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first to lay his country waste. But thanks to the protec-
tion of the chiefs of the Riyah, to whom he had mar-
ried his daughters, al-Mu‘izz himself succeeded in
escaping from Kayrawin and reaching al-Mahdiyya
lg.o.].

At] the first partition of Ifrikiya which followed the
invasion, the Riyah were naturally the best served.
They obtained the greater part of the plains, which the
Berbers had abandoned to seek shelter among the
mountains; they had thrust  their relatives, the
Athbidj, towards the east. They held Badja, which the
Fatimid caliph in Cairo had allotted to them in an-
ticipation. The people of Gabés [see kaBis] took the
oath of loyalty to Mu’nis. ““It was™, says Ibn
Khaldin, ‘‘the first real conquest of the Arabs’’. The
Djami‘, a family related to the Riyih, made Gabés a
regular litde capital, which, they adorned with their
buildings. Lastly, a chief of the main tribe, Muhriz b.
Ziyad, made himself a fortress in al-Mu‘allaka (a
Roman circus?), among the ruins of Carthage. The
powerful lords of al-Mu‘allaka, however, supported
the policy of the Zirids of al-Mahdiyya, and joined
them in their resistance to the Almohads.

This resistance did not long impede the expeditions
sent by the Maghribis against an Ifrikiya in anarchy.
Defeated by ‘Abd al-Mu’min in 546/1152, 555/1160
and 383/1187, the Arabs were ordered to supply con-
tingents for the holy war in Spain. ‘Abd al-Mu’min,
leaving a section of the Riyah in Ifrikiya under com-
mand of ‘Asdkir b. Sultian, took the others to the
Maghrib with their chief, ‘Asakir’s brother Mas‘ad,
known as al-bult (‘‘the axe”’; cf. Dozy, Supplément, i,
111). He settled them in the Moroccan plains to the
north of B Regreg. This control was little in keeping
with the traditions of the Riyih: Mas‘id fled to
Ifrikiya and there gave his support to the Bani
Ghaniya [¢.2.], who were trying te revive for their
own advantage the Almoravid power.

It is known how the trouble stirred up by the Band
Ghaniya led to the Almohad caliph’s appointing a
governor of Ifrikiya invested with very extensive
powers, Abil Muhammad of the Hafsid [¢.2.] family.
This governor naturally attacked the Riyah, and, in
order to be rid of them, encouraged the settlement in
the country of the Sulaym Arabs [see suLavM, BAND]
hitherto quartered in Tripolitania. Under the

pressure of the Sulaym, the Riyah, the principal fami- |’

ly of whom at this time was the Dawawida, migrated
to the plains of Constantine where they were
henceforth to remain.

In their new home, the position of the Riyah re-
mained a very strong one. They had rights over all the
centre of the region of Constantine, approximately
from the region of Guelma to that of Bougie. In the
Z3b [g.v.] they were on terms——which were sometimes
friendly but more often hostile— with the Banii Muz-
ni of Biskra, who ruled this Hafsid province. This is
how the Bant Muzni had to fight against that curious
movement, at once religious and social, stirred up by
the Riyahid marabout Sa‘da. The Dawiwida, and in
particular their most powerful family, the Awlad
Mubammad, held winter pastures and enjoyed
revenues paid by the people of the ksir in the Sahara
region of the Wadi Righ.

During the whole of the 8th/14th century, the two
chief branches of the main tribe, the Awlad Muham-
mad and the Awlad Siba‘, were actively engaged in
the politics of the Hafsid princes and the ‘Abd al-
Wadids of Tlemcen, in the enterprises of the
pretenders who threatened their dynasties. The power
of the Riyah of central Barbary lasted till the 15th and
16th centurﬁi‘es. According to Bernardino of Mendoza,

they had in 1536 10,000 horsemen and large numbers
of foot. The 12th/18th century saw them assisting the
Turkish Bey of Constantine, to whom they were con-
nected by marriage and the independent sultans of
Tuggurt. In 1844, Carette and Warnier noted that the
name Dawawida was still synonymous with ‘‘noble
Arabs’’.

Another group of the Riyah played a notable part
in the history of the Zanata states. In the western
Maghrib, bodies of them transported by the
Almohads to the plains of the coast faithfully served
this dynasty, by trying to check the advance of the
Marinids [g.v.]. Defeated near the Wadi Sba in
614/1217, the Riyah were mercilessly punished by the
victorious Marinids. Decimated and weakened, and
driven northwards, they submitted to the humiliation
of paying an annual tribute. Their name no longer
figures on the map of modern Morocco except at a
place near the road from al-Ksar to Tangiers.

Finally, at the other end of Barbary, in their first
home, the name survives in the nomenclature of the
tribes. :
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RIYAL, a name used for coins in a number of
Islamic countries, derived from the silver real (de
plaia), first issued by Pedro the Cruel of Castile (1350-
9), followed by Ferdinand of Portugal (1367-83). In
Spain it continued until 1870 and in Portugal until
1910.

The relations of the Spanish and Portuguese cur-
rencies to those of the-Near East belong to the
monetary history of the Ottoman Empire and of Per-
sia. From the early 16th century the eastern gold and
silver currencies suffered frequent devaluation and
debasement. Western merchants needed more stable
monetary standards if they were not to incur loss, and
so relied on imported currencies; they could make fur-
ther profit by exporting them as bullion to India.
Austria, Germany, Holland, Poland, Spain and
Venice were the principal western sources; the Levant
Company, of London, forbidden to export English
currency, at first purchased Spanish reals, but turned
later to Dutch coinage. Spanish and Mexican reals
were grealy valued for their purity, but, being
roughly struck, encouraged clipping; Austrian and
Saxon issues became popular because they were
minted with a collar, which defied clipping. Thus
among Bedouin they have remained popular into the
present century.

The term riyal is first recorded in the east in Persia
under Shah ‘Abbas I in 1609. With Fath Al Shah's
issue of 1797 it becamne the official name of the silver
coinage, and this was retained in Rida’ (Reza) Shah’s



w0y
By il
i 3
)
4 ,gﬁ\_.fﬁ\} A_g}d‘ bj-ﬁvj‘
» £
3
@/J\ sl c«‘ s
BJ_»U:.\\
o L dakll
UL |
o VAAY
Byit o 11253
woit 1o 7RG -t
— .} KER 2 ]

il Bl a=Sa

AYYNY . ;o oazall Ol V8

o= TPV o

O P S S e e TS R )
ikl A1 b Oy A A U A G gLy S d
PRI VSRR N IR I PR S bl
Caadlie Oll ) s (waedt Juy YL e\ o
U gy Bl e DL ) A (s L)
(s )y (A Jy 5 clal gadt gl a5 A

g

¢ OG0 & Jby SV ) e sty ey g S5l
G oY i edn G hale b 6l eduy o b, 23 48 6y
u.sﬁ‘;,.)-”tﬂ\uhw,—d\,.:y\jdJju;ng,\j;:,-ngm
S U gy (R e WL gy — e Gl e
.«_.'.J—J\;),A,:,_\;Q\w&s,‘-u?,w\;ic;f\,uu
Joi b LY e G (Real Juy) b ) ey
GL..J\.;),;S\J@L\{\}wlg(dl{))u{dﬂﬁa(.:o?,-yb
' DS a8 e o e ey e
s (e 6 ety ¢ Gt s e (Dl ) 1S gl I g G
o 06 g 0 S5 sl aadl Ly ) syl JU ) YL
.(&,..L._.i,_dl;swc?\)))cl_.,&..yaﬁ\}&)d\\.‘u

Ciyldy ity (Y,

Ay Jee o G o e il g e by Jpa O
AN O sty oy g Ol es, Gl Sy cde p2 3 U g
qxl:»\‘(aﬁb,quyualdp\)(;Mf{\ﬁj\utg.uoﬁ

J Jyslat 3 06 s (LA e ) (Boullaye le-Gour) 5 ) Yy ZJ.-)J;L,»‘ )

Gy Bt Y, LR gamy gy D B e b (A A0

C AL el s ol Ty (el ) el A Gl RS AR e DL (0¥ )
S e AU

S | FE
Oyt J e uw WS, L4 Sl
SRV TSR WP T8 PR R [ W - NP
oda 3 A O 0y ¢ QU s 15 S of 51,0 s
!iAJL‘,UOK.LBQQH_ﬂ')‘UJSAYLg.uA.LEJIJﬂYUUJ
u..agtu,.JJQ.xa-J.ﬁj.((L\‘lti.l.ud-lﬂb;;b@\))MI
Je T3 B Ly LSS (v y aver i sl G oves
A3 (YT el )y ey badly sl 3 dladl > il
G Y Ly B Gy (o B e il 5
e Dl RIS et (VYY) VAT T 5 sl
Uy 3 oy GTE 4 e B> Sl ol b & 2
COVASIYATYE £ b e D, S sl G bl 1Y
VIRV E IS R VR I R o Rt W R VS Y VS
e 75 gl J.BJ.A)E;.HO,;C)'J\ (VY Jf.'\i}«...éju..;ﬁ_,cdl‘g\‘l
Sala) oy LIV 5 e vl ‘uajl 4 Aadl
cedlge oy

(Goins, Medals and seals of the shahs Iran by H.L.
Robiuo di Borgomale London 1945)
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