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family [see 1LDER1ZIDS] who ruled in Adharbaydjan
during the later Saldjik and Kh“arazmshahi periods.
He married Malika Khatiin, widow of the last Great
Saldjik sultan Toghril HI (killed in 590/1194 [g.2.]).

During the early part of his career, he ruled in
Hamadhan as a subordinate of his brother Nugrat al-
D Aba Bakr, during the time when much of Adhar-
baydjan and ‘Irak ‘Adjami was falling into anarchy in
the post-Saldjik period. His freedom of action was
often circumscribed by powerful Turkish amirs,
nominally his agents and protectors, such as Ay-Aba,
Gokée and Ay-Toghmish, until in 607/1210 he suc-
ceeded Abli Bakr as Atabeg in Tabriz and head of the
family.

Under military pressure from the resurgent
Georgians [see aL-KURD]], he had to come to an ar-
rangement with the Kh“arazm-Shih ‘Al3’ al-Din
Muhammad whereby he was confirmed in Adhar-
baydjan and Arrdn but as the Shih’s vassal,
acknowledging him in the thutba and sikka (614/1217).
11 617/1220 the Mongols first came to Tabriz, and on
their third reappearance Ozbeg abandoned the city
for Nakh¢iwan [¢.0.], but was back again by the
awmumn of 619/1222. In 621/1224 a fresh wave of
Mongol troops entered Persia, defeated the Kh*araz-
mians at Rayy and pushed on to Tabriz, compelling
QOzbeg to extradite to them the Kh"arazmian
refugees who had fled thither. In Radjab 622/June
1225, however, the Shah Djalal al-Din {¢.2.] occupied
the Ildegizid capital, whilst Ozbeg withdrew to Gan-
dia {g..], and the Shah forced Ozbeg to divorce his

wife Malika Khatin, whom he married himself, till-

intervention by the Ayyabid al-Malik al-Ashraf
rescued her and brought her to Khilat. Ozbeg now
lost Gandja also, and died in humiliation at the for-
tress of Alindja (622/1225), so that his line came to an
end.

Ozbeg is very severely judged by the chroniclers for
his indolence and love of luxurious living; but it must
be said in extenuation that he faced redoubtable foes
in the Georgians, the Kh“arazmians and the
Mongols. His court was famed as a centre for art and
letters, with his vizier Rabib al-Dawla being a noted
patron of poets.
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OZBEGISTAN {see UzBEKISTAN].

OZDEMIR PASHA, Ottoman beylerbeyi
{governor) of Yemen and, subsequently, of coastal
Abyssinia (Habesh [g.2.]), and the individual most in-
strumental in establishing the sultan’s authority in
both provinces during the mid-10th/16th century.

An Egyptian mamlik of Circassian origin whose
master is said to have been one Kaykawis Shewkat
Bey, Ozdemir took service with the Ottomans after
Selim I conquered Egypt in 922-3/1517. He held a
mumber of minor offices in the provincial administra-
tion until, by 945/1538, he had gained the position of
kdshif (district prefect). In this year he enrolled for ser-
vice in the sizeable naval expedition launched from
Suez against the Portuguese in India under the com-
mand of Stleymén Pasha [g.v.].

Upon the armada’s return from India to coastal
Yemen, where Sileyman Pasha secured Ottoman

rule at Zabid under a sandak beyi, Ozdemir remained
there as an amir. Ewlivd Celebi’s daim (Snéhat-ndme,
x, 220, 939) that he next served ic southern Egypt
against the expansionist Fund] {g.z.] is without cor-
roboration. Yet Ozdemir is next noiced only in Dhu
’I-Hidjdja 953/February 1547 as z participant in the
Ottoman capture of Ta%izz [g.z.;. When shordy
Uways Pasha, the Onioman governor (bgérrbgr), was
assassinated, Ozdemir, by then z sendiak beyi, was
elected locally as interim commander (serddr). He
resolved to capture San‘a’, the Zaydi capital, which
ambition was realised on 7 Radizb 954/23 August
1547. Although it was neardy another two years before
he was confirmed as beylodgyi of Yemen, he main-
tained pressure on the weak and divided Zavdis. The
high point of Ottoman dominaton was reached in
959/1552 when, after five years of unavailing warfare,
the Zaydi leader al-Mutahhar [¢.z.] and Ozdemir
Pasha concluded a peace weaty \u_ereb) the former
acknowledged Ottoman suzeraimry in return for
limited autonomy.

Ozdemir was dismissed from Yemen during
961/1554, probably in Djum3ds I/April. Auracted by
the prosperity of the eastern Red Sez port of Sawikin,
where he landed while rerurning from Yemen, and
filled with enthusiasm to conguer the Abyssinian lit-
toral to further Islam and check Portuguese ambi-
tions, Ozdemir subsequentdy persuaded Sultan
Sileyman in person to appoint him commander (ser-
dar) of an Egyptian force of 3,000 to achieve that goal.
When an initial attempt to reach his objective via the
Nile River failed, Ozdemir established his base at
Sawikin, the centre of the new Omoman province of
Habesh, which was officially created on 135 Sha‘bin
962/5 July 1533 with Ozdemir Pasha as beylerbeyi.
From Sawiakin, the Ottoman forces first seized and
secured the Abyssinian coastands, including the key
port of Masawwa“ {g.¢.], before in 953/1358 commen-
cing successful forays into the province of Tigre. An
inland Ottoman base was secured in 966/1559 at
Debarwa, where a fortress and mosques were con-
structed.

It was at Debarwa that Ozdemir Pasha died during
967/1560, after which the vasdy outnumbered Ot-
toman troops began retreating towards the coast. His
body was interred at Debirwd. bur later it was
transferred for burial in 2 mauscleum erected at
Masawwa by his son “Othmin Pzsha {g.7.], who suc-
ceeded him as be_yla'bm of Habesh and who eventually
became Grand Vizier (sadr-j ¢zam). Ozdemir is usual-
ly portrayed as an indefatgable warrior with frugal
personal habits and an incorruptable loyalty to the Ot-
toman sultan.
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