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MEHMED PASHA RAMI — MEHMED PASHA, SULTAN-ZADE

and not of the sword, he was unpopular with the
army, particularly the Janissaries, and this was bound
to lead to his fall (cf. GOR, vii, 72). In the great rising
in Istanbul which lasted four weeks, beginning with
the enthronement of Sultan Mustafa IT and ending
with his deposition (9 Rabi® II, 1115/22 August 1703),
his career came to an end. He was disgraced, but par-
doned in the same year and appointed governor, first
of Cyprus, then of Egypt (October 1704). His gover-
norship there terminated as unhappily as his grand
viziership (cf. GOR, vii, 133, following Rishid and La
Motraye). In Djumada I 1118/September 1706, he
was dismissed and sent to the island of Rhodes, where
he died in Dhu 'I-Hidjdja 1119/March 1707, either
under torture or a result of it (cf. GOR, vii, 134,
quoting the internuntius Talman). Mehmed Pasha
Raml is regarded as a brilliant stylist, as the two col-
lections of his offical documents (insha”) containing no
less than 1,400 pieces, distinguished by their simple
clear and elevated style, amply show (cf. the mss. in
Vienna, Nat. Bibl. nos. 296 and 297, in G. Flagel,
Dre arab., pers. u. tirk. Hss., i, 271-2). Mehmed Pasha
Rami also left a complete Diwdn, of which specimens
are available in the Tedhkire of his son-in-law Silim
(cf. F. Babinger, GOW, 272-3; printed Istanbul
1315). His poetical gifts were inherited by his son
‘Abd Allah Refet (cf. Bursali Mehmed Tihir,
Othmanli mi’ellifleri, ii, 187).

Bibliography: J. von Hammer, GOR, vii,
passim; the history of the Istanbul rising was written
by Mehmed Shefik; ‘Othmanli mi’ellifleri, ii, 186;
Salim, Tedhkire,  252-8; ‘Othmanzide Ahmad
Ta’ib, Hadikat il-wiizard®, Istanbul 1271, at the end;
Ahmad Resmi [¢.v.], Khalifat al-ru’asa®, Istanbul
1269, 47; Sidpll-i “othmani, ii, 367; von Hammer,
Geschichte der Osmanischen Dichthunst, iv, 26; [A, art.
Mehmed Pasa Rimi (Bekir Sitki Baykal).

4 (F. BABINGER)
MEHMED PASHA, RUM or Romi (d

883/1478), Ottoman Grand Vizier.

Being of kul status, his origins, whether Greek or
Albanian, are obscure. Sultan Mehemmed 11 lg.0.]
admitted him into his intimate circle after the unsuc-
cessful Albanian campaign of 870/1466 during which
Mehmed Pasha became Second Vizier. In 1468/872
he joined the campaign against Karamin [see
KARAMAN-OGHULLAR{], during which he manifested
his rivalry with the Grand Vizier Mahmid Pasha
[g.0.]. Instead of him, Mehmed Pasha was charged
with the deportation of selected members of the
populations of the cities of Karaman, Konya [g.2.]
and Laranda [g.0.], mainly artisans, other profes-
sionals and merchants. The older Ottoman chronicles
agree in the disapproval of the Greek’s harsh treat-
ment of the Muslim people in question, giving a pic-
ture of this Pasha as if he were effecting an act of
revenge for the Istanbul Greek population’s fate (cf.
‘.—rxs_hfkpaﬁa-zide, tr. R.F. Kreutel, Vom Hirtenzelt zur
Hokhen Pforte, Graz, etc. 19591, 201 f., 238, 240 f., see

- also idemn, ed. (.lel-, Istanbul 1332, 143, 170, 191).

As a reward for his zeal in serving his master’s
policy of repopulating the city of Istanbul, Rim
Mehmed Pasha was appointed Grand Vizier instead
of Mahmid Pagha in 873/1468-9. The members of his
faction were given important positions too; inter alios,
Molla Mehmed Wildin became Kadi-asker, whilst
Khass Murad, Gedik Ahmed and Ozgiroghlu ‘Isa
Bey all became viziers. His continued harsh policy
towards the Muslim population of Karamin, which
included the wide-scale confiscation of frechold pro-
perty and wakfs, caused an armed resistance organised
by the Karaminoghlu princes Pir Mehmed and

Kasim, who made themselves masters of the town of
Laranda. Mehmed Pasha’s counter-offensive was
swift. Laranda and Eregli were destroyed in
874/1469-70. All local wakf and private property was
confiscated. Moving 1o Alanya (‘Al@’iyye [g.2.]), he
was unable to conquer that fortress town. Contem-
porary sources tried to explain this lack of vigour as
due to Mehmed Pasha’s being married to a sister of
Kilidj Arslan, the last Bey of Alanya. The Grand
Vizier continued his punitive - expedition by
persecuting the Warsak Tirkmen tribe, who were
able to inflict a defeat on Ram Mehmed’s forces in the
Cilician mountains. Mehemmed 11 dismissed his
Grand Vizier for this failure (875/1470-1). Rim
Mehmed Pasha was thereupon given a command in
the expedition to conquer Negroponte (Eghriboz
{g.2.]) in Dhu ’I-Hidjdja 874 and Muharram 875/June
and July 1470. The rivalry between him and
Mahmid Pasha and Karamani Mehmed Pasha [g. v.]
must have been the cause of his downfall and execu-
tion in 877/1472-3. Some sources cite Rim Mehmed
Pasha’s involvement in the repopulation of Istanbul
as an example of his talent as a financial
administrator. He seems to have introduced the levy
of rent on houses (the so-called mukdta‘a) from the
newly-settled inhabitants of the new capital, who till
then had enjoyed their new property rights free of any
taxation (cf. I4 art. Mehmed I (H. Inalcik)). Ram
Mehmed Pasha seems to have been an efficient instru-
ment of Mehemmed II's centralising policies,
especially those of turning private landholdings into
state property (miri) at the expense of the old-
established local population, in this way creating timar
estates for the Sultan’s servants.

He was the founder of inter alia a beautifully situated
killiyye at Uskiidar, of which the mosque s still stand-
ing, overlooking the Bosphorus: one of the few
buildings in fact left from the days of the Conqueror.
Next to the mosque stands the tirbe in which the
founder lies buried, together with a grandson and his
daughter.
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MEHMED PASHA SARI, DEFTERDAR, BAKKAL-
OGHLU [see SART MEHMED PASHA]

MEHMED PASHA SOKOLLI, TawiL [see
SOKOLLT, SOKOLLU] _ _

MEHMED PASHA, SULTAN-ZADE, Djrwin
Karipyi-Basni, Semin (1010-56/1602-46), Ottoman
Grand Vizier.

He was born in Istanbul as the son of ‘Abd al-
Rahman Bey (himself a son of Semniz Ahmed Pasha,
Grand Vizier 887-8/1579-80, by origin an Albanian
dewshirme boy) and of Hiimishah ‘Adshe Khanim
Sulidn, a daughter of Cighala-zide Sinin Pasha
[g.v.], thus being a grandson of Princess Mihr-i Mah



