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etc.) nor with other Arabs, and have preserved their
own dialect and traditions. They live in small family
groups (dar) of two to eight tents, grouped together in
the dry season in an encampment (farig) of 100 to 200
persons who recognise the authority of an ‘%mda. The
cohesion of the community as a whole is not kept
together by any central authority able to represent
them vis-a-vis the political authorities.

The men wear a long shirt over trousers with wide
legs, have on their heads a voluminous turban and
never move anywhere without a long whip. The
womenfolk wear long black robes and a veil of mate-
rial and leather decorated with embroidery in which
two square holes are made for the eyes. Among the
young girls, the veil, decorated with cowrie shells,
hides only the nose and mouth.

Bibliography: W. Young, The effect of labour
migration on relations of exchange amongst the Rashaayda
Bedouin of Sudan, in Revue européenne des migrations in-
ternationales, 11/1 (1986), 121-36; idem, The Days of
Joy: a structuralist analysis of weddings among the
Rashaayda Arabs of Sudan, diss. UCLA 1988; I.
Kohler-Rollefson ef alii, The camel pastoral system of the
southern Rashaida in eastern Sudan, in Nomadic Peoples,
xxix (1991), 68-76. (A. Rouaup)
RASHID, RoserTta, a town in Egypt, situated in

lat. 31° 24’ N., long. 30° 24’ E., on the western bank
of the western branch of the Nile. The town which is
situated near the site of the ancient Bélbouthis (Greek
Bolbitin€) seems not to have existed before the Arab
conquest. Even at the beginning of the 8th century
A.D., the papyri mention only the name of Bolbitiné
as emporium for merchandise from Upper Egypt
(Bell, The Aphrodite papyrt, 1414, 1. [59], 102, etc.).
Till the 9th century A.D., ships sailed direct to
Fuwwa; but owing to the excessive depositing of the
silt in this region, Rashid began to take its place.

Rashid is first mentioned in 132/750 when the
Copts of the town revolted against the caliph Marwén
II who had taken refuge in Egypt from the ‘Abbasids
(al-Kindi, Wulat, 96). In 278/891-2, al-Ya‘kibi
(Buldan, 338) mentions its port. When the Fatimid
heir-apparent (the future caliph al-K#%im) tried to
conquer Egypt in 307/920, his fleet was prevented by
an ‘Abbasid squadron from sailing into the mouth of
the Raghid branch of the Nile, and was then an-
nihilated (al-Kindi, Wulat, 276).

Rashid is numbered among the kiras [g.v.] of Egypt
(al-Yakubi, loc. cit.; al-Kuda®i, quoted by al-Makrizi,
Khitat, ed. Wiet, i, 311, 1. 5). After the reorganisation
of the provinces of Egypt, probably during the reign
of the Fatimid caliph al-Mustansir (427-87/1035-94),
it became a unit of its own, not belonging to any of
the newly-created provinces of the Delta. Al-Idrisi,
Opus geographicum (ed. E. Cerulli & alir), 343, describes
it as a commercial town and mentions the fishery ac-
tivities on the Nile and the Sea and the export of pick-
led mussels (dallinas). The Arab geographers usually
qualify Rashid as a frontier station (thaghr), where
probably customs were levied. In the 8th/14th cen-
tury, its revenues were given as an #£/@* to Mamlik of-
ficers; but ca. 885/1480, under sultan Kavit Bay, it
was part of the crown-lands (al-khdss al-sultini; Ibn al-
Dji‘an, al-Tuhfa, ed. B. Moritz, Cairo 1898, 138). In
the last years of the 8th/14th century, Ibn Dukmak
(al-Intisar, ed. Vollers, Cairo 1893, v, 113-14) calls
Rashid a ribat and says that the inhabitants of the
town were exclusively volunteers (murdbitin).

After the Otoman conquest of Egypt in 1517 and
the decay of European trade through Alexandria,
Rashid became an important centre for maritime
trade with Istanbul and the Aegean territory of the

Turkish Empire. The viceroy ‘Ali Pasha, in
915/1509, restored its old thdns (warehouses) and fun-
duks (hostelries), built new ones, and cleared the silt
from its docks. Till modern times, its wall was main-
tained for defence against Arab raids. At the mouth of
the River, near Koém al-Afrah, two castles guarded
the waterway entrance to the town. Vansleb, who
visited Rashid in May 1672, gives a description of the
castles and their garrison (State of Egypt, London 1678,
105). When Carsten Niebuhr passed through Rashid
in November 1761, the town was the residence of a
French and a Venetian consul; it served as port of
trans-shipment for the trade between Cairo and Alex-
andria (Reisebeschretbung, 1, 56-7 andpl. VI). In 1799,
in the neighbourhood of the town, Boussard, an of-
ficer of the French Expedition, discovered the famous
Rosetta Stone with its trilingual inscription (now in
the British Museum). In 1218/1803 Rashid witnessed
al-Bardisi’s victory over the combined sea and land
forces of the Ottoman Porte; and in 1222/1807 it was
seized by the British who came to help al-Alff and his
Mamlik successors.

The town continued to flourish until Muhammad
Alf [g.7.] reconstructed the Mahmidiyya Canal for
navigation between Alexandria and the Nile, and thus
diverted the course of trade from Rashid, which
declined rapidly to a mere fishing town with but a few
minor local industries such as rough cotton weaving,
rice production and oil manufacture. Its population in
1907 was only 16,660, but in 1970 the population of
the town, which stll benefits from coastal trade and
fisheries, had risen to 36,711.

Bibliography: ‘All Pasha Mubarak, a/-Khkitat al-
Tawfikiyya, Balak 1884-9, xi, 75; Maspéro-Wiet,
Matériaux, 99-100, 173-91; M. Ramazi, al-Kamis al-
diughraft i l-bilad al-Misriypa, Cairo 1953-68, ii/2,
300; H. Halm, Agypten nach den mamlukischen Lehens-
registern, I1. Das Delta, Wiesbaden 1982, 769, map
49. _ (A.S. Ativa-[H. Haim))
RASHID, AL, an Arabian tribal dynasty

belonging to the ‘Abda clan (“ashira) of the Shammar
tribes and ruling over parts of northern and central
Arabia from 1251/1835 until 1340/1921. Although the
area under their control fluctuated with their political
fortunes, their essential power base was in the Djabal
Shammar region of northern Nadjd where they could
rely on tribal allegiance and make the small town of
Hayil [¢.0.] their centre of government.

The history of Al Rashid is closely:linked with that
of Al Suad [see su‘Op, AL], at first as their allies and
supporters, later as their rivals for domination over
central Arabia. The founder of the Rashidi dynasty,
‘Abd Allih b. Rashid, is usually presented as a close
friend and supporter of the Su‘Gdi amir Faysal b.
Su‘td and, on a religious and military level, en-
thusiastic to promote the Wahhiabi cause. He manag-
ed to establish himself as ruler in Hayil in 1251/1835
after a power struggle with cousins from the rival
family of Ibn “Ali, but to what extent he owed his posi-
tion to the Su®Gdis or to his personal abilities and
tribal backing is a subject of dispute. He was noted for
his largely successful efforts to enforce security,
despite resentment in some quarters of his pro-Su‘adi
and Wahhabi stance. He was succeeded on his death
in 1264/1847 by his eldest son Talal.

Talal’s rule from 1264-84/1847-67 saw the achieve-
ment of a high point in commercial prosperity and
stability due to his encouragement of trade. More
religiously tolerant than his father, he accepted the
settlement of Shi'T merchants from ‘Irdk, generally
hated by the Wahhabis. His apparently accidental
death from a gunshot wound led to a brief period of




|

JC

R ;\c}wrwi O?L ,_Ls‘ /éwt

292 BOOK REVIEWS

despite ‘the agreement among scholars that the concept is undefinable. B
comparison with income, there has been virtual unanimity over the past .1403
years on both the conceptual and the operational definition of riba GE]C{ i
Fangmcal forms (as specified in the Quran and the abadith) Wh;t hasoél o
21 dispute is whether a narrow set of specific, later (incfuding r'nodern) transe;cIj
trzt;zacciir;ssr‘ cannot, by analogy, be held to be similar to the canonical riba
In particular, bank interest has been held to be riba by virtually all schol
of repute. The solution to the riddle of why governments of Musi,im co Ot‘”’_‘rs
are able to collect income taxes but not prohibit bank interest ma lieblm ‘in
issues of scholarly research on the definition of 7iba than in the faz,t thatestixm
pay some US$%O billion in interest payments abroad, and perhaps an equea};
Erc:lr(;gx‘;tintgcgthelr own affluent citizens in interest on non-bank government
There are two chapters on politics. Yezid Sayegh asserts that Jordan, in th
1980s, hlas established its legitimacy, has consolidated its concept as aI; eni,"te
(by Whlch he seems to mean a bi-cultural nation-state ‘combinin tlhy
Trans;qrdaman and Palestinian communities under Hashemite rule’) g s
Constrgxned by ‘the Palestinian dimension’ in its efforts to develop a s,e o tls
Jordanian identity. Philip J. Robins presents a factual account I::)f thepalr;Sg
electoral law within the context of Jordan’s political and constitutional histor
The last two articles, on international relations, must be viewed in t}?‘
context of the place and period in which they were written, and the back rounde
of their a_uthors. Kamel Abu Jaber, a minister of the Go’vernment of ]gord
has contributed a philosophical piece in which he draws parallels between :I?’
Arab-Israeli and Iran-Iraq conflicts: ‘Arab culture in the Middle East seem te
be surr(?unded by hostile forces that wish to reduce it, if not altogether ch e
it drastically.” Saleh A. Al-Zwbi, a former diplomat and presengt Directoang;
the Strategic Studies Centre in the University of Jordan presents what a car
to be a semi-official account of Jordan’s foreign policy? pRes
The main contribution of the present volume seems to be to provide encour-

agement to'Jordaman researchers. Readers interested in Jordan would also find
this collection of articles useful.

Arshad Zaman
Karachi

Politics in an Arabian Oasis: The Rashidi Tribal Dynasty

By MADAWI AL RASHEED. London: 1. B i i
e Eoson g RASHEL n: 1. B, Tauris, 1991. Pp. 300. Price

iBaslegdsgonha% Ph. D..thesi>s in anthropology presented to Cambridge University
n 1988, this book is an important account of central Arabia’s regional politics
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in the period before the present Saudi state. The case study focuses on the
Rashidi dynasty in Najd which emerged in the nineteenth century among the
Shammar camel-herders. The Rashidis began to centralize their powers, a

process which led to the development of dynastic rule. The ethnographic

account hinges upon two major theoretical interests. The first addresses the

complexity of the Arabian political structures prior to the formation of

the modern Saudi state. The second tackles the interconnectedness between the

regional politics and the general historical framework of the nineteenth century.

More specifically, the author considers why at a given historical period the

Shammar and their amirs were engaged in political centralization. The historical

trajectory of the Rashidi tribe is examined with reference to both indigenous

and exogenous factors that contributed to the formation of the tribal dynasty,

the changes in the patterns of leadership, and local autonomy. The analysis

further elucidates how the Shammar polity experiences structural instability

and decline in the twentieth century. Finally, the decline of the Hail amirs is

placed within the context of a whole series of international historical events

such as the disintegration of the Ottoman empire and the subsequent interven-
tion of the British government as a rival power in the region.

The Rashidi tribe started to assume a predominant political and economic
role in Jabal Shammar in 1836 when Abdullah Ibn Rashid succeeded in estab-
lishing his power base in Hail. Before this event Hail was simply a village with
date groves and a small market. During the second half of the century this
village was transformed into an important oasis. It began to have some urban
characteristics such as a dense and heterogeneous population.

The study describes how the establishment of a caravan station for merchants
and pilgrims coming from Persia and Mesopotamia to visit Makka and Madina
led to an enlargement of Hail’s role. This fostered both cultural and economic
contacts between the local population and people of more established sedentary
cultures such as those of Baghdad, Basra, and Persia.

The reconstruction of status differentiation in Hail shows how a number of
groups began to form along demarcated lines. The Rashidi ruling group and
the Shammar chiefly families who settled in the oasis occupied the highest
position in the hierarchy. The merchants of Hail were the second most prosper-
ous group whose wealth was derived from involvement in the trading caravans.
They became influential as they were allied to the ruling group whose commer-
cial interests coincided with those of the merchants. The third group consisted
of the sedentary agriculturalists who owned their own land in the oasis and
cultivated mainly dates. The fourth category included the artisans who occupied
a low status as a result of their occupation and lack of tribal origin. The last
category. in the system of stratification in Hail consisted of the slaves who were
domestic servants and agricultural labourers.

The regional economy of Jabal Shammar was characterized by the juxtaposi-
tion of three economic activities, viz. pastoralism (i.e. animal herding), agricul-
ture (mainly dates), and trade. These did not constitute three separate and
specialized zones; rather they were part of a single economy.

The expansion of Abdullah Ibn Rashid’s sphere of influence and the
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the town,had already begun with the opening, in
1905, of the Dar-Haifa branch of the Hidjaz
railway {¢.v.]. This, by linking Haifa with Damascus
and Hawrén as well as with Arabia, had given a great
impetus to its development as a port. The low freight
charges, made possible by the gift capital of the
Hidiaz railway, gave it an immediate advantage over
both Jaffa and Bayrut. In 1918 a new line linked
Haifa with Southern Palestine and Egypt; the port
was improved in 1921, and a major expansion
completed in 1933, by which date the tonnage
entering Haifa harbour had quadrupled in ten years.
The completion of the oil pipeline from “Irdk in 1933
and of the refinery in 1939 also contributed greatly
to the economic growth of the city. These develop-
ments helped and were helped by a considerable
Arab immigration into the city, and, especially in
the thirties and forties, by the immigration of large
numbers of Jews, chiefly from central and eastern
Europe. Censuses held under the Mandate show the
following population figures: 1922: 9,377 Muslims,
8,863 Christians, 6,230 Jews, 164 others; 1931:
20,324 Muslims, 13,824 Christians, 15,923 Jews, 332
others. By the end of the Mandate, in 1948, the
population of Haifa was estimated at 120,000, two-
thirds of whom were Jews and the rest Arabs.

On 21 April 1948 the general commanding British
troops in Haifa informed Arab and Jewish leaders
that he was going to concentrate his forces in the
port area and the roads leading to it, and withdraw
them from the rest of the city. This announcement
was followed by a swift struggle, which left the city
in Jewish hands, and, after abortive negotiations for
a surrender, by the departure, by sea to ‘Akki and
Lebanon or overland to Nazareth, of the greater part
of the Arab population. The circumstances of this
departure remain obscure and controversial (for
varying accounts, see ®Arif al-‘Arif, al-Nakba, i,
Beirut 1956, 206-23; R. E. Gabbay, 4 political study
of the Arab-Jewish conflict, Geneva-Paris 1959, 94-5;
J. and D. Kimche, Both sides of the hill, London 1960,
115-6, 118-24; G. Kirk, The Middle East 1945-1950,
London 1954, 261-3; Walid Khalidi, The fall of Haifa,
in Middle East Forum, December 1959, 22-32;
Muhammad Nimr al-Khatib, Min athar al-nakba,
n.p. [? Damascus] 1951; N. S. Lorch, The edge of
the sword, London and New York 1961, 97-100;
H. Sacher, Israel, the establishment of a state, London
1952, 241-5; R. D. Wilson, Cordon and search,
Aldershot 1949, 167 ff. and 190).

At the present time (1965) there is an Arab popu-
lation of about 10,000 in Haifa, including Muslims,
Druzes, Bahi’is, and Christians. Most of the Muslims
live in the Wadi Nisnds quarter, on the slopes of
Mount. Carmel. The Great, or Djarayna Mosque,
damaged during the fighting in 1948, was repaired
and brought into use again in June 1949. The Carmel
village of Kababir, inhabited by Ahmadiyya [q.v.],
is now also within the city limits of Haifa.

Dibliography: in addition to that given in

the article, Le Strange, Palestine, 446; A. S.

Marmardji, Textes géographiques arabes sur Ia

Palestine, Paris 1951, §8; 1. A. Maver and J.

Pinkerfeld, Some principal Muslim religious

buildings in Israel, Jerusalem 1950, 39-40 of

English text, 35-6 of Arabic text; Palestine Explo-

ration Fund, Survey of Western Palestine, Memoirs;

R. Guérin, Description de la Palestine, Samarie, ii,

Paris 1876, 251-9, Galilée, i, Paris 1880, 499-50;

F. M. Abel, Géographie de la Palestine, ii, Paris
1938; 1. T. Dawling, The lown of Haifa, in QSPEF |
(1914), 184-9r; L. Oliphant, Haifa, or Life i_n.

modern Palestine, London 1887; J. J. Rothschild,

History of Haifa and M1. Carmel (popular outline},

Haifa 1934. (Ep.)

HAYIL or HA’IL, chief town (pop. 20 ,000 in

1385/1965) of the district of Djabal Sﬁammar in
Central Arabia, former capital of the Rashidi
dynastyn of Nadjdy~after 1340[1921 a p"}mé“’\’?iﬁ‘cml‘
capital of the enlarged realm of the House of Su‘id
(since 1351/r932 the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).
Dijabal Shammar, bounded on. the north by the
basin of the Great Nafiad, forms the natural
northwestern limit of Nadjd, although residents
of the Ha’il area sometimes refer to al-Kasim as the
northernimost district of Nadjd proper. Ha%l, situated
at an altitude of 979 metres near the eastern edge of
the granite massif of Adja® lies at the heart of the
dira of Shammar [g.v.) (of Tayyi’ of the classical
historians), dominant tribe of the area. The hill of
Samra, also known locally-as al-Mawkida, bounds

" the town on the east; the ridge Umm Arkab forms a
barrier on the north. The name Ha’il was first
applied to the wddi that runs near the edge of the
settlement, itself originally known simply as al-
Kurayya. Ha%l was mentioned by the poets Imru’
al-Kays and Tarafa b. al-‘Abd. Sprenger identifies
H32%i] with the Arre Kome of Ptolemy.

The Shammari inhabitants of Ha’il submitted to
Wahhabi [g.v.] rule in 1201/1786-7, and the early
years of the 13th/rgth century were marked by
disputes between the Houses of Ibn “Ali and Ibn
Rashid for local authority. The forces of Ibrahim
Pasha, commander of the Turco-Egyptian expedi-
tionary force, exacted tribute from Ha’il after the
fall of al-Dirtiyya {¢.v.] in 1233/1818. Occupation
troops entered the town again in 1253/1837. In 1251/ -
1835 the House of Rashid became firmly established
as rulers of Ha%l! under the suzerainty of Al Su‘ad.
Independent Djabal Shammar reached the height of
its power under Muhammad Ibn Rashid, ruler of
H3a% between 1289/1872 and 1315/1897. The town
then had a population of about 20,000 in four
quarters around the market square, al-Mashaba. On
the northeast was Barzan fortress, the construction
of which was begun by Mubammad Ibn ‘Al early in
the 13th/1gth century. The Lubda quarter was on
the south; al-Makiza on the west; and Afnan on the
northwest. Commerce was in the hands of 8o merchant
families from al-Nadjaf in Iraq. At the mosgue in
Barzan was the religious law school of al-Marshadji,
and the Lubda quarter had a similar institution.
Muhammad b. Bini, an armourer at 3%l during
this period, was famous throughout Arabia for his
decorated weapons. HAa’il and its environs were
stricken by an epidemic ca. 1288/1871, when many
of the townsmen died. Doughty estimated the popu-
lation to be only about 3,000 at the time of his visit
in 1294-1877. After the death of Muhammad in 1315/
1897, large parts of the town were destroyed during
a period of dynastic disputes that weakened the
House of Rashid. The successors of Muhammad
received active assistance from the Turks against
¢Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Su‘ad, who finally took H3a’il on
1 Rabi¢ T 1340/2 November 1921.

The economy of HA% is based on small-scale
farming and commerce. Staples long grown in the
area, such as dates and grains, have been supplemen-
ted by a wide variety of vegetables and citrus fruits.
Ha%) lay on the pilgrim track from Irag, but the
economic benefits of this traffic were often lost owing
to the lack of public security in the district before
1340/1921. Overland pilgrim traffic was diverted,

i ca. 1383/1963, to the north through the district of
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