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A critical study of Isnad as mentioned in Jalal ad-Din ibn Abd ar-Rahman
ibn Abi Bakr as-Suyuti’s (849-911/1446-1506) al-Ahadith al-Hisan fi Fadl at-
Taylasan.
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Notes on Costume from Arabic Sources
By REUBEN LEVY

OZY’S Dictionnaire des Noms des Vitements * long ago

settled the meanings of the great majority of the terms

used for clothes and clothing in Arabic. Texts not available

at the time of its compilation have comie to hand in the mean-

while, and, further, something still remains to be said on the
social and historical aspects of the subject.

In general it may be said that the dress of Bedouin and town-
dweller, except among the poorest, has as a rule differed,
and that, whereas fashions have altered not infrequently
amongst townspeople, the dress of the dweller in the desert
has remained over long periods without much alteration. In
the costume of the forner also a distinction has usually to be
made between the costume of the private individual and that
of the official. It is proposed here to deal chiefly with the dress
of the towns, as offering greater variety and also because the
references available are more numerous, and to deal first with
that of private individuals.

1

Tradition is naturally careful to record what the Prophet
Muhammad wore, but in this, as in other matters, it is apt
to be coloured by the predilections of the transmittors. The
inclination of picty is to clothe him in the garb of asceticisin;
yet, apart from the statement that he disliked the wearing of
silk,? it is by no means certain that he insisted upon simplicity
in dress. He himself until the end of his life never wore wool @

! In the margins of the late Professor W. Robertson Smith’s copy,
now in the Library of Christ’s College, there are a number of notes in his

hand. Some of them have been used here and are marked by the initials
W, RS

2 Ibn Sa‘d, 1, i, 151 1.
3 Md. Zayn al-'Abidin al-‘Umari, Kitab al-Turuz (BM. MS. Or. 11,259
(2)), £. 49a. '
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Males put the garment on when they reached puberty
and “to fic on the wzr” meant to become a ghuldm, ie.
to grow up.! Boys as i rule wore a gubd’ and a belt,? and when
dressed for circumcision put on festive coloured clothes.?

The 4zar, however, was not specially a male garment,
although it was regarded as the characteristic dress of Arabs.*
Women wore it,® and if, in the privacy of their homes, they
might wear a ghtldla (chemise) instead,® nevertheless it was
regarded as essential for wear out of doors. Thus Tabari,?
describing the raids on private houses which took place on
Mu‘tamid’s return from Samarra, says that the women were
forced to flee into the streets without an izdr. In later times
the term came to be applied to an outer wrap worn exclusively
by women, and it is possible, therefore, that the garment to
which reference is made in the instance quoted had already
developed into something more than the primitive waist-
wrapper.

Like the tzar, the rida’ also was worn by both men and
women.® It appears to have been a cape or cloak worn over
the shoulders ® and covering the gamis,*® although sometimes
it might be put over the head for protection against the
weather or for other reasons.!* Doubtless the style of the
garment, and obviously the manner of wearing, differed with
the sex of the wearer.

The gamis, which is mentioned as part of the Prophet’s

‘attire, was an addition to the indispensable parts of dress.

Naga'id, iii, 719,

Aghani, ix, 98, 1. 8.

Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyin, i, 209.

Righib, op. cit., i, 212,

Aghani, iv, 68, L. 7; xiii, 131, 1. 19 and 159, 1. 16.

1bid., iv, 62. (They might, of course, wear other costume too. Cf. ibid.,
v, 64.)

7 jii, 2122,

& Cf. note 5, supra.

® Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyun, i, 301 ; cf. Nagd'id, ped47, 1. 3.

9 1bn Sa'd, vir (ii), 133, . 6.

11 Tabari, i, 2736 ; K. al-Turuz, ff. 64b, 65a.
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TAYK"

tributaries, in what is now northeastern Turkey.
Tayk® is an ethnic name and corresponds to that of
the people called Daiaeni by the Assyrians (elev-
enth century B.C.). Diauehi by the Urartians
(eighth century B.c.), and Taochoi (Taochi, in
Xenophon) by the Greeks (fourth—fifth centuries
B.C.). Tayk® appears to have been acquired by the
East Georgian kingdom of Iberia (fourth—third cen-
turies B.C.), then by Artaxiad Armenia (second
century B.C.), forming a part of Armenia until A.D.
772, that is, for nearly a millennium. During this
period Tayk® was ruled by the Armenian-Georgian
house of Mamikonean and consisted of four dis-
tricts lying west of the principality of Kot (Geor-
gian: Kola) in a semicircle around the three districts
that formed the DimakSsid principality of Boixa.
At the Byzantine-Persian partition of Armenia in
387, Tayk® became Persian, and its western border
formed a part of the boundary between the two
empires. In 591, however, the Persian frontier was
pushed much further east, and Tayk® passed to the
Byzantines, who apparently added to it Kot and
Botxa to form the province of Armenia Interior
(Armenia profunda). This, with its eight districts,
corresponds to the greater Tayk® of medieval Ar-
menian sources. After 772 Georgian sources refer
to Upper or Thither Tao (southwest Tayk®) and
Lower or Hither Tao (northwest Tayk®), the former
of which had recently passed into Bagratid hands,
while the latter was held by the Iberian Guaramids.
By 813, however, both Taos were Bagratid and
thereafter remained in the Iberian rather than the
Armenian sphere of influence. By the tenth century
Bagratid Tao/Tayk® and a part of neighboring
Klarjeti formed a vassal state of the Byzantine
Empire, whose Georgian Bagratid ruler Dawit®
(David) the Great of Tao (d. 1000) was styled
curopalate; but, by 1008, Tayk® was an integral
part of the united Bagratid Kingdom of Georgia.
A rugged, mountainous region, early Tayk® had
no cities, the residence of its princes being first at
Eraxani, then at the fortress of Tayoc® Kar, and
then at the village of I§xan. The population of
Tayk® was of mixed Armenian and Georgian ori-
gin, toponyms in both languages being found there
as well as a number of Georgian, that is, Greek
Orthodox, monasteries (for example, Oski and
Bana), along with those of the Armenian church
(for example, I§xan and VacSejor). Other forts in
Tayk® included Botya, Ok“ate, Tortum, Azord, and
Berdagrak. In the golden age of Georgia, from the
eleventh to the thirteenth century, Tayk® became

TAYLASAN

very prosperous. Trade routes developed to the
Black Sea, and commercial towns, such as Artvin,
Ardahan, and especially Ardanus, arose. Greater
Tayk®, later called Mosyika (Meschia), has been
Turkish since the sixteenth century, but the local

population is still largely composed of Georgian
Muslims.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Nikolai Adontz, Armeniya v epokhu lustiniana
(1908), and the English edition, Armenia in the Period of
Justinian, Nina G. Garsoian, ed. and trans. (1970);
Sowren T. Eremyan, Hayastané ést ““Asxarhactoyc="-i
(Armenia according to the “Geography™) (1963), 84,
118; T. X. Hakobyan, Hayastani patmakan aSxarha-
grut“iwn (Historical geography of Armenia), 2nd ed.
(1968), 260-262; Heinrich Hiibschmann, Die altarme-
nischen Ortsnamen (1904, repr. 1969), 276-278,
357-361; T. Marut“yan, Xoraguyn Hayk’ (Deep Arme-
nia) (1978); H. Y. Tadean, “Tayk’ drac’ik’ ew Xotorjur
patmakan-telegrakan usumnasirut’iwn,” in Handes am-
sorya, 84, 4—6, 87, 1-3 (1970—1973); Cyril Toumanoff,
Studies in Christian Caucasian History (1963), and
Manuel de généalogie et de chronologie pour I'bistoire de
la Caucasie chrétienne (1976, suppl. 1978), 96101,
116-118, 331339, 424-428.

RosERT H. HEWSEN
[See also Armenia, Geography; Armenia: History of;
Bagratids, Armenian; Bagratids, Georgian; Curopalates;
David of Tao; Georgia: Geography and Ethnology; Geor-
gia: Political History; Trade, Armenian.]

TAYLASAN, a large, dark shawl or mantle worn
by men in the Muslim world over the turban and
down on the back and shoulders. It either was left
flowing or was gathered in front to create a cowl or
hoodlike effect. Sometimes, it was merely worn on
the shoulders.

The taylasan was originally a Persian winter
garment (although the traditionalist al-Bukhari
mentions a headcovering by this name worn by the
Jews of Khaybar in Muhammad’s time). It was
considered so typically Iranian that a common
insult for Persians was ya ’bn al-taylasan (O son of
the taylasan).

During the Abbasid caliphate, the taylasan was
adopted by Arabs and was worn from Spain to
the borders of India. However, the question was
raised from time to time by jurists of the Hanbalite
and Malikite schools whether or not wearing it
was to be considered an act of bid“a (heretical
innovation). The great Egyptian Shafi“ite scholar
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