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ISPAHBADH — ISPAHSALAR, SIPAHSALAR

as a common noun meaning *“local chieftain’; cf. Ibn
Isfandiyar, Ta’rikh-i Tabaristan, ed. Ikbal, ii, 171,
tr. Browne, 255, where Shams al-Muldk Rustam 11
b. Ardashir is greeted on his accession in 602/1206
by ““the isfahbadin, the Bawandan, the military lea-
ders and the town notables”.

However, the title was also Kknown amongst the
Daylamis of the south-western corner of the Caspian,
as well as in the south-eastern one; in the time of
the Ziyarid Wughmagir (mid-4th/zoth century)-there
was an Ispahbadh of Maghin, named as pisar-i D.
lala (A. Kasravi, Shahriydrdn-i gum-ndm, i, 57-8).
During the first two centuries or so of Islam, the
title also persisted to the east of the Caspian, on
the northern and eastern marches of Khurasin. The
Ispahbadh of Balkh was amongst the local princes of
Biadghis and Tukharistin who were persuaded by the
Hephthalite Tarkhan Nizak [see HAYATILA] to throw

off allegiance to Kutayba b. Muslim’s Arabs in gof709 .

(Tabari, ii, 1206, 1218, cf. also 1300); and shortly
afterwards, in 119/737, an Ispahbadh of Nas3, named
as al-Ishkand (see Justi, franischess Namenbuch,
142), acted as commander of the Khikin of the
Western Turks’ army against the Arabs (Tabari, ii,
1597-8). An interesting usage of the term is in an
inscription on the Ka‘ba dating from 200/815-16 in
al-Ma’miin’s Caliphate. This commemorates the for-
warding to Mecca from Khurisin of the captured
throne of *“‘the Isbahbadh Kabul-Shah” (Azraki, A kh-
bir Makka, ed. Wiistenfeld, i, 158; Répertoire, i,
92-3, No. 116); but the usage of this title by the
Kabul-Shihs is not attested elsewhere. It also appears
as the personal name of a Turkish slave commander
of the Saldjiks: in 487/1094 or 488/1095 the Amir
Isfabadh b. Sawtigin al-Turkumini expelled the ‘Alid
governor of Mecca and bheld the city for a while
{Ibn al-Athir, x, 163; Ibn al-Kalanisi, Dhay} ta’rikh
Dimashk, ed. Amedroz, 130, cf. also 158).

Finally, one may note that in Geoigian texts of
the 6th/i2th century, the loanword spaspeli *‘com-

 mander-in-chief”’ < ispakbadh is used as a synonym

for amir spaslari (see the Georgian Academy of
Sciences’ Dictionary of Georgian, ed. A. S. Chikobava,
Thilisi 1950, vi, col. 1134; M. Andronikashvili,
Studies in Iranian-Georgian linguislic contacts, Thilisi
1966, 371-2; and also ISPAHSALAR).

Bibliography (in addition to references given
in the article): T. Noldeke, Geschichte der Perser
und Araber zur Zeit der Sassaniden, 139, 155-6,
437-8, 444; H. Biibschmann, Armenische Gramma-
lik, i, 22-3, 239-40; ¥. Justi, Iranisches Namenbuch,
306; J. Marquart, Beitrige zur Geschichte und Sage
von Eran, in ZDMG, xlix (1895), 635-9; idem,
‘Lrandahr, 68, 71-2, 131, 165-7; A. Christensen,
L'Itran sous les Sassanides?, Copenhagen 1944, 99,
104, 130-1, 138, 336, 370-1, 518-21; Spuler, Iran,
index; H. L. Rabino di Borgomale, L’'histoire du
Mdzandardn, in JA, ccxliv (1943-5), 216-21;
flasan al-Basha, al-Alkab al-islamiyya, Cairo 1958,
139; W. Eilers, Iranisches Lehngut m arabischen
“* Lexikon: iiber einige Berufsnamen und Titel, in
Indo-Iranian Journal, v (1962), 215.

{C. E. BoswoORTH)
1SPAHSALARW Persian, “‘army
commander", Arabized form isjaksalar, isbahsalar:
the title given to conunanders-in-chief and general
officers in the armies of many states of the central
and eastern mediaeval Islamic worid. On the com-
ponent salir and its Middle Persian origins,
sALAR. The compound spahsdlir is already attested
in Pazand (i.e. Middle Persian transcribed from
Pahlavi into Avestan seript), e.g. in the oth century

see”

Shkand-gumanik vicdr

(Hibschmann, Armenische
Grammatik, 235). .

i, THE ISLAMIC WORLD EXCEPTING INDIA

The Ispahsilar as a military leader appears to be
the Islamic counterpart of the Sasinid Spdhpat

“‘commander-in-chief’’, the New Persian derivative
Ispahbadh having in Islamic times a restricted appli-
cation as the regnal title of certain Iranian families
in the Caspian provinces and in certain localities of
Khurasin [see 1SPAHBADH].

The use of the term Ispahsalir became widespread
during the 4th/1oth century as a concomitant of ths
political and military upsurge of Daylami and other
Iranian peoples. Amongst the Biyids, the Arabic
sources normally-use Arabic expressions like Hadjib
al-Hudjdiab, al-Hadjib al-Kabir or Sahkib al-Diaysh
for the supreme commander of the Biliyid army [see
HApJiB. iii. Eastern dynasties], but Ispaksilir was
also used and carried with it .an especial honour.
Thus in 360f971, ‘Izz al-Dawla Bakhtiyar conciliated
the Turkish slave general Sebiiktigin al-Mu‘izzi by
ordering, amongst other things, that he should be
addressed as “Isfahsalar’; after this commander’s
death, Bakhtiyar in 364/974 5 offered the title to the
general Alptigin, leader of his rebellious Turkish
troops (Miskawayh, in Eclipse of the “Abbasid Cali-
phate, ii, 258, 293, tr. v, 273, 314; Ibrdhim b. Hilal al-
-8abi®, Rasi’l, Beirut 1899, 263; see also instances
in .Riodhrawari, in Eclipse, iii, 81, 107, tr. vi, 82,
x11). But as disorder grew in the Biiyid provinces
under ‘Adud al-Dawla’s weaker successors, the title
became debased, and as appears from several cita-
tions in the sources it came merely to mean *‘com-
mander” or even just ‘‘officer’” as distinct from the
rank-and-file; cf. Ibn al-Diawzi, al-Muniazam, viii,
72: diamd‘a min al-kuwwdd wa'l-isbahsaliriyya, and
on the whole topic of Biyid usage, M. Kabir, The
Buwayhid dynasty of Baghdad, Calcutta 1964, 137-9.

Amongst other dynasties of the east, however,
the title usually retained its original, more exalted
meaning. It is attested in this sense for the $affarid
army of Khalaf b, Ahmad’s time (reigned 352/963-
393/1003), and is distinguished in the sources from
the Hadjib al-Hudjdjab, who may have been the com-
mander of the slave troops only (C. E. Bosworth,
The armies of the Saffarids, in BSOAS, xxxi (1968),
547 n. 52). The Turkish dynasties who established
themselves in the eastern and central lands of the
Caliphate from the end of the 4thfioth century on-
wards adopted the existing Arabic and Persian mili-
tary terminology just as they adopted much of the
exxstmg administrative practice. In Ghaznavid usage,
Szpahsalar alternates with Arabic equivalents for
“supreme commander”’ like Hadisb al-Hudidiab and
al-Hadjib al-kabir and with the Turkish one Siibashi,
and these are used, for example, to denote the com-
manders-in-chief of the armies in Khurasan or India;
the simple term sdldr or hddjib apparently denoted
a step lower, that of *“‘commander” or *‘general of-
ficer”. Yet the compound and simple terms are both
used for the commanders of special component, divi-
sions of the army as a whole; we hear of the com-
mander of the Indian troops, the Sipahsalir-i Hindii-
yan, and the Sdldr of the ghazis or volunteer fighters
on the frontiers, this latter officer being normally sta-
tioned at Lahore, convenient for raiding into India
(C. E. Bosworth, Ghaznevid military organisation, in
Isl., xxxvi (1960}, 44).

Great Saldjok military terminology frequently em-
ployed such expressions as’ Ispahsular; Buzurg or
Amir-i Ispahsilir for the commander-in-chief of the
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ISTITUTO ITALIANO PER IL MEDIO ED ESTREMO ORIENTE
SOCIETAS IRANOLOGICA EUROPAEA
OTTO-FRIEDRICH-UNIVERSITAT BAMBERG
Lehrstuhl fiir Iranistik ROGER M. SAVORY

THE OFFICE OF SIPAHSALAR (COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF)
IN THE SAFAVID STATE

PROCEEDINGS pooere
OF THE SECOND EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 11589 may be omidered v ¢ e o s bt evgotesf e Sat
OF IRANIAN STUDIES

state ~— a period of change and adjustment. The lines between the functions of
the principal officers of state (arkan-i dawlar) were not clearly demarcated, and
one must beware of using terms like “civil”, “military” and “religious” in any
held in Bamberg, 30th September to 4th October 1991, by the precise sense within the context of this period. There was considerable over-
Societas Iranologica Buropaea lapping of authority, and consequent friction, between the principal officers of
state, and, in particular, there was a constant undercurrent of hostility between

| Turk and Persian in the administrative system.
l . During the reigns of Shah Isma‘1l I (1501-1524) and Shah Tahmasp
‘ (1524-1576), there were two high-ranking officers whose function was
Edited by ' primarily military: the amir al-umara, and the girchibdshi. The amir al-umard
Bert G. Fragner, Christa Fragner, Gherardo Gnoli, was‘ the h.ighest.-ranking military officer and, since' the bulk of the Safavid arm.y
- . . ) . during this period was composed of Turcoman tribal troops, the holder of this
Roxane Haag-Higuchi, Mauro Maggi and Paola Orsatti office was usually a gizilbash officer. As a result of the predominantly military
character of the early Safavid administration, the amir al-umara tended to have
a considerable say in political affairs. The function of the guirchibashi during
the reign of Shah Isma‘ll I is obscure. Minorsky suggested that the two
officers were originally one and the same, but there is clear evidence that they
‘were distinct from the beginning.! During the first decade of the reign of Shah
Tahmasp (1524-1533), when the gizilbash-amirs were the de Jacto rulers of
Iran, the office of amir al-umara naturally assumed extraordinary importance.
Istim Arastiernnlar Merkezd After 1533, however, when Tahmasp succeeded in reasserting royal authority,
K(j(uphdm o we no longer hear of the amir al-umard as an officer of the central
Dem, Not 7 5 / é {7[_/ administration.”> His place as commander of the qizilbash tribal forces was

Turklye Dlyanet VARH

,,,,,
5

Tas. No:

! Roger M. SAVORY: Studies on the History of Safavid Iran (Variorum Reprints). London
ROMA 1987, [= Variorum], IV, 101.
2 -
ISTITUTO ITALIANO PER I MEDIO ED ESTREMO ORIENTE VL 12, The title continued to be applied, however ‘to provincial governors-general (see Varlorum
1995
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(127, according to some sources), most of which
remained unpublished and have been lost. His Kamas
ul-ulfim we ’l-maarf, given with the journal ‘Uliim, did
not go beyond eighty pages; it is, however, considered
one of the earliest attempts at an illustrated Ottoman
encyclopaedia. )
Bibliography: Bursali Mehmed Tahir, ‘OM, i,

Istanbul 1918; Ismail Hami Danismend, A% Suavi’nin

tiirkgiiliig, Ankara 1942; Midhat Cemal Kuntay.
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Atay, Bag veren bir inkilapg, Ankara 1954: Serif
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SUAYR, preferably to be read as Sa‘fr, although
the former is more common, an idol of the pre-
Islamic Arabian tribe of ‘Anaza (Ibn al-Kalbi,
48-9), coming from “w.5, an Aramaean eponym
denoting in the Bible (refs. in Gesenius-Buhl, 573) the
land of Edom and the group of tribes living there
(W. Robertson Smith, Kinship and marriage in early Arabia,
260-1; Noldeke, in ZDMG, x1 [1887], 183).

Sa‘ir, which followed the same evolution as ‘Awd,
denotes in the Bible the land of Edom before its occu-
pation by the sons of Esau. Gen. xxxvi.9 speaks
of the hill country Sefir, of the Horites, sons of Sefir
{v. 20), and of the land of Se‘ir (v. 30). The names
Yakdum and Yadhkur, the two sons of ‘Anaza, whose
descendants sacrificed to al-Sa‘ir (Ibn al-Kalbi, 26),
resemble in their formation those of Ya‘Gsh and
Yadam, two of the numerous sons of Esau (Gen.
xxxvi.5, etc.). On this last, al-Layth says substantially
that Esau (Tsi, Hebr. ‘Eéaw), son of Isaac, son of
Abraham, was buried in a small village called Si‘ir
between Jerusalem and Hebron; he is the eponymous
ancestor of the Ram (T4, iv, 414).

The ‘Anaza and Bakr b. Wa%il (Ibn al-Kalbi, 25;
T4, iii, 276, v, 58) are said to have known and to
have adopted this divinity in the course of their migra-
tions as a guarantor of the pact uniting them. As
a clan name, it appears in Lihyanite as s.‘r. (see
G. Ryckmans. Noms propres, i, 153). The text repre-
sented on camel-back at Palmyra, formerly read as
5%r(w) (see D. Schlumberger, La Palmyrine du Nord-
Ouest, Paris 1951, 154-5) is now, however, read as
§d(w) and related to Ar. sa’d “good fortune” (see
D.R. Hillers and Eleonora Cussini, Palmyrens Aramaic
texts, Baltimore 1996, 415).

Bibliography: Refs. in T. Fahd, La panthéon de

PArabie Centrale ¢ la veille de Uhégire, Paris 1968,

' 48-9. (T. Fanp)
%j BA,  traditionally but dubiously derived from

¥ 2
Arabic sawb, lit. a patch or track, direction, pronounced

sitb in India; whence the term gsiiba for province
coined by the Mughal Emperor Akbar in 989/1580,
when he created this territorial unit by putting a num-
ber of the existing sarkdrs or territorial divisions under

cach siba. Some of these siibas like Bengal, Bihar or -

Gudjarat represented historic, well-organised regions;
others like Ilahabas (Allahabad) or Agra were artificial
creations. As Akbar extended his empire, the original
twelve sibas were augmented: Muitan (with sub-sizba
of Thatta), Kabul (with sub-sibas of Kashmir and Kan-
dahar), Dandesh (Khandesh), Ahmadnagar and Be-
rar. Subsequent annexations under Shah Djahan and
Awrangzib led to the creation of the sithas of Bidar,
Bidjapur and Haydarabad, while the sitba of Kandahar
was lost to the Safawids. Abu ’I-Fadl’s Ain-i Akbari
(1003/1595) gives an extremely detailed account of the
geography, resources, revenues, zamindir castes, etc. of
each siba.

The administrative machinery of the sibe was
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designed by Akbar to have the writ of the central
administration run most effectively. While the gover-
nor (sipahsalar, rnazim) was directly answerable to the
Emperor, his colleagues, viz. the diwdn (head of reve-
nue department), bafhshi (head of military adminis-
tration and intelligence) and sadr (in charge of pious
endowments) were not subordinate to him, but to
the corresponding ministers at the centre. Moreover,
during the heyday of the empire (late 10th and 1lth
century/late 16th and 17th century), the governors
and other officers were frequently transferred from one
siba to another. Nor did the governor have full con-
trol over the assignment of didgirs [g.v.] to military
commanders posted under him, which belonged to
the jurisdiction of the central Dawdn. There was, at
the same time, an element of flexibility in the siba
administration: The Deccan sibas began to be grouped
together under one s ir-or viceroy from even
Akbar’s time onwards. This became ultmately the
source of power of Nizam al-Mulk Asaf Djah [¢.0.]
in Haydarabad during the 12th/18th century.
Bibliography: Abu "\-Fadl, £'tn-i Akbari, ed. Bloch-
mann, Bibl. Ind., Calcutta 1867-77, ii; P. Saran,
The provincial government of the Mughals, "Bombay 1973;
Irfan Habib, An atlas of the Mughal empire, Oxford
and New Delhi 1982; M. Athar Ali, The apparatus
of empire. Awards of ranks, offices and titles to the Mughal
nobility 1574-1658, Oxford and New Delhi 1985.
_ _ (M. ATHAR ALl
SUBADAR, the governor of a siba [¢.0.] or prov-
ince in the Mughal empire, also known variously as
sipaksalar, nazim and sahib siba. Though governors of
large territories (e.g. Gudjarat) were appointed before
989/1580, when Akbar organised the sibas of his
empire, a systematic form was given to the office only
after this organisation. Depending upon the impor-
tance of the siba, the office was one of great status,
and only high nobles (mansabdars [see MansaB and
MANSABDAR]) were appointed to it. Akbar’s experi-
ment of appointing co-governors was soon abandoned.
While the terms of office depended upon the Emperor’s
will, transfers were frequent; and until well into the
12th/18th century, the Mughal court did not allow
provincial dynasts to develop out of its governors.
The sibadar was not only appointed by an impe-
rial farman, but was directly subordinate to the
Emperor. As sipahsalar, he was the head of the army
posted to the s#ba and responsible for maintenance
of law and order. He had a role, too, in adminis-
tering criminal justice. But the financial and revenue
administration, being in the hands of the diwan, was
outside his jurisdicton, since the diwan of the saba
was directly subordinate to the ministry at the centre,
the diwan-i ald. So, too, was the maintenance of
military contingents and the intelligence network,
being under the bakhshi (responsible to the central mir
bakhsht). This limitation of authority was designed to
prevent the sibadar becoming too powerful. Djahangir
abolished the sithadar’s privilege of awarding capital
punishment, and prohibited any observance that might
smack of royal court ritual. Constraints on the sizbadar’s
authority, however, began to disappear in the 12th/
18th century after the death of Awrangzib.
Bibliography: See that to sUBA, and also M. Athar
Ali, Provincial governors under Aurangzeb—an analysis, in
Medieval India. A miscellany, Bombay 1969, i
(M. Artnar Arn
SUBAY® (or Sapay®), Bang, the name of a
Bedouin tribe of al-‘Arid [g.z.], the central district
of Nadjd [¢.0.; see also ar-kHaRD]} in modern Saudi
Arabia. They live in and around the oasis of al-Ha’ir,




