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SALGHURIDS — SALHIN 979

Muhammad, Muzaffar al-Din Muhammad Shih,
Muzaffar al- Dm Saldjuk Shah, closing with Muzdﬁar
al-Din Abish Khatan, the dauqhtel of S8afd (1I), on
whom Hiilegii bestowed the Atabegate of Fars.. She
reigned alone for a year (662-3/1263-4), at the end of
which she married Mengh Temdr, the cleventh son of
Hiileg, who himself assumed defartu power in Fary
till his death in 681/1282, with Abish Khattan as only
nominal Atabeg. The rule of the Salghurids, which
had endured for over 130 years, came to an end at this
point; Abish Khatan herself died in Mongol captivity
at Tabriz in 685/1286.

Fars especially flourished in the 7th/13th century

under the rule of the Salghurids, with a lively cultural
and intellectual atmosphere in the capital Shirdz
lg.0.], where there lived at this time, inter alios, the
Kagli al-Baydawi, the scientist Kutb al-Din Shirazi
and the historian Wasgsaf [¢.v0.]. The poet Sa’di [4.v.]
was ' the panegyrist of the Atabegs, deriving his
lakhalluy from Abi Bakr b. Sa‘d (I); it was to this last
that he dedicated his Bustin and to his son, the short-
reigned Sa‘d (II), that he dedicated the Gulistdn (cf. ].
Rypka e alit, History of Iranian literature, Dordrecht
1968,250). Coins were minted by most of the Atabegs
up to and including Abish Khatin, with the exception
possibly of the ephemeral rulers preceding her.
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SALHIN, also Silhin, the name of the royal

palace of the Sabaean kings in their capital Marib
[4.0.]. The house of Salhin (bytn sihn; e.g. CIH 373) is
the building of ancient South Arabia which is most
frequently mentioned in the Sabaic inscriptions of the
first three centuries A.D. Its name is also attested in
the forms Salhén and Zked] in the title of the Abyssi-
nian king ‘Fzana in Ethiopic and Greek inscriptions
of the fourth century A.D. from Aksum. Owing to the

lack of excavations, the ()xiqinal site of the palace of

Salhin in the area of the ancient town of Mirib has not
yet been discovered.

Arab tradition enumerates Salhin in Marib among
the most famous castles of pre-Islamic Yemen; which
are praised by the Arabs in their poems and proverbs
(al-Hamdani, Sifa, ed. Miiller, 203, 11-13). Salhin is
the foremost of the three castles of ancient Mirib
(idem, &I, wvii, ed. M. al-Akwa® al-Hiwali,
Damascus 1979, 99, 10), and it is supposed to-have
been the palace of Bilkis [g.0.] (1bid., viii, 103, 2). It
held the high rank of being the royal residence of the
Himyarite kings (Naghwén, Shams, 50, 9), and it'was
an important castle in the country of Yemen, which
belonged to the Tababi%a or Tubba’s [g.2.], the kings
of Yemen (Yakat, Mu‘diam, iii, 115, 11). On the
authority of Muhammad b. Khalid, it is reported that
the Sabacan kings lived in Miirib and in San®d’ alter-
nately, and whenever they resided in Marib - they
stayed in Salhin (al-Hamdani, I&i, viii, 106, 11-13).
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It is said that the palace was built by order of Bilkis,
the Queen of Sheba, the daughter of al-Hadhad, and
that in it her throne stood, as mentioned in Kur’an,
XXV, 23 (Nashwan, Shams, 50, 9-11); it is said as
well that Solomon commanded the diinn to build the
palace: for Bilkis (al-Tha‘labi, Kisas al-anbiya®, Cairo
1889, 201). According to other traditions one of the
Tabdbia [seerusBa‘] gave orders to construct Sathin
(Yakat, Mudiam, i, 535, 13), or clse the demons built
it for Dhu Bata®, the king of Hamdan, when he ar-
ranged the marriage of Bilkis to Solomon (ibid., iii,
115, 12), or when Dha Bata® himself married Bilkis at
the behest' of Solomon respectively (Ibn al-Athir, i,
238, 1-2). Peaple say that demons had written in a
Himyaritic inscription in Yemen: ““We built Salhin,
working on it continuously for seventy-seven years”
(al-Tabari, i, 585, 15-16; al-Hamdani, /k/il, viii, 104,
4-5). In other sources, the duration of the building of
Salhin is - supposed to have lasted seventy years
(Yakit, Mu‘djam, iii, 115, 18) or eighty years respect-
ively (ibid., i; 535, 13-14; Tadj al-‘arits, s.v. Salhin).
Al-Hamdini,: however, doubts whether the djinn
could have written this for two reasons. In the first
place, they say that the demons built Salhin in
seventy-seven years, but between the visit of Bilks to
Solomon and his death there were at most seven
years, and after Solomon’s death the djinn refused to
continue their work. In the second place, there is a
saying of *Alkama b. Dh1 Djadan, mentioning that
human beings built Salhin and not the djinn, when he
composed: ‘‘and will men built houses (hencelorth)
after Salhin (has been destroyed)?”” (Jklil, viii, 105,
3-9; for the variant of this verse, as it is rendered here,
cf. Ibn Hisham, Sira, 26, 12; al-Tabari, i, 928, 13
Yakat, iii, 115, 17; Tadi al-‘aris, loc. cit.).

When the Abyssinians under their commander
Aryat conquered Yemen, they destroyed Salhin,
Ghumdan [g.v.] and Baynin [q.v.], castles which




