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wounds", Scientific American (Apr.2008); Mythical beasts,
ed. John Cherry, London: British Museum Press, 1995;
Nature’s fading chorus: classic and contanpérary writings
on amphibians, ed. Gordon L. Miller, Washington, DC.
Island Press, 2000; Plinius/ Pliny [the Elder], Natural
history, with an English translation, vol. 3, tr. H.
Rackham, Cambridge, Mass. 1967, vol8, tr. W. H. S.
Jones, Cambridge; Mass. 1975; Theophrastus, Enguiry
into pI&nts, and miror works on odours and Wmtha sings,
[Greek text] with and English translation by Sir Arthur
Hort, London 1948-1949; Webster's new *encyclopedic '
dictionary, Cologne: Konemann, 1994.
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1. Smederovo 2. The Times comprehensive atlas of the world
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Aristotle, The complete works of Aristotle, ed. Johnathan
Barnes, Princeton, N.J. 1995; Frances M. Ashceroft, Life

" at the exremes, Berkeley, Calif. 2000; Jonathan Fior,

"Salamander regeneration as a model for® developing

novel regenerative and anticancer therapies", Journal of

" cancer, vol. 5, no. 8 (Sept. 2014); James W. Godwin,

Alexander R Pinto,and Nadia A Resenthal, "Macrophages
are required for adult salamander limb regeneration"”,
PNAS, vol. 110, no. 23 (June 2013); Bernhard Grzimek,
Grzimek’s arimal life encyclopedia, Detriot 2003-2004;
International Union for the Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources (IUCN), The IUCN Red List of
threatened species, TIUCN, 2017. Retrieved Jan. 1, 2018,
from http://www.iupnredli'st.org; Berthold  Lanufer,
"Ashestos and salamander: an essay in Chinese and
Hellenistic folk-lore", T’oung Pao, vol. 16, no. 3 (July
1915); Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, 4
Gred-English lexicon, Oxford 1977; Ken Muneoka,
Manjong Han, and David M. Gardiner, "Regrowing
Iimbs: can people regenerate body parts? progress on the
road to regenerating major body parts, salamander-style,

could transform the treatment of amputations and major

3. Theodoros Spandounes
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Atale of three fortresses: controversies surrounding th
zz.iTurkish conquest of Smederevo, of an unnamed fortress
at the junction of the Sava and Bosna, and of Bobovac,
‘Fine, 3. V. A, Peace and war in Byzantium: essays in
‘honor of George T. Dennis, S.J3- Ed.: T.S.Miller &
%J.Nesbitt, pp.181-196, [[Catholic University of America
‘press, Washington, 1995, Balkan History & Ottomans in

E%E_Europe (general surveys), Bosnia- Herz egovina | Serbia |
’gEOttoman Empire - 15th ce ntury | Forti ﬁc ation s} :
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(ed.), Fugoslawien. Interpretationsprobleme in Geschichte und

Gegenwart, Gottingen 1984, 105-17; Esin Adl, Siley-

manname. The illustrated history of Siileyman the Magnificent,

New York 1986, pls. 10-11, for illustrations of hunt-

ing parties; Karen Barkey, Bandits and bureaucrats.

The Ottoman route to state centralization, Ithaca 1994

V. Aksan, Whateer happened to the Fanissaries? Mobi-

lization for the 1768-1774 Russo-Ottoman War, in War

in History, v (1998), 23-36.

(ViraiNia H. Axksan) -

SEMENDIRE, the Ottoman Turkish form of
the Serbian town of Smederovo, older form
Semendria. Lying on the Danube downstream from
Belgrade [g.2] (lat. 44° 40' N., long. 20° 56' E.), it
was in pre-modern times a fortified town and, under
the Ottomans, the chef-lieu of a sangjak of the same
name, Since the break-up of Yugoslavia, it has come
within the Serbian Republic.

A first conquest under Murad IT (842/1438) did
not lead to permanent incorporation into the Ottoman
Empire, since due to the crisis of 847-8/1444 the sul-
tan thought it necessary to preserve the Serbian
despatate as a buffer state between his own lands and
those of the king of Hungary (Halil Inalctk and Mevlut
Oguz (eds.), Gagavdt-i Sultdn Murdd b. Mehemmed Hin,
Iziadi ve Vama savaglan (1443-1444) iizerinde anonim
Gazavdindme, Ankara 1978, 31-5, 102-3), According to
Theodore Spandunes, it was George Kantakuzenos,
surnamed Sachatai, a brother of the Byzantine princess
Irene, consort of the Despot of Serbia George
Brankovi¢, who came from the Morea to Serbia and
built the fortified town of Smederovo, In 858/ 1454,
this was one of the major centres of the Serbian
despotate, with fortifications sclid enough to withstand

- an Ottoman attack. In 860-1/1456 a Hungarian

attempt to take the town was also beaten back by
the same George Kantakuzenos (Th. Spandunes, On
the origin of the Ottoman Emperors, tr. and ed, D, Nicol,
Cambridge 1997, 29, 35; Memoiren eines Fanstscharen oder
Tiirkische Chronik, tr. Renate Lackimann, with comm.
by eadem, C.-P. Haase and G. Prinzing, Graz 1975,
117, 210, this being the text supposedly written by
Constantine of Ostrovica, an ex-Janissary or Janissary
auxiliary, Th. Stavridis, The Sultan of Vezirs: the hfe and
times of the Otioman Grand Vezir Mahmud Pasha Angelovié
(1453-1474); Leiden 2001, 82-95).

After the death of George Brankovi¢ and that of
his son Lazar two years later, Smederovo was inher-
ited by the latter’s son-in-law, the Bosnian king Stepan
Tomasevi¢, who in 863-4/1459 surrendered the city
to Mahmiid Pasha, then beylerbeyi of Rumeli, Born a
member of the Byzantino-Serbian aristocratic family
of the Angelovi¢, Mahmiid Pasha had been commis-
sioned to take over the region in the name of Sultan
Mehemmed II. Pope Pius II viewed the Ottoman con-
quest of the Serbian despotate and the concomitant
acquisition of Smederovo as a calamity all but equiv-
alent to the end of the Byzantine Empire. Most
possessions of the Serbian despotate within the king-
dom of Hungary were confiscated by the local ruler

as a measure of retaliation for the surrender of

Smederovo (F. Babinger, Mehmed der Eroberer und
seine Zgit. Weltenstirmer einer Zpitenwende, Munich 1953,
174-5).

These events had been preceded, in 862/¢arly 1458,
by an attempt on the part of Michael Angelovi¢,
Mahmud Pasha’s (probably elder) brother, a member
of the regency council that took over after the death
of Lazar, to make himself despot with the backing of
the Ottoman sultan and: take power in Smederovo.
He had gained the support of Serbian nobles who

were worried about a possible subjection to the Pope,
in case the Hungarian party should gain the upper
hand. However, the takeover failed, and Michael
Angelovi¢ was arrested by members of the pro-
Hungarian party in the regency council and sent to
Dubrovnik, where—probably at Hungarian behest—
he was held captive by a local patrician (C, Jiregek,
Goschichie der Serben, Gotha 1918, i, 207-15), If this
version of events is the true one, Michael Angelovié
thus cannot have negotiated the surrender of
Smederovo to his brother on the Ottoman side
(Stavridis, op. ¢if., 102; most Ottoman chronicles, how-
ever, take the agreement between brothers for granted;
see for example ‘Ashlhpashazida tarikhi, ed. ‘Al Bey,
Istanbul 1332/1914, 152. On a divergent version of
these campaigns, compare The History of Mehmed the
Conqueror by Tursun Beg, comments and tr. by Halil
Inalcik and R. Murphey, Minneapolis and Chicago
1978, 40-5; Tursun Beg claims that the outer fortress
of Smederovo was conquered by force of arms, and
only the inner citadel ultimately surrendered).
Subsequently, King Matthias Corvinus of Hungary
made various projects for a conquest of the fortress,
now known in Ottoman as Semendire, but none of
these led to any concrete results (Babinger, op. cit,
385). ‘

Within the Ottoman realm, the Semendire area
became a sangjak and was divided up into #imars and
zlamets [g.ov), itself forming part of the beplerbeylik of

- Rumeli; in the early 10th/16th century, Belgrade was

part of this sangjaf, albeit producing far less revenue
than the Semendire area (M. Tayyib Gokbilgin, Kanuni
Sultan Siileyman devri baglarinda Rumeli epaleti, lvalar, sehir
ve kasabalar, in Belleten, xx [1956], 252-7). After the
conquest of Hungary, Semendire was transferred to
the newly formed uilapet of Buda. In addition to the
cavalry supplied by #imdrs and zi%mets, the local Eflak
(Vlach) were accorded tax remissions in return for
military services (N. Beldiceanu and Iréne Beldiceanu-
Steinherr, Quatre actes de Mehmed II concernant les Valagues
des Balkans siaves, in Beldiceanu, Le monde ottoman des
Balkans (1420-1566): institutions, société, économie, London
1976, no. IIL; on Vlach-related issues in the reign of
Bayezid II, see Osmanblarda divén-biirokrasi-aklam, II,
Béyezid donemine ait 906/ 1501 tarihli akkim defieri, ed.
by Ilhan $ahin and Feridun Emecen, Istanbul 1994,
nos. 208, 209). :

Entries in the 10th/16th-century Mukimme deflerleri
reflected the position of Semendire as a military base
during the wars of Stleymdn the Magnificent against
the Habsburgs: its governor was called upon to pur-
chase timber for bridge-building, see to the. construc-
tion of boats to be used on the Danube and organise
supplies of flour and barley for the needs of the army.
The town also possessed a cannon-foundry (topkhane).
A text from 951-2/1544-6 refers to the fact that much
of the town had been destroyed by fire, and enjoined
the kddi to make sure that the new louses were not
built so close to the walls as to endanger their mili-
tary function (Hact Osman Yidinm ¢ alii [eds.], 7.
numaraly mihimme defleri 975-976/1567-69, 5 vols.
Ankara 1997, i, 273. For one of the oldest extant
Mihimme registers, see Halil Sahillioglu [ed.], Topkats
Sarayr arivi H. 951-952 tarikli ve E-1232]1 numarah
mihimme defiers, Istanbul 2002, 24-5, 192-3, 219, 306;
for a selection of relevant texts from this register in
French tr., see Mihnea Berindei and G, Veinstein,
L'Empire ottoman et les pays roumains 1544-1545, Paris
and Cambridge, Mass. 1987, 8-9, 14-15, 18-19, 29,
40-3, 46, 65-6, 69-70), :

Economic life was based on agriculture, stock-rais-

The Encyclopaedia of Islam (New Edition), Suppl. Fasc. 9-10, 2004 Leiden.




