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Farhad Daftary, The Assassin legends: myths of the
Isma'ilis, iondon 1994; idem, Ismaili literature: a
bibliography of sources and studies, London 2004; idem,
"The Isma‘ilis and the Crusaders: history and myth", in
The Crusades and the military orders: expanding the
frontiers of medieval Latin Christianity, ed. Zsolt Hunyadi
and Jozsef LasZdowvszky, Budapest: Central European
University, Department of Medieval Studies, 2001; idem,
The Isma‘ilis: their history and doctrines, Cambridge 1990;
EP, sv. "Rashid al-Din Sinan" (by F. Daftary); Jerry
Hauzinski, "On alleged attempts at converting the
Assassins to Christianity in the light of William of Tyre’s
account", Folia Orientalia, XV (1974); Marshall Goodwin
Simms Hodgson, The order of Assassins, The Hague
1955; V. Yvanov, Ismaili literature: a bibliographical
survey, Tehran 1963; Bernard Lewis, The Assassins: a
radical sect in Islam, London 1967; idem, "Kamd
a]‘Din’s biography of Rasid al-Din Sinan",Arabica, X
(1966); idem,"Saladin and the Assassins”, BSO[41S, XV
(1953); Marco Polo, Thebook of SerMarco Polo theVenetian
concemingthekingdoms and marvels of the East, translated
and edited, with notes by Henry Yule, London 1371,3rd.
ed. Henry Cordier, London 1903 (1925)-1920, rep}. 1975;
N. A. Mirza, Syrian Ismailism, Richmond, Surrey 1997;
Ismail K.Poonawala, Biobibliography of Isma'ili literature,
Malibu, Calif. 1977; William of Tyre, Chronicon, ed: R.
B. C. Huygens, Turnhout 1986.
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CHAPTER S

AL-MUSTARSHID BILLAH, iL-RASHID BILLAH, AND

e

AL-MUQTAFI LI-AMR ALLAH (512-555/1118-1160)

Al-Mustarshid’s Rise and the Abi al-Hasan Aﬁ'air

Following the deaths of Muhammad b. Malik Shiﬁ (d 511/1 l{\l 8) and al-
Mustazhir billah (d. 512/1118) the situations for both the Saljuq Sult;ﬁate and Abbasid
Caliphate changed drastically. The period following Malik Shah’s death (d.485/1092), as
we have discussed, was one of extended warfare, changing alliances, and emerging
power bases throughout the central Islamic lands. Following Barkyadruq’s death in
498/1105, his half-brother, Muhammad b. Malik Shah, set about stabilizing his position
in the war-torn countryside around Baghdad while Sanjar b. Malik Shih (Muhammad’s
full brother) secured his position in Khurisin and the East. |

The threat of civil war and inter-familial fighting had not disappeared; rather it-
was in temporary recession. C. E. Bosworth mentions that upon the death of Muhammad
the divisive forces inherent in the Saljuq system of rule were again unleashed:

“Centrifugal tendencies were always likely to appear within an empire like that of the

290
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internecine struggle, characteristic of the Rashidis
and a major cause of their downfall, before Muham-
mad, a younger brother of Talal, came to power
following his massacre of all Talal’s sons.

Despite its bloody beginnings, the long reign of
Muhammad b. Rashid (1289-1315/1872-97) witness-
ed the expansion of Raghidi power over al-Kasim
|g-2.] and the Wahhabi heartlands of southern Nadjd,
including the Su‘adi capital, al-Riyad [g.2.]. After a
long contest with Al Su‘iid he defeated them decisive-
ly at the battle of al-Mulayda in 1309/1891, expelling
them from Nadjd, after which they sought refuge in
al-Kuwayt, among them the young ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
[g.0.], future founder of the modern kingdom of
Su‘adi (Saudi) Arabia. The amir Muhammad was
noted for his military skills and the energy with which
he sought to control recalcitrant tribes. European
visitors to Hayil during his reign included C.M.
Doughty, the poet Wilfred Scawen Blunt and his wife,
Lady Anne. -

Following the death of their last great amir, Al
Raghid sank into their final decline, faced with the ris-
ing new power of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Su‘id as well as
political and economic pressures exerted by the
Ottomans and British, especially during World War 1
and its aftermath. Muhammad’s immediate suc-
cessor, his nephew ‘Abd al-¢Aziz, was killed in battle
with the Su‘Gdis, and the Raghidis then fell prey to
savage internal quarrels reminiscent of the time before
Muhammad’s accession. Four amirs were murdered
by their own relatives in the period from 1325/1907 to
1339/1920. The last two amirs, who ruled only briefly,
were forced to surrender to Ibn Su‘Gd in

 1339-40/1921.

Bibliography: The local Nadjdi historian
“Uthman b. Bishr (d. 1288/1871), ‘Unwin al-mad;jd
fi ta’rikh Nadid, Mecca 1930; Lady Anne Blunt, 4
pilgrimage to Ngd, London 1881; C.M. Doughty,
Travels in Arabia Deserta, Cambridge 1888; J.C.
Lorimer, Gazetieer of the Persian Gulf, *Oman and Cen-
tral Arabia, Calcutta 1908-15, i/1B, 1161-78; Dhari®
b. Rashid, Nubdha ta’rikhiypa ‘an Nadid, al-Riyad
1966; ‘Abd Alldh al-‘Uthaymin, Nash’ar imarat Al
Ragshid, al-Riyad 1981; M. Al Rasheed, Politics in an
Arabian oasis, the Rashidi tribal dynasty, London 1991,
combines  historical  and anthropological
approaches. (ELizaBeTH M. SirriveH)
AaL-RASHID [see HARUN AL-RASHID].

AL-RASHID br’iian, ABD DJAFAR AL-MANSOR,
the thirtieth ‘Abbasid caliph, the son of al-
Mustarshid [g.0.] and a slave girl called Khushf, was
probably born around 501/1107-8 since the sources
record the date of his walf al-‘ahd ceremony as 2 Rabi*
I1 513/13 July 1119 when he was aged twelve (Ibn al-
Athir, x, 377). Al-Rishid became caliph after al-
Mustarshid’s murder in Dhu ’] Ka‘da 529/August
1135 (Sibt Ibn al-Djawzi, 158; Ibn al-Athir, xi, 16)
and died in 532/1138.

His reign was tragically short. He was drawn im-
mediately into a bitter and ultimately fatal battle of
wills with the Saldjik sultan Mas‘Gd b. Muhammad
[g.v.] who now, after his clashes with al-Mustarshid,
wanted a malleable caliph ready to stay put in
Baghdad and to confine himself to religious matters
(Ibn al-Azrak, 73). Al-Rashid, however, was of a dif-
ferent ilk, demanding vengeance for his father’s
murder and no doubt cherishing hopes of continuing
al-Mustarshid’s aim of expelling the Saldjuks from
‘Irak. The sources record in some detail the
deteriorating relationship between caliph and sultan.

Shortly after al-Rashid’s accession, Mas‘id
demanded tribute from him, but this the caliph refus-

ed to disgorge. Indeed, he proceeded to prepare for
conflict by raising troops and fortifying Baghdad (Ibn
al-Djawzi, x, 54; Ibn al-Athir, xi, 22; Bar Hebraeus,
262; Ibn al-‘Imrani, 222), whilst factions hostile to
Mas‘ad, notably his nephew Dawiid b. Mahmid, and
Zangi, converged on the city in Safar 530/November
1135 and persuaded al-Rashid to make common
causes with them. After the khutba had been pronounc-
ed in Dawad’s name on 14 Safar 530/23 November
1135 (Ibn al-Djawzi, %~55; Tbn al-Athir, xi, 23),
Mas‘ad hastened to besiege Baghdid and the in-
timidated rebels soon dispersed in disarray. After an
initial display of bravado, al-Rashid fled in panic with
Zangi to Mawsil (al-Bundari, 180; Ibn al-Azrak, 76-
7, Tbn al-Dfawer, %, 59 Ibn al-Athir, Atabegs, 51).

It was a serious blunder for al-Rashid to vacate the
traditional seat of caliphal power. In Dhu ’l-Ka‘da
530/August 1136, Mas“Gd entered Baghdad peaceful-
ly and engineered the deposition of the absent caliph.
A group of ‘ulama’® summoned by Mas®id declared al-
Rishid unsuitable for office, ‘accusing him of wine-
drinking and immorality and of breaking 2 solemn
oath to Mas‘iid that he would never leave Baghdad or
take up arms against him (Ibn al-Azrak, 72) and pro-
ducing a document to this effect signed by al-Rashid
(Ibn al-Athir, xi, 26; Ibn al-Djawzi, x, 60; Bar
Hebraeus, 263). A fatwa deposing al-Rashid was pro-
nounced by the ShafiT kadi, ‘Imad al-Din Ibn al-
Karkhi (Ibn al-Athir, Atgbegs, 53; Ibn al-Azrak, 78).
Al-Rashid’s uncle al-Muktafl [g.0.] was proclaimed
caliph in his stead.

Zangi's support for the exiled al-Rashid proved
short-lived. The ex-caliph soon felt too insecure to re-
main in Mawsil and he moved to Adharbaydjan to
join Dawid and a coalition of Turkish amirs who
resolved to restore him to the caliphate (al-Husayni,
108-9; al-Bundari, 180; Ibn al-Athir, xi, 39-40).
These and other offers of support soon evaporated
(ibid., xi, 41; Ibn al-Azrak, 81) and after wandering
from place to place, the hapless al-Rashid was finally
killed outside Isfahan on 25 or 26 Ramadan 532/6 or
7 June 1138. Although some sources blame the
Assassins for his murder (‘Imad al-Din al-Isfahani,
apud Sibt Ibn al-Djawzi, 168; Ibn al-Athir, Atabegs,
55), Saldjik complicity seems likely, since Mas‘ad
could clearly no longer tolerate the way that the
peripatetic al-Rashid was arousing rebellion within
the western Saldjik sultanate. What is indisputable,
however, is that two successive “Abbasid caliphs,
father and son, who had venturegd forth from Baghdad
and defied the Saldjik sultan, had now been
eliminated.

Al-Rashid was buried in the Friday mosque of
Shahristan in a turba set aside exclusively for him (al-
Bundari, 181; Sibt Ibn al-Djawzi, 168). His caliphate
had lasted about eleven months (Ibn al-Athir, xi, 27).

Little is known of al-Rashid’s personality, although
his recorded conduct suggests that he was ambitious,
foolhardy and easily embroiled in intrigue. It was his
misfortune to clash with Mas‘ad, a ruthless warrior
sultan who in difficult times contrived to stay in power
for twenty years. Al-Raghid’s sexual precocity was
legendary—by the age of nine he had fathered a son
from one of al-Mustarshid's concubines and he had
allegedly sired twenty more by the time of his acces-
sion (Sibt Ibn al-Djawzi, 158; Ibn al-Azrak, 73). Like
his father, he had £fuddy complexion and dark blue
eyes and was of mediuri Stature (Ibn al-“Imrani, 224).

Bibliography: 1. Primary sources. Bar

Hebracus, Chronology, tr. E.A.W. Budge, London

1932, i, 260, 262-5; Bundarn, Zubdat al-nusra, ed.

M.T. Houtsma, 178-81, 183; Husayni, 4khbir al-
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108 CULTURE ET EDUCATION

11 faut admettre, cependant, que la générosité d’al-Mahdi
fut un facteur déterminant dans ’attraction qu’il exerga sur la
classe des intellectuels. Parmi ceux qui bénéficidrent de ses dons
on trouve des lecteurs du Coran, des traditionnistes, des juristes,

des prédicateurs et des po2tes (1) dont un poéte d’al-Gazira du
nom de Rabi‘a al-Raqqi (2).

d. Al-Ralid.

Al-Ra¥id s’était familiarisé avec les problimes du $am avant
son accession au pouvoir, ayant été en charge des provinces occi-
dentales, y compris les marches frontiéres, pendant le califat de
son pére al-Mahdi (3). Aprés son accession au pouvoir (4),etala

suite des révoltes qui avaient éclaté au §z‘xm, il envoya en 179/795,

Hartama b. A‘yan s’informer des besoins de cette province afin

d’y effectuer les réformes nécessaires (5). C’est en tant que chef
spirituel de la communauté musulmane qu’il venait lui-méme
au Sam tous les deux ans faire le $ihéd, en alternance avec le voyage
au Higaz, ou il présidait au pélerinage (6). Par la suite, vers
186/802, il vint s’installer & Raqqa (7) d’oti, dit-on, il était plus
3 méme de diriger les expéditions contre les Byzantins et de con-
tenir les troubles intérieurs qui agitaient I’ Arménie et FPAdarbaygan.
Il se peut aussi qu’il ait voulu s’¢loigner de Bagdad; la disgrice
des Barmakides (8) (originaires de Balh) aurait pu, en effet, étre
a lorigine de troubles dans la population iranienne de la capi-
tale. Si tout cela explique, politiquement, le transfert de la
résidence du calife 2 Raqqa, il n’en reste pas moins que des facteurs
culturels y joudrent un réle.

Sans aucun doute, Harin al-Ra¥id portait beaucoup d’intérét
aux sciences de la religion et aux lettres. Selon al-Hatib al-Bagdadi:
«Nul calife ne regut autant de savants, de pottes, de juristes, de

lecteurs du Coran, de cadis, de secrétaires (kuttab), de confidents
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et de chanteurs. Il faisait des dons généreux a chacun d’eux et
les comblait d’honneurs. Il fut lui-méme ... poéte, transmetteur de
récits,. de traditions et de poésie..» (1). D’autres sources nous
apprennent qu’il s’intéressait 4 la médecine. Ayant trouvé au
‘cours de ses expéditions militaires dans les villes byzantines des
ouvriges en cette matiére, il demanda A son médecin, Yihanna

b. Masawayh de les traduire en arabe (2).

Le témoignage suivant cité par Ibn ‘Asakir, résume les intéréts
intellectuels du calife : lorsqu’on lui présenta al-géﬁ‘i pour la
premiére fois, il admira son éloquence et s’informa auprés de luf
de ses connaissances en Coran, jurisprudence, médecine, astro-
logie, astronomie, poésie et généalogie. Satisfait,le calife le gratifia

de 50 mille (?) ainsi que d’un cheval (3).

Toutefois en dépit de son ouverture d’esprit, al-Rafid semble
avoir été dépassé par I’évolutin= ~uylturelle de son époque. L’élite
intellectuelle syriaque, persane et ind.>une affluait 4 la capitale
¢t y apprenait la langue arabe; il s’ensuivit un regain d’intérét

pour les sciences anciennes (gadima) chez les Musulmans de toutes

les races, y compris les Arabes. Profitant des apports nouveaux,

les schismatfques essayerent .d’élaborer leurs doctrines. Les véri-
tables protecteurs des uns et des autres furent les Barmakides
qui encouragérent la traduction des sciences exactes et de la
philosophie, et ouvrirent leyrs portes aux représentants des diverses
tendances doctrinales afin d’y tenir de libres discussions sur tous

les sujets (4).

Le calife prit ombrage de ces activités y voyant un empié¢tement
sur ses propres obligations en tant que chef spirituel de la com-
munauté. Ce fut 14 un grief de plus contre les Barmakides, qui
avaient déja la haute main sur le domaine administratif. En
privant ces schismatiques de leur soutien, le calife espérait proba-

blement récupérer les modérés, laissant aux sahib al-zanadiga le






