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ROSENTHAL, Franz,
(born August 31, 1914 in Berlin, Germany, American
citizen).

Former Professional Address:
Department of Near East
Languages and Civilizations,
Yale University,
P.O. Box 1504 A, Yale Station,
New Haven, Connecticut 06520 - 7425,

Permanent Home Address:
80 Heloise Street,
Hamden, Connecticut 06517.

Academic Education and Experience: Franz went to a
private elementary school (from age six to eight-and-a-
-half). Thereafter, he enrolled at the Fichte-Gymnasium in
Berlin.

1932-35 Attended the University of Berlin with a major in
Semitic languages and Islamics and a minor in classical
philology. In 1935, he was awarded the Ph.D. degree. The
subject of his doctoral dissertation was Greek and Latin
entitled: “Die Sprache der Palmyrenischen Inschriften”

For him, it was a useful preparation for later studies,
including the study of the general history of medicine. In
the spring of 1932, he was admitted to the University of
Berlin. He continued all his studies there with inspiring,
outstanding teachers like H. H. Schaeder and Paul Kraus,
and still dimly,remembers hearing the lecture of the late
Prof. L. Edelstein.

1936 Taught for one year in Florence, Italy at a school for
children whose parents had sent them there while planning
their emigration from Germany before the war.

1937-38 He returned in 1937 to Germany. There, he
served as assistant professor of Semitics at the Lehranstalt
fir die Wissenschaft des Judentums, teaching Semitic
languages at the Liberal Rabbinical Seminary there in the
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city of Berlin, Germany.

1938-Feb. 1940 Emigrated from Germany (just in time in
December, 1938), via Sweden and England (London and
Oxford, 1939), arriving at his new home in the US.A. in
early February, 1940. He shortly after entered military
service, becoming a citizen in the summer of 1943, while
serving as a soldier in the U.S. Army.

~ 1940-48 Assistant professor of Semitics at the Hebrew

Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio (including service in the
U. S. Army during the second World War, 1943-45).

1948-56 Promoted to the rank of associate professor at the
University of Pennsylvania in the city of Philadelphia,
U.S.A,, and in 1950 became full professor of Arabic until
1956. '

1956-85 Professor of Arabic and Islamics at Yale University
until his retirement. During this time he became the Louis
M. Robinowitz Sterling Professor of Near Eastern
Languages at Yale University (1967 till his retirement).

1985 to the present Is continuing the research that he
began since he was in Germany in the 1930s.

Prof. Dr. Rosenthal is a member of the American
Philosophical Society (in Philadelphia); the American
Academy of Art and Science (in Cambridge, Mass.), the
British Academy; the Accademia Nazional dei Lincee
(Rome); honorary member of the Société Asiatique (Paris);
and the Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft in
Germany. He has also two doctoral degrees from the
Hebrew University (Jerusalem); and the Tel-Aviv University.
He was also the recipient of the Levi Della Vida medal from
the University of California in 1977.

Literary Contributions:

1. Die Arabische Autobiografie, Rome, 1937.

2. Alfarabies De Platonis Philosophia (London 1943), a
monograph that was reprinted in Nendeln/

289
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Franz Rosenthal (1g14-2003), one of the outstanding scholars of Semitic languages,
Arabic and Islamic history of the pas‘; century, has déscribed himself as an Orientalist,
whose task is “to look beyond the culti;re in which one is rooted to other cultures what-
ever their geographical location with respect to Europe, in order to learn about and
understand them and to try to spread the knowledge thus acquired”. This simple-
sounding approach is qualified by a vast knpwledge of the appropriate literary sources
and a keen sense for the truly significant topic that characterize all of Rosenthal’s works.
His memoir discusses these aspects, as well as the profile and outlook of Near Eastern
Studies, particularly in relation to neighboring disciplines, and the roles of philology
and language teaching. What is at least as interesting as this discussion is an autobio-
graphical account of Rosenthal's family, his school and uriiversityyears in Berlin, of his
emigration to the United States, and his career up to his arrival at Yale University - a
memoir which illuminates his work and his convictions and which tells a story of “cru-
elly turbulent times” that changed the lives of many scholars and opened up new ways
of scholarship. ' i

Keywords

biography - history of Near Eastern Studies — Orientalism ~ philology — German (and
other) scholars in exile after 1933

Franz Rosenthal (1914-2003), one of the last, and one of the most outstanding,
representatives of Oriental Studies, of European Orientalism in its classical
sense, began to collect data of his life “for anyone who might be interested in
learning about them for scholarly purposes” in the eighties of the past century.
He added occasional instalments, mostly during his winter holidays, down to
the year 1999, four years before his death. His Half an Autobiography which is

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2014 DOI10.1163/15700607-00541P03

‘the U.S. were the Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, and, after his military

FRANZ ROSENTHAL'S HALF ANAUTOBIOGRAPHY 35

presented here starts with a portrait of Rosenthal’s extended family, his upbring-
ing, school years and university studies in Berlin which witnessed a last radiance
of German humanities, before the Nazi regime destroyed them and drove all
scholars of Jewish origin and many other personae non gratae into exile.
Rosenthal’s early important work in Aramaic and Arabic studies is named and
the academic environment in which it grew is sketched. The three years between
his doctorate (1935) and his emigration (December 1938) saw a visit to the
International Congress of Orientalists in Rome and engagements as a teacher
in a private boarding school in Florence and as an instructor at the Berlin
“Lehranstalt fiir die Wissenschaft des Judentums”. Most importantly, he achieved
his work on the history of Aramaic studies since Theodor Néldeke, which won
him the Lidzbarski Medal (1938, published 1939). His emigration itinerary to the
United States included Uppsala, London and Oxford; his academic stations in

service and work for the Office of Strategic Services in Washington, the
University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia (as successor to Giorgio Levi Della
Vida), and finally Yale University (1956). From Yale, Rosenthal retired, after a
Jong and successful career, as a Sterling Professor of Near Eastern Languages in
1985. Rosenthal’s travels in the Near East and North Africa are relatively few; he
writes about his visit to Egypt in 1947/8 (mentioning a disturbing harbinger of
the political upheavals to happen in 1948) and his various stays in Istanbul and
the Turkish provinces. These visits, like the ones he made to Morocco and
Tunisia, were mainly aimed at manuscript studies in various libraries whose
benefits are gratefully recorded in several forewords to his books. With his
arrival at Yale, Rosenthal’s Half an Autobiography actually ends; as he writes, he
“had a strong disinclination to deal with the basically uneventful [...] events of
my years at Yale”. The remainder of his manuscript deals with general questions
of Orientalist scholarship such as the profile and outlook of Near Eastern
Studies at Yale and elsewhere, particularly in their relation to the disciplines of
Near Eastern History and Religious Studies, the roles of philology and language
teaching, and a defense of “Orientalism”.

As for philology, Rosenthal saw it as the most important tool for his main
area of research, Islamic history and culture. In this memoir, he characterizes
his life-long approach as “text-based scholarship’, and in his address to the par-
ticipants of the zist Deutscher Orientalistentag in Berlin in March 1980 (for a
reference to its publication cf. the “Verzeichnis der Schriften” given below, no.
110), he insisted “that constant practice of, and meticulous attention to, the rules
of philology are the indispensable prerequisites for a successful understanding
of any foreign people and culture” (pp. 10f,, my translation, H.B.). A superb
philologist in a number of Near Eastern languages, as well as in Greek and Latin

DIE WELT DES ISLAMS 54 (2014) 34-105
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Robert Thomson, Washington D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks, 1982, pp. 175—186; repr. in
Opera Selecta Teriana = St Nersess Theological Review 13 (2008), pp. 25—44.

van Rompay, Lucas, ‘Mallpana dilan Suryaya: Ephrem in the Works of Philoxenus,
Respect and Distance,” Hugoye 7.1 (2004), pp. 83—105.

van Rompay, Lucas, “Jacob of Edessa and the Sixth-Century Syriac Translator of Severus
of Antioch’s Cathedral Homilies,” in: Jacob af Edessa and the Syriac Culture of His Day,
ed, Bas ter Haar Romeny, Leiden: Brill, 2008, pp. 189—204.

Watt, John, Rhetoric and Philosophy from Greek into Syriac, Farnham: Variorum Re-
prints, 2010.
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Secular Graeco-Arabica—Fifty years after Franz
Rosenthal’s Fortleben der Antike im Islam

)70 87
Hinrich Biesterfeldt

Ruhr-Universitiat Bochum
hinrich.biesterfeldt@rub.de

I wonder what the scholar whose centennial we are celebrating in this sympo-
sium would have thought of its program—*to investigate the state of current
research and delineate its prospects as it develops into a full-fledged field of

_its own” It is true, Franz Rosenthal had done something of that sort himself,

when he answered the call of the Lidzbarski Foundation, in 1938, to render
an account of Die Erweiterung unserer Kenntnisse der aramdischen Dialekte seit
Theodor Nildekes Verdffentlichungen—"ein Thema,” as Josef van Ess remarks
in his in memoriam Franz Rosenthal, “ein Thema, wie es deutscher nicht sein

. konnte”—a subject as German as can be.! Rosenthal had then compiled in a

very short time a meticulous and magisterial investigation of the recent history
and of current research in a field in which he had already produced excellent
work, and he became the second recipient of the Lidzbarski medal—not, how-
ever, of the prize money.?2 On the other hand, Rosenthal's mature scholarship
would have, I am sure, stayed away from an enterprise such as this one, par-
ticularly in view of the prospective tasks to be established and of a complex
collaboration to be organized in cultivating the field of Graeco-Arabica. Rosen-
thal’s scholarly temperament was different. In his Half an Autobiography, he
writes towards the end (in the year 1999):

1 Van Ess, “Franz Rosenthal” p. s52. For full details of the literature indicated in this article,

see the Bibliography at the end.- -1 huve allowed the article to retain some elements of my
original address to the purticipants ol the Yube conference, ‘Thelr innnediate comments and
suggestions are highly sppreciated. Foar msding Gie peopithnnte version of this article and
contributing valuable correctinns amd additons | amn gratelol 1o Ritdiger Arnzen, Gerhard
Endress and Dimitri Gutas.

2 Rosenthal's worl was published nnder the title Die aramuaistische Forschung seit Th. Noldekes
Verdsffentlichungen, Leidon iyag. For hie account of the Lidubarski prize essay, see his “Halfan

Autoblography,” pp. 651, with note 74.

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2015 t DOT: 10.1163/2212943X-00301006
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Introduction
Graeco-Arabic Studies from Amable Jourdain
through Franz Rosenthal to the Future

{ FObFs

Dimitri Gutas.
Yale University
dimitrigutas@yale.edu

The study of the medieval Arnbic trnnglutions of clusslenl Greek works, the field
of Graeco-Arablc studles in the strict sense, has had o long history. In Western
Europe, Its origins go back to the engogement in the twelfth century with the
Arabic translations throngh further translution into Latin, study, and adoption
or adaptation—an engagement which, though shifting in focus, purpose, and
intensity as times changed, has continued to this day. In the recent past it has
seen an unprecedented efflorescence, showing clear signs that it has become
an emerging field on its own. To take stock of the situation and state of the art,
trace the contours of the field and its range and extent, and adumbrate its future
paths, some of its foremost students, senior and junior alike, came togetherfora
conference at Yale on April 24—26, 2014. The occasion was to cormumemorate the
centennial of the birth of Franz Rosenthal (1914-2003), whose work did much
to bring the field to its present state by both deed and example.

Modern philological and historical studies of the Graeco-Arabic translations
were Jaunched in a sustainable and influential way two centuries ago by that
remarkable young French scholar, Amable Jourdain, a student of Silvestre de
Sacy. His short career—he died at the age of thirty (1788-1818)—was crowned
by his magisterial study, Recherches critiques sur ['dge et lorigine des traduc-
tions latines d’ Aristote et sur des commentalires grecs ou arabes employés par
les docteurs scholastiques, published posthumously in 1819.! Although his title
addressed only the Latin translations of Aristotle, in his preliminary chapters
he traced their background in the Graeco-Arabic translations (pp. 85-88) in an
amazingly insightful way. The book won the prize of the Académie des Inscrip-

1 Paris: Fantin et G, Delaunay, 1819 (Jourdain). Second, revised and enlarged edition by
Jourdain's son, Charles Jourdain, Paris: Joubert, 1843 (3Jourdain).

© KONINKLIJKE BRILL NV, LEIDEN, 2015 | DOI: 10.1163/2212943X-00301002
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Bedvim be-Erets Yisra'el (1880), The Beduin Arab dialects; on the complexity of some fypes (1984),
and she was joint editor of Future and communication {1996). Lc

Rosenkranz, Bernhard, born 13 April 1903 at Montigny near Metz, Lothringen, he received a Dr.phil in
1930 at the Universitat Monster with a thesis entitled Der lokale Grundton und die persénliche Eigenart
in der Sprache des Thukydides. He gained a second doctorate in 1942. From 1949 to his retirement
in 1968 he was a professor of comparative linguistics at the Universitdt Kéln. His writings include
Beitrdge zur Erforschuny des Luvischen {1952), and Historische Lauf- und Formenlefire des Alf-

bulgarischen{1955).. Karschner, 1950-1992

Rosenkranz, Gerhard, born 29 April 1896 at Braunschweig, Germany, he was a Protestant theologian
and a pastor in the Ruhr Valley before he moved in 1928 to Berlin where he became director of the
Ostasien-Mission from 1931 to 1948. Although appointed a lecturer in missions after gaining a
doctaorate in divinity in 1935, his appoiniment was soon revoked and he was muzzied until the end of
the war. His wiitings include Der christliche Glaube angesichts der Wellreligionen (1967). On his
seventieth birthday he was honaured by two jubilee volumes. He died in Ttbingen, 16 May 1983.
DIBE; Karschner, 1950-1983

Rosenmiiller, Emst Friedrich Carl, born 10 December 1768 at Heflberg near Hildburghausen, he
studied philosophy and Oriental languages at Leipzig where he gained doctorates in 1788 and 1792,
and a doctorate in divinity in 1817. He was successively a professor of Arabic and Oriental languages.
His writings include Arabisches Elementar- und Lese-Buch (1798), Ansichten von Paléstina (1810-14),
Institvtiones ad fvndamenta lingvae arabicae (1818), Handbuch der biblischen Alterthumskunde
(1825), Biblical geography of Central Asia (1836-37), and Biblical geography of Asia Minor, Pheenicia,
and Arabia (1841). He died 17 September 1835. AD(B; DIBE; DiBilnd (8); GDU; Krachkovskii; Vapereau, 1883

Rosenne, Shabtal, born 24 November 1917 at London, he was educated at London and received a
doctorate from the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. He became an israeli lawyer, diplomatist and
representative to the U.N. as well as a visiting professor of law at home and abroad. His writings
include Israel’s armistice agreements with the Arab states (1951), and Practice and methods of
internationaf law (1984). IntWW, 1974-2001; Master (1); MideE, 1882/83; Wholsrael, 1973/74-1989; WhoUN, 1375:
WhoWoer, 1980; WhoeWorld, 1965, 1872, 1978

Rosenrauch; Heinz Erich, 1922- see Rosén, Haiim Baruch

Rosenstock, Morton, born 2 July 1929 at N.Y.C., he graduated from Harvard with the class of 1949
and received a Ph.D. in 1963 from Columbia University with a thesis entitled Louis Marshall and the
defense of Jewish rights in the United States. Since 1958 he was a member of Bronx Community Col-
lege as a professor and librarian. DrAS, 1969, 1974, 1978,-1982 H; Whalsrael, 1992/93-1999; Whol.ibS, 1955, 1966

Rosenthal, Donald A., born abotit 1950, he received a Ph.D. in 1978 from Columbia University with a
thesis entitled Jules-Robert Auguste and the early romantic circle. His writings include Orfentalism, the
Near East in French painting, 1800-1880 (1982), and La grande maniére; historical and religious
painting in France (1987). Lc

Rosenthal, Donna, fl. 19874, she was an American freelance reporter and broadcast journalist.

Rosenthal, Earl Edgar, bom 26 August 1821 at Milwaukee, Wisc., he was educated at New York
University where he also received a Ph.D. in 1953 with a thesis entitted The Cathedral of Granada.
Since 1968 he was a professor of art at the University of Chicago. His writings include The palace of
Charles V in Granada (1985). ConAu 41-44; DiAS, 1969, 1974, 1978, 1982 H; WhoAm, 1974-1996; WhoAmA,
1884-1989/2000

Rosenthal, Erwin Isaac Jacob, born 18 September 1904 at Heilbronn, Germany, he studied at
Heidelberg, Minchen, and Berlin where he received a Dr.phil. in 1931 with a thesis entitled /bn
Khalduns Gedanken dber den Staat. He emigrated in 1933 to the UK. Unfl the war he was
successively a lecturer in Semitic languages at London and Manchester. During the war he served as
an intelligence officer in Cairo and London. From 1948 to his retirement in 1971 he was a lecturer, and
later reader, at Cambridge. His writings include Political thought in medieval Islam (1958), Judaism
and Islam (1861), and Islam in the modern national state (1965). In 1982 he was honoured by the
jubilee volume Interpreting the Hebrew Bible; essays in honour of E. . J. Rosenthal. He died on 5
June 1981, BioHbDLE; ConAu 102; DrAS, 1968, 1974, 1978, 1982 F; Enclud; Master (2); Who, 1869-1991; WhoWoard,
1965, 1972, 1978, 1987; WiDr, 1976-1892/94

Rosenthal, Franz, born 31 August 1914 at Berlin, he gained a Dr.phil. in 1935 at the Universitét Berlin
with a thesis entitled Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschrifien. He emigrated in 1938 to the United
States by way of Sweden and Britain. He first taught for eight years at the Hebrew Union College,

WOLEGANG BEHN, CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL COMPANION TO INDEX

’ IC STUDIES FROM ITS
ISLAMICUS: AN INTERNATIONAL WHO'S WHO IN ISLAM
BEGINNINGS DOWN TO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY : BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHICAL
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VERZEICHNIS DER SCHRIFTEN VON FRANZ ROSENTHAL

>

A) Monographien

Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften und ihre Stellung inner-
hatb des Aramdischen. Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatisch-Agyptischen
Gesellschaft, Bd. 41, H. 1. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1936.

Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften und ihre Stellung inner-
halb des Aramdischen. Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatisch-Agyptischen
Gesellschaft, Bd. 41, H. 1. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1936.

Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften und ihre Stellung inner-
halb des Aramdischen. Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatisch-Agyptischen
Gesellschaft, Bd. 41, H. 1. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1936.

Die aramaistische Forschung seit Th. Noldeke’s Verdffentlichungen,
Leiden: Brill, 1939. — Photomechanischer Nachdruck: Leiden 1964.
S. 207-211 abgedr. in: Der Manichaeismus, hrsg. v. G. Widengren,
Darmstadt 1977, 255-259.

Ahmad b. at-Tayyib as-Sarahst (American Oriental Studies, Vol. 26),
New Haven: American Oriental Society, 1943.

Alfarabius: De Platonis Philosophia, edd. F. Rosenthal et R. Walzer
(Plato Arabus, II), Londinii: In aedibus Instituti Warburgiani, 1943. -
Nachdruck: Nendeln (Liechtenstein) 1973.

The technigue and approach of Muslim scholarship (Analecta Orien-
talia 24). Roma: Pontificio Istituto Orientale, 1947.

Ubersetzung ins Arabische von Anis Furayha: Manahig al-‘ulama’ al-
muslimin fi [-baht al-“ilmi, Beirut 1961.

A history of Muslim historiography. Leiden: Brill, 1952. — 2", revised
ed. 1968.

Ubersetzung ins Arabische, unter Beigabe der arabischen Origi-
nalquellen, von Salih Ahmad al-“Ali; ‘llm al-ta’ril “ind al-muslimin,
Bagdad 1963.

Humor in early Islam. Leiden: Brill, 1956. — Nachdruck: Newport, Con-
necticut, 1976.

Ubersetzung ins Tiirkische von Ahmet Arslan: Erken Isldm’da mizah,
Istanbul 1997.

Ibn Khaldin: The Mugaddimah. An introduction to history. Translated
from the Arabic by F. Rosenthal, Vol. 1-3 (Bollingen Series, XLIII),

o New York: Pantheon; London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1958. AL
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Obituary

Knowledge Triumphant:
The Life of Franz Rosenthal .

ﬁwﬁ {:ﬁ’f ju\\

1914-2003 s
Y

by Dimitri Gutas |

O

Franz Rosenthal, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Arabic and Semitic studies at Yale University, died on
Tuesday, April 8, 2003, in Branford, CT. He was born in Berlin, Germany, on August 31, 1914, the second son of
Kurt W. Rosenthal, a flour merchant, and Elsa Rosenthal (née Kirschstein). He entered the University of Berlin in
1932, where he studied Classics with Werner Jaeger and Richard Walzer, and Oriental languages and civilizations
with Hans Heinrich Schaeder, Carl Becker, Eugen Mittwoch, Bruno Meissner, Erich Ebeling, and Paul Kraus. He
received his Ph.D. in 1935. After teaching for a year in Florence, Italy, he became instructor at the Lehranstalt
(formerly Hochschule) fiir die Wissenschaft des Judentums, a Rabbinical Seminarin Berlin. He left Germany shortly
after the infamous “Kristallnacht” in early December 1938 and went to Sweden where he was invited through the
good offices of the Swedish historian of religions, H.S. Nyberg. From there he went to England and eventually came
to the United States on February 5, 1940, having received an invitation to join the faculty of the Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati, Ohio (1940-48). In 1943 he became a U.S. citizen, and was inducted into the U.S. Army as
a cook, though after basic training he joined the Office of S trategic Services (OSS) in Washington. In 1948, he was
invited to the University of Pennsylvania where he became full professor in 1950. In 1956, Rosenthal was appointed '
Louis M. Rabinowitz Professor of Semitic Lan guages at Yale University. He became Sterling Professor in 1967,
and emeritus in 1985.

Rosenthal was member of numerous professional organizations, including Middle East Medievalists and
the American Oriental Society (president, 1964-65), and the recipient of further academic honors (including the
Giorgio Levi della Vida Medal, 1977) and honorary degrees (Hebrew Union College, Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv University, the University of Tiibingen, and Columbia University).

Franz Rosenthal’s scholarly work is vastand covers most aspects of Arabic and Islamic studies and Semitic
studies. He began his career with two monographs on Aramaic studies: his dissertation on Palmyrenian inscriptions
was published as Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften in 1936, when he was barely 22; in 1938, while still
in Germany, he completed his history of Aramaic studies (Die aramaistische Forschung), which was awarded the
Lidzbarski Medal and Prize (though he never received the prize money, the capital of the Lidzbarski Foundation
having disappeared under the Nazis). Although he was soon to move on to other fields, he never lost interest in
Aramaic and Semitic studies and produced, in addition to numerous articles and translations in those disciplines,
A Grammar of Biblical Aramaic (1961, often reprinted) as well as An Aramaic Handbook (1967), the two standard
works on the subject in constant use to this very day.

The field that attracted and held his attention, however, already from the time before he left Germany, was
Graeco-Arabic studies.This field, which consists of the study of the secular ancient Greek works translated into
Arabic from the 8th to the 10th century in Baghdad, held a special attraction for European orientalists insofar as their
education even before going to university provided them with the requisite knowledge of the classical languages;
at university they acquired the oriental languages they needed. Rosenthal had the same training, though he was
exceptional in a different way in that he had a superb knowledge of Latin and an especially superior one of Greek.
Much like the famous 9th century Graeco-Arabic translator, Hunayn Ibn Ishaq, he knew his Homer and Hesiod by
heart. Once he quoted a line by Hesiod to me, which I approved because I happened to know it myself, but then he
stopped and corrected himself, adding a missing particle; the way he had first recited it, he said, did not scan.
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Franz Rosenthal

Franz Rosenthal, scholar of Arabic
literature and Islam, dies |

beidhinl U Franz Rosenthal, the Sterling Professor Emeritus of Arabic
April 8 in Branford, Connecticut, after a long illness.

He was 88 years old.

"Franz Rosenthal was a man of total intellectual integrity,
interpreter of Islamic religion and Arabic literature, a leadi
of Aramaic and a personal friend, to be admired and emul
his long-time colleague William Hallo, the William M. Laffa
Emeritus of Assyriology and Babylonian Literature and Ne:
Languages and Civilizations.

Professor Rosenthal was born in Berlin, Germany. He ente
University of Berlin in 1932, where he studied classics and
languages and civilizations. He received his Ph.D. in 1935,
dissertation on Palmyrenian inscriptions, published the foll
After teaching for a year in Florence, Italy, he became insi
the Lehranstalt (formerly Hochschule) fur die Wissenschaf
Judentums, a rabbinical seminary in Berlin. In 1938, he cc
history of Aramaic studies, which was awarded the Lidzbai
and Prize, but the prize money was withheld from him bec
was Jewish.

http://www.yale.edu/opa/v31.n126/story12.html 11.06.2003
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Franz Rosenthal (1914-2003)

‘Alte und Neue Welt im Leben eines Orientalisten

Von Joser van Ess, Tiibingen

Am 8.April 2003 verstarb FRanz RoSENTHAL, Semitist und Islamkund-
ler, Ehrenmitglied der Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft und
Emeritus der Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. Er stand im
89.Lebensjahr; geboren wurde er in Berlin, am 31. August 1914, ,zu Be-
ginn des Ersten Weltkrieges®, wie er ab und zu sagte. Man mufite dies cum
grano salis verstehen; am 31. August standen die deutschen Truppen bereits
an der Marne. Aber was er ausdriicken wollte, war ohnehin wohl etwas
anderes: dafl nimlich die Welt, der er entstammte, mit dem Beginn dieses
europdischen Biirgerkrieges, der im Grunde bis 1945 wihrte, untergegan-
gen, zur ,Welt von gestern” geworden war. Ziwar verlief seine Schulzeit noch
ungestdrt; er machte 1932 am Berliner Fichtegymnasium das Abitur. Aber
als er 1935 mit 21 Jahren promovierte, waren seine Aussichten auf eine Uni-
versititslaufbahn in Deutschland bereits dahin; er kam aus einem jiidischen
Elternhaus. Fiir ein Jahr wirkte er an einer Privatschule in der Nihe von
Florenz; dann fand er 1937-1938 eine Anstellung als Dozent fiir semiitische
Sprachen an der Berliner Lehranstalt fiir die Wissenschaft des Judentums.
Von daher kannte er LEo Barck; er hat 1938 einen Artikel zu dessen Fest-
schrift beigetragen.! Ansonsten aber verdffentlichte er seine ersten Arbeiten
(abgesehen von der Dissertation?) in den orientalistischen Fachorganen des
Vatikans, in Orientalia und den daran angegliederten Analecta Orientalia.
Die ZDMG war ihm lingst verschlossen; der Kontakt zum Vatikan dage-
gen war vermutlich durch Grorero Levi Derra Vipa hergestellt worden,
den Semitisten der Universitit Rom, der bereits i.]. 1932 seinen Lehrstuhl
verloren und als Bearbeiter der vatikanischen Handschriften ein geringes

1 ,Zur Frage der Bildung des arabischen Elativs.“ In: Festschrift fiir Leo Baeck. Berlin
1938, S. 175-181. - Ich zitiere im folgenden verkiirzt nach dem ,Verzeichnis der Schriften
von Franz Rosenthal®, das G. Enpress und O. OverwiEN im Vorspann zu der Festschrift
in Oriens 36 (2001) zusammengestellt haben (S. xili—xxxiv).

% ,Verzeichnis®, Nr. 1: Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften und ibre Stellung
innerbalb des Aramischen. Leipzig 1936.
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Franz Rosenthal will celebrate his seventieth birthday on August 31, 1984, a fitting occasion to
remind the world of scholarship of the debt that it owes him, a debt that can never be paid, but which
ought to be acknowledged publicly.

It would be an easy task to compose a conventional academic panegyric in honor of Franz
Rosenthal. All the necessary ingredients are there: a dissertation that won the coveted Lidzbarski
prize, a long academic career as a teacher, the training of numerous students who have gone on to
careers in the field, and a continuous series of scholarly publications of the highest quality. But one of
the truths about scholarship that-Rosenthal took care to remind us of when we were his students is
that scholarly works of the highest quality soonest become obsolete, since they arouse more interest
and stimulate more new scholarship than mediocre works can possibly do. Who can say then how
long Rosenthal’s works will remain standard?

But there is another aspect of his career that time cannot diminish nor erase from the memory of

- those who know him and read what he has written. This is the spirit that animates his work, his sense
of responsibility and devotion to the advancement of knowledge. In his Knowledge Triumphant he
takes a Muslim view of knowledge and makes it his own: “In defense against the world as well as on
account of the intrinsic nature of knowledge, scholars must band together, in order to insure the

- persistence of knowledge in the world by communicating with each other, and above all, by
transmitting their knowledge to others, if they are deserving. Nothing is more sterile than uncom-
municated knowledge. Nothing is more significant for society at large than the small groupings of
teachers and students. Nothing, in short, has greater basic value for society than knowledge.”

It is this spirit which has animated Franz Rosenthal’s career as a scholar, and it is in this same spirit
that some of us who have been fortunate enough to be his students, colleagues, and friends, have
banded together to dedicate to him these essays as tokens of our gratitude and esteem.

JAMES A. BELLAMY
Jacon LASSNER
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BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS

RANZ ROSENTHAL, Sterling Professor Emeritus of Arabic

and Semitic studies at Yale University, died on Tuesday, 8 April

2003, in Branford, Connecticut. He was born in Berlin, Ger-
many, on 31 August 1914, the second son of Kurt W. Rosenthal, a
flour merchant, and Elsa Rosenthal (née Kirschstein). In 1932 he
entered the University of Berlin, where he studied classics with Werner
Jaeger and Richard Walzer, and oriental languages and civilizations
with Hans Heinrich Schaeder, Carl Becker, Eugen Mittwoch, Bruno
Meissner, Erich Ebeling, and Paul Kraus. He received his Ph.D. in
1935. After teaching for a year in Florence, Italy, he became instructor
at the Lehranstalt (formerly Hochschule) fiir die Wissenschaft des -
Judentums, a rabbinical seminar in Berlin. He left Germany shortly
after the infamous Kristallnacht in early December 1938 and went to
Sweden, where he had been invited through the good offices of the
Swedish historian of religions H. S. Nyberg. From there he went to
England and eventually came to the United States on 5§ February 1940,
having received an invitation to join the faculty of the Hebrew Union
College in Cincinnati, Ohio (1940-48). In 1943 he became a U.S. citi-
zen, and was inducted into the U.S. Army as a cook, though after basic
training he joined the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in Washington.
In 1948, he was invited to the University of Pennsylvania, where he
became full professor in 1950. In 1956, Rosenthal was appointed
Louis M. Rabinowitz Professor of Semitic Languages at Yale Univer-
sity. He became Sterling Professor in 1967, and emeritus in 1985.

Rosenthal was a member of numerous professional organizations,
including the American Philosophical Society and the American Orien-
tal Society (president, 1964-65), and the recipient of further academic
honors (including the Giorgio Levi della Vida Medal, 1977) and hon-
orary degrees (Hebrew Union College, Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem, Tel Aviv University, the University of Tiibingen, and Columbia
University).

Franz Rosenthal’s scholarly work is vast and covers most aspects of
Arabic and Islamic studies and Semitic studies. He began his career
with two monographs on Aramaic studies: his dissertation on Palmyre-
nian inscriptions was published as Die Sprache der palmyrenischen
Inschriften in 1936, when he was barely twenty-two; in 1938, while
still in Germany, he completed his history of Aramaic studies (Die
aramaistische Forschung), which was awarded the Lidzbarski Medal
and Prize (though he never received the prize money, the capital of
the Lidzbarski Foundation having disappeared under the Nazis). Al-
though he was soon to move on to other fields, he never lost interest in
Aramaic and Semitic studies and produced, in addition to numerous
articles and translations in those disciplines, A Grammar of Biblical

[442]



Repubiiic but decided to devote his life to vawous projects
on labor relations. In 1923 he accepted an appointment at
the University of Breslau and in 1933 emigrated to the U. S.
because of the Nazis. After a pq{ylod at Harvard, he became
professor at Dartmouth Col!ege

He was a person of rare rellg:é)us force and believed that
the importance of language is in 1€ts relationship to authentic
human experience and religious life. His importance to
Jewish philosophy is his extraordinary influence on Franz
*Rosenzweig, who came to him in Leipzig in 1913 when he
was also ' considering conversion. After a memorable
discussion in - which Rosenzwe?g took the stand of a
relativist and Rosenstock that fof a religious thinker,
Rosenzweig left Leipzig in July% 1913 and promised to
convert. However, instead of undei‘gomg baptism he found
his way back to Judaism. %

In World War [ both served i
different fronts, and an important
oped between them. In these high
Christianity and Judaism between Rosenstock and Rosen-
zweig (Judaism Despite Christianity, 1969), Rosenstock
attacked Judaism violently and Rosenzweig defended it.
They also touched on many curreht problems. Studies of
the correspondence were made By D. Emmet and A.
Altmann (included in Judaism Despite Christianity).

Rosenzweig’s major philosophical work, Stern der
Erioesung (“The Star of Redemption,” 1921), was written
while he was still under the influenge of Rosenstock. The
relation between the two thinkers was existential. Rosen-
zweig accepted from Rosenstock: (a) the uncompromising
necessity to take a religious stand on current questions,
while abandoning the attitude of productivity for its own
sake; (b) the importance of languagg and time in terms of
religious philosophy; and (c) the congept of cyclical time in
terms of yearly religious events. Ag an outcome of their
relationship, Rosenzweig attempted to construct a philoso-
nhy of history that recognizes two true religions, Judaism
and Christianity, which have theig unity in Adam and
separate historical configuration. jAfter World War I
Rosenstock, in the journal Die Kreatur, attempted to bring
Catholics, Protestants, and Jews together for an exchange
of views. On the other hand, he accepted from Rosenzweig
the positive evaluation of the French Revolution as the
Johanine Age. In his early writings he had a negative
attitude to the age of emancipation (Judaism Despite
Christianity, pp. 143-158).

| the German army, on
correspondence devel-
y interesting letters on

The philosophy of language that Rosenstock developed in 1916
in a pamphlet for Rosenzweig later qalled Angewandie Seelen
Kunde (Darmstadt, 1924) was written to explain his theological
language theory. In it he took his point pf departure in the saying,
“God called me therefore I am.™ Rosenstock’s dialogue theory
precedes that of Martin *Buber, and in contrast to the I-Thou of
Buber, he emphasizes the dynamism of the situation which changes
from instant to instant. They agree on tbfe fact that the Thou always

precedes the 1.
In his book Qur of Re}olunon

’5938 Rosenstock explains

European history in accordance with agcychcal calendrical outlook,
in which he considers the repctltxon of events as an important

factor. This theory developed in the
accepted by Rosenzweig not in terms
yearly repetition of the holidays. Bot

war letter of 1916 and was
Lf history but in terms of the
thinkers gave up university

careers after World War [ in their attempt to reach the common

people. Rosenstock became intereste
education, first in Germany and t
Roosevelt invited him to train leaders
Corps. Some of his disciples in Ger
movement against Hitler during the w
camps. The interest in his philosof

considerably since 1945, Rosenstock’

Multiformity of Man (1949); The

d in labor camps and adult
hen in the U.S. President
for the civiltan Conservation
nany attempted a resistance
ar, and died in concentration
hy in Germany has grown
s other works include: The
Driving Power of Western

Su&ﬁt{\ccl

<. ‘\L‘ 1

(1966).

Bibliography: K. Ballerstedt, £. Rosenstock-Huessy,

Bibliogra-

phy and Biography (1959); P. Smith, Historian and History (1964);
L. Sabine, in: Universitas, 8 (1965/66), pt. 3; H. Stahmer, Speak

That | May See Thee! (1968).
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ROSENTHAL, ERICH [1912-), U.S. sociologist. Born in

Wetzlar, Germany, Ros

thal studied in Germany and the

U.S. A studeat of Loyis Wirth, he became a research
associate at the University of Chicago, research consultant
of Group Work agencies in Chicago, director of research

at the Chicago Bureau

sociology at Roosevelt
Chicago and Evanston,

from 1951 at Queens
reputation rests with his
Jews in America. His wo
Intermarriage in the U
3-53), “Jewish Intermarr
243-64), and “Jewish Fer
62(1961), 3-27).

ROSENTHAL, ERWIN

»f War Records, and professor of

and Southwestern universities at

[11., at the University of lowa, and
ollege in New York. Rosenthal’s

work in the demography of the

rks in this field include **Studies of
nited States” (AJYB, 64 (1963),

iage in Indiana™ (AJYB, 68 (1967),
tility in the United States” (AJYB,
(wWicC]

(Isaac Jacob; 1904- ); oriental-

ist. Rosenthal, born in H
1933 to England, where

University College, Lond
on Semitic languages and
ty, and during World Wa

al tasks for the British ag
taught (from 1948) oriental studies at Cambridge Universi-

ty.
Rosenthal wrote the fo

philosephy: his dissertation,

Staat (1932), Pelitical Thoug

in the Modern National Stat
edition of Averro€s’ commer
also wrote Judaism and Islam
Rosenthal edited
Christianity {Law and Religio

Hebraists.

include a biography, Don

eilbronn, Germany, emigrated in
he became lecturer in Hebrew at
n. From 1936 to 1944 he lectured
literature at Manchester universi-
II carried out various education-
my and foreign office. Rosenthal

lowing works on Arabic political
Ibn Khalduns Gedanken ueber den
t in Medieval Islam (1958), and /slam
(1965), and he published a’critical
tary on Plato’s Republic (1956). He
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Erbe in der juedischen Religionsphilosophie des Mittelalters, the F.
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scholar. Rosenthal, who

studied with E. Hildeshe

and at Berlin and Leipzig

1971). He also edited Sa

gave in 1957, and Studia Semitica (2
adya Studies (1943). (Ep.]

AND (1838-1921), rabbi and
was born in Kenese, Hungary,
mer at the Eisenstadt Yeshivah
niversities. He served as rabbi at

Beuthen, Silesia (from 1862) and Breslau (from 1878). He

was the first Orthodox
Deutscher Rabbinerverba
bers were Reform. Rosent
in early talmudic history.
His published works inclu

rabbi to join the Allgemeiner
d, the majority of whose mem-
hal’s scholarly interest lay chiefly

e: Erlaesse Caesars und die Senats-

consulte in Josephus (1879)

and Vier apokryphische -Buecher

(1885). Rosenthal edited thqf responsa of Jacob *Tam (from his
Sefer ha-Yashar., 1898) and gwas coeditor of the D. *Kaufmann
memonal volume (1900), lo%whlch he contributed Kaufmann's

biography. [ED]

ROSEVFHAL FRANZ (1914~ ), orientalist. Rosenthal
“was born m Berlin, where he obtained his doctorate for a
thests on Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften (1936).
He was the first winner of the Lidzbarki Medal of the Inter-
national Congress of Orientalists, for his book Die aramais-
lische Forschung seit Theodor Noeldekes Veroeffentlichun-
gen (1939). In 1940 he became assisiant professor at Hebrew
Union College, in Cincinnati, in 1948 professor at the
University of Pennsylvania, and in 1956 professor at Yale
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PROFESSOR FRANZ ROSENTHAL

This volume is dedicated to the memory of a remarkable scholar, who
was rightly said to be the last of the great generation of all-embracing
scholars in the fields of classical Middle Eastern studies, a scholar who
has left his mark on several different disciplines, who taught a whole
generation of younger scholars, and who contributed a large number of
fundamental works in the various fields of his interest.'

Rosenthal was deeply interested in Arabic manuscripts, chiefly of
philosophical character, and more particularly in the Greek heritage in
Islamic literature; in various aspects of Muslim culture and life, as ex-
pressed in the different genres of Arabic literature, and in particular in
Muslim historiography, in the Muslim attitudes to such diverse subjects
as humour, the use of narcotics, the view of life, and mamy others; and
in the study of Aramaic inscriptions and Aramaic literature of different
epochs. In all of these fields he contributed substantial studies, usually
embracing a vast domain, and displaying wide and deep erudition, pre-
senting his topic of study in a clear, lucid and authoritative manner. In
his breadth of knowledge, in the thoroughness of his presentations, and
in the courage to tackle large and often entirely unexplored subjects,
he has hardly an equal in the twentieth century. His great predecessor,
Theodor Noldeke, could have served him as a model. Rosenthal, like
Noldeke, was also interested in Semitic languages and in Arabic litera-
ture, and yet there are considerable differences between them in their
approach to their subject-matter and in their style of writing. Noldeke
figures in the title-page of Rosenthal’s first major publication, which ex-
plores the Aramaic research since the time of Noldeke to the late 1930’s,
the date of that book.? While Rosenthal’s main interest was mostly
"L Much of the biographical information in this short tribute is culled from the il-
luminating arbicle written by Josef van Ess, “Franz Rosenthal (1914-2003). Alte
und Neue Welt im Leben eines Orientalisten”, Zeitschrift der Deutschen Mor-
genlindischen Gesellschaft 155 (2005): 51-67, and from the obituary of Franz Rosen-
thal by Dimitri Gutas in the Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, vol.
149 (2005): 442-446. I have also benefited from the bibliography of the writings
of Rosenthal prepared by Gerhard Endress and Oliver Overwien, “Verzeichnes der

Schriften von Franz Rosenthal”, Oriens 36 (2001): xiii-xxdv.
2 Rosenthal, Die aremaistische Forschung seit Th. Néldeke’s Veraffentlichungen
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kalam is inherently dialectical, that kalam
is not merely theology, but the process of
arguing about theology. To participate in
kaldm one must have an opponent. The
Arabic sources do offer some evidence of
the existence of theological foes to the
Umayyads, including the gadarites, vari-
ous kharijite groups and at least some of
the murji ‘ites, incidentally all later labeled
as heretics. By contrast, their Umayyad
interlocutors remain largely invisible. The
sophistication of the arguments made by
Umayyad opponents and the evolution of
those arguments suggest that they were
engaged in debate with competent, pro-
Umayyad scholars who could challenge
their views effectively.

Uncovering the theological view-
points of these pro-Umayyad
mutakallimiin, or in some cases even iden-
tifying them, remains a difficult task, Un-
fortunately, it is improbable that a cache of
previously undiscovered Umayyad era
sources will suddenly materialize to trans-
form our understanding of Umayyad era
kaldm. This should notdeter us from trying
to uncover Umayyad views. Instead, in
order to see beyond the virtual silence of
early sources regarding Umayyad theo-
logical activities, we must loock more care-

fully at the sources that are available and
pay particular attention to Syrian sources,
such as Ibn ‘Asakir’s Taritkh madinat
Dimashqand al-Mizzi’s Tahdhib al-kamal,
even though they are not particularly early.

A close examination of biogra-
phies of Syrian scholars from the Umayyad
period does reveal their concern with mat-
ters of theology and their active participa-
tion in kalam. For instance, many of the
theological views of ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
‘Amr al-Awza ‘1, arguably the most influ-
ential scholar of the Umayyad period, can
be gleaned from Ibn ‘Asakir's 82 page
biography. From a close reading of Ibn
‘Asakir and other sources, we can recon-
struct al-Awza‘l’s conception of faith
(imdn), his basis for rejecting ‘Alid claims

and, his position on gadar and other aspects

of his theological views. .

Ibn ‘Asakir also offers important
insights into the career of Makhiil al-Shami,
who is mistakenly labeled as a qadarite by
some moderuischolars. Instead, he actively
debated a variety of theological topics and
taught Hadith to the children of the
Umayyad caliphs.

It is also important to look more
closely at scholars who are not usually
identified as Syrians, but had close connec-

Franz Rosenthal
1914-2003

tions to Damascus. For instance, the
Medinan al-Zuhri, who is often described
as the first to write down Hadith (in some
sources after being ordered to do so by the
caliph Hishdm), spent significant periods
of time in Damascus and answered ques-
tions from several Umayyad caliphs. In
fact, much of Ibn “Asakir’s 93 page biog-
raphy of al-Zuhri describes his interactions
with ‘Abd al-Malik and Hisham.

Dispensing with the assumption
that Bilad al-Sham was devoid of intellec-
tual, particularly theological, activity dur-
ing the early Islamic period, may signifi-
cantly alter our understanding of the devel-
opment of Islamic theology. The recon-
struction of the theological atmosphere of
Umayyad Damascus requires us to rely on
later, particularly Syrian sources like Ibn
‘Asakir and to dig deeply into the biogra-
phies of scholars like al-Awza ‘1, Makhil
al-Shami and al-Zuhti, along with their
many students, who either lived in or fre-
quented the imperial capital. While this
may be a leap of faith for some, it is
certainly as tenable as the alternative of
accepting the proposition that the imperial
capital of the Islamic Empire had little or
no influence on the formation of the émerg-
ing faith.

With great sadness MEM conveys news of the death of one of its distin guished Honorary Members, Professor
Franz Rosenthal, on April 8, 2003, in New Haven, CT. He was 88, Professor Rosenthal, who emigrated from his native
Germany just before the Second World War and taught at Dropsie College before moving to Yale University, where he
spent the majority of his career, was well-known for his many outstanding publications in the fields of Arabic and Islamic
studies and in Aramaic studies, including A History of Muslim Historiography, Knowledge Triumphant, his translation
of Ibn Khaldun’s Mugaddima, and dozens of other titles.

A fuller notice on Franz Rosenthal will appear in a future issue of al- Usur ai-Wista.
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X3 Introduction

be placed such rescarches as Horovit’s essay on the use of
isnads or chains of authorities, Becker’s examination of the
Sira (the standard biography of the prophet Muhammad) and
its relation to the badith and other material, and Fiick’s mon-
ograph on Ibn Ishiq (Frankfurt, 1925). The motivating as-
sumption underlying this work was the idea that the general
reliability of the Arabic historiographical tradition, in the face
of the criticisms raised against it, could only be demonstrated
by showing that the tradition itself was something that .had
evolved naturally, and was not merely a composite of spurious
and tendentious fragments pasted together at a much later
date. In order to show this, however, one had to understand
the historiographical tradition much more fully, and the ob-
ject of these researches was to help meet this need.

For reasons that are far from clear, the pace of such detailed
historiographical rescarch slowed in the period following World
War I—perhaps because the war itself had left in a shambles
the European academic establishment, particularly that. of
Germany, which had led the van in these historiographical
studics. There were a few noteworthy cxceptions, of course,
notably some of the studics by Brockclmann, Horovitz, and
Robert Brunschvig—but by and large the detailed study of
historiographical issucs scems to have fallen into neglect after
about 1925, and few new names were to take up the challenge
for some decades. Evidence of this attitude of neglect can even
be found in the first edition of the Encydopacdia of Islam, which
appeared in Leiden between 1913 and 1934. This massive
reference work did feature biographies of a number of impor-
tant carly Arab historians (e.g., Ibn Ishaq, al-Wigidi, Sayf ibn
‘Umar, al-Zuhri, al-Madd'ini, Aba Mikhnaf, “Urwa ibn al-
Zubayr, ctc.), but some of thesc were rather spare first at-

tempts; and of the articles on fundamental historiographical

topics, such as isnad, hadith, or ta'rikh (dating, history), many
werc very bricf and displayed the general lack of sophistication
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of this branch of Islamic studies. Readers had to await the
appearance of the Supplement to the first edition, which ap-
peared in 1938, to read the pioncering article on “Ta’rikh”
(History) by H.A.R. Gibb, one of the relatively few scholars
to take up the question of historiography in carnest during
the inter-war period. Among practicing historians dealing with
the early Islamic period, the general attitude seems to have
remained, for the most part, one of benign neglect of histo-
riography. Few took up Caetani’s lead, and even as late as the
1970s some authors still found it possible to construct novel
interpretive histories of early Islam without any reference to
historiographical issues or methods. M. A. Shaban’s Islamic
History, 600-750 A.D./132 A.H.—A New Interpretation (Cam-
bridge, 1971), can be cited as a case in point.

It was only after World War II that the pace of research on
carly Arabic historiography again quickened and concern for
the subject spread. Shortly after the war appeared two articles
that focused attention anew on the relation between Arabic
legal and historical texts: Brunschvig’s “Ibn ‘Abdalhakam ct
la conquéte de PAfrique du Nord par les Arabes” (Faculté des
Lettres de 'Université d’Alger, Annales de PInstitut d’Etudes
Orientales 6 [1942-1947), pp. 108-155), and J. Schacht’s “A
Revaluation of Islamic Traditions” (JRAS, 1949, pp. 143-154). °
But the main impetus to the accelerated pace of historiograph-
ical study was provided by the appearance of three books. The
first was Franz Rosenthal’s A History of Muslim Historiggraphy
(first edition, Leiden, 1952). Its purpose was not to address
the debate over the historicity of the sources that most con-
cerned historians, an issue that Rosenthal deliberately and ex-
plicitly sidestepped: “. .. we are not concened here with the
value of historical works as source material for the writing of
the history of a particular period” (p. 6). The author intended,
rather, to examine the conception of history held by Muslim
scholars and to trace the development of history as a branch
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Franz Rosenthal
(31 Agustos 1914-8 Nisan 2003)

Arap edebiyati, Sami dilleri ve Islim tarihi ala-
nmdaki c¢abismalarryla tanman Yale Universite-
si'nden emekli profesér Franz Rosenthal, 8 Nisan
2003'te Connecticut eyaletinin Branford kasabasin-
da uzun siiren hastaligimin ardindan 88 yasmnda
6ldi. Rosenthalin cenaze tbreni 10 Nisan 2003
Pergembe giinli New Haven'daki Shure Cenaze
Evi'nde gerceklestirildi. Alaninda gerek Avrupa’da
gerekse Islim diinyasinda dikkatleri iizerine ceken
Rosenthal’in anisina Yale Universitesinde resmi bir
anma toplantisi tertip edildi.

Franz Rosenthal, 31 Agustos 1914’te Berlin’de Yahudi bir ailenin ¢ocugu
olarak diinyaya geldi. 1932’de Berlin Universitesi'nde egitim-6gretim hayatina
~ bagladi ve burada klasik diller, Dogu medeniyetleri ve dilleri {izerine ¢alisti.
Carl Becker, Richard Walzer ve Paul Kraus onu yetistiren hocalanindan sadece
birkagidir. VIII-X. ylizyillar arasinda Antik Yunan medeniyetine ait eserlerin
Arapcaya terciime edilmesi sonucu olusan bilgi birikimi, Avrupali oryantalist-
lerin esas ilgi alanim olusturmustur. Bu ylizden heniiz {iniversiteye baslamadan
dnce bu alanda calisacak olan kisiler Dogu dillerini 6grenmek icin temel bir
egitim siirecinden gecmektedirler. S6z konusu gelenege uyarak Rosenthal de
ayni egitim sifirecinden gegmistir. Esasen Rosenthalin diller konusundaki
bagaris: diger alanlardaki bagarisint gélgede birakacak diizeydeydi.

Arami dillerine yénelik ilgisi nedeniyle akademik aragtirmalarma ilk énce

. bu dillerle ilgili ¢aligmalariyla baglayan Rosenthal, 1935’te Palmyra Kitabeleri
tizerine hazirladig) Die Sprache der palmyrenischen Inschriften und ihre Stellung
innerhalb des Aramaischen baglikh teziyle doktorasini tamamladi. Ertesi yil ise

bu galigmasini yayimlayarak genel okuyucu kitlesinin tenkit ve begenisine
sundu. Italya’da bir yil &gretmenlik yaptiktan sonra Berlin’de bulunan
Lehranstalt fir die Wissenchaft des Judentums adli bir haham okulunda
asistan olarak goreve bagladi. Kariyerine Arami dilleriyle ilgili hazirladig iki
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da basarili olmalar, diplomatik marifetlerine ek olarak simirlarinin
disindaki diinyaya ait bilgiler konusunda buyik tecriibelerinden
kaynaklanmaktadir.

Sonuca geldik. EyyUbiler o zaman ki ve daha sonra ki elegtir-
menlerin iddia ettikleri gibi, gonilstiz savasgcilardi, fakat oniarn
béyle olmalar gerektigini gésteren sebepler oldugunu ortaya koy-
maliyim. Ve benzer sekilde ilk dénem Memlikleri yogun bir sekilde
ilk firsatta Hagh devletlerinin elinden Suriye’yi kurtarma amaci Uze-
rine odaklandilar. Bu politika bir yéniiyle ideolojiden kaynaklanma-
sina ragmen akildigt bagnazikla ifade edilemezdi. Aksine
Meml(iklerin miras aldiklar diinyanin jeopolitik gergekleri bdyle bir
politikayi zorunlu kiliyordu; en azindan ylizlesmek zorunda oldukla-
rt gerceklerin ciddi ve gercekgi degerlendirmesini yansitiyordu. Ha-
tirlarsak, Eyy(biler ve Meml{kler birbirleri ile cihad (izerinde &rti-
stiyorlards; onlar mitkemmel bir titizlik ve sliphesiz miikemmel bir
samimiyetle, birbirine zit uygulamalan yaptilar.

C.U. Ilahiyat
Fakiiltesi Dergisi
XI/1 - 2007, 379-401

Franz Rosenthal’in Hayatr’ 7
Yazan: Dimitri GUTAS™
Geviren: Dr. Yusuf DOGAN™

Yale Universitesi'nde Arapca ve Sami dilleri® (izerine gahsmala-

' 1 olan? degerli emekli Profesér Franz Rosenthal, 8 Nisan 2003 Sall

“Bu calisma Dimitri Gutas'in “THE LIFE OF FRANZ ROSENTHAL" adlt makalesinden
cevrilmistir. Bu biyografi el-Ustru’-Vustd'da (sy. 15.2, October 2003, Chicago,
s. 35-37) ve Proceedings of The American Philosophical Society'de (c. 49, sy. 3,
Eyliil, 2005, s. 442-446) vyayilanmistir. Franz Rosenthal; Ortacagda din, dil,
edebiyat, felsefe ve kiiltor ile ilgili gahsmalartyla bilinen meshur bir oryantalisttir.
Biz de onu Arap dili ve edebiyati ile ilgili galismalan olan bir filolog olmasi sebe-
biyle tanrtmak istedik ve bu biyografiyi cevirdik. Ancak yaptlacak yahn bir tercii-
menin eksik kalacagint diisiindiik ve dipnotiarla destekleyerek gevirlyi onun do-
gumundan itibaren, sosyal ve ilmi gevre, hatta ders aldigt hocalanina kadar zen-
‘ginlestirmeye gayret ettik. Béylece onunla ilgili ulagabildigimiz bilgileri degerlen-
dirmeye cahstik. Giinkii Rosanthal oniarca kitap, ylzden fazla makale, ansikilope-
di maddesi gibi bircok galismaya imza atmus bir oryantalisttir. Bu tercime ile
onun cahsmalarinda titizlikle ortaya koydudu konularin incelenmesine dikkat
cekmeyi amagladik. Boylece onun hakkinda bilinenlerle birlikte Islam dini, kURt0-
rii, tarihi, felsefesi ile ilgili diger calismalarindaki edilimleri de ortaya konabilir.
Burada dipnot bilgilerinin tamaminin tarafimizdan eklendigini séylememiz gere-
kir. o

* vakin Dodu Dilleri ve Medeniyeti Bolimi Arap Dili Profesoril olan Dimitri Gutas'in,

Arap Dili ve Edebiyati, Yunanca-Arapga gevirisi ve islam felsefesi Gzerine ¢als-

malar bulunmaktadir. Onun eserlerinden Greek Thought Arabic Culture, Litfl

Simsek tarafindan “Yunan Ddstince Arapca Kilttir” adiyla Tiirkceye gevrildi (Kitap

Yayinevi, Istanbul, 2003). Gutas, Franz Rosenthal’in emekli oldugu ayni Gniversi-

tede ve ayni béliimde gahsmaktadir. Dolayisiyla Gutas onun hayatini kaleme al-

mistir. http://www.yale.edu/nelc/dgutas.htmil.
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1 'sami difler, Sami-Hami dil ailesindendir.- Bu adin Nuh'un {as) biiyik ogluna izafe-
ten verildigi sdylenir. Bu dilter, Dodu ve Bati kollarina ayrilir, Dogu kolunda yal-

" nizca Akadca dili vardir. Bati kolu ise, kuzey ve giliney bolimlerine aynlir. Kuzey
béliimii, Kenani ve Arami olmak iizere ikiye béliinlr. Kenani, eski Fenike ve Filis-
tin'de konusulmustur. israilogullarnin konustuéu ibranice bu kola baghdir. Eski
Ahid'in blyiik bir bslimi bu dilde yazilmistir. Ardmice ise Arabistan’dan cikarak
kuzeye yayllmistir. Arémice ozellikle Perslerin hakimiyetinde Yunanistan, Misir,
Anadolu, Suriye, Kuzey Mezopotamya, Iran ve hatta Afganistan’a kadar genis bir
hélgede kullanifmugtir, Ancak su anda &lmeye ylz tutmiustur. Aramice dbrt ana





