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Buda and Pest under Turkisk rule, in Studia Turco-
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(G. Divip)

PETRO VARADIN [see WARADIN].

PETRUS ALFONSI, Andalusian polemicist
and translator (. A.D. 1106-cq. 1130), convert to
Christianity in 1106, composed his Dialogi contra
Judaeos in 1108 or 1110. Staged as a debate between
his former Jewish self (Moses), and his present Chris-
tian self (Peter), the Dialogi ridicule Talmudic Ag-
gadah, showing that they contradict principles of
Graeco-Arabic philosophy and science (in particular
astronomy); the Dialogi became the most widely-read
anti-Jewish text of the Latin Middle Ages.

In the fifth chapter of the Dialogi Alfonsi attacks
Islam, following—to a large extent—the Arabic text
attributed to ‘Abd al-Masth b. Ishak al-Kind [g. v.].
Alfonsi portrays Muhammad as a charlatan driven by
lust and political ambition, ill-tutored in religious
matters by a heretical Christian, Sergius [sce BAHTRA]
and two heretical Jews, Abdias (“Abd Allah b. Salam
[g-2.]) and Chabalahabar (Ka‘b al-Ahbar [¢.2.]). He
gives a curious description of pre-Islamic cult rituals
at Mecca (based, it seems, on Spanish Jewish
sources), asserting that current Islamic practice is
tainted by these pagan origins. Later Latin writers on
Islam used Alfonsi’s tract extensively.

Alfonsi taught astronomy in England and France.
In 1116, he produced an inept Latin adaptation of the
Zid; al-Sindhind of al-Kh"arazmi [g.2.]; subsequently,
Adelard of Bath (probably with Alfonsi’s help) pro-
duced a somewhat better version. He later wrote an
Epistola ad Peripateticos, urging French scholars to study
astronomy and arguing for the superiority of Arab
texts to those of Latin authors such as Macrobius.

Alfonsi’s Disciplina clericalis is a collection of pro-
verbs accompanied by short, illustrative fables; it is
one of the earliest Latin texts to contain stories of
Arabic provenance. The Disciplina was extremely
popular for centuries (both in Latin and in its many
vernacular translations); its fables were used by
preachers as exempla, incorporated by Boccaccio into
the Decameron, and resurfaced in the 15th and 16th
centuries in printed editions of Aesop.

Bibliography: The best edition of the Dralogi con-
tra Tudaeos is that of K..-P. Mieth, diss. Berlin 1982,
although the older edition by J.P. Migne, in
Fatrologia latina cursus completus, clvii, 527-672, is
more widely available. Discipling Clericalis, A. Hilka
and W. Séderhjelm (eds.), in Acta Societatis Scien-
tiarum Fennicae, xxxviii/4, Helsinki 1911; E. Hermes
(tr.), Die Kunst, verniinfiig zu Leben (Disciplina
clericalis), Ziirich and Stuttgart 1970. The Epistola ad
Peripateticos is edited by J. Tolan (see below). The
translation of the Zigj al-Sindhind is edited by O.
Neugebauer, in The astronomical tables of al-
Kh*arizmi, Copenhagen 1962. On Alfonsi, see B.
Septimus, Petrus Alfonsi on the cult at Mecca, in
Speculum, Ivi (1981), 517-33; G. Monnot, Les cita-
tions coraniques dans le “Dialogus” de Pierre Alphonse, in
Cahiers de Fanjeaux, xviii (1983), 261-77; J. Tolan,
Petrus Alfonsi and his medieval readers, Gainesville, Fla.
1993. (J. ToLan)
PHILBY, Harry Sr. JoHN BRIDGER (1885-1960),
traveller, adviser to King
‘Abd al-“Aziz b. Su‘iid (Ibn Su‘ad) [see su‘op, AL]
and British convert to Islam,

Born of parents connected with planting and with

PEST — PHILBY

official service in the Indian subcontinent, he had a
conventional public school and Cambridge University
education, and himself entered the Indian Civil Ser.
vice in 1908. Already he showed a flare for learning
Indian languages and for immersing himself in the
cultures of India, until the First World War found
him in “Irak (1915-17), where he first acquired what
became a lasting love for the Arab world and made hig
first trip into the interior of Arabia as part of a govern-
ment mission in 1917-18 to persuade Ibn Su‘dd (Ibn
Saud) to attack Ha’il and its pro-Turkish rulers the Al
Rashid [g.v0.]. After the War, he remained in the
Middle East, with Sir Percy Cox in ‘Irak and then in
the newly-created kingdom of Transjordan.

But in 1924 he decided to resign from government
service, disillusioned with British policy in the Middle
East and its failure to recognise the new forces of Arab
nationalism. In the ensuing lean years, he became in-
volved, with little success, in business ventures in the
Middle East and in pro-Arab, anti-British press
polemics. He had often mentioned the potential ad-
vantages for his business activities in becoming a
Muslim, and in 1930 became one at the hands of Ibn
Su‘ad, though most Arabs were subsequently to con-
sider him insincere and most Europeans to regard his
Islam as a convenience rather than an act of genuine
faith. It did, however, give him the entrée to Ibn
Su‘ad’s court and the King’s companionship. He was
now able to make his great cross-Arabjan Desert
Journeys, including of the Rub® al-Khalt [g.0.]in 1932
(although he had been beaten to this by Bertram
Thomas two years previously), and in 1936-7 around
the southern fringes of Nadjd [g.¢.] and the northern
fringes of the region to the east of the Aden Protec-
torate, where his appearance with a Su‘Gdi armed
party prompted British fears that his mission involved
Su‘@idi designs on the South Arabian shaykhdoms; a
deliberate intention in various of his journeys of
enlarging Su‘adi borders was in fact almost certainly
a motive as well as the pure love of exploration (see
J-B. Kelly, Jeux sans frontiéres: Philby’s travels in
southern Arabia, in C.E. Bosworth et ali; (eds.), The
Istamic world, from classical to modern times. Essays in honor
of Bernard Lewis, Princeton 1989, 701-32). Philby’s
Jjourneys were nevertheless heroic ones, during which
he took meticulous records of all aspects of natural
phenomena (much of this material is deposited with
the Royal Geographical Society, London). Further
business projects involved him with American oil
companies and with the import of Ford cars. He was
back in Britain during the Second World War, but
returned to Arabia in 1945, and between 1950 and
1953 undertook further Jjourneys of exploration—to
Karyat al-Faw [see AL-FA’W], to Midian [see MADYAN
SHU‘AYB] and into the south, where he gathered
petroglyphs and Thamudic and South Arabian in-
scriptions. But the new king, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz’s son
Su‘dd, was displeased at Philby’s denunciations in his
writings of the laxity of morals and habits of tuxury
amongst the ruling élite which newly-found oil wealth
had brought; in 1955 he had to leave Saudi Arabia for
Beirut; and after returning twice to al-Riyad [¢.0.],
died in Beirut in 1960,

Philby’s various public careers were vitiated by his
at times immoderate language and hectoring

behaviour, for he lacked the qualities of the diplomat
and conciliator. His fame rests upon his many books
about the peninsula and his acute observation of its
geographical and scientific features, He never claimed
to be a professional historian, and was careless about
checking dates and consulting parallel sources in his
books on Sutidy

history (see G. Rentz, Philby as a
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Philby

PHILBY'S GRAVE in Beirut bears the inscription ‘Greatest
of Arabian explorers’ and, in very many ways, this claim
by his son is justified. None of the writers that we have
discussed saw so much of the Peninsula, visited as he did
practically every corner of it nor traversed it so many
times in so many different ways. None of them spent more
than twenty months in Arabia: Philby was there for most
of forty years.

Harry St John Bridger Philby (generally called Jack or
Shaikh Abdallah) was born in Ceylon in 1885 and used
cheerfully to suggest that he was not really himself but a
local baby mistakenly picked up by a careless nurse.
After a very successful career at Westminster and Trinity
College, Cambridge, he joined the Indian Civil Service and
arrived in Bombay in December 1908. When, some two
years later, he married, his best man was his cousin, the
future Field-Marshal Montgomery. Philby acquired the
reputation of being a difficult colleague — indeed he
claimed to have been the first Socialist in the Service — but
he made his mark as an exceptional linguist and a first-
class administrator.

In November 1914, after the declaration of war on
Turkey, British and Indian troops landed in Iraq and soon
overran the province of Basra. The Turks removed what
government records had existed and there was a frantic
need for efficient organisers. Philby was among those
selected and arrived for his first experience of life in an
Arab country in November 1915. He was saddled with a
multitude of tasks, from collecting revenue to editing a
propaganda newspaper.

In November 1917 Philby had the experience which
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Philby during the very active

years of the 1930s.

changed his life. The Arab Revolt had broken out in June
of the previous year, and the British were anxious to
prevent the old rivalry between the Sharif of Mecca and
Ibn Saud, ruler of Nejd, from hindering the efforts of the
former against the Turks, and, if possible, to enlist the
latter under the Allied banner. There had been no official
contact with Ibn Saud for more than two years and Philby
was ordered to find out his current views. In the best
traditions of the Indian Empire, he landed at Ugayr, near
Bahrain, in a solar topee, breeches and spurs. At his very
first stop, his hosts demanded that he should make
himself less conspicuous by wearing local dress, for he
was to travel through a land of religious zealots, whose
souls, he was told, ‘are sour with fanaticism’ and who had
no wish to see their country polluted by the presence of a
Christian.

After seven days on camel-back Philby reached Riyadh
and for the first time met Ibn Saud. Abd al-Aziz ibn
Abd al-Rahman ibn Saud, to give him his full name,
was the greatest figure that the Peninsula had produced
for more than 1000 years — heroic warrior, decisive ruler
and elogquent poet, towering a head taller than his
followers. His charm was as overwhelming as his stature
for he was witty, generous and hospitable. He could not
have had a more perfect background than his vast mud
palace, with its retinue of soldiers and slaves —or a desert
tent under a starlit sky. It is too strong to say that Philby
fell in love with him but he came for all time under the
spell of the monarch and of the civilisation that he
represented. In return Ibn Saud appreciated Philby's
devotion, and valued his knowledge. Almost at once the
visitor was admitted into the intimacy of the royal family,
playing with the young princes and sitting regularly as a
member of the group of boon companions with whom the
king liked to relax. :

The original plan was that Philby’s arrival should
coincide with that of an emissary from Cairo who would
come overland from Jedda. This was frustrated by the
Sharif, who alleged that Ibn Saud had so little control over
his tribes that such a journey would be impossible.
Mischievously, Philby, with the enthusiastic support of
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R : ‘ABDALLAH H. ST]. B, PHILBY 101
S .
;f{ &&;O f i als einer der letzten Zeugen der Unberiihrtheit eines Subkontinents,
7 ‘ { % / dessen vielgestaltige altehrwiirdige Lebensformen heute der zivilisa-
‘ABDALLAH H. STJ. B. PHILBY (1885-1960),", / ; torischen Gleichmacherei erliegen !. Philby war einer der letzten
SEIN LEBEN UND WIRKEN \}\z// groBen Forschungsreisenden alten Stils.
VON Schon im vierten Lebensjahr lernte StJohn die Buchstaben
kennen; er wollte seiner Mutter, die gerade einmal in England
Hermann v. WISSMANN war, einen Brief schreiben kénnen. 1891 kehrte die Familie, der
Tiibingen Vater, die junge Mutter und vier Séhne mit den Spitznamen Tom,

Harry St John Bridger Philby wurde am 3. April 1885 auf
der Plantage StJohn im feucht-tropischen Gebirgsland von Ceylhon
geboren. Philby erzihlt! eine lustige Geschichte, wie seine
junge schone Mutter ihn als Baby in einem Ras'thaus.lelchte.n
Sinnes vergaB; cine Zigeunerin fand ihn und verteilte seine 1{1(3’1'—
dung auf ihn und das eigene Baby; und ,,bis zum hc?utlgen Tag",
sagt Philby, ,,weil niemand, ob ich es war oder das Zigeunerkind”,
das von der Dienerschaft der erschreckten Mutter zuriickgebracht
wurde. Der Umstand, daB ihm spiter so manche Spmghe dfas
Ostens mit Leichtigkeit zuflog, meint Philby, kinne auf scin Pa?*cm
als Weehselbalg hindeuten: Er lernte zu den Sprachen, dlc'lhm
die Schule als ,tote Sprachen” beibrachte (Latein, Gricchisch,
Franzosisch und Deutseh), als junger Mann flicBend WcsF-]?z}n-
gabi, Urdd, Hindostini, Baltlf, Pastd, Persisch und schlieBlich
Arabisch. Aber mit Recht erwidert scin Freund G. Ryckmans ¥,
die stahlblauen Augen, der immer bereite Humor, der eiserne
Wille, die zahe Ausdaucr, der angriffslustige I'reimut, die durch
cine hartniickige Geduld nicdergehaltenen Hc:ftigkeitsarlyand-
lungen und eine,,an lingst vergangene Zeiten gemahnende th_tcr-
lichkeit”” mache eine Entscheidung in diesem Dilemma nicht
schwer. In diesem Histérchen rumort der im Lauf seines Lebens
zunehmende Arger gegen die colour bar. Freilich war Philby .spéiter
fiir Frau und Familie ein schlimmer Zigeuner, Fiir dag gei's;‘t%g‘ und
korperlich wohl ausgeriistete und dann wahrhaftig, v1el§extlg und
genau aufzeichnende , Zigeunern” setzte er alles ein, was ihm re‘cht
erschien, fiir dieses ,,Zigeunern” kreuz und quer durch Arabien,
dessen ,,weisse Fliche’’ dadurch zusammenschmolz, dieses Wandern

1 Arabian Days 1948, 9.
? Nécrologie 1960,

Jack, Tim und Paddy, von denen StJohn der zweite war, heim
nach England. Sie war durch “the coffee-blight of those disastrous
‘eighties” vertrieben worden. Nun lebte diec Mutter mit den Knaben
im Haus der noch jungen und selbst noch kinderreichen miitter-
lichen GroBeltern, einem christlich konservativen Haus mit Tisch-
gebet und Kirchgang. Wiihrend der Vater nur hic und da auf
Urlaub aus Indien auftauchte, bezog die Mutter mit den Séhnen
spiater verschiedene Mietswohnungen in London. StJohn lernte
eifrig und gern, was ihm die Schule vorsetzte, nicht so sein wenig
dlterer Bruder, Aber in wilden Spiclen, in Turnen und Sport waren
beide ein Herz. Mit etwa neun und zchn Jahren wurden die beiden
in einer kleinen boarding-school in Henfield Farm untergebracht,
Es waren nur sechs Knaben, die von Mr. und Mrs. Stevens, den
Leitern, und von cinem jungen klugen und athletischen Lehrer
erzogen wurden. Die Abschicdstriinen der Mutter stchen bei St.
John, wie¢ er sagt, am Beginn des bewuBten Erkennens seiner
selbst als eines menschlichen Einzelwesens 2. In dieser lind-
lichen Schule, wo die philologischen Ficher in humanistischer
Art gewissenhaft gepflegt wurden, waren doch Spiel und Sport
nicht vernachlissigt. Die beiden Jahre, die StJohn dort unter der
Obhut von Lehrern mit weitem Interessenkreis weilte, lieBen seinen
Wissensdurst, sein vorziigliches Gedichtnis und seine Konzentra-
tionsfihigkeit erstarken. Mens sana in corpore sano wurde ihm
Leitsatz. Die folgenden zwei Jahre in einer grofleren boarding-
school in Westgate-on-Sea steigerten seinen Ehrgeiz und sein Selbst-
bewuBtsein. Als ausgezeichneter Schiiler konnte er in die ehr-
wiirdige Public School von Westminster im Schatten der mich-
tigen Abtei und des Parlamentsgebiudes aufgenommen werden,

! Vgl. P. Lippens, Expédition en Arabie Centrale 1956, 177.
? Arabian Days 1948, 18, ~




H. SAINT JOHN B. PHILBY
(3 avril 1885 -30 septembre 1960)

Te samedi 1er octobre je recevais de M. Gabriel Dardaud, Directeur de
P Agence France-Presse 3 Beyrouth, le télégramme suivant : « Regrette vous
faire part de décés subit Beyrouth suite crise cardiague de Saint John Philby
gqui venait de regagner Liban. N’étions que cing amis aufour de sa tombe
au cimetiére musulman. Ai pensé devoir vous aviser, certain que partageriez
notre peine » L.

Cette nouvelle nous frappa d'une douloureuse stupeur. Philby nous avait
quittés le mardi précédent, alerte et joyeux, plus actif que jamais malgré
ses soixante-quinze ans. Il avait, selon son habitude, fait de Louvain la pre-
midre étape de son voyage de retour en Arabie, aprés avoir passé 1'été en
Angleterre. Nous avions arrété ensemble les plans de la publication de
YExpédition Philby-Ryckmans-Lippens en Arabie. Tl avait emmené les
bonnes feuilles de P'Atlas contenant les fac-similés des copies des insexrip-
tions qui, aprés le classement définitif par les soins de Jacques Ryckmans se
montent 3 environ 15.000 numéros répartis sur 261 planches. Tl se proposait
avec une visible satisfaction de montrer ce volume & S.M. le Roi Sa‘ud
et aux Autorités saudites, comme une preuve des richesses arcehéologiques
que récele leur territoire. 11 était fier aussi de la carte des provinces méri-
dionales du royaume, qui avait établie au jour le jour avec la patience
ot 1a ténacité de Varaignée qui tisse sa toile. Cette carte a 6té exécutée dans
les ateliers de la Royal Geographical Society 3 Londres. Elle éliminera
de nombreux blanes que déploraient jusqu'ici les orientalistes et les géo-
graphes. Il avait donné le bon & tirer pour Varticle signé de son nom dans
ce méme fascicule de notre revue (voir plus haut, p. 395-417), la premiére
publication de ses euvres posthumes. 11 avait hate de regagner, aprés un
bref séjour 3 Beyrouth, sa maison de Riyadh, ont il comptait mettre la
derniére main au rapport géographique de notre expédition, dont il avait
accepté de se charger et qui est déja rédigé aux deux tiers. Pendent opera
interrupta. 11 s'était montré particulidrement détendu, évoquant de vieux
gouvenirs, servi par sa mémoire impeccable et implacable, et stimulé par
I'humour britannigue auquel un demi-sidcle passé en Orient n’avait rien
fait perdre de ses droits. 11 repose anjourd’hui dans le cimetidre de Bashura

1 Parmi ees cing personnes se trouvait le fils du défunt, M. H. A. R. Philby,
qui a assisté son pére & ses derniers moments, dont il m’a fait 1’émouvant
récit dans sa lettre du 7 octobre.
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pharés, Joseph H., fl. 1873. He received a doctorate in 1975 from the Université de Strasbourg If with
a thesis entitled Une société banlieusarde dans l'agglomération beyrouthine, a work which was
published commercially in Beyrouth in 1977. He edited L'hospitalisation au Liban; situation actuefle et
perspec—ﬁves d'avenir; actes {1987). LC; THESAM, 3

Phayre, Sir Arthur Purves, barn 7 May 1812 at Shrewsbury, he entered the Bengal Army in 1828 and-

spent the major part of his colonial service in Burma. From 1848 to 1849, he served in the
administration of the Panjab, and from 1874 to 1878, he was govemor of Mauritius. He was found
dead in his bed on 14 December 1885. Buckland; DNB; Mason, pp. 232-233; Riddick

Phayre, Ignatius, pseudonym see Fitz-Gerald, Williarm George
Phelps, Christina, 19021972 see Harris, Christina née Phelps

Philaretos, Georgios Nikoiacu, born in 1848 at Khalkis, Evvia, Greece, he studied law at Athens from
1866 to 1871 and thereafter practised law in the city. He was a periodical editor and a politician whose
writings include Zevokpria ka1 Baokeiar év EAAGS), 1821-1897 (1897), NavoraBuog twv EMnvwy év
XaAxid! kaf E8eAoviie oréAog (1908), Anuokpaniopag Tou EAApvog (1918), and Muwpodoyia (1925).
He died in Athens in 1928. EEE

Philby, Harry St. John Bridger "Abd Aliah, born 3 April 1884 at St. John’s, Badula, Ceylon. After his
graduation from Trinity College, Cambridge, with an excellent record in several Oriental languages, he
joined the British Foreign Service and was assigned to the Punjab. In 1917 he accepted charge of the
British Political Mission fo Ibn Saud. He left the Indian Civil Service in 1925, but continued to live in
Arabia, embracing Islam in 1930. As a Muslim he had a unique opportunity to study Arabia. Among
his books are The heart of Arabia (1922), written after his forty-four-day crossing of Arabia; Sheba’s
daughters (1939), following his unannounced entry into the Aden Protectorate from Yemen; Arabian
days (1948), mentioning his war-time detention because of his anti-British sentiments; Arablan jubilee
(1952), and Saudi Arabia ((1955), in both of which he included criticisms of corruption and general
degeneration of Arabia. He was always critical of British foreign policy, especially conceming Ibn Saud
and the Palestine situation. He had many eccentricities and was always arrogantly confident that he
was right. He was awarded a gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society. He died in Beiruf, on 3

QOctober 1960. Bidwell, 96-115; ChambrBrBi; DLB 195 (1898), pp. 272-280; Index Isfamicus (5); Orient 1 I {Dezember
1960), pp. 61-64; Riddick; Who was who, 1851-60

Philebert, Charles, born 26 or 28 November 1828 at Angouléme (Charente). After passing through
the military coflege, Saint-Cyr, in 1847, he entered the Bureaux Arabes de I'Algérie on 17 May 1852
and was posted to Bougie. Apart from a brief assignment in Italy in 1860 and participafion in the
Franco-German war, followad by posts in Paris and Saintes, he spent his military career in Algeria and
Tunisia, where he gained the reputation of a North Africa expert. In 1900 he was awarded grand
officier of the Légion d'honneur. His writings include Algérie et Sahara; le général Margueritte (1882),
La conquéte pacifique de l'intérieur africain; négres, musulmans et chrétiens (1888), La 6e Brigade en
Tunisie (1895), Le partage de 'Afrique (1896), and he was joint author of La France en Afrique et le
trans-saharien (1890). IndexBF (1); Peyronnet, p. 444

Phitharmonius, pseud. see Bashmakov, Aleksandr Aleksandrovich, 1868-1943
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Philby as a Source for Early Twentieth-Century
Saudi History: A Critical Examination

Jacob Goldberg

I

For two generations now, the name of Harry St. John Philby has been
inextricably associated with the Arabian Peninsula in general and Saudi
Arabia in particular. The scope of Philby’s interests in Arabia was, indeed,
impressive, encompassing such diverse fields as archeology, geology,
history, politics, the classics and literature, to mention just a few. The
accounts of his own adventures in Arabia, which can easily fill a sizable
bookshelf, attest to his unique contributions to our knowledge of the
Peninsula." As his biographer noted, ‘none of the other explorers of the
peninsula had covered half so much as he of the huge surface of Arabia;
none had drawn attention to so many of its antiquities none had equalled his
spread of maps’.” In short, he had earned the mscrlptlon on his tombstone
which reads: ‘Greatest of Arabian explorers’{ 7727

But Philby’s legacy is not merely that of a prOllflC Arabian explorer. Inthe
preface to his Arabia, Philby writes that ‘this volume in no wise professes to
be an exhaustive treatise on the modern history of Arabia, being rather a
sketch designed for the use of those members of the general public ... who
may be desirous -of understanding something of the principal forces and
tendencies which have been at work in Arabia’.* Despite the disclaimer, for
the world at large Philby’s writings constitute perhaps the most fundamental
historical source for the study of the modern history of the Saudi state.
Indeed, many hlstonans of Arabia find Philby’s accounts of Abd al-Aziz Ibn
Saud’s spirit, conduct and policies, as well as Philby’s observations on the
evolution of British-Saudi relations, essential and ‘indispensable to all
students of the modern history of Saudi Arabia’.” And it is precisely this
dimension of Philby’s writings on modern Saudi history® to which this article
is addressed, for the value of some of Philby’s studies in this respect and their
credibility as historical sources are hampered by four major constraints.

Firstly, Philby was captivated by Ibn Saud’s personality, whom he con-
sidered a man as close to perfection as any he would have ever encountered.
His unreserved admiration for and thirty-year friendship with Ibn Saud
permeate much of his accounts of the latter’s policies and conduct. On more
than one occasion, the tenor of Philby’s narrative conveys the impression of
a writer who feels personally involved in the affairs of his object of writing.
In other cases, the opinionated Philby brought his close association with Ibn
Saud to bear on his interpretations and analysis, sometimes to the point of
outright advocacy of Saudi policies. Allinll, the basic demands of historical
objectivity and impartiality leave much to be desired in the case of Philby
writing the twentieth-century Saudi history.

Secondly, despite being so sturdily British, Philby developed throughout



