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For the most part, tadbir refers to any form of arrangement or management, be it pri-
vate or public. As such, it means the application of reason — that is, the formulation of

_opinions in a way that appropriately considers the consequences'. In addition, tadbir
implies a certain pragmatic rationalism in dealing with issues (e.g.: tadbir al-manzil
is the effective management of domestic affairs, while tadbir al-nafs is self-control).
Correspondingly, fadbir is used in Modern Arabic to mean a bureaucratic or a legal
measure taken by any organ of the state. It is also employed for the rational manage-
ment of an economic project. This sense of rational management of affairs is above
all present in the political usage of tadbir.

In Islamic law, tadbir is the legal act that provides the conditions of the liberation
(al-‘atq) of a slave following the death of his or her master3. As a technical adminis-
trative term, tadbir defines certain bureaucratic functions such as the responsibility
assumed by the secretary for a caliph4. For Ibn Abi ’l-Rabi® (3rd/gth century) tadbir
equals the four pillars of the kingdom: the king, the subject, the jurisdiction and the
governance. He also discussed the implementation of tadbir which relies on reason,
magnanimity, politics and disciplines, It seems that siyasa might be a subcategory of
tadbir, where siyasa stands for the physical political power and tadbir is governance
of the socio-political system. At this point, we should not forget that Ibn Abi ’I-Rabi®
did not write about governance as a Muslim jurist but rather as a political philoso-

1 al-Jurjani, 41-Ta‘ifat, p. 76.

.2 Iwould also draw attention to the usage of tadbir, chiefly in Siifism but not excluswely,
" to mean self-determination (or planning) as opposed to tawakkul which is complete reli-
ance and trust in God. Again here one can notice the “rational process” of tadbir since it
implies harmony with the laws of nature (causality). In general, Sunnis are more careful
and use al-~akhdh bi-’l-asbab, to have recourse the ordinary reasons, which is concilia-
tion between planning and trust in God. Thereupon, the majority of believing Muslims

do not consider good management as sufficient for achieving the goals.

3 Qésim ibn ‘Abd Alldh al-Qiinawi: Anis al-Fugahd’, Jidda (Dar al-Waf?’), ed. Ahmad b,
‘Abd al-Razziq al-Kubaysi, 1986, p. 169. See: Majid Khaddiirl: The Islamic Law of Na-
tions: Shaybani’s Siyar, Baltimore (Johns Hopkins Press), 2002, p. 198.

4 R.A.Kimber: The Early Abbasid Vizierate, Journal of Semitic Studies, 37, No. 1, 1992, pp.
8o-81.

5  Shihab al-Din Ahmad Ibn Abi al—Rab1 Sulitk al-mélik fi tadbir al-mamalik, ed.‘Axif
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghani, Dimashq (Dar Kinén 1li-’I-tiba‘a wa ’l-nashr wa ’l-tawzi®),
1996, p. 102.
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Muslim Political Theory: a Comparative Terminological
Investigation, edit. Miklos Maroth, Piliscsaba: The Avicenna
Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, 2010. iISAM Dn. 246501
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102 ALIM, Abdu Rabb an-Nabi. Dictum of precaution in
- ¢ the Islamic Shari'ah. Contemporary Jurisprudence
3\ **  Research Journal: a Journal concerned with Islamic
/ % Jurisprudence / Majallat al-Buhiith al-Fighiya
N al-Mu ‘asira, 59 (2003) pp.32-33.

elements of management: a framework for an Islamic
<

£

321 ISMAIL, Mohd Zaidi. Tadbir and adab as constitutive

theory of management. Al-Shajarah, 5 ii (2000)
pp.305-335
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AaL-TUDJIBI — TUDMIR

[S1]
o
o

A. Ramos, including in Arabica, xxiv (1977), 291-8,
in Awrdg, i3 (1980), 32-43, and in Al-Qantara, vii
(1986), 107-34. (MARIBEL FIERRO)
TUDMIR, a k@#ira or province in the south-
east of al-Andalus in the Umayyad period. The
name is derived from that of Theodemir (or Theu-
dimer), the last Visigoth governor, who delivered the
province into the hands of the invading Muslim troops.

The province of Tudmir has been identified with
Aurariola, which is mentioned in the anonymous au-
thor of Ravenna (7th century), one of the eight prov-
inces which make up the Spanorum patria. The capital
of the province appears to have been Orihuela [see
URYOLA], where Theodemir lived in earlier times. How-
ever, at the beginning of the 3rd/9th century, during
the reign of ‘Abd al-Rahman II, it passed to Murcia
which was itself founded in 210/825 (R. Pockington,
Precisiones acerca de la fecha de la fundacion de Murcia, in
Hom. Prof. Torres Fontes, Murcia 1987, 1327-32). With
the fall of the Umayyad state the region lost the “offi-
cial” name of Tudmir and adopted the name of
Murcia, its principal town. Nevertheless, the name
Tudmir seems to have been used occasionally to refer
to the region as a geographical entity.

In this regard, much light can be found from evi-
dence produced from biographical dictionaries. In the
Umayyad period there was a preference for the name
of the province rather than that of the town to indi-
cate a place of origin for the individuals cited; see
e.g. the Akhbar al-fukaha’ of Ibn al-Harith (d. 361/971),
where we find Tudmir three times, but never Murcia;
or again the Ta’rikh of Ibn al-Faradi (d. 403/1012),
where Tudmir appears twenty times and Murcia twice;
in the Takmila of Ibn al-Abbar (d. 658/1260) the
name Tudmir had almost completely disappeared (only
seven people are reported to have come from Tudmir),
though by contrast Murcia is mentioned more than
110 times, this name being used not only to desig-
nate the town but also the region or the district.

Very little is known for certain about the charac-
ter of Theodemir. Attempts have been made to iden-
tify him with a certain Theodemir who is mentioned
in the Acts of the Sixteenth Council of Toledo, but
it is impossible to know whether that is the same per-
son. Elsewhere, in a passage in the Crénica mozdrabe
del 754, he is reputed to have put to flight a Byzantine
expedition during the joint reign of Egica and Witiza
(700-2). However, this particular passage, which also
contains an allusion to the treaty with ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
and other interesting information, appears to be an
interpolation, and this throws its reliability into ques-
tion. Finally, an Arab source like Ibn Habib (ed.
J. Aguadé, 137) presents him as the lieutenant of the
last Visigothic king, Roderic, mentioning him in con-
nection with the Muslim landing in Spain.

The only fact which is historically reliable is that
Theodemir at the time of the Muslim conquest was
the governor of a region to which he was to give his
name, and that he surrendered to the invading troops
by concluding a treaty with them. This pact, con-
cerning whose terms see the bibliography below, has
been preserved in four different versions in Arab
sources, as well as in translation in a Spanish source.
They all agree on the fact that the Pact of Tudmir
was concluded in the month of Radjab 94/April 713,
between Theodemir and ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, the son of
Misa b. Nusayr [g.2.].

Since the historicity of this text is generally acknowl-
edged, no-one seems to have noticed that the Arab
chroniclers provided another account of the event
which in no way confirms the authenticity of the Pact

of Tudmir. In fact, there are in existence two dif-
ferent versions of this affair. The first probably orig-
inated in the work of Ahmad al-Razi (d. 344/955)
and is reproduced in numerous Arab chronicles such
as Bayan of Ibn ‘Idhari, the Kamul of Ibn al-Athfr,
the MNafh of al-Makkarl, the Akhbar madimi‘a or the
fragment atwributed to Ibn Abi ’l-Fayyad; it is even
in Christian sources like the De rebus Hispanie of Jiménez
de Rada and the Crinica de 1344 (which recapitulates
passages of the Crinica del Moro Rasis). This version is
the most detailed and consistently indicates that the
conquest of Tudmir was led by a contingent of the
army which had disembarked with Tarik [g.0.] in 92/
711, and that after having dislodged Theodemir in
the open country they surrounded him in Orihuela,
where he ended up surrendering on reputedly favour-
able terms. The second version, attributed to Mu‘awiya
b. Hisham al-Shabanist (4th/10th century) and trans-
mitted by Ibn Hayyan (d. 469/1076 [¢.2.]), identifies
the conqueror of Tudmir as a son of Misa b. Nusayr
by the name of ‘Abd al-Afla, and not ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
(Ibn ‘Askar, in J. Vallvé, Une fuente importante de la his-
toria de al-Andalus, in And., xxxi [1966], 244-5; Ibn al-
Khatib, Ihata, 1, 100; al-MakkarT, Nafh, 1, 275).

Within an historical narrative the Pact of Tudmir
is only menuoned twice. It occurs in the TarsT of al-
Udhri (4, . E. Molina Lopez, La cora de Tudmir segin
al--Udri (s. w), in CHI, 1ii [1972], 53-60), and in the
Cronica de 1344 (153-4). In both these instances it
seems clear that the text of the Pact has been inter-
polated a posterior: in favour of the use of a pre-existing
narrative, which not only did not contain this pas-
sage but which also set out the facts in a form which
is incompatible with the established facts of the Pact:
in the ZarsT, and also in the Crdnica, it is a question
of the narrative of Ahmad al-Razi, clumsily modified
with the deceptive intention of making it accommo-
date the terms of the Pact. The difference between
al-‘UdhrT and the Crinica de 1344 lies in the place
chosen for the interpolation. Whereas the geographer
of Almeria kept the chapter given over to the con-
quest of Tudmir by the forces of Tarik, the transla-
tors of the Crinica del Moro Rasis, from which the
Cronica de 1344 was incontestably taken, preferred the
passage where ‘Abd al-‘Aziz appeared for the first
time, when he was sent by his father from Mérida
to reconquer Seville. However, as already observed,
the modifications made were not very successful in
that al-‘Udhri, the only one to reproduce the para-
graph about the conquest of Tudmir, forgot to sup-
press the sentence of al-Razi. In this he indicated that
after the capture of Orihuela, the Muslims had writ-
ten to Tarik to give him an account of the victory
without realising that ‘Abd al-‘Aziz would logically
have had to write to his father, who at that time was
in Andalusia, where he was thought to have con-
cluded the Pact. The Cyinica de 1344, on the other
hand, adopted the entire narration of al-Razl on the
conquest of the Iberian peninsula by the Muslims,
without realising that the region of Tudmir, thanks
to the interpolation, appeared to have been conquered
twice, the first time by the forces of Tarik and the
second time by ‘Abd al-‘Azlz b. Misa, who suddenly
reappears on the scene having been sent by his father
to Seville, fighting against the people of Orihuela.
Whether or not it is authentic it is clear that the Pact
of Tudmir is a document which does not completely
tally with what the Andalusian chroniclers relate about
the Muslim conquest.

As for Theodemir, we see him subsequently mar-
rying off his daughter to a client of the Umayyads,
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dance of cattle which were exported to the adjacent
regions. After the fall of the Hammadid kingdoms,
Dellys passed under the rule of the Almohads, was
taken by Yahya b. Ishak Ibn Ghaniya (622/1226-7),
and then its possession was disputed among the Almo-
hads, Zayyanids, Hafsids and the Marinids, who took
it in 796/1394. In the 9th/15th century, according to
Leo Africanus (bk. iv, tr. Schefer, iii, 69), Dellys shared
the fate of Algiers. Like all the towns on the coast, it
received a number of refugees from Spain who must
have contributed to the economic and intellectual life
of the town. Leo (loc. cit) says that the inhabitants
engaged in dyeing, traded successfully and were noted
for their skill in playing the lute. As to their fashion
of dress, he says it is like that of the people of al-
Djaza’ir. When the Algerians had submitted to Spain
(1510), the people of Dellys followed their example,
but in 1517 it was retaken by ‘Artudj [g.0]. The Turks
put a garrison there and made the town a base of
operations against the tribes of the valley of Sebaou.
Although the inhabitants kept up a constant inter-
course by sea with Algiers, Dellys only vegetated under
Turkish rule. It was a wretched village when the
French occupied it on 7 May 1844. A European quar-
ter was established there two years later. The con-
quest of Kabylia, which was followed by the transfer
of the military establishment to Tizi-Ouzou and Fort-
National, arrested its development. In the course of
the insurrection of 1871, Dellys was blockaded on the
land side by the Kabyles (April-May), but maintained
its own communication by sea so that it could not
be taken by the rebels.

After that time, peace reigned, with only a little Euro-
pean colonisation developing on the town’s outskirts.

Because of its tripartite nature, with three distinct
nuclei, the town hardly possesses a centre, unless it
be the square which, together with the municipal
headquarters and the post office, forms the geomet-
ric centre of the three quarters. Most of the shops
and commercial activity are aligned on the street
which runs to the north-east of the square, in the
direction of Algiers; others (and also some of the
administrative services) are along the road which goes
down towards the coast in a southwest direction, and
also in the little street which one takes for going in
the direction of the Djebel Bou Arbi. Finally, some
businesses and cafés are grouped at the port, with-
out any of these three poles being exclusive for these
various activities; thus, e.g. some small booths can be
found in the narrow streets of the old town. Some
buildings are on the periphery, such as the technical
high school and the collective apartments. Finally,
some small units of production (shoes, food process-
ing) are spread out within the whole urban area.
Dellys nevertheless suffers from its position away from
the main axes of development in contemporary Algeria;
since the last century, the building of the Algiers-Tizi-
Ouzou railway has strongly affected the commercial
activities linked to the presence of the port.

In sum, Dellys forms an authentic small town, with
firm roots and with a relative firm social coherence.
Its original feature lies in the fact that it has an active
population, anciently established, better educated and
less agricultural in origin than in the other towns of
Lower Kabylia.

Bibliography: Col. Robin, Notes sur Porganisation
militaire des Turcs dans le Grande Kabylie, in RAfr.
(1873); S.A. Boulifa, Le Djurdjura a travers Uhustorre,
Algiers 1925; P. Peillon, Loccupation humaine en Basse-
Kabylie. Peuplement et habitat dans une zone interméduaire
du Tell algérien, diss. Univ. of Lyons I, 1972, unpubl.

i

See also the Bibls. to EI' xaByua and EI* aL-
RIR. e (G. Yver-[J. Bisson])
BIR ) masdar or verbal noun of form II of
the root d-b-r.

1. In the sense of “direction, administra-
tion”.

The Arabic lexicographers explain dabbara as a verb
from the noun dubur “the hindmost, the end” (oppo-
site, kubul), meaning “to consider the end, or result,
of an affair” (see LA, s.r., an tanzura ila ma taalu ilayhi
‘Gkibatukii “to heed what one attains at the end of the
matter”; cf. Lane, 844), hence “to manage, Oor Con-
duct the affairs (as of a country, umir al-bilad)”. But
it is most likely a loanword from Aramaic, cf. Syriac
dabbar “to run, govern, administer (something)”, though
strangely not listed in Fraenkel’s Die aramdischen Fremd-
warter im Arabischen. :

As a technical term, fadbir is used: (a) in the sense
of “government, administration”, synonymously with
siyasa [gv] (e.g. in the title of an ethical-political com-
pendium by Ibn Abi -Rabi®, Sulik al-malik fi tadbir
al-mamalik), and (b) in the phrase tadbir al-manzil =
oixovopie, “administration, management of a house-
hold”. (This, in its turn, is called al-siyasa in Tbn Sina’s
treatise on the subject, see below.) Thus for example,
Ibn Khaldtin says in his Mukaddima (ed. Quatremere,
i, 62, cf. iii, 127, on siydsa madaniyya, and tr. F. Rosen-
thal, The Mugaddima, i, 78): “Political government {al-
siy@sa al-madaniyya) is the administration of a household
or of a city (tadbtr al-manzil aw al-mading) in accord-
ance with the demands of ethics (akhlak) and philos-
ophy (htkma) for the purpose of directing the mass
towards behaviour that will result in the preservation
of the [human] species”.

The Tadbir al-manzil is one of the three subdivisions
of practical philosophy in the Hellenistic tradition;
ethics (%m al-akhlak), economics (m tadbir al-manzil),
and politics (ilm al-sipdsa); going back to Aristotle,
Nicomachean ethics, V1 8-9, 1141b31-2, 114229-10, this
tripartition is well attested in later Greek and Syriac
introductions to philosophy. In Arabic classifications,
it is regularly referred to from the late 4th/10th cen-
tury onwards, as in e.g. the Rasa’il Ikhwan al-Safd’
(Beirut 1957, i, 274 Ym al-sipasa al-khassiya), al-
Kh“arazmi, Mafath al-ulim, ed. van Vloten, 132, and
in Ibn Sind’s Risala fi aksam al-ulim al-‘akliypa (in Tis*
ras@’il, Constantinople 1298/1881, 73, and ed. Hasan
‘Asi, Beirut 1986, 85).

The pseudo-Aristotelian (Economica, dealing with the
family household as a pre-political form of society,
left few direct traces in the Arabic treatments of the
topic. It is mentioned as a textbook by Abu ’l-Faradj
Ibn al-Tayyib (d. 435/1043) in his prolegomena to
Aristotelian philosophy, heavily dependent on Alex-
andrian Greek sources (Tafstr kitab Katighuriyas, ms.
Cairo, Dar al-Kutub, Mustafa Fadil hikma 1, fol. 5a3),
and also by Sa‘d al-Andalusi, Tabakat al-umam (ed.
L. Cheikho, 39). Ibn al-Tayyib most probably wrote
the epitome of (Econ. book 1, entitled Thimar makalat
Aristii ft tadbir al-manzil, extant in two mss. (Escurial®
888, among similar thimdr/istithmar compendia by Ibn
al-Tayyib, and Zahle (Lebanon), Ma‘laf collection, ed.
9sa Iskandar al-Ma‘laf, in R4A4D, i [1921], 377-85).

All other Arabic treatments of economics depend
directly or indirectly upon the Qikonomikos of the neo-
Pythagorean philosopher Bryson (2nd century A.D.?),
a small work dealing in four chapters with the main
topics set by ps.-Aristotle: 1. the necessity, acquisition,
preservation and spending of property (mal), 2. the
treatment of slaves, 3. the tasks of women in the
household and the réle of man and woman in mat-
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