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Tipu Sultan: Administration and Economy in Mysore

#

M. M. Abraham

Introduction A

ust like many rulers in the Indian subcontinent, Tipu Sultan was an

autocrat. But he was also a prudent administrator, interested in the

welfare of his subjects. He combined the methods of the Mughals
and that of the British to build an economy that was comparable to the nations
of Europe.'Despite being engaged in militaristic endeavours, Tipu found the
time, the energy and the enthusiasm for scientific and intellectual endeavours.
Tipu’s library in Seringapatanam attests to his thirst for knowledge. He was
familiar with the works of French philosophers such as Voltaire, Rousseau,
Diderot and the so-called ‘Encyclopaedists.” As a member of the ‘Jacobin
Club’ he argued and discussed with his French employees the new wave of
political, social and economic thought in Europe.? In 1794 Captain Doveton
expressed his astonishment at Tipu's comprehension of world affairs. Tipu's
Mysore reflects this comprehension and awareness of developments around

the world and not just in India.
Central Administration of Tipu Sultan

Tipu's administration had various departments (cutchris) at the centre.
Each department had a head and subordinate officers, which together
constituted a board. The decisions were taken in this board by a majority of
opinions. Tipu was kept regularly informed of its proceedings. Sometimes the

! Muhammad ItyasNadvi, trans by Mohammad Saghir Husain Tipu Sultan (New Dethi:

Institute of Objective Studies, 2004), 337.
2 Praxy Fernandes, The Tigers of Mysore (New Delhi: Penguin Books India (P) Ltd,

1991), 184.
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TIPU SULTAN: ADMINISTRATION AND ECONOMY IN MYSORE

Peads of various departments met sultan to deliberate matters of common
1nte.:rest on which Tipu used to give the final orders. The following were the
major departments under Tipu administration:

e The revenue department headed by Mir Sadiq who was also
Tipu’s Chief Diwan. Five officers worked under him. The
accounts were kept in three languages —Persian, Kanarese and
-, Marathi.

The military department headed by a Hindu Brahmin named
Pmaiyya. This department was in charge of the entire army. In
’.VleW of the constant war and conflicts, this department had an
important role to play from time to time. This department also
looked after the field garrison, ordinances and fortresses.

The commerce \department monitored trade, commerce and
industry. Until 1796, the naval trade was also under this
department. Later Tipu established a separate department for
naval trade and commerce.

The treasury department held the responsibility of providing
adequate security to cash, jewellery (including gold in the state
trf?asury), and the sealed official documents. It supplied the
mints with gold, silver and copper, and after the coins had been
minted, they were deposited back in the treasury.

Since the international trade and commerce had grown, Tipu
established a separate department for foreign trade in 1796.

A separate department was established for the protection and
security of arms and ammunitions, which also overlooked the
production of arms and the protection of forts.
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Tipu Sultan
A hand-written inscription [on the back of a portrait of Tipu Sultan] .-- 1957 ISSN: 0022-1775 :
Journal of Indian History, vol. 35 pp. 137, (1957)
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zil-i Rum : diary of a jowrney to
Constantinople. By Khwaja Abdul
Qadir. [ix], 99, 169, [5] pp-, 3 maps.
London: Asia Publishing House for
the Dept. of History, Aligarh Muslim
University, [1969]. :

This is the story of an embassy sent by ‘
Tipd, Sultin of Mysore to Constantinople in
1786. Its purpose was first. to establish com-
mercial relations with the Ottoman Empire,
secondly to secure confirmation of Tipii’s title
to the throne of Mysore from the caliph, and
thirdly to obtain military assistance from the
Ottoman Empire against the English. It was
jed by Ghulim ‘Ali Khiin, one of the leading
officers of Tipli. The mission succeeded only
in ite second purpose. The Wagai is & narrative
of the experiences of the embassy from the
time it left Seringapatam (Srirangapattanam)
until its departure from Bagra to Constanti-
nople. As the editor points out, it gives a
valuable account of the Persian Gulf terri-
tories at the end of the cighteenth century and
is o useful supplement to European accounts
of the period. Its style is somewhat loose and
in places obscurc. The editor has provided a
good historical introduction to the embassy .
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persons, place-names, technical terms, and
worda of non-Persian origin.
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| career based largely upon unpublished sources.

The suthor has bravely attempted to cx(',ﬂcm,ci
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who accept these srguments moy yet b‘al‘k at
the essertion that Tipu aimt?d at ‘ State
Socialism ' in Mysore. “Phere is much more
attention to the details of Tipu’s_batt}ee n:nd
cempaigns then to the way in which his mind
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As coastal demand for slaves and ivory rose, Swahili/Arab and Nyamwe-

zi hunter/traders moved ever-deeper into the interior in search of these -
commodities. Financed by Zanzibari or Indian merchants, they travelled in .
well-armed caravans of several hundred or even a thousand men. They .

exploited the weaknesses of old-established states and set. up permanent
bases in the central African interior. Like the Yao in the south, the
Nyamwezi were the pioneers of this movement north of Lake Malawi.
Swahili/Arab caravaneers followed Nyamwezi routes and were well-
established at Uijiji on the shores of Lake Tanganyika by the late 1830s.
From there they crossed the lake in the 1840s to collect ivory and captives
from the eastern fringes of the Zaire forest. By then the Nyamwezi were
penetrating far to the west of the Tanganyika—Malawi corridor (see Map
17.3).

In the 1850s a Nyamwezi trader, Msiri, established a permanent inland
base west of the Luapula. The Kazembe kingdom was suffering the crisis
of a civil war which Msiri was able to exploit to his advantage. From his
capital at Bunkeya he expanded his initial holding into a raiding/trading
state composed of a number of heavily-fortified villages. As the Nyamwezi
expanded their control they absorbed other peoples and adopted the local
name ‘ba-Yeke’. From their position in the heart of the copper-producing ™

ypug’qTip and the

eastern Zaire basin

country, Msiri’s Yeke drew off most of the tribute from the western
regions of the Kazembe kingdom. They established contact further west
with Chokwe and Ovimbundu. In this way they benefited from both
eastern and western connections as Kazembe’s Lunda had before them.
Msiri used the region’s resources of ivory and copper to build up a
considerable arsenal of firearms which he bought from Ovimbundu and
Swahili/Arabs. It was his command of the copper resources of the region
that attracted British and Belgian colonists to Bunkeya in 1890-91. '

Meanwhile the most famous of the Swahili/Arab traders of the central
African interior had established himself west of Lake Tanganyika. His
name was Flamed bin Muhammed, commonly known as Tippu Tip. He
started his hunting and raiding experience among Msiri’s Nyamwezi. Dur-
ing the 1860s he established himself at the Swahili/Arab bases of Nyangwe
and Kasongo on the Lualaba (upper Zaire) river. From here he was able to
maintain direct trading contact through Ujiji and Tabora to Zanzibar. This
kept him supplied with firearms with which to hunt the forest and raid
surrounding villages. In doing so he virtually destroyed the ancient Songye
towns of the upper Lualaba and seriously weakened the declining Luba
empire.

Considering his ‘kingdom’ as the western outpost of the Zanzibari
sultanate, Tippu Tip built a trading empire for himself which stretched
from the Luba in the south to the great westward bend of the upper Zaire
river (see Map 17.3). By the early 1880s Tippu Tip’s ‘army’ was several
thousand strong. But he was merely the ‘overlord’ of an informal ‘federa-
tion’ of hunting-raiding bands. His close companions were Swahili/Arabs
and Muslim Nyamwezi who commanded their own bands of armed retain-
ers. Tippu Tip and his companions hunted elephants deep into the Zaire
forest, and raided villages for food and captives. Captured women were
taken as concubines while men were used as porters and despatched along
the route to Zanzibar. Both men and women were used as agricultural
labour to tend the plantations of sugar-cane, rice or maize which sur-
rounded the towns of Kasongo and Nyangwe. Any ‘surplus’ captives were
usually ransomed locally in exchange for ivory. The cheapness of human
life to Tippu Tip and his companions is illustrated by an observation in the
journal of the Anglo-American traveller H.M. Stanley:

Halt at Mpotira [downstream from Nyangwe], to allow a winding cara-
van under our escort to come up with hundreds of sheep and goats
which they are taking to Tata for trade. A sheep is said to purchase one
[tusk of] ivory, 12 slaves purchase an ivory. In Ujiji 6 slaves purchase an
ivory.

‘Slaves cost nothing,’ said Hamed bin Mohammed, ‘they only require
to be gathered.’ And that is the work of Muini Dugumbi and Mraga-
moyo [Tippu Tip’s companions].

These half-castes of Nyangwe have no cloth or beads or wares of
merchandise. They obtain their ivory by robbing.... They attack the
simple peoples of Nyangwe right and left, 12 or 15 slaves then caught are
sold for 35 pounds (16 kilos) of ivory. Muini Dugumbi has one hundred
to one hundred and twenty women. Mtagamoyo has 60.. ..

(R. Stanley and A. Neame (ed.), The Exploration Diaries of H.M. Stanley,
William Kimber, London, 1961, p. 134; entry for 7 November 1876)
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idem, Histoire de la dynastie satdide, extrail de al-

Turgumin al-murib ¢an duwal al-Magriq wal
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Zayyani, presenté par L. Mougin et H. Hamburger, in

ROMM, xxiii (1983), 7-109; Ahmad b. Khalid al-

Nasiri, K. al-Istiksa® li-akhbdr duwal al-Maghrib al-

Aksd, al-dawla al-sadiyya, v-vi, Casablanca 1955; A.

Guennun, Carlas de historia de los Saadies, Tetouan

1954; G. Deverdun, Inscriptions arabes des Marrakech,

Rabat 1958; idem, Marrakech des origines & 1 912, i-ii,

Rabat 1959-66; H. de Castries, La conquéle du Soudan

par al-Mansour (1591), in Hesperis, iv (1923), 433-88;

P. Berthier, Les anciennes sucreries du Maroc el leurs

réseaux  hydrauliques, 2 vols., Rabat 1966; G.

Gozalbes Busto, La repiblica andaluza de Rabat en el
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- _ (CHANTAL DE LA VERONNE)
SADIK HIDAYAT [sce HIDAYAT, SADIK].
SADIK RIF‘AT PASHA, Meume, Qttoman

statesman and diplomat (1807-57). He was born
in Istanbul, the only son of a very wealthy family. His
father was Hadjdji ‘All Bey, the governor of the Ot-
toman cannon foundries (Topkhane). Sadik Rif‘at re-
ceived an education in the palace school, serving his
final year in the Enderin-i Humdyun Khazine Odast (the
imperial treasury). Thereafter, he was placed in the
correspondence department (Mektiabi Kalemi) of the
Grand Vizierate, as an assistant clerk, In 1824 he was
promoted to the rank of kh*ddia (master) and in 1828
he became a junior clerk in the office of incoming cor-
respondence.,

He attracted the attention of Sultan Mahmid 1
[¢.v.] when accompanying the latter on his tour of
idirne and Gelibolu. He also joined the entourage of
Pertew Pagha |g.v.], whose protégé he became, Just
like his more famous contemporary Muylali Reghid
lg.v.]. In 1834 he succeeded Reghid in the position of
assistant-receiver (Amedi Wekili), Next year, Sadik
RifCat was appointed Ottoman ambassador o Vien-
na, where he gained the fricndship of the Austrian
chancellor Prince Metternich, but struck Joseph von
Hammer as a novice in diplomacy. During his stay in
Vienna, he wrole a memorandum on the ‘‘cir-
cumstances of Burope’’ (Awrupd ahwdling dd’ir risdle,
1837) in which he pointed out the importance of
security ol life and  property  and of  rational
burcaucratic practices, and advocated devoting more
autention to trade and industry, According to Sadik
Riffat, the old Ottoman condescension  towards
people engaged in trade should end and productivity
should be made a central aim of the Ottoman govern-
ment. The ideas put forward in the memorandum
resembled the provisions of the Anglo-Ottoman trade
treaty of Balta Liméni of 1838 and of the famous
Gilkhine edict which issued in the Tanzimat reforms
in 1839.

In 1840, Sadik Rif‘at, now under-secretary of state
at the Foreign Office, led a mission to Egypt. Shortly
after, he was appointed as under-secretary of state at
the office of the Grand Vizier. In 1841, he was pro-
moted to the rank of vizier and served as foreign
secretary for nine months, the first of four separate
tenures of that post (the others being in 1843-5, 1848
and 1853), always for short periods of time. In the
same year he joined the Medjlis-i Wala-yi Ahkam-i
Adliyye (Exalied Council for Judicial Ordinances), the
main consultative body of the carly Tanzimat cra.

After a second stint as ambassador to Austria (1842-3)
and his second term as foreign secretary, he rejoined
the council and became its chairman (with a seat in
the cabinet) in 1845. He was to serve as chairman of
the council three more times, in 1848-9, 1850 and
1853-4, after which he joined the newly established
Medjlis-i “Ali-yi Tanzimat (High Council for Reforms).
In between he served as finance minister for three
months in 1848, and as minister of state for three
months in 1850. In the latter year he also joined the
Learned Society (Endjiimen-i Danish).

Sadik Rif‘at Pasha was a close associate of Reshid
Pasha and a member of the inner circle of reformers
all through the 1830s, 1840s and 1850s. He was a
strong supporter of the secularisation of the legal and
cducational systems and, like Reghid, ‘Alf and Fu’ad
Paghas, both preached and practiced the simplifica-
tion of the Ottoman chancery style. Against the ex-
pectations of many of his contemporarics, he never at-
tained the Grand Vizierate, .

Sadik Rifat Pagha died on 11 January 1857 and
was buried in Eyyiab. He left a daughter (who was
married to a son of Mustafd Reghid Pagha, Ahmed
Dijclal Pagha) and a son, Mehmed Ra’iGf Pagha, who
cdited and published a number of his father’s
memoranda under the title Muntakhabat-i athdr-i Riftat
(Selected Writings of Riffat). Another small work,
called Risdle-yi akhlak (Treatise on morals) was for
some time used in Ottoman schools.

Bibliography: Murat Belge (cd.), Tanzimat tan
Cumhuriyet’e Tiirkiye ansiklopedisi, Istanbul 1985, i,
250-2, iii, 622-3; C.V. Findley, Bureaucratic reform in
the Ottoman Empire. The Sublime Porte 1 789-1922,
Princeton 1980, 136-8; ibrahim Alaettin Govsa,
Tiirk meghurlan ansiklopedisi, lstanbul 1946, 326;
Tiirk ansiklopedisi, Ankara 1978, xxvii, 325,

(E.J. ZURCHER)

NADiKi (the transcription often used by Indian

Ninismatists of what should correctly be Sipniki), the
name given by Tipa Sulidan of Mysore [sce MAHISUR]
1o a gold coin of the value of two pagodas (Port. par-
daw, the name of a gold coin long current in South In-
diu in pre-modern times and for which various ctymo-
logics have been propounded;  see Yule-Burnell
Hobson-Jobsen, a glossary of Anglo-Indian colloquial words
and phrases, 652-7, 672-8), weighing 106 grains (=
6.87 gr). The name $iddikt derives from the epithet
borne by the first caliph Aba Bakr l¢.0.] al-Biddik, in
accordance with ‘Tipd’s custom  of naming the
denominations of his coins after the first caliphs and
the ShET imims.

Biblivgraphy: J.R. Henderson, The coins of
Haidar AIf and “U'ipi Sultin, Madras 1921,
_ (}. ALLan®)
AL-SADIKIYYA, AL-MaDRASA, in  Tunisian

‘Arabic es-Sadkiyya, in French, le Colitge Sadiki, a

prestigious educational establishment, found-
ed by a decree of Muhammad al-Sadik Bey [q.0.] of
Tunis on 5 Dhu ’I-Hidjdja 1291/13 January 1875 on
the advice of the reforming minister Khayr al-Din
lg.e.].

Its foundation marked the culmination of a period
of reflection by the reforming élite in Tunisia which,
{rom the middle of the 19th century, opened its eyes
to the modern world, was disturbed at the social,
cultural and economic backwardness of the country,
and had the curiosity to make itself familiar with the
sciences of the West. It took into account the fact that
all reform, political or administrative, would neces-
sarily involve the updating of teaching methods, the
development of the programme of studies and its
extension to as great a number as possible of pupils.




NARASINGHA P. SIL
(Western Oregon University)

AN ANATOMY OF COLONIAL PENETRATION
AND RESISTANCE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY:
THE ODYSSEY OF SIRAJ-UD-DAULA -
AND TIPU SULTAN"

Prolegomena

Writing on the battle between the forces of Nawab Siraj-ud-daula
(1729-57) of Bengal and the British East India Company [hereafter BEIC]
in the late eighteenth century, the Calcutta historian Rajatkanta Ray de-
spairs at the veritable rape of a suba (province) of the Mughal Empire by
the powerful barbarians of the West~ “a bunch of bullies, cheats and swin-
dlers whose greed knew no limit and who yielded to none in their boldness
and cunning”~leading to the disappearance of “a whole world” and the
imposition of an alien order at gun point." In a subsequent prize-winning
study in Bengali, Professor Ray has argued that the main players in the
conspiracy leading to the Battle of Plassey were the military grandees
(mansabdars) and notables of Murshidabad and not the traders of the
BEIC who were interested in enhancing their corporate as well as personal
earnings rather than creating an empire in the subcontinent.?

Echoing him but going far beyond, another Calcutta historian, Sushil
Chaudhury, has recently claimed that the court conspiracy resulting in the
Battle of Plassey was hatched by the conniving members of the BEIC to
protect their illegal private trade. According to him, the young Nawab

An earlier version of a part of this paper was used for my lecture “Tipu Sultan: Patriot
or Petty Potentate?” at the Department of History, Presidency College, Calcutta on
September 4, 2002, -

Ray, “Colonial Penetration and the Indian Resistance,” p. 7.

Ray, Palashir Sadayantra O Sekaler Samaj, pp. 12, 16.

Bournal of Asipu History |
AR 005), 13, 4 £~ G Wiesbadn.
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Siraj-ud-daula, itruly a well-meaning ruler of Bengal, despite his earlier
career of rambunctious debauchery, fell an unsuspecting victim to the
machinations of his trusted but traitorous courtiers and the {diabolically
designing British traders. Hence Plassey registers a tragic turning point for
Mughal India presaging the imperial control of a foreign po:we:r.3 How-
ever, Chaudhury’s claim is not altogether novel, as some quarter century
ago it was made eloquently and persuasively by Iris Macfarlane, who lived
in India for twenty-seven years and whose great grandfather!had been a
surgeon with the BEIC in the earlier decades of the nineteenth éentury.4

In an almost similar vein two scholars lament the destruction of the
kingdom of Mysore under Tipu Sultan Fath *Ali Khan (1750-99) by the
forces of the East India Company as an act of deliberate destruction of a
well-ordered polity.” Tipu has been regarded as “the terror of Leadenhall
Street” (the headquarters of the BEIC in London) and a great|patriot who
“died in the spontaneous combustion of hostile forces defending the lib-
erty and honour of the land and not in apathy, inertia or uninventive-
ness.”” A Pakistani scholar goes so far as to depict Tipu as an ascetic (he
was about to tut down a temptress, actually one of his father’s young
concubines, who had lost her head and heart over the handsome prince,
and tried to seduce him at night when he was asleep) who was possessed
of “wisdom béyond [his] ... years” and “a man of courage, jcompassion
and principles; and one who did not hesitate when he had to choose be-
tween a puppet’s glittering “life of infamy” and the tenifym&1y glorious
guerdon of martyrdom.”-

A contempc%rary account even compares the experiences of both Indian
chiefs who are hailed as “brave, worthy sons of India” and] praised for
their “indomitable courage and spirit of self-immolation in the cause of

3 Chaudhury, Prelude to Empire.

4 Wacfarlane, Black Hole. This most readable study is based on solid archival research,
though, unfortunately, it lacks footnotes. Surprisingly, neither Ray nor Chaudhury
seem to be aware of the existence of a study that anticipates much of what these two
Tndian scholars, especially the latter, claim tobe a revisionist research. ;

5 See Ali, Tipu Sultan and Jeddy, Tipu Sultan. “Snltan” is not a sobriquet for Tipu, it
being a part of his name. “Tipu” in Canarese means “Tiger” and “Sultan™ stands for
“Conqueror of Passions.” This ascetic sounding name was given to him by a Muslim
saint. Archer, Tippoo s Tiger, p- 4.

§  Ali, “Profile of Tipu Sultan.” :

7 Jeddy, Tipu Sultan, 111, pp. iii-iv (emphasis in original).
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deviet, Inang ve cempatin yeniden yaptiandinimast / Kemat H. Karpat
+ g, Slar Yalqu. — fstantut : Istanbul Biigl Onlversitesi, 2004,
KXIX, 879 5, ; 23 am. ~— (istantut Blig! Cnlversitasi yayinian ; 58,
Tarih ; 7)
0Orj. ad: Tive Pollticization of Istam: reconstructing identity, state,
faith, and community in the jate Ottoman

84 ikinel bilim ISBN §75-6057-58-7 pan-istamizmin Bncileri: cevresel islam ve hilafet merkezi 85 s ‘3 \

Osmanh padigahlari muhtemelen ideal bir Isldm hitkiimdart
imajiu canlandirmaya en cok yaklasan sultanlar oldu, ama eninde so-
nunda onlar da devletlerinin cikarlarini Isldm’m istiinde tuttular. Giig-
lerinin dorugunda iken, ne Ispanyol Reconquista (Fethedilen toprak-
lart geri alma) hareketiyle kiyima ugrayan son Ispanya Miisliimanlari-
nin umutsuz yardim ¢agrilarina, ne de Hanliklar: Rusya’mun Ortodoks
hacl seferleri sonucunda imha edilen Kazan Miislimanlarmim ¢iglik-
larna kulak astilar. Bati’daki emsalleri gibi, Osmanh padigahlar da
dini ancak kendi imajlarin: giiglendirmek ya da halkin destegini topla-
mak igin imana ihtiya¢ duyduklari zaman hatirladilar. Mogol hanlar

masindan ileri geliyordu, ¢iinki halifenin resmen hicbir askeri, ekono-
mik veya politik giicii olmadigs gibi, herkesce taninmig uluslararass bir
statiisii ve mevkii de yoktu. Ama pratik siyasal amaclarla kullanilabi-
lecek yiiksek bir sembolik mevkii vardi. Nitekim Ingilizler hilafeti Hin-
distan ve Orta Asya’daki kendi menfaatleri icin kullanmaya cahgtikla-
11 zaman, bunu ilk kez géstermisler ve béylece halifeligin uluslararas:
prestijini daha bir 6n plana cikarmiglardiz. Halifenin yardimiyla otori-
telerini saglamak ve siirdiirmek isteyen Miisliiman hiikiimdarlar yeni
bir lider tipini temsil ediyorlardi. Bu yeni liderlerin iktidarlarmin mes-
ruiyetini akrabalik baglar yerine halkin ¢ikarlarna ve dine dayandir-

22 ve Osmanh padigahlar, Miisliimanlar: birlegtirmek icin degil, Sif Iran’1 . masi gecmise gore biiyitk bir yenilikti.
&  ortadan kaldirmak icin yiiz yili askin bir siire boyunca bir ittifak kur- Bununla birlikte, Isldm topraklarinin gevresindeki Miisliman
maya calistilarsa da, buna muvaffak olamadilar. Béylece Miisliiman liderlerin Osmanli halifesinin etrafinda bir nevi Islami birlik olugtur-

It

> hiitkiimdarlar hem Kur’an’m bir buyrugu, hem de Isldm’mn ruhuna sin- ma cabasi, toplumun ittifakini temsil eden bir hamle olmaktan ¢ok,

oYL

[N

L

mis siyasi bir ilke olan tevhid’i (birlik) hie saydilar. Gériinen odur ki,
tevhid yolunda idealize edilmis bir 6zlemi ve onun yamsira paylagilan
degerler duygusunu, evrensel Islim kimligini ve dayamgma ruhunu
muhafaza eden tek giic Miisliiman kitleler olmugtur.

19. yiizyilda, Avrupa’nin Miisliiman topraklarini acimasizca ig-
gal ederck hakimiyeti altina almast, gevredeki (periferik) Miisliiman Li-
derlerini Istanbul’daki sultan-halifeye topraklarim iggal etmeye yone-
lik Avrupa planlarimi bozabilecek potansiyel bir askeri ve ekonomik

yardim kayna@ gozityle bakan Miisliiman liderleri, Osmanh Devle--

ti*yle bir cesit ittifak arayigina girmeye zorlads. Taleplerini desteklemek
iizere, Osmanl hayrani selefleri tarafindan imzalanmis baghlik pakt-
larina atifta bulundular ve Osmanli bayragm kullanmak ve tizerlerin-
de halifenin ismi yazili madeni sikkeler darp etmek suretiyle eski taah-
hiitlerini yenilemeyi ve pekistirmeyi teklif ettiler. Osmanh hilafetinin
evrenselligi, Miisliiman liderler Avrupalilara kargi koyabilmek icin tek
bir merkezi kurum etrafinda birlesmek ihtiyacini duyduklarindan 19.
yiizyilda bir emrivaki halini ald1.

Miisliiman hiikiimdarlarin halifeye yaptiklarn gagrilar Islami
acidan megru idi; ancak halifenin gergek giicii ayn1 zamanda sultan ol-

kiigiik bir seckinler grubuyla siurh gikarct bir sivasal girigimdi. Ashna
bakilirsa, halifenin yardimi Miisliiman havas’a (elit’ tabaka) sadece
toplumun Isldmf karakterini degil, aym zamanda modas: gegmis sos-
yal ve ekonomik yapilar ve kendi iktidar tekellerini de koruma ve siir-
diirme imkénim bahgetti. Yine de, bir noktada, hem avam —yani, kék-
tendinci harekete katilan siradan insanlar— hem de havas Osmanh sul-
tan ve halifesine potansiyel kurtaricilan goziiyle baklar ve bu da Is-
tanbul’a olaganiistii bir sayginlik ve nitfuz kazandird

MYSORE HUKUMDARI TIPU SULTAN

Istanbul ile Miislitman dis cevre (periferi) arasindaki yeni iigkilerin
baglangic noktas: sayilabilecek drnek, Tipu Sultan (1750-99) diye bili-
nen Fethali’dir.! Babas: Haydar Ali Ingilizlere kars: bagariyla savagmig
ve Subat 1782°de Porto Novo’da Fransa ile temas kurarak bu iilkeyle
bir ittifak anlagmast imzalamisty; aym yil icinde Slmesi iizerine Tipu
yerine gecmigti. Tipu Sultan Ingilizlerle zaten gergin olan iligkilerini
daha da gerginlestirecek sekilde babasindan bu Fransiz ittifalan dev-

1 Bkz. Mahibbul Hasan, History of Tipn Sultan {Kalkiita, 1971).
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The Wahab. Movement and the British

15. For this discussion the present writer is indebted to the
ﬁrt';cle:l by Prof. Mushirul Haq of Jamla Millia, in Islam Aur Asre
adee

16. Fatwa-i-Azizia 1/162-163,.
17. Tbid 1/28.

18, SAA Rizvi, Shah Abdul Azxiz’s Madad-i-Ma‘ash in
Delhi and the British in Islamlc Society and Culture (ed ).

19. He permitted his own son-in-law Abdul Hai to join

British service from which he resigned only when he was asked

to proceed for Jehad.
20, Ulema-i-Hind ka Shandaar Maazi part iii, p. 13

21. Mirza Hairat. Dehlavr Hayatui-Tayyeba p. 513.
22.-1bid,

23. Ulsma-i-Hird ka Shandaar Maazi. 111/57.

24, Sawanlb Abmadi, p. 75; also Ulema-i-Hind Ka,..111/64,
25. Sawanih Ahmadi quoted by Ulema-i-Hind ka,,.111/68-69,
26. Magalaat«i-Sir Syed Ahmad, ix pp. 142-143.

27. William Huater, OUR Indlan Musalman, p, 12,

28. Mirza Hairat Dehlavi, Hayat-[-Tayyeba, p, 207, quoted
by Qazi Javed, Afkar-i-Shah Waliullah, p. 189,

29. Maulana Ismail Panipati, Maqalaat-i-Sir Sycd XV[/251 f.n,

30. PN Khera, British Policy Toward Sind upto the
Annexation, 1843, p 8, quoted by Qcyamuddm Ahmad, Wahabi
Movementln India p. 75.

31. Maqalaat- '-'SII‘ Syed, IX/143.

32, Prof, Q. Ahmad, op. cit., pp. 121-122,

33. ibid, p. 1 2.

34, Magalaat-i-Sir Syed, 1X/142.

35. See Hayat-i-B‘ad al Mamaat, by Hakim Fazl Husaln

36. Forjett, Our Real Danger In India, London, 1877,
p. 131. :

37. Forrest, A History of Indian Mutiny, III/401.
" 38. Quoted by Surendranath Sen, Eighteen Fifty.
39, Prof, Q, Ahmad, op. cit.. pp. 50-51.
40, Sheikhk Mohammad Ikram, Mauj-i-Kausar, p. 30.

41, Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi, Shah Waliullah Aur Unki
‘Slyasi Tahreek, p. 108, : ,

42. Ismail Panipati. Maqalaat.i-Sir Syed, XVI/319 f.o.
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MAYSOR SULTANI TiPU ILE OSMANLI PADISAH-
LARINDAN 1. ABDULHAMID VE lil. SELIM
ARASINDAKI MEKTUPLASMA

HIKMET BAYUR

Tipu Sultanin genel tarih bakimindan Snemi:

Bu onem iki yonden ileri gelmektedir:

1. Tipu, Bati Avrupa'ya elgiler génderip biyik denizci dev-
letler arasinda bir mevki edinmeye g¢alisan ilk Hindistan hiki{im-
dandir.

2. Onlii Fransiz generali Napoleon Bonapart 1798—99
yillannnda Misir ve Palestin’e sefer yaphg vakit Fransiz hiikime-
ti'nce kendisine verilen yonergelerin baglhicalarindan biri Hindis-
tan’a gitmek, orada Tipu Sultan’la birlesmek ve Hindistan'da,
Dogu’da Ingiliz egemenligini yikmak,

Bilindigi gibi tirli sebepler dolayisiyle Napoleon bu igi
bagaramaz ve arada Tipu yanar.

Asafnda goriilecek belgeler bu olaylar zincirinin bam safha-
larim1 aydinlatacaktir. "

Tipu'nun soyu hakkinda bir 8zet:

Tipu Sultan'in babas1t Haydar Ali, Maysor devletini ele
gegirdikten sonra ast! bir soydan oldugunu isbat igin kendisine
bir tiirli kiitik diizenlettirmigtir. Buna gore soyu Mekke'nin
“Kureys, oymagindandir ve Hasan adini tagiyan beginci goébek-
ten bir atasi Bagdaftan Hindistan’a Ecmir'e gelmigtir. Daha
yakin ve miisbet bilgilere gére Haydar Ali’'nin babasi Feth Mu-
hammed, Gurkanli (Timur oglu) padigah Nasiriiddin Muham-
med Sah devrinde (1719-1748) Dekken'de onun beylerinden
Dergah Kulu Han'in yamnda askert hizmette bulunmug ve
Arkot (Dogu Dekken) nevabi Saadetullah Han'a kars
yapilan bir vurugmada *oliince ogullari1 Maysor devletinde Banga-
lor'a siginmiglardir.
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ipu Sultan

n (1750-1799)

: Freeé&ﬁfFz'ghter;’Mgrtyr, Saint; Moderniser

Tipu Sultan, one of the greatest
figures of Indian history, was born
on November 10, 1750, at Devana-
halli, Kolar, and was named TIPU

SULTAN after the saint Tipu
Mastan Aulia. His real name was

- Fateh Al

Tipu Sultan received classical

education as well as a sound admini-

strative and military training under
the direct supervision of his father
Hyder Ali. At the age of 13, Tipu
accompanied his father to the battle-
field during the Malabar campaign.

In 1780, a confederacy of all
leading Indian powers was forged
against the British. Hyder Ali play-
ed his part by attacking Carnatic
but the Marathas concluded 2 sepa-
rate peace treaty with the British at
Salbai. The Nizam did not fire a
single shot. British .diplomacy had
succeeded once again. —

Successicn, 1782

In December, 1782, Tipu Sultan

inherited a powerful kingdom which .
- extended from the river Krishna in
the north to Dindigal in the South,
about 400 miles in length, and from
Malabar in the West to the Ghais
in the east, about 300 miles in
width. But his position was not
secure and with the dissolution of

the Indian Confederacy, Tipu faced -

the possibility of a British-Maratha-
Nizam alliance against him.

Treaty of Manggloré, 1784

Tipu had taken an active part in
the Second Mysore War and had
inflicted severe blows on the British
in September, 1780, and in Feb-
roary, 1782, At the time of Hyder
Ali’s death he was fighting the
British in Malabar. The sudden turn
of events enabled the Britlsh to
cccupy Mangalore in Bidnur, the
Rani of Mysore, to plan his over-
throw and the chiefs in Malabar, to
rise against him. Tipu decided to
conclude an honourable peace to
give himseif time for consolidation
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and a later trial of strength-with the
British. Tipu soon Tecovered his
losses in Malabar and defeated the
plot of the Rani. With peace in
Europe between England and
France, the French in India began
pressing Tipu for a ceasefire. Tipu
agreed to an armistice at Mangalore
on August 2, 1783. The British, in
‘violation of the terms of the armis-
tice, captured Palghat and Coimba-
tore in November, 1783. Tipu forced
the British garrison at Mangalore
to'surrender on January 29, 1784.
A treaty was signed on March 11,
1784, on terms so advantageous to
Tipu that Warren Hastings called it
“humiliating pacification” and mov-
ed to suspend its authors from office
and Munro waited for the earliest
opportunity to repudiate it. Thus in
the first phase of his reign, Tipu
stabilised his position which speaks
volumes for his extraordinary
ability. ’

Maratha Nizam Alliance

The Treaty of Mangalore disap-
pointed the Marathas and excited
the jealousy of the Nizam. The
Marathas formed an offénsive
alliance with the British to recover
Maratha territories in the Krishna
region but the Treaty neutralised the
British for the time being. The
Marathas pressed Tipu to pay the
arrears of tribute. Tipu did not deny
the claim but evaded payment on
ground of exhaustion of resources.
The Maratha leader Nana and the
Nizam met at Yadgir in June, 1784
and decided to launch an offensive

against Tipu and divide his kingdom -

between them.
Treaty of Gajenﬂragarh, 1787

In 1785, a controversy arose over
Tipu’s right to enbance the annual
tribute payable by the Desai of Nar-
gund. Tipu reduced him to sub-mis-
sion. This ledto the Marath-Mysore

- war of 1785-87, the real purpose
of which was to establish a new
balance of power in South India.
This war "served no one’s interest
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and exhausted both sides. In viola-
tion of the Treaty of Mangalore, the
British also encouraged the Nizam-
Maratha alliance with promises of
help. The french appeared to be
neutral and were inclined to regard
the Marathas as the major instru-
ment for leading the Indian princes
against the British. Tipu was isolat-
ed and his diplomatic manouvres
failed to break the alliance or avert
the conflict. Although Tipu was
uniformly successful in the cam-
paign, he signed the Treaty of
Gajendragarh in April, 1787, which
gave him no territorial or financial
advantage. He also failed to obtain
Maratha support or even neutrality
in his struggle against the British.
He failed to create a united front
against the British.

Foreign Contacts

Tipu then decided to contact
France, Turkey, Iran and Afghani-
stan. He desired the Sultan of
Turkey to join a crusade agajast the
British; he sent a Missicn 1o Con-
stantinople in 1783, after an initial
probe in 1784, with a view io forge
a political and military alliance
with the Sultan, as well as, to
promote economic and technical
. cooperation. Tipu also wanted
formal recognition by the Sultan, in
his capacity as the Caliph of Islam,
and as a sovereign ruler. It may be
recalled that until Tipu dethroned
the Raja of Mysore, he, like Hyder
Ali, was not a dejure but only a de-
facto ruler. The Mission returned in
1789, with a formal Firman of
recognition, but without any com-
mitment on the major issue of
alliance and cooperation. '

Tipu also re-established contact-
with France in September, 1787 and
sent a mission to the Court of Louis
XVI, with a draft treaty of alliance.
The mission returned empty-handed
in May, 1789, as France, beset with
revolutionary turbulence and follow-
ing an isolationist policy, kept aloof
from Tipu’s proposed struggle
against the English.

MUSLIM INDIA
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‘ALl RIZA KHAN. Translation of an Arzee
from Ally Rezza Khan and Ghalaum Ally Khan
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GHULAM AL KHAN. Extracts from a letter
from Gholaurn Ally Khan and Ally Rezza Khan,
te Tippoo Sultaun, dated the I5th and 2ist June
and 4th August 1792; translated from the Per-
sian by N. B. Edmonstone. Asiatic annual
register; state papers, 4 (1802), pp. 133-136.

GHULAM 'ALl KHAN. Extracts from letters
from Gholaum Ally Khan and Ally Rezza Khan
to Tippoo Sultaun, 5th of June, 23rd of July,
and 31st of August, 1793; translated from the
Persian by N. B. Edmonstone. Asiatic annual
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GHULAM 'ALI KHAN. Translation of a letter
from Gholaum Ally Khan to Tippoo Sultaun
(without date): estrangement between them
now removed; by N. B. Edmonstone.  Asiatic
annual register; state papers, 4 (1802), p. 139.

CGHULAM ‘ALl KHAN. Translation of a letter
fromm Gholaum Ally Khan to Tippos Sultaun:
(the propositions of Lord Cornwallis), by N. B.
Edmonstone. Asiatic annual register; state
papers, 4 (1802), p. 137.

GILCHRIST, J. B.
with introductory observations.
nual register; miscellanous tracts,
pp. 124-130.

Epitaph on Tippoo Sultaun,
Asiatic an-
4 (1802),

HASAN 'ALIL. Transiation of the narrative of
the proceedings of the ambassadors dispatched
by Tippoo Sultaun to the French Islands,
written by Hussun Ally, translated by N. B.
Edmonstone.  Asiatic annual register 1 (1799),
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MUHAMMAD GHIYAS. Translation of a letter
from Mahommed OCbyauss and Mahommed
Ghbse Khan, ambassadors from Tippoo Sultaun
to his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic,
dated the 17th of December 1795, translated
from the Persian by N. B. Edmonstone.
Asiatic annual register; state papers, 4 (1802),
pp. 143-144.

MUHAMMAD GHIYAS.  Translation of a letter
from Mahommed ™ Ghyauss and Mahommed
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Ghose Khan, deputed by Tippoo Sultaun to the

Nabob of the Carnatic, to the former {without
date), translated from the Persian by N. B. Eg-
monstone. Asiatic annual register; state
papers, 4 (1802), pp. 144-145.

MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM. Translation of the
narrative of Msahommed lbrahim, cne of the
ambassadors dispatched by Tippoo Sultaun to
the Isle of France in 1797, by N. B. Ed-
monstone. Asiatic annual register 1 (1799),

pp. 186-195.
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Indian antiquary 2 (1873), 112-115.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. An account of the
siege and surrender of Bidnore, and of sub-
sequent operations; from a manuscript
memoir of Tippoo Sultaun, translated by Kirk-
patrick.  Asiatic annual register, 11 (1809),
pp. 413-421.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath Ali. Letter to Ally
Rezza Khan and Gholaum Ally Khan, dated at
Seringapatam, the 1220 from the birth of
Mahommed: (kindness of the Nabob Walajah);
translated from the Persian by N. B. Ed-
monstone. Asiatic annual register; state
papers, 4 (1802), p. 136.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath *Ali. Letters from Tip-
" poo Sultaun, translatéd. ~Asiatic annual reg-
ister; state papers, 1 (1799), pp. 207, 209-210,
212, 215-219, 230-23).

TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. -Memorandum on his
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(1799), pp. 164-171.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath *Ali. Memorandum re-
lative to the French; translated by -N. B.
Edmonstone.  Asiatic annual register 1 (1799),
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TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. Original letters of
Tippoo Sultaun, translated by ajor general
Kirkpatrick. Asiatic annual register, 12
(1810-11), pp. 385-403.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. Translation of a

copy of a letter to Omdut ul Omrah, the
Nabeb of the Carnatic, by N. B. Edmonstone.
Asiatic annual register; state papers, 4 (1802),
pp. 138-139. . :

TIPU SULTAN, Fath *Ali. Translation of a
letter to the Nabob Walajah, translated from
the Persian by N. B. Edmonstone. Asiatic an-
nual register; state papers, 4 {1802), 137-138.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. Translation of the
draft of a letter to Mirza Baukir at Mangalore,
11th of May 1799; translated by N. B. Ed-
monstone. Asiatic annual register 1 (1799),
pp. 175-177.

TIPU SULTAN, Fath 'Ali. Translation of the
draft of a letter to the Grand Seignior; trans-
lated from the Persian by N. B. Edmonstane.
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Timurid rulers married Chinggisid princesses, and
most added Turco-Mongolian titles to their names.
At the same time the Timurids sought legitimacy
within the Islamic tradition through patronage of
culture and religion. They treated religious leaders
with marked respect and turned their courts into
centers of literary and artistic activity.

The political power of religious leaders now grew
markedly, especially that of the Suf Nagshbandi
order, which rapidly became a major force in eastern
iran and Transoxiana. The Central Asian head of
the Nagshbandi, Khwaja Ahrar (d. 1490), held great
wealth and decisive influence over Abu S2’id and
his sons.

The dynasty and its Turkish followers also took
an active interest in art and literature, which they
hoth patronized and practiced. The numerous Ti-
murid courts in Fars, Khurasan, and Central Asia
provided support for a rich cultural and scientific
life. Ulug Beg made Samarkand a center for astron-
omy and the exact sciences; he built an observatory
there and with his scientists developed a well-known
set of astronomical tables.

The greatest cultural center was Herat. Here
Shahrukh patronized literature and historical writ-
ing in both Persian and Turkish, and his son Bay-
songhur founded a library and atelier for the cre-
ation of manuscripts. Under Sultan Husain Baiqara,
Herat attracted the finest talents of the age in lit-
crature, calligraphy, miniature painting, and music.
The Persian poet and mystic Abd al-Rahman Jami
and the Chagatai poet Ali Shir Neva’i, both men of
outstanding talent, flourished at Sultan Husain’s
court; it was there also that Chagatai (eastern Turk-
ish) first became fully established as a language of
high culture. The Timurids were also active builders;
they left behind them many remarkable monuments
distinguished for their imposing size and rich dec-
oration. ’

The regional empires that followed the Ti-
murids—the Ottomans, Safavids, Uzbeks, and
Mughals—were ruled largely by Turks whose own
heritage, like that of the Timurids, combined the
Turco-Mongolian and Islamic traditions. Artists
and writers who had served the Timurids received
a ready welcome among their successors, and the
Timurid courts, particularly Husain Baigara’s, long
remained symbols of cultural brilliance throughout
the Turco-Iranian world.

[See also Baigara, Husain; Herat; Jami; Neva’i;
Samarkand; Shahrukh; Timur; and Ulug Beg.]

Zahir al-Din Babur, The Babur-nama in English (1922;
reprint, 1969). Wilhelm Barthold, Four Studies on the
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History of Central Asia, translated by V. and T. Minorsky
(1956-1962), vols. 2 and 3. E. G. Browne, A Literary
History of Persia (1928), vol. 3, pp. 159-549. Roger M.
Savory, “The Struggle for Supremacy in Persia after the
Death of Timur,” Der Islam 40.1 (1964): 35-63.

BeaTtrice Forses Manz

TIN is found abundantly in the Malay Peninsula,
in rich deposits from southern Thailand down
through Kedah, Perak, Selangor, and Negri Sem-
bilan, continuing in the islands of Banka and Billiton
to Sumatra. For centuries the Malays mined and
smelted the mineral where it lay in alluvial deposits
close to the surface, then floated it to the coast for
sale to foreign merchants. Until the discovery of
large deposits in Banka in 1710, Perak was the chief
tin producer. Melaka ruled this and other “tin
places” of the peninsula, but the Portuguese lost
them, mostly to Aceh, in the sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries. When the Dutch captured Melaka
in 1641 they hoped to regain control of the penin-
sula’s tin. They succeeded in ousting Aceh, but Jo-
hor, Kedah, and Perak benefited more than Melaka,
which could not match the high prices paid by in-
dependent buyers. From 1722 onward the Dutch
received large amounts of tin from Banka, and the
1746 Dutch alliance with Perak protected that
state’s independence of Johor and provided Melaka
with adequate supplies of tin.

The growing market for tin in China in the thir-
teenth century stimulated demand and helped at-
tract both Bugis and Minangkabau settlers to the
Malay Peninsula, where they founded Selangor and«
Negri Sembilan. To increase production, the rulers
of Palembang and Perak imported Chinese labor,
for mining was not a full-time occupation of the
Malays. The nineteenth century saw increasing
Chinese involvement in the mines, bringing great
Chinese immigration. After Dutch and English co-
lonial rule was established, European capital was
employed to mechanize and expand mining opera-
tions, which still supply a large proportion of the
income of modern Indonesia and Malaysia.

Barbara Watson Andaya, Perak, the Abode of Grace
(1979). Dianne Lewis, “The Tin Trade in the Malay Pen-
insula during the 18th Century,” The New Zealand Jour-
nal of History 3.1 (1969): 52-69. Wong Lin Ken, The
Malayan Tin Industry to 1914 (1962). DiaNNE LEWIS

TIPU SULTAN (1750-1799), innovative son and
successor of Haidar Ali Khan and an even more
resolute rival of the English than his father. Born at
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532 TINNIS — TIPU SULTAN

up in underground cisterns, called “those of the amir”
since they were hewn out after Ahmad b. Taltn’s
visit to Tinnis in 269/882-3; some of these were redis-
covered in the 1980s by excavations carried out by
the Egyptian Antiquities Service.

In the Crusading period, Tinnis was the third
port for Egyptian commerce in the Mediterranean
after Alexandria and Damietta, and it had especially
strong commercial connections with the Syrian ports
and then with the Northern Italian trading states. It
imported the raw materials for its textile industry
such as wool, silk, and gold and silver thread, but the
city was also a port of entry for more strategically-
valuable materials such as wood, iron and pitch. The
textile industry seems to have flourished at Tinnfs
since Antiquity, but it was under Islam that it formed,
with Damietta, Dabik and some fifteen other less
important sites in the Delta, the main centre for linen
textiles in the whole Muslim empire. This activity
was favoured by the nearby production of flax in the
Delta, the presence of still waters for retting or steep-
ing the flax, and a particularly humid climate guar-
anteeing suppleness of the thread and thus spinning
and weaving. The main material used there was flax,
spun by women and woven by men. The Egyptian
Delta was especially noted for the fine linen cloth
known as fasab, that of Tinnis being coloured whilst
that of Damietta was white. Silk thread was imported
into the city, probably from Syria, and gold thread
was used notably for weaving dabi? cloth, made essen-
tally from linen and often sdtched with gold or silk.
This product, of international repute, was at first
woven only in the nearby city of Dabik, but pro-
duction gradually spread to other neighbouring cen-
tres of the Delta. Tinnis had a particularly high place
amongst these textile productdon centres of the Delta
in that it had a caliphal workshop (#rdz [¢.0]) work-
ing essentially for the Baghdad court of the “Abbasids
and then, from the end of the 4th/10th century, for
the Fatimids in Cairo. Amongst robes made for the
Fatimid caliphs, the chroniclers mention a seamless

fresh expeditions against the Egyptian coasts were
feared. Hence the sultan in 588/1192 evacuated the
civilian population of the city and left there only the
citadel’s garrison. Frankish threats continued into
the first decades of the 7th/13th century and assumed
firm shape at the time of the Fifth Crusade in the

occupation of Damietta. The Ayyuibid sultan al-Malik

al-Kamil [g.2.] drew a lesson from this episode, and
in 624/1227 decided to destroy Tinnis in order to
prevent a new descent and occupation of the region
by the Franks. It nevertheless seems that a small town
maintained itself for some time amid the city’s ruins;
but Ibn Battiita found the town in ruins in 726/1326,
and the French traveller Gilbert de Lannoy, who was
there in the 1420s, found the same situation.
Bibliography: 1. Sources. Nisir-i Khusraw,
Safar-nima, Eng. . W.M. Thackston, Naser-e
Khosraw’s Book of travels, New York 1986, 38-40; Ibn
Bassam al-Tinnist, dnfs al-djalis Jt akhbar Tinnts, ed.

Djamal al-Din al-Shayyal, in Aladiallai al-Madima®

al-Tlmt al-Irakt, xiv (1976), 151-89; Makrizi, Ahilat,
176-82, w. U. Bouriant, Description topographique et
historique de PEgypte, in MMAF, xvii (1900), 504-19.

2. Studies. A.S. Ehrenkreutz, The place of Saladin
in the naval history of the Mediterranean Sea in the Aliddle
Ages, in JAOS, Ixxv (1955), 100-16; Cl. Cahen,
Douanes et commerce dans les ports méditerranéens de Egypte
méditvale daprés le Minhad d’al-Makhziims, in FESHO,

vii (1964), 217-314, also in idem, Makhzamiyyat, .

Leiden 1977, 57-154; R.B. Serjeant, Material for a
history of Islamic textiles up to the Mongol conquest, Beirut
1972, index; M. Lombard, Les textiles dans le monde
musulman VII-XII siécle, Paris, The Hague and New
York 1978; Djabir Salama al-MistT, Madimat Tinnts
S ta'rikh al-islamt, in Madjallat Kullipyat al-Adab, Alex-
andria University, xxxv (1987), 89-142; S. Timm,
Das  christliche-koptische Agypten in arabischer Zeit, vi,
Wiesbaden 1992, 2686-94; Muhammad Ramzi, al-
Kamas al-djughraft li °l-bilad al-misriyya, repr. Cairo
1994, i, {J--M. Movuron)
TIPPU TIP [see AL-MURDJBI].

robe, the badana, made from linen and gold thread. TIPO SULTAN, ruler of the south Indian o
'The Tinnis workshops also produced a cloth espe- | state of Mysore (Mahisir [g.2]) from 1782 untl pk
cially prized by the court in Cairo, bakelamiin, coloured | his death in 1799, was probably born in 1760. His -
(violet, red and green) and with a moiré, watered-silk | father, Haydar ‘Ali Khan Bahadur [g2], was a mil- B
effect, copied from Byzantine models. Finally, the veil | itary commander who in 1761 took control of Mysore =
of the Ka‘ba, the kiswa [see ka‘Ba] was for most of | from the descendants of the dynasty of Hindi rulers that -
the mediaeval period woven in workshops of the | had built up the state from early in the 17th century. >-
Delta, and notably at Tinnis, where detailed mentions Mysore under Haydar ‘Alf and later under Tipa L
of its production there for the years 139/776 and 162/ | was in constant contention with the Marathas [g0]
779 exist. : and with those who claimed to exercise Mughal author- o~
o=

It was apparently in the 3rd/9th century that the
eastern shores of the Delta began to be the target of
maritime raids. The city was fortified in 230/844
under al-Wathik and finished in 239/853-4 under al-
Mutawakkil, who also ordered the nearby cities of
Damietta and Pelusium to be fortified. In the 6th/19%th
century, Tinnis’s wall had 19 gates. From the second
half of this century, raids against the Egyptian Med-
iterranean ports by Chrisdan ships increased. The
Normans attacked Tinnis in 1151 and again in 548/
1154, pillaging the city for three days and carrying
off many inhabitants into slavery. In 571/1175, forty
Norman ships launched a fresh attack on the city,
but retreated after two days’ of fighting. However, an
attack two years later took the garrison by surprise,
and the city was in Norman hands for several days,
and was plundered and burnt. In 577/1181-2 Salih
al-Din had to order the building of a citadel and the
repairing of the city walls. The Third Crusade had
led to Saldh al-Din’s fleet becoming weakened, and

ity in southern India, the Nizams of Haydarabad [¢.2.]
and the Nawwabs of Arcot [g.s.] or the Carnatic, as
well as with the British East India Company. At Tip@’s
succession in 1782, Mysore was locked in a war with
the Britsh in which its troops had been more than
able to hold their own.

Following peace in 1784, Tipii built up a well-
equipped and trained army of over 60,000, supported
by a strong and relatively centralised state adminis-
tration. Revenue yields were enhanced by eliminating
intermediaries between the peasantry and the state
and by increasing the levels of taxation. Tipi also
tried to levy resources for the state from commerce,
taking some trades under direct government man-
agement. Any internal challenge to the ruler was ruth-
lessly repressed. Tipii took the ttle of Padishah, seeking
confirmation from the Ottoman Khalifa and thus
rejecting Mughal authority. He stressed the Islamic
nature of his régime without active persecution of his
Hindt subjects.



2751 BRITTLEBANK, Kate. Islamic responses to the fali
f,  of Srirangapattana and the death of Tipu Sultan (1799).
@%\ Islam in history and politics: perspectives from South
ok Asia. Ed, Asim Roy. New Delhi: Oxford Umiversity
@&% Press, 2006, pp.88-956. [Ruler of Mysore.]
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Accessing the Unseen Realm: The Historical and

Textual Contexts of Tipu Sultan’s Dream Register®

KATE BRITTLEBANK

Abstract

Placing Tipu Sultan of Mysore’s personal dream register in its textual and historical contexts reveals an
internal logic to its structure and content that scholars have not previously recognised. An analysis of the
manscript as a whole suggests that it was compiled no earlier than 1795, as part of a range of strategies
adopted by Tipu to ameliorate the position in which he found himself in the late 1790s. Isolated by his
regional contemporaries and under increasing pressure from the British, he drew on a range of divinatory
practices in an attempt to understand, and perhaps even influence, the outcome of eveits.

The unusual property of portents is that, although they foretell the future, their efficacy can be
known only by looking at the past.?

This article discusses the kluwdb-ndma or dream book of the eighteenth-century ruler of
Mysore, Tipu.Sultan Fath "Ali Khan (r. 1782~99 CE).> In particular, it considers the
historical and textual contexts of the manuscript, especially in relation to Tipu's attitude
towards the ‘supranormal’ or ‘other’ realities, generally understood in Islam as the absent
or unseen realm (‘dlam ul-ghaib). My approach has in part been influenced by a paper
on the ancient Indian political text the Arthasastra, reputedly composed by the brahmin
Kautilya (or, more correctly, Kautalya), which deconstructed the apparent contradiction ©
between the ‘brutal realism’ or cynicism to be found in the Arthasastra and the long-held
view by many scholars that ancient Indian culture was essentially religious.* How can such
a paradox be explained? The key, Jan Mabbett suggests, is both to understand the true

! An early draft of sections of this paper was presented to the annual meeting of the Association of Asian Studies,
Philadelphia, 25~28 March 2010. I am grateful to the conference participants for their comments.

2R.. Keith Schoppa, Soug Full of Tears: Nine Centurics of Chinese Life at Xiang Lake (Boulder and London, 2002),
p. 64.

*The Register of Tipu Sultan’s Dreants, British Library, London (hereatter BL), 10 Islamic 3563. An English
translation of the bulk of the contents of the register was published in the late 1950s. Mahmud Husain, The Dreams
of Tipu Sultan (Karachi, nd). For a facsimile reproduction of the manuscript, see Saleem-ul-din Qureshi, trans.,
Kluvabnama Tipu Sultan (Lahore, 1999), pp. 153-95. I am deeply indebred to Muzaffar Alam for his help with
reading parts of the dream manuscript, which is written in shikasta (‘broken’) script, during a month-long stay at
the University of Chicago in early 2010,

*lan Mabbett, The Kautiliya Arthasastra and the Concept of Secularism, paper presented to the 20th European
Conference on Modern South Asian Studies, Manchester University, 8—11 July 2008. A revised version of the paper
has been published in South Asia, n.s., XXXIII, 1, 2010, pp. 13-32. E~-mail: kate. brictlebank@monash.edu

JRAS, Series 3, 21, 2 (2011), pp. 159175 ! y ” © The Royal Asiatic Sociery 2011
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