfono 13713. e nastes a bout de souftle et a court d argent; Vintervention quast-
) N .

AL-ANDALUS, I — 16

\
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6. Eastern Forces for Unity:
The Fatimid and Zirid Ventures

The tenth century (fourth century H.) was the beginning
of a period in which the Maghrib participated actively in
the history of Islam as a whole. The direct consequence was
marked progress in the adoption of Islamic civilization; t‘he
indirect consequence was a distinct tendency toward unity
based on the state established in Ifrigiya. The history of this
period is fairly well known because during it North Africa
was closely involved on the one hand with the Fatimid
movement and on the other with Umayyad Spain, then at
its apogee.

FAaTIMID IFRIQIYA

This part of the Maghrib, as we know, was then juridi-
cally a part of the ‘Abbasid Empire, which at the end of
the third century underwent a grave crisis, provoked by
increasingly extremist Shi‘ite propaganda (the Qarmatian
movement). Under the same conditions and for the same
reasons Shi‘ite proselytism developed in Ifriqiya. It is no
longer possible to contend that Shi‘ism was unknown in the
Maghrib before this time; there is good reason to suppose
that it had been competing for some time both with Khiérij-
ism and with orthodox Islam,® with intermittent success.
The new element in the middle of the fourth century was
the development of Shi‘ism itself: the emergence of the
Isma‘ili sect with its secret organization and unified direc-

1 A careful distinction must be made between the dogmatic orthodoxy
which did not take on its definitive form until the fifth century H. and
the preexisting save-the-community movement (Ahl al-Jamda'a), which

provided its social foundation and was essentially characterized by a
rejection of all exclusivism.
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torate disposing of numerous propagandists (du‘at). These
propagandists traveled widely, looking for favorable areas
in which to recruit. Because of the secrecy surrounding this
propaganda, scholars have not been able to agree about the
stages of the Isma‘ili offensive.z We do know, however, that
it developed simultaneously in Ifrigiya, Syria and Iragq.
Consequently the Aghlabid amir could not hope for any
help from his suzerain.

One of these propagandists scems to have been led by a
stroke of Juck to take a special interest in the Maghrib.
Meeting some Kabyles in Mecca and noting their attitude
of independence toward the established powers, he quickly
grasped the strategic possibilities of their country, situated
on the frontier of the Aghlabid emirate. This da‘7, known
to us only by his pseudonym Abt ‘Abd Allah the Shi‘ite,
accompanied his new friends on their return journey and
settled in Ikjan in 893/280. We possess little information
about the beginning of his stay, which, however, cannot
have been very different from that of Idris T at Oulili or of
Ibn Rustum at Tihart. He raised an army, won the pop-
ulation over to his ideas, and built up a political organiza-
tion. When he thought he was ready, he attacked the for-
tresses which the Aghlabids like the Byzantines had built on
the confines of Kabilya and the Aurés. His first attack (goz)
was a failure and he withdrew to his base, which was beyond
the reach of the enemy. A second offensive, in which he
bypassed the Aghlabid territory on the south, was success-
ful: Sétif was taken in goq and Tobna the following year.
‘The army of Ziyadat Allah III, the last Aghlabid amir, was
crushed at Al-Urbus, and Abi ‘Abd Allah entered Ragqada,
the amir’s palace, in March gog/296. Meanwhile the Qar-
matian revolts had been crushed in the east, and in go2 the
Mahdi (the true descendant of ‘Ali), who had been living
at Salamiya in Syria awaiting the outcome, set out for the
west by the route long familiar to fugitives from the east

2Sce Laoust, Les Schismes dans Ulslam. pp. 14off. and “Fatimides,”
Elz2, vol. 11, pp. 87off.
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KURH — KURKOB

locally as -al-Mabyat/al-Mabyiat (cf. mabit “place
where one halts for the night") along the main route
down the Widi 'I-Kuri to Medina, in an extensive
plain, a spot well-fitted to be a flourishing commercial
centre and market and a convenient staging-post,
1z miles/18 km. south of al-‘Uld (al-Nasif, The
tdentification of the wadi 'I-Qurd and the ancient
Islamic site of al-Mibydt, in Arabian studies, v [1979),
1-19). Jaussen and Savignac saw ruins there, and in
1968 the expedition of P._ J. Parr, G. Lankester
Harding and J. E. Dayton made a surface survey of
the site (see Preliminary survey in N.W. Arabia, 1968,
in Bull. of the Inst, of Archacology, London, vili-ix
[1970], 299-204, section on ‘““Ma‘abiyat”). Excavation
of the site may well settle the question finally.
Bsbliography: given in the article, but see also
Abdullah al-Wohaibi, The Northern Hijaz in the
writings of the Arab geographers 800-1150, Beirut
1973, 220-1, (C. E. BosworTH)
-~ KURHUB B. DjABIR AL-KHUZA‘l, the ardent
eulogist of the Zirid princes of al-Kayrawin
and of their governors, the Banii Abi ’I-‘Arab, and

# a virulent and shameless satirist. He dominated with

- great verve the poetic contests stirred up by his
strong personality and his biting aggressiveness in the
literary sessions of al-Kayrawin, owing his success as
much to his lack of scruple as to the swiftness of his
replies and his improvisations.

However, Kurhub remains a poet with a ready
talent able to adapt himself to the thematic and
formal exigencies of the genres employed by him.
Variety of usage of verse-forms, suppleness of verses
and purity of language combined in due course to
place him in the élite of the poets of Ifrikiya during
the Zirid period. He died at al-Kayrawin in 420/x029.

Bibliography: ‘Umari, Masalik al-absdr, ms.

Paris 2327, xvii, ff. 96a-98a, and Safadi, W4fi, ms.

Tunis 4850, xxii, 65-6, who both use Ibn Raghik’s

al-Unmiidhadi. See also “A.-R. Yaghi, Haydt al-

Kayrawan, Beirut 1962, 100, 214-15; H.-R. ldris,

La Berbéric orientale sous les Zirides, Paris 1962,

791; Ch. Bouyahia, La vie littéraire en Ifrigiya sous

les Zirides, Tunis 1972. (CH. BouvaHia)

QKUMLTAY, Arabic orthography of Mongol
kurilta from kurie “to collect, gather together”, an
assembly of the Mongol princes summoned to
discuss and deal with some important question such
as the election of a new khan. Diuwayni describes the
kuriltays that preceded the accession of Ogedey,
Giiyik and Mongke. John de Plano Carpini was
present in person at the k@riltdy held in the Khangay
mountains at which Gilyiikk was elected and en-
throned. The institution still survived in the time of
Timir, when however it seems to have become little
more than a parade. The very word has disappeared
from the modern Mongolian language; it has been
resuscitated by the Turks in the form kurullay and
used in the sense of ‘‘assembly, congress'.

Bibliography: Djuwayni-Boyle, i, 178-91,

248-58, i, 555-602; J. A. Boyle, The seasonal

residence of the Great Khan (gedei, in Sprache,

Geschichte und Kultur der altdgischen Vélker, ed.

G. Hazai and P. Zieme, Berlin 1974, 145-51 (147);

V. V. Barthold, Four studies in the history of Central

Asia, tr. ¥V, and T. Minorsky, Leiden 1958, 27;

G. Doerfer, Ttirkische und Mongolische Elemente im

Neupersischen, i, Wiesbaden 1963, 435-7 (No. 305).

- (J. A. BovLg)

—— KURIN, designation used by the Ottomans in

the 1oth/16th century and by the Russians in the
18th-1gth centuries for the Lezghins [¢g.v.]. Kiirin
{Russian: Kiirinskiy yazik) is also the former designa-

tion for the Lezghin language, and appears as such in
the 1926 Soviet census. {R. WIXMAN
——KURIN KHANATE [see Lezcus]. :
\LKORIYA, KAwriva, the Arabic name for the
modern town of Coria in Spain, municipio of the
province of Ciceres on the banks of the Alagén River.
It was the Caurium of the Romans, who built its
walls, as was noted by al-Himyari {*strong walls of
ancient construction”). Al-Idrisi states that Coria
belonged to the iklim of al-Kasr, and was then “‘an
attractive, well-built and spacious town, whose sur-
rounding countryside was fertile and highly pro-
ductive of fruit”. Al-Istakhri’s itinerary (43-7) places
it at 12 days’ journey from Cordova.

When the Muslims withdrew to the line of Coria,
after the famines of the post-136/753 period (4 khbar
madjmi‘s, 62/67), the town was fhus left in the
frontier zone, and must have been one of the main
centres of the Berber settlement of the north-west of
the peninsula. There were frequent rebellions there.
In 170/786 Abd al-Rahmin 1 attacked there the
rebel Abu ’l-Aswad Muhammad b. Yisuf al-Fihri
(ibid., 116{106). Muhammad b. Tadjit al-Masmudi
rebelled there during the amirate of Muhammad I,
and in alliance with Ibn Marwin al-Diilliki made
Coria cne of his main ceatres (Ibn Hazm, Diamhara,
ed. Lévi-Provengal, 466; Ibn Khalddn, ‘Ibar, tr. de
Slane, iv, 28¢). It is in this region and around this
same period that the Christian scurces place the
revolt of Zeith/Zeiti {Cromn. Alfonse III, Valencia
1961, 62-3). The town became much fought over; it
was taken by Ordofio I in 860, but recaptured by the
Muslims in 862. Alfonso III besieged it without
success in 868, but ended by taking it some years
later. Yahya al-Tudjibi, sent by al-Hakam II, at-
tacked the King of Navarre and the Count of Castile
near Coria {Makkari, Analectes, i, 248). Al-Mansir
{g-v.] passed by Coria on his route into the Christian
territories during his campaign of 387/997. The town
was taken by Alfonso VI (472/1079),and he fled there
after the defeat of al-Zallika {q.v.]. AI-Mutawakkil b.
al-Aftas mourned the loss of Coriz in a letter to
Yisuf b. Tashfin (sl-Hulal al-mawskiyya, ed. Allou-
che, 23). It was occupied by the Almoravids in
513/1119-20, but definitively takem by Alfonso VII
in 1142,

Bibliography: lbn Hayyin, Mukiabis, ed.

M. ‘A, Makki, Beirut 1973, 642-4, ns. 594-6; F.

Hernandez Jiménez, La kdra de Mérida en el siglo

X, in Al-Andalus, xxv (1960}, 323-71; idem, Los

caminos de Cérdoba hacia el N, in sbid., xxxii

(1967}, 37-123, 277-358; M. Tewon Albarran, El

solar de los Aftdsidas ..., Badajoz 1971, 396-8,

561-3; El fuero de Coria, ed. J. Maldonado, Madrid

1949 {see Indice Histérico Espasis, not. no. 94.545

on the “Fueros de Ciceres”); A. de Torres y Tapia,

Cronica de la Orden de Alcdniara, Madrid 1973.

(M. J. VIGUERA)
~ KURKUB, a town in Khizistian, on the road
rom Wasit to Sas (Susa). The statments regarding
distances given by the Arab geographers were col-
lected and arranged in P. Schwarz, Iran im Mitiel-
alier nach den arab. Geographen, 1gz1,iv, 396 ff.; cf.
also 431. The town was noted for its carpets; there
was also a state firdz {g.v.] manufacture there. A
material called sidsandjird was made there, cf. de
Goeje’s glossary in BGA iv, s.v. Alblstakhri and Ibn
Hawkal say that the sdsandjird of Fasi [q.v.] was
better than that of Kurkib; the latter was a mixture
of silk and cotton, while in the former wool was used ;
cf. on the textiles of Kurkib, R. B. Serjeant, Islamic
textiles, material for a history up to the Mongol con-

THE EHCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (Mew Edition), ¥ol.5, 1378 Leiden, pp.
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qicular. Itmay be assumed that Yazdi belonged to that

roup of religious scholars who stimulated anq pro-
moted Shah Shudja‘’s ““clericalism’’, and so in the
+nd made things hard for Hafiz. This keeping of the
+prince of poets’’ under wraps may thus be seen as a
first indication that Hafiz’s poetry was not consxd?rcd
by his contemporaries as being allegorical or mystical,
as has been customarily thought later and up to the
present gme (see Hartmann, Orth. Polemik, 287 f1.).

Yazdi's main work is his stylistically inflated
Mawahib< iahi (‘“‘Divine gifts’’), also known under
the title Farikh-1 muzaffar: or Humayin-nama, the only
contemporary account of the Muzaffarids. Rypka
says of it that, among the most famous ornately writ-
ren historical works in Persian, it is second only to
Wassaf’s history of the II-Khanids (Iranische
Literaturgeschichte, 302, enlarged Eng. tr. History of Ira-

nian litendture, 318 n. 7, 443). Yazdi thus imitated the '

style of Wassaf (see the comparison of the two in
Hadjdji Khalifa, Kaghf al-zunan, i, 685). In 757/1356-7
Yazdi read in Isfahan the first chapters of his chronicle
to Sultan Mubariz al-Din and his son Shah Shudja“.
Mubdriz al-Din having died in 765/1364, shortly
before the Mawahib-i 1lahi was concluded with the year
767/136%4, the chronicle was dedicated to Shah
Shudjat. Two generations later, Mahmid-i Kutubi
(d. 823/1402-3) completed the work, inside Kazwini’s
Tarikh-1 guzida, up to the downfall of the Muzaffarids,
brought about by Timir [g.2.] in 795/1392-3, and
simplified the style. Only about half of the work has
been edited (vol. i, ed. Sa‘id Nafisi, Tehran
1326/1947-8).

Other works by Yazdi are listed in Dja‘fari, Tarikh-i
Yazd, 7% (cf. Afshar, Yadkarha-i Yezd, i, 205-7).

Not much is known about Yazdi’s final years. In
789/1378, the year of his death, he had a sumptuous
mosque and a mausoleun built for himself and his
family at the periphery of the town of Yazd, where
teaching sessions were held after his death. The con-
structions were repaired in 1081/1670-1, and their
present state can be assessed as satisfactory.

Bikliography: 1. Sources. Dja*fari, Dja‘far b.

Muhasmmad b. Hasan, Tarikh-i Yazd, ed. Irad]

Afshar, Tehran 1338/1959-60; Hadjdji Khalifa,

Kashf al-zunin, 1-1i + ii Suppl., Istanbul 1947-54;

Tarikhi guzida = Hamdalldh Mustaufi Qazwini,

The Ta’rikh-i-Guzida or “‘Select History®’ of Hamdu lldh

Mustawfi-i-Qazwini, ed. E.G. Browne, i, Text,

Leiden-London 1910 (GMS xiv/1), .ii, Abridged

trand. by E.G. Browne, Indices by R.A.

Nichalson, Leiden-London 1913 (GMS xiv/2);

Mirkhwand, Tarikh-i rawdat al-safa’, including Rida

Kuli Khan Hidayat, Rawdal al-safd-{ Nastri, 9 vols.

Tehran 1338-9/1959-60; Yazdi, Mawahib-i tlahi dar

tarikhi al-t Muzaffar, ed. Sa‘id Nafisi, i, Tehran

1326/1947-8, Mss.: B.L.. Add 7632 (Rieu, Pers. mss.

i, 1681.), B. N. ms. pers. (Cat. Blochet, 433, 454);

Tardmma-t Rashf al-nasa”h al-imdniyya wa-kashf al-

fadd’h al-pinaniypa, Mss.: B.L., Pers. mss. Add.

23,580 fols. 2-155; Tehran, Kitdbkhana-i Sipah-

salar 1346/1. i

2. Modern studies. Iradj Afshar: Yadkarhda-i

Yazd, 11, Tehran 1345/1966-67; Angelika Hart-

mann, Eine orthodoxe Polemik gegen Philosophen und

Freidoker—eine  zestgendssische Schrift  gegen Hafiz?

MuSn ud-Din Yazdi und sein ‘‘Targama-yi rasf an-

nasak”, in Isl., Ivi (1979), 274-93; H.R. Roemer,

Problme der Hafizforsehung und der Stand threr Lésung

(Ak.d.Wiss.u.d.Lit.—Abh.d.Kl.d Lit. [1951], no.

3), Wiesbaden 1951; ]. Rypka, History of Iranian

Literature, Dordrecht 1968; Storey, i, 277, 1293;

Storey-Bregel, ii, 784-5. (ANGELIKA HARTMANN)

Encyclepaedia of Islam, V11

MUCIN aL-FUKARA® [sece AHMAD B. MUHAMMAD,
in Suppl.].

MUIN aL-MISKIN, whose full name was Mu‘in
AL-DIN Munammap AmIN B. HApjp)T MuHAMMAD
AL-FARAHT AL-HARAWT and whose takhallus was Mu‘int
(d. 907/1501-2), a celebrated traditionist. He
studied hadith for 31 years, and throughout this period
preached every Friday in the great mosque of Harat.
He was for one year kadi of Harat, but gave up the
post by his own request. In 866/1461-2, at the request
of a friend, he began to write a little book on the life
of the Prophet Muhammad. Out of this little book,
there grew in time the great biographical work,
exceedingly popular in the East, called Mcridi al-
nubuwwa fi madaridy al-futuwwa, which was not finished
till 891/1486 and contains a very full account of the
life of the Prophet consisting of a mukaddima, four
books and a khdtima; it has been frequently printed.
Besides this gigantic work, Mu‘Ini also wrote a com-
mentdry on the Kur’an entitled Bakr al-durar and a col-
lection of forty hadiths, Rawdat al-wa‘izin. His study of
the history of the prophets produced a larger history
of Moses entitled AMu'dizat-i Musawi (also called
Ta’rikh-1 Misawi or Kissa-yi Misawt), which was com-
pleted in 904/1498-9, and the story of Yusuf and
Zulaykha, Afksan al-kisas.

Bibliography: H. Ethé, Neupersische Lileratur, in
Grundriss der iranischen Philologie, i1, 235, 319,
358; Rieu, Cat. Pers, mss. Brit. Mus. i, 149a; Habib
al-siyar, Bombay 1ii/3, 328; text of the Ma“arid] al-
nubuwwa lithographed Lucknow 1292. A Turkish
translation by Alti Parmak (d. 1033/1624) entitled
Dala*!l al-nubuwwa-yi Muhammadi was printed at
Istanbul in 1257/1841. For mss. and printed texts,
see Storey, i, 11-12, 162-3, 187-8, 1194, 1250,
1254; Storey-Bregel, i, 124-6, 520-1, 565-8.

o (E. BERTHELS)

AL-MUIZZ 8. BADIS, AU TaMIM SEARAF

AL-Dawra (407-54/1016-62), fourth ruler of the -

Zirid dynasty who governed Ifrikiya [¢.0.] from
362/972 to 543/1148. His reign was not, as H.R. Idris
thought, that of an apogee. If there was an apogee, it
would have to be placed early on, before the plague
and the terrible famine of 395/1004-5 which severely
reduced the population. From this date, and through-
out the reign of al-Mu‘izz, calamities succeeded one
another in a sustained rhythm, revealing the deficien-
cies of a disorganised and rundown economy. The
years  409/1018-19,  423/1022-3,  425/1033-4,
432/1040-1, and 447/1055-6 were all marked by
disaster (H.R. Idns, Zirides, i, 149, 161, 227, 274 and
293).

Al-Mufizz, whose qualities were confused and
embellished at leisure by Sunni historiography which
made him a posteriors a *‘Sunni’’ prisoner of the Shi‘is
from his earliest infancy, remains in the history of
Ifrikiya the artisan of the restoration of Maliki
orthodoxy, itself linked to the ‘‘catastrophe’” of the
Hilali invasion. His father, Badis [¢.2.], died suddenly
on the eve of the final assault which would deliver to
him the Kal‘a [¢.v.] founded in 398/1007-8 by his
uncle Hammad. His sudden death (30 Dhu ’1-Ka‘da
406/10 May 1016) marked the definitive partition of
the Zirid kingdom to the benefit of the Hammadid
branch [g.2.] (405-547/1015-1152). '

The young prince—he was less than nine years old
on his father’s dcath—was then at al-Mahdiyya [¢.0.],
a delicate situation which was not mastered without
difficulty and subterfuge (Idris, Zirides, i, 128-30). His.
enthronement, on 21 or 23 Dhu ’l-Hidjdja 406/31
May or 2 June 1016, passed off without being con-
tested. He had, we arc told, a swarthy complexion,
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. #15 M. ARKOUN [14]

and it is here, incidently, where I should have wished most for an
oppoxtumty to exchange views with you. Yet, T cannot help the
impression that you are setting me up somewhat too black. While
endeavoring to avoid, or at least tone down, possible negativism in
the emotional reaction, you bring out such contrasting colours as
you seem to perceive so starkly as to leave, in this reader at least,
a notion that the author is not a critic of certain phases or attitudes
of contemporary Islam as much as an adversary. And this, sir,
I am not.

« No reaction to your paper would be complete without an
expression of admiration for your command of English .. . ».
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INFLUENCE DES DOCTEURS MALEKITES SUR LE
MONNAYAGE ZIRIDE DE TYPE SUNNITE
ET SUR CELUI DES ALMORAVIDES

PAR

AIMEE LAUNOIS

I ORSQUE les Zirides, en 363/973, sont devenus gouverneurs de

— I'Hrigiya pour le compte des Fatimides, ils ont adopté leur
monnayage, dit par les numismates de type chiite, avec mention
de I'imdm régnant au Caire et profession de foi chiite: « Mahomet
est I'envoyé d’Allah, ‘Ali est son ami »,

Aprés s’étre affranchis de leurs maitres, les Zirides ont fait
frapper, & partir de 44I/1049, un nouveau type monétaire, dit
sunnite, avec un verset du Coran qui n’avait figuré, jusqu'ici, sur
aucune autre monnaie, le verset 11I-79 (Fliigel) = I11-84 (le Caire):

T VAR T TR R A R T LT e
traduit par Kazimirski: « Quiconque désire un autre culte que la
résignation a la volonté de Dieu (isldm), ce culte ne sera point regu
de lui et il sera, dans 'autre nionde, du nombre des malheureux »
(Planche I, n” 1),

Bien que les Zirides aient alors reconnu la souveraineté du calife
de Bagdad, leur nouvelle monnaie reste totalement anonyme.

Se déclarant & nouveau vassaux des Fatimides, aprés le désastre
de l'invasion hilalienne, les Zirides reviennent au type’ monétaire,
chiite. Le verset III-79 cesse de figurer sur leur monnayage[ A,
partir de 449/1057-8. Dés  450/1058-9, les Almoravides’ qui -
régnent depuis peu au Maghreb occidental, I'adoptent sur le leur,
frappé an nom du «prince des croyants» (amir-al-muwminin), le
calife de Bagdad (Planche I, n°2), puis, & partir de 501/1106, égale-
ment au nom du « prince des musulmans » (amir al-muslimin), le chef
almoravide ! (Planche II, n® 3).

Comme presque toutes les monnaies musulmanes, celles qui nous

1. H. W. Hazaro, The numismatic history of the medieval North Africa,
dans Numismatic Studies, n® 8, New York 1952,
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The Zirids and
the Hammadids

972-1152 C.E.
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Buluggin b Ziri

The Zirids were Berbers inhabiting what is now Algeria. They
professed the Shia faith. When the Fatimids rose to power, the
Zirids became their vassals. When the Fatimids took over Egypt,
and established their capital at Cairo, Buluggin b Ziri was made
the Fatimid Governor. His rule extended to Tripolitanid, Tunisia
and Bastern Algeria. He built a new capital at Ashir on a sirategic
site on the southern siopes of Mt. Tittari, Buluggin died in 984 C.E.,
after a rule of twelve years.
Mansar

Buluggin was succeeded by his son Mansur, Under Mansur the
7irids became virtually independent, and their allegiance 1o the
Fatimids became nominal. The Fatimids incited the Kutama tribes
to rebel against the Zirids. There were revolts in 985 C.E. and
939 C.E. which were suppressed by Mansur. Mansur ruled for
{welve years and died in 996 C.E. '
Nasirué Daula Badis

Mansur was succeeded by his son Nasirud Daula Badis. During
his reign, 2 brother of Maunsur, Hammad b Buluggin revolted. Asa
result of the revolt, the Zirid State came to be split up into two
principalities, the Zirid State proper with the capital at Ashir, and the

Hammadid state with the capital at Qalat Bani Hammad in Algeria,
The Zirids

Tn the Zirid State, Nasirud Daula Badis died in 1016 C.E. and
was succeeded by Al-Muizz, In 1047 CE., Al-Muizz repudiated the
suzerainty of the Fatimids, and transferred his allegiance to the
Abbasids. The Fatimids were no longer strong enough to suppress

References @
1. A Histovy of the Maghrib : Jamil B. Nasr.
2. Short History of the Saracens : Amesr Ali.
3. History of the Arabs @ Phitips K. Hitth.
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ASHIR

of Damascus and of its region™), to the fact
the he and his disciples settled permanently
outside the city walls, taking up residence
in a monastery (11bat) adjoining the chapel
of Khalid b. al-Walid (d. 21/642), the
Muslim general who conquered Damascus
in 14/635. His relocation to this famous
historical site took on a symbolic signifi-
cance expressing the shaykl’s dedication to
the two aspects of jihdd, the military and
the spiritual. Shaykh Arslan indicated
thereby his intention to participate actvely
in the defence of Damascus, which was
besieged by Crusaders in 543/1148. He
also placed himself in the political line-
age of Nar al-Din (d. 570/1174), a prince
of the Turkmen dynasty of the Zangids,
which dominated the Muslim East from
521/1127 to 619/1222, and was the first
herald of the jihad against the Crusaders.
Nuar al-Din venerated the shaykh and had
himself buried with a piece of a saw that
had belonged to Arslan.

When Arslan died, he was buried in
his own nbat, which became a much fre-
quented sanctuary and continues to be
to this day. Over the centuries, numerous
ulama’ and Sufis expressed the wish to be
buried next to him.

According to the sources, Shaykh Arslan’s
impact was profound and enduring. He is
one of the few Syrian Saffs mentioned in
al-Tabagat al-kubra (“The great generations
of saints”) of al-Sha‘rant (d. 973/1565),
who claims that Arslan assumed the re-
sponsibility for the spiritual guidance of
all “aspirants” (mwidiin) from Syria. Arslan
did not establish an initiation path (fariga)
in the true sense of the term, but should
rather be regarded as the initiator of a
school of Syrian spirituality, which was
transmitted through the hirga (mantle) and
which focused on the Saff approach to the
concept of fawhid (“divine oneness”). He

is in fact the author of a Risdla fi l-tawiid
(“Epistle on oneness”), written in a highly
elliptical and ambiguous style and contain-
ing a series of varlations on the SGff topic
of the extinction of human individuality
in God (fana’). This incisive text elicited no
fewer than twelve commentaries.

BiBLIOGRAPHY
Risala ft I-tawlid, published with several com-
mentaries in Shwiih risalat al-shaykh Asslin, ed.
‘Izzat Hasriyya, Damascus 1969.
STupIEes
Abd al-Wahhab b. Ahmad al-Sha‘rant, al-7Tabaqat
al-kubrd (Cadro 1954), 153—4; Muhammad al-
Tadifi, Qalaid al-jawakir fi mandqib ‘Abd al-Qadir
(Cairo 1956), 197; Ibn Tulon, Ghayat al-bayan
S tarjamat Shaykir Arslan al-Dimashgt, Damascus
1984; Ihn Taymiyya, Mami al-faidea (Riyadh
1398 H.), 2:474; Tzzat Hasriyya, Shaykl Arslén
al-Dimashgt, Damascus, 1965; Akram ‘Ulabr,
Ahitat Dimashq, Damascus 1990; Eric Geoffroy,
Jihdd et contemplation. Vie et enseignement d’un soufi
au temps des croisades, Paris 2003% (a study of
Arslan, along with a translation of his Risala
JT bawhid and commentaries).

Eric GrOFFROY

Ashir

Ashir, the fourth/tenth-century capital
of the Berber Zirid dynasty, is strategi-
cally located high in the TiterT (Titteri)
mountains 100 kilometres south of Algiers,
where it commanded the route across
the Maghrib from Ifrigiya (the eastern
Maghrib) to Morocco and Spain, as well
as the way to 'the sea down the valley of
the Chélif (Shalaf) River. It consisted of
two palatial citadels on the separate sites
called Yashir and Bénia (Banya). The
first was founded in 324/936 by Zui b.
Manad, the Talkata ally of the Fagmid
caliph al-Qa’im (r. 322-34/934~45), to
secure the central Maghrib against the
Zanita allies of Cdérdoba; a substantial
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ZINDIQ

Monophysitism; Odoacer; Schisms, Eastern-Western
Church; Syrian Christianity.]

ZINDIQ. See Manichaeans.

ZIRIDS, the principal dynasty of Ifrigiya from the
departure of the Fatimids in 972 to the capture of
Mahdia by the Normans in 1148. The eponymous
founder, Ziri ibn Manad, chief of the Talkata
Berbers of the mountains southwest of Algiers,
from 935 onward ruled the western borders of
Fatimid Ifriqiya from his citadel of Ashir on behalf
of the Fatimid caliph. He played an important part
in the defeat of the rebel Abil Yazid between 946
and 947, and after the Fatimid conquest of Egyptin
969 became the favorite to become the Fatimid
viceroy in the Maghrib. But in 971 he was killed by
his chief rival, Jafar ibn “Ali ibn Hamdun, gover-
nor of Msila, and the Fatimid caliph Mu‘izz chose
ZirD’s son Buluggin instead. In 1972, with the title
Sayf al-Dawla Abi ’l-Futih Yasuf, Buluggin be-
came Fatimid overlord of Ifrigiya, including, in
979, Tripoli. But most of his time was spent on
campaign against the Zanata Berber allies of the
Spanish Umayyads in the west, while the adminis-
tration was left to a governor, “Abd Allah ibn
Muhammad al-Kitib, at the capital, Qayrawan. At
Buluggin’s death in 984 he was succeeded by his
son al-Mansiir, but an attempt was made by the
Fatimid caliph “Aziz to change the arrangement by
promoting “Abd Allah al-Katib to be the senior
Fatimid officer in North Africa. “Abd Allah, how-
ever, was slain by al-Mansir in 987, the fait accom-
pli was accepted by Cairo, and the Zirids emerged
as hereditary monarchs of Ifrigiya in the name of
the Fatimids, permanently resident in the palace of
Sabra at Qayrawan.

As a dynasty, the Zirids were promptly beset by
quarrels over the succession, whether it was to be by
primogeniture or pass to a brother or an uncle. The
family was large, and at the death of Mangur in
996, the candidates were numerous. In the struggle
to succeed, the slave troops of the sultan preserved
the throne for Mansiir’s son Badis, a boy of eleven,
while the great-uncles of the young prince rebelled,
and were driven from the central Maghrib only by
his uncle Hammad. Hammad in consequence was
entrusted, like his ancestor Ziri, with the govern-

JOSEPH R. STRAYER, DICTIONARY of the MIDDLE AG
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ZIRIDS

ment of the western regions of the Ifrigiyan empire
from 1005 onward. In 1008 Hammad moved from
the westerly citadel of Ashir to a new capital, which
he had founded near Msila. Called the Qala, or
Castle, of the Banii Hammad, this became the seat
of a second dynasty, the Hammadids, following
Hammad’s rebellion against Badis in 1015 and

- subsequent reconciliation with his son and succes-

sor al-MuSizz in 1017. The Zirids themselves then
ruled principally in the region of Tunisia.

To the east, relations with Cairo remained cor-
dial down to the reign of al-MuSizz, despite a brief
attempt by the caliph Hikim between 1002 and
1003 to appoint a governor to Tripoli as well as
Barca in Cyrenaica. But Barca was threatened by
Arab Bedouin, and Tripoli by Zanata Berbers who
had fled from the tribal warfare of the western
Maghrib. In 1012 the Arab Bana Qurra seized and
held Barca, and in 1022 the Zanata took Tripoli
permanently from the Zirids. Al-MuSizz mean-
while, who came to the throne aged eight in 1016,
grew up under the influence of Malikite teachers
and scholars of Qayrawin, at a time when the
Ismaili Fatimid connection of the dynasty was
becoming increasingly unpopular; in 1017 Ismailis
were massacred in all the main cities. In 1036 an
important estrangement occurred when al-Mu“izz
tried to take over Muslim Sicily, but the Fatimids
concluded a treaty with Byzantium in 1038 recog-
nizing the Greek claim to the island. At that time,
Berber tribal raiders from the south had begun to
threaten Qayrawin, and the warrior Arab tribes of
the Band Hilal were arriving from the east in
Tripolitania. Political, religious, and tribal unrest
had an economic background: the shift of trade
away from Ifrigiya following the departure of the
Fatimids in Egypt. In 1048 al-Mu°izz tried to regain
the initiative by renouncing his allegiance to Cairo,
and transferring it to the Abbasids in Baghdad.

His purpose was to win popularity at Qayrawan,
and to create a militant anti-Fatimid alliance with
Tripoli and Burca under his leadership. The scheme
failed in 1052, mainly because al-MuSizz quarreled
with the Zughba and Riyah, Hilali Arab tribes
whom he had enlisted against the Berbers of south-
ern Ifrigiya. His army was routed by them at the
Battle of Haydarin south of Qayrawan. His author-
ity thereupon collapsed. Encouraged by the Fati-
mids, who sent an envoy to Gabgs between 1053
and 1054, most of the main cities abandoned him,
and in 1057 he himself abandoned Qayrawan for
Mahdia, where he returned to Fatimid allegiance.
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Persian djawz “nut”) is used for “spouse” and “pair,”
in the Maghrib the form is without metathesis but
often has assimilation of the voiced post-alveolar fri-
cative and the voiced alveolar fricative, which may
be regressive: diid] and variants (esp. in the west
Morocco), or progressive (z@z and varants (esp. in
the east: Tunisia, Libya). In numerous dialects, espe-
cially. the urban ones of Algeria and Morocco, and
for a long time back (as attested in mediaeval Maghribi,
Andalusi and Sicilian Arabic, and also in Maltese),
this form serves as a cardinal numeral “two”. But in
none of these has it completely eliminated the old
*ithnayn, the only word used when enumerating the
cardinal numbers (“one, two, three...”) and also the
word appearing almost always in the composed
numeral forms (a form like j@j u khamsin “52” is rare,
if not indeed exceptional). *Cawd] “two” (sometimes
in the diminutive, zwayyidj) is attested, either alone
or at the side of *ithnayn in dialects which have kept
alive usage of the dual (and where its use often there-
fore serves to reinforce the dual), and alone in those
which have only a “pseudo-dual”; it seems that there
is a linkage between the disappearance of the dual
and the replacement of *ithnayn by *zawd).

The syntagm associating the noun of the object
counted with the cardinal number has two construc-
tions (which may be mutually exclusive or co-exist,
according to different dialects): (a) zawg + pl. noun,
and (b) zawdi + particle (d, dval, etc.) + def. article
+ pl. noun (each of these constructions has a vari-
ant where the noun is in the sing., for certain types
of collectives, or for certain units of measure, of money,
etc.). In Maltese, there is a third construction in which
the cardinal number assumes a special form when
standing in the construct state (zewgi-). In all the
dialects concerned, the sense of “pair” remains in gen-
eral for *zawd; it is sometimes distinguished from that
of “two” by a special form in -a¢ or by the diminu-
tive zwidia, but the plural remains in that case that
of *zawd;. The choice between collective or pl. in the
noun of the object counted, or the use of the dual
or pl. of *awdj, in some cases allows one to get
round the ambiguities of “two”, “pair”, “element of
a pair’. Thus at La Chebba, Tunisia, one finds ziz
klast or zizen klast “a pair of socks”. Finally, one
should note that some dialects (mainly Algerian, it
seems) have made an ordinal number out of *zawdj,
sc. jawg (La Saoura), zawad] “second”.

Bibliography: For the forms, usages and con-
structions of *zawgd] “two”, this article has used the
well-documented monograph of K. Morth, Die

Kardinalzahlworter von eins bis zehn in den neuarabischen

Dialekten, Vienna 1997, 25, 33-5, 138-49, 212-13

and map 6, and 302 sections %4 and & For older

attestations, see J. Blau, The emergence and linguis-

tic background of Fudaco-Arabic, *Jerusalem 1981, 117,

F. Corriente, A grammatical sketch of the Spanish Arabic

dialect bundle, Madrid 1977, 88. (J. LeNnTIN)

3. Usage in the dialects of the Muslim
East [see Suppl].

ZAWI B. ZIRI b. Manad al-Sanhadji, the Berber
founder of an independent taifa (1a’ifa [see
MULUK AL-TAWA’IF. 2]) or principality in Granada
at the time of the dismemberment of the Umayyad
caliphate of Cordova and its first ruler (403-10/1013-
19).

The Zirids, who belonged to the Talkata, the most
important tribe of the Sanhadja [¢.v], had settled in
the area between Ifrikiya and the central Maghrib.
Zawi and his followers, including the two sons of his
brother Miaksan, were among the prominent Berbers

in North Africa who were invited by the ‘Amirid
hagjib of Cordova, ‘Abd al-Malik al-Muzaffar [g.0],
to join him in his perennial campaigns against the
Christians of northern Spain. Al-Muzaffar’s father
al-Manstr, however, had his own misgivings about
Zawi, who was reputed to be cunning, shrewd and
troublesome.

After the fall of the ‘Amirids and the outbreak of
civil strife in al-Andalus, Zawi is said to have con-
templated returning to North Africa but changed his
mind when the people of Elvira sought his protec-
tion. In fact, the Zirids played a decisive role in the
course of events, and it was largely thanks to Zawi
that the Umayyad Sulayman al-Musta‘in was pro-
claimed caliph (Rabi‘ I 400/November 1008). If Zawi
had really intended to leave al-Andalus, one may well
ask why he had stayed behind for eight years and
taken such an active part (Ibn Hayyan describes Zawi
as “the spark that kindled the civil war after the
‘Amirid dynasty”) in events which secured for his peo-
ple the rich province of Elvira.

It was the Berbers who had forced Sulayman to
divide between them the southern districts of al-
Andalus and, consequently, the province of Elvira fell
to Ziwl and his kinsmen. It is most unlikely that
ZawT’s arrival in Elvira was, as claimed by the last
Zind amir of Granada (Tibyan, 59, tr. 45), in response
to an invitation from the Elvirans, who had recently
suffered so much at his hands. The Elvirans proba-
bly had no say in the matter. It is more likely that,
prior to Sulayman’s re-entry into Cordova (403/1013),
Zawl had already established himself in Elvira and
Sulayman had to accept that as a fait accomplr.

Aware of the bitter hostility of the Andalusians to
the Berbers, ZawT suggested that the people of Elvira
move to the nearby and more defensible mountain
fortress of Granada. Soon after, the Andalusians, led
by the newly-proclaimed Umayyad caliph al-Murtada,
launched an assault but were routed just outside
Granada, almost six years after ZawT had settled there.
The Zirids’ victory was swift and decisive, thanks
mainly to the defection from al-Murtada’s ranks of
the ‘Amirid Khayran of Almeria and of al-Mundhir
b. Yahyd of Saragossa.

Shortly after his victory, however, Zaw1 surprisingly
decided to return to Ifrikiya, prompted no doubt by
his keen awareness of the Andalusians’ hostility and
their numerical superiority. Moreover, he aspired to
the throne of Kayrawan, whose occupant at the time
was an eight-year-old Zirid, al-Mu‘izz b. Badis {g.0.],
a great grandson of Zawi’s brother Buluggin. Ibn
Hayyan also mentions Zawl’s obsessive fear that the
Zanata Berbers, traditional foes of the Sanhadja, might
join forces with the Andalusians against the Zirids,
hence Zawi’s description of the Zanata as “the real
enermies” (Ibn Bassam, Dhakhira, i/1, 402; Ibn al-
Khattb, A‘mal, 131).

Z3wi, who was born and brought up in North
Africa, must have felt isolated and insecure through-
out his 18-year sojourn in al-Andalus, and it is not
surprising that his thoughts should turn to his native
land. Furthermore, the situation in North Africa had
completely changed since his arrival in al-Andalus in
392/1002; the Fatimid caliphs had moved from Ifrikiya
to Egypt; the Zanata ruler of Fas, ZirT b. ‘Atiyya,
could no longer count on Umayyad support; and the
internecine struggle, raging since 409/1014 between
the Zirids of Ifrtkiya [g.2] and their kinsmen the
Hammadids of al-Kal‘a [g..], had exhausted both
sides.

ZawT left Almufiecar (al-Munakkab) for Ifrtkiya some
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sources. But there is much disagreement about the
place of Manichaeism in the history of religion. Some
scholars still regard Manichaeism as an essendally
Iranian phenomenon, an off-shoot of Zoroastrianism,
but the prevalent view is that its roots lie mainly in
Western traditions, in Christianity or Gnosticism, and
that, although Mani was aware of Zoroastrianism (and
of Buddhism), the influence of Iranian and Indian
doctrines on his teaching was at best superficial.

As a dualist religion, which posited two co-eternal
opposing principles of good (light) and evil (darkness),
Manichaeism stands in a very stark contrast to Islam,
with its implacable monotheism. Muslim theologians
were quite right to insist on this difference. At the
same time, the two faiths do have some points of
contact. Both teach that God has instructed mankind
through a series of prophets, all of whom brought
essentially the same message at different times. Some
Manichaean sources see Mani as the successor of
prophets from the Judaic tradition like Adam, Seth,
Enosh, Shem and Enoch, others mention only the
Buddha, Zoroaster and Jesus as his predecessors, yet
others combine the two series. Mani, like Muhammad,
is the “seal of the prophets” (discussed, with contro-
versial conclusions, by Colpe and Stroumsa) and the
Paraclete predicted by Jesus. The Buddha, Zoroaster
and Jesus taught the pure religion, but did not com-
mit their teachings to writing; the books that their
followers now read were written after the deaths of
the prophets and corrupted their teachings, but Mant
wrote down his own teachings and produced a defin-
itive written account of the true religion (for a similar
view in Islam, see TAHRTF). Finally, both Manichaeism
and Islam deny that Jesus actually died on the cross.
But it is doubtful whether any of this indicates a
direct influence of Manichaeism on Islam. It is more
likely that both share a common substratum in Jewish
Christianity.

Bibliography: 1. Primary sources. Ibn al-
Nadim’s account of Manichaeism and the zanddika
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ZINDJIRLI, Modern Tkish. Zincirli, a village of
southeastern Turkey, lying in the Karasu valley
between the Gavur Daglar1 (Amanus) and the Kurd
Dagi/Djabal al-Akrad, near the small town of Islahiye.
It now comes within the western part of the i or
province of Gaziantep.

A tell there, excavated by Berlin archaeologists
1888-1902, revealed the capital ¥°dy; the earlier vocal-
isation as Yaudi is now regarded as uncertain, but it
is to be identified with the place known as Sam’al
in the records of the Assyrian king Tiglath Pileser IIIL
A stele of a later Assyrian king Esarhaddon (680-669
B.C.) has been found. There has been considerable
interest in the official Aramaic inscriptions found at or
near the site, particularly the colossal statue of the god
Hadad erected by Panammu I, who styles himself
mlk y’dy “king of Y’dy”, and those erected as a result
of building activity on the site by Bar-rakkab mlk sm’!
“king of Sam’al”, one in honour of his father Panammu
II and another in which he swears allegiance to Tiglath
Pileser, who allowed him to succeed to the throne after
his father.

No trace of the name Sam’al seems to have sur-
vived into the Islamic period, and the origin of the
recent Turkish name, literally “enchained, placed in
a chain or series”, remains obscure, unless it is a cor-
ruption of the name of the fortress Zandjtara men-
tioned by al-Nuwayri (see Honigmann, in EI' s.v.).

Bibliography: In addition to the Bibl. of the EI'
art,, see Sir Charles Wilson, Murray’s Handbooks, Asia

AMinor, Transcaucasia, Persia etc., London 1895, 275-6;

Mevers Reisebiicher Paldstina und Syria, ‘Leipzig and

Vienna 1907, 257, Baedeker’s Palestine and Syna,

Leipzig 1912, 367; J.B. Pritchard, Ancient Near East-

emn texts relating to the Old Testament, *Princeton 1969,

654-5; J.C.L. Gibson, Syrian Semitic inscriptions, ii,

Oxford 1975, 60-92. (ML.E.J. RICHARDSON)

ZIRIDS, the name of two mediaeval Berber
dynasties of the Muslim West.
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CONTRIBUTION A L’HISTOIRE DE LA VIE
RELIGIEUSE EN IFRIQIYA ZIRIDE | . ¢t

(Xeme-XIeme Sieécles)
PAR

HADY ROGER IDRIS

AVANT-PROPOS

Nous avons groupé sous ce titre quelques biographies con-
sacrées a des juristes ifrigiyens ayant vécu sous les Zirides avant
I'invasion hilalienne. Bien que la plupart d’entre eux, comparés a
Ibn Abi Zayd, al-Qabisi, Abai Bakr b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin, Abi
‘Imran al-Fasi etc..., soient d’importance mineure, ils ont, eux
aussi, contribué, pour une part non négligeable au triomphe de
Iorthodoxie malikite.

Les Sanhaga zirides, vassaux des Fatimides du Caire et pre-
miére dynastie berbére de P'Ifrigiya musulmane, ont eu 4 résoudre
un redoutable probléme politico-religieux.

Un grand nombre d’adeptes du hanafisme, si puissant sous les
Aglabides, s’étant plus ou moins ralliés aux Fatimides, et beaucoup
d’entre eux ayant méme embrassé le §i‘isme, le malikisme demeura
le seul adversaire sérieux de ’hétérodoxie isma‘ilienne. Rappelons
qu’aprés avoir jugulé la formidable insurrection hirigite d’Abi
Yazid, que les docteurs malikites de Kairouan avaient soutenue,
les Fatimides modérérent la virulence de leur propagande doctri-
nale et tentérent de gagner au moins la neutralité des malikites qui
n’en continuérent pas moins a les abhorrer.
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a I'obédience fatimide

D’une maniére générale, on peut admettre, avec la tradition
de commune renommée, que le triomphe définitif de I'ortho-
doxie malikite en Ifrigiya est avant tout l'euvre de I'Imam
SahnGn et du prince ziride al-Mu'izz b. Badis. C'est en effei
au céleébre juriste kairouanais qui vécut sous les Aghlabides
au IIl° siécle H./IXe siécle, et & ses disciples, qu’il faut attri-
buer la diffusion de ce rite en Berbérie Orientale, surtout dans
le peuple et la bourgeoisie citadine, tandis que, au milieu du
Ve siécle H./XIe siécle, le 4° souverain de la dynastie sanhé-
jienne, vassale des Fitimides, consacrait officiellement P'ortho-
doxie de son peuple par la répudiation de la suzeraireté chi'ite
et la reconnaissance du califat abbisside, renouant ainsi avec
la tradition des Aghlabides, vassaux de Bagdad. Cet acte
politique qui répondait aux aspirations de la masse impatiente
de secouer le joug des Chi‘ites abhorrés, marque un tournant
décisif de T’histoire du Maghrib. Les sources historiques dont
nous disposions jusqu'd cette décade nous présentaient cette
rupture comme définitive tandis que l'examen des monnaies
zirides nous obligeait @ admettre la possibilité d'une réconci-
liation entre les souverains de Mahdia et du Caire. Trou-
blant dilemme : les piéces attestaient un fait capital que les
chroniqueurs unanimes passaient sous silence ; d’ou la néces-
sité, pour I'historien de choisir entre le 1émoignage de Ihisto-
riographie et celui de Ja numismatique ou de hasarder telle ou
telle hypothése pour expliquer ce désaccord, voire le conecilier.
Les sciences auxiliaires de l'histoire, particuliecrement impor-
tantes pour l'historien de 1'Islim médiéval, qui, ne disposant





