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government ministries, the development of
“the port of Hudaydaand a road from this
port city to.Sana’. A number of men from
- non-sgyyid families were appointed as gover-
nors and judges during his reign, no doubt
due to his distrust of the sayyids after the
1948 revolution. Economically the situation
did not improve during his reign and he
had to contend with challenges from within
his own family (viz. his brother al-Hasan)
as well as those emanating from the British
presence in the Aden Protectorate and the
Arab nationalist policies of President Jamal
‘Abd al-Nasir (1918-70) of Egypt. Imam
Abhmad never gave up his claim to be the

~ sovereign ruler of Greater Yemen and he

was able to use his ties with the Egyptian

president to pursue this against the British,
but to no real effect. Yemen was part of
the-United Arab Republic from 1958 to
1961 and the only tangible result of the

relationship with Egypt was the training .

of Yemeni military officers who managed
to fopple the regime one week after Imam

Ahmad’s death. The coup took place on 22—~

September 1962 whereupon Yemen was
declared a republic. A bloody civil war en-
sued lasting eight years in which the roy-
alist side was led unsuccessfully by Ahmad’s
son and dynastic heir, Muhammad al-Badr
(d. 1996). .

BIBLIOGRAPHY

J- Leigh Douglas, The Free Yement J\Jouement
19351962, Beirut 1987; Paul Dresch, 4
history of Modern Yemen, Cambzidge and New
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a'‘wamimbim ila sanai 1375 H., 3 vols., Cairo
1956; Muhammad b, Muhammad Zabara,
- Nuzhat al-nazar fi mjal al-qarn al-ré@bi® ‘eshar,

San‘d’ 1979.

Bernard HavkeL

Ahmad al-NasirT al-Salawt

Ahmad b. Khalid al-Nasir1 al-Salawi
(1835-97) was author of Morocco’s first
national history. He was born in the town
of Salé, Morocco, on the Atlantic coast. He
came from a family of shurefz’ who were
also shapkhs of the local Nasiriyya lodge.
He received a traditional Islamic education
in Salé and began his career, combining
service in the local judiciary with teach-
ing. In 1875 he entered the service of the
\Iakhzan Morocco’s central government,

. a decision that greatly broadened his hori-

zons. For the next two-decades “he trav-
elled~extenswely; serving as a notar)uand
customs official in Casablanca, Marrakech,

“al-Jadida, Tangier, and Fes, with occa-

sional periods of repose in Salé. His work

 gave him access to the hybrid culture of

Morocco’s ports as well as to Makhzan
archives. In the 1890s he retired to Salé,
where he died in 1897.

Throughout his ‘career he wrote on a
wide variety of topics, making use of the
eclectic resources available to him, includ-
ing information gleaned from Europeans
in Morcccan ports and publications from
the modern Arabic press in Gairo. The
result was a plethora of works, the most
renowned of which is Kuab al-istiigsa’ li-
akhbir duwal al-Maghrib al-Agsa, a survey of
Morocco’s Islamic history, considered to be

_the country’s first national history and an

excellent source for late nineteenth-century
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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM THREE ' -
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events, as well as an interpretation of contemporary
Muslim society and culture, enlivened by Nasir’s per-
sonal observations and insight. :

Nasir’s other surviving works, fall within the tradi-
tion of Fatimid, Isma“li literature, and reflect the
basic framework of its religious system and interpreta-
tion of Islamic thought and practice. Among them are

(i) The Rawshana’i-nama (**The book of enlighten-
ment’’), a poetic work on standard Ismi‘ili themes.

(1) Wadjh-i din (‘“The face of religion’’), an exposi-
tion of the major doctrines and practices of Islam,
with an interpretation of their inner significance,
illustrating the use of the hermeneutic method, of
ta’wil in Ismailt thought.

(111) Gughayish wa rahdyish (‘‘Emancipation and
respite’’}, a philosophical work that sets out a
framework dealing, through questions and responses,
with key Islamic ideas. ' o
© (iv) Kkwan al-tkhwan (‘A banquet for the
brethren’’). A summary of basic principles and prac-
tices of the faith.

(v) Zad al-musifirin (‘‘Sustenance for travellers’’),
surveys the philosophical positions of some of the
ancients, including Plato and Aristotle, and argues
against some of the views of early Muslim
philosophers like Abd Bakr al-R&zi (Rhazes, d.
312/926).

(vi) Djgmi® al-hikmatayn (**The sum of two
wisdoms’’) in which Nasir seeks to synthesise positive
religion with the resources of philosophy. His goal is
to create harmony between the language of the
Kur’an and the rational and logical tools of the intel-
lectual sciences.

(vil) Shish fasl, a summary in six chapters, of the
IsmaYlT interpretation of Islamic tenets; it is also
called the prose Rawshana’i-ndma. :

In addition there are a number of works attributed
to Nasir-i-Khusraw, for which there is no evidence of
his authorship.

Bibliography: For the older bibl., see E. Ber-
thels, s.v., in EI'; and for a full list of studies on
Nasir and works written and attributed to him or
works referred to by others that have not survived,
see 1. Poonawala, Biobibliography of IsmaSilt literature,
Malibu 1977. A new English translation by W.M.
Thackston, of the Safar-nima is Néser-e-Khosraw’s
Book of Travels, New York 1985. There is also a
more recent edition of Wadjh-7 din ed. G.R. Aavani,
Tehran 1977. A commemorative volume of articles,
Yad-nama yi Nésir-i-Khusraw, Mashhad 1355/1976,
sums up recent Persian scholarship on Nisir. For a
detailed study of a2 well-known poem of his, see Julie
S. Meisami, Symbolic structures in a poem by Nasir-i
Khusrau, in Iran, JBIPS, xxxi (1993). ’

R (Azmm Nangn)
AL-NASIR aL-SALAWI, Sumis ar-Din Asu 'i-
‘ABBis Aumap B. KuaLm B. HamMMmAD aL-NAsIrI, a
Moroccan historian born at Salé on 22 Dhu ’I-Hidjdja
1250/20 April 1835, died in the same town on 16
Djumada I 1315/13 October 1897. The genealogy of
this writer can be traced in a direct line to the founder
of the Moroccan brotherhood of the Nasiriyya
lg.v.], Ahmad b. Nasir, who was buried in his zqwiya
at Tamgriit in the-valley of the Wadi Dara (Dri). He
studied in his native town, which had in those days
some reputation as a centre of learning, and was a
minor rival of Fas, the intellectual capital of the coun-
try. His principal teachers were Muhammad b. ¢Abd
al-‘Aziz Mahbiba and the kidi Abi Bakr b. Muham-
mad ‘Awwiad; without neglecting theological and legal
studies, he acquired a profound knowledge of profane
Arab literature. At the age of about 40, Ahmad al-

Nasiri entered the legal branch of the Sharifi govern-
ment’s_service as.a_notary_or. superintendent of the

—state.domains. He held more or less important posts
from time to time in this service. He was stationed at
first at al-Dar al-Bayda® (Casablanca) 1292-3/1875-6,
and made two stays at Marrakush, where he was
employed in the financial administration of the
imperial household, He then lived some time at al-
Djadida (Mazagan) where he was attached to the
customs service. He next spent some time in Tangier
and Fas and towards the énd of his life retarmed to his
native town where he devoted himself to teaching. On
his death he was buried in the cemetery at Salé outside
the Bab Ma‘alika Gate. Al-Nisir was a minor civil
servant who was also a man of letters and a
historian. In addition to his historical work, which
gained him a certain reputation even outside of
Morocco, he left other works which would. alone have
probably sufficed to .attract attention to him and
secure him an honourable position among contem-
porary Maghrib men of letters. These are in_addi-
tion_to_the six opuscula detailed in Lévi-Provencal,
Historiens des. Chorfa (353, n. 1): 1. A commentary on
the Shamakmakiyya, a poem by Ibn al-Wannan which
he called Zahr al-afnan min hadikat Ibn al-Wannan (lith.
at Fas in 1314 a.mu., 2 vols.); 2. A survey of the
heresies and schisms in Islam entitled T4%im al-
minna bi-nusral al-sunna (Rabat ms., no. 66; cf. Lévi-
Provencal, Catalogue, i, 23); 3.:'A monograph on the
family of the Nisiriyya to which he himself
belonged: Tal%at al-mushtari fi. Lnasab al-djoYari (lith. at
Fas, 2 vols}, n.d., new ed. 1320/1902; a French
synopsis has been given by M. Bodin, La Zaouig de
Tamegrout, in Archives Berbéres, 1918). This work,
which the author finished in 1309/1881, is a good
history of the zawiya of Timgrit, with much
interesting information, which compensates for all the
discursions in which the historian tries to prove the
authenticity of his family genealogy with the help of
somewhat unconvincing arguments.

Ahmad al-Nasiri’s great work is the Kitah al-Istiksi
li-akhbar duwal al-Maghrib al-aksa: Its_publication was
an_event unparalleled in Maghribi historiography.
The ‘author produced not a limited chronicle but a
general history of his country, one, moreover, printed
in the Muslim Orient (Cairo 1312/1894, 4 vols.; 2nd
ed. Casablanca 1954-6, 9 vols.). Welcomed by Euro-
pean orientalists on its publication, it was not long in
attracting the attention of the historians of North
Africa, for whose work it became a much consulted
document, especially as a French translation in the
Arckives Morocaines soon made the last quarter—the

non-Arabists.

It was soon recognised that this chronicle was like
all the other products of western Arab historiography:
it was only a compilation, the most appreciable merit
of which was to have collected in a continuous nar-
rative, items of political history scattered about the
chronicles or biographical collections written in the
country. But it must be confessed that al-NasirT was
the first of his compatriots to attempt to exhaust a sub-
Jject of which his predecessors had only dealt with
parts. But this was not his primary object: the author
of the present article has shown elsewhere (Shorfa, 357-
60) that the starting point in the compilation of the
Kitab al-Istiksa® was a work of some length on the
Marinid dynasty of%Morocco, based mainly on the
Tistorical works of Ibn Abj Zar® and Ibn Khaldin, to
which he had given the.title of Kashf al-arin St luyith
Bani Marin. His residences in the different capitals of

Morocco, having enabled him to get access to sources

)

§

§

history of the ‘Alawid dynasty—accessible even to~"
' nasty—accessit
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