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tion (idiab), which the same grammarian defines as
being ‘‘the information pointing to the existence
(wudrad) of what is being talked about’’ (Paris, B.N.
ms. arabe 4067, fol. 148, 1. 27). Concerning the links
which exist between negation and affirmation, Ibn
Yatish declares: ‘‘Know that negation depends on
(%la hasab) affirmation, since negation being the
denial (ikdhab) of affirmation, it is necessary that it
should be in accord (%ald wafk) with its expression and
that there should be no difference between them
except that one is a negation and the other an affirma-
tion’* (Sharh al-Mufassal, viii, 107).

Following Sibawayh, the Arab grammarians
enumerate six patticles (hurdf) whose signification
(mand) is negation; three of these (md, i, in) can be
used in a verbal or nominal phrase, and three of them
{lam, lammd, lan) only in a verbal phrase.

In a verbal phrase, the six particles negate the action,
at the sarhe time piacing it in a temporal framework:
(1) ma, followed by 2 verb in the imperfect indicative,
negates an action in the present (4al); followed by a
verb in the perfect aspect, it negates an action in a past
still close (mukarrab) to the present; and in combina-

tion with the conjunction Ji- followed by the subjunc- .

tive, md also expresses the denial (diuhid) of the action.
(2) 14, followed by a verb in the imperfect, negates an
action in the future; followed by a verb in the
imperfect apocopate, it negates an order, 1.e.
expresses a prohibition (nahy). Followed by a verb in
the perfect, it may, under specific circumstances (€.g.
lam ya*kul wa-ld sheriba *‘he did not eat or drink’’,
where /i continues a previous negative), negate an
action in the past, or it expresses an optative (du‘@’).
(3) lam, followed by a verb in the unaccomplished
apocopate, negates an action in the past.

(4) lamma, followed by a verb in the unaccomplished
apocopate, negates an action in the past nearest
(zkrab) to the present. :

(5) lan, followed by a verb in the imperfect subjunc-
tive, megates an action in the future; being more
strong and energetic (ablagh) than lg, it strengthens
(akkada) negation in the future, just as the particles sa-
and sawfa strengthen affirmation in the future.

(6) in, like md, followed by a verb in the imperfect
indicative, negates an action in the present; followed
by a verb in the perfect aspect, it negates an action in
the past.

In a nominal phrase, the particle ma can mean the
negation of the predicate in the present; from the
viewpoint of rection, the norm (kiyas) is that is exer-
cises no rection; but the Hidjazls assimilate it to the
verb laysa, making it entail the vowel / ¢ / in the noun

"in initial position (mubtada’), and the vowel / a / or the

preposition bi- and the vowel / i / in the predicate. But
in opposition to this, the Banit Tamim do not allow it
any rection. .
More rarely than md, the particle /@ can be
employed like laysa, but only when the noun in initial
position is indefinite (nakira); likewise the particle n,
which, in combination with {/l2, expresses an excep-
tion (istithnd®), but without exercising any rection.
Finally, the particle /d is used before the noun in
first place in order to deny it categorically. This is the
negation in totality (istighraf) of the class (diins), which
certain grammarians also call ‘‘exemption’’ (tabri’a);
if the noun is indefinite, the particle entails the vowel
/ a / without tanwin (or -ati in the fem. sound pl.); if
the noun is definite, (ma‘rifa), the particle exercises no
rection. .
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NAFZA (Nerza), the name of a Berber tribe
(ethnic: Nafzi) belonging to the group which the
mediaeval genealogists and historians mention under
the name of Butr [¢.2.]. It had spread out over a large
part of Barbary, between Ifrikiya [¢.2.] and Fas, pass-
ing through the region of Constantine, Oran,
Tlemcen and the Rif. In contemporary Tunisia, to
the east of the massif of Kroumirie [see KHUMAYR],
there extends the country of the Nafzas, a fertile
region fringed with woodlands abounding in game.
Near the Djabal al-Abyad, at ez 150 km/96 miles to
the west of Tunis by road and 140 km/90 miles by
railway, a station on the Tunis-Tabarka [g.0.] line
bears the name of Nafza. , -

In the manner of other Berber tribes, sections of
whom had crossed the Straits of Gibraltar, the Nafza
established themselves in particular in the valley of the
Guadiana, upstream from Mérda [see MARIDA],
where they had a stronghold known as Hisn Umm
Dja‘far. - There was also a group at Jativa [see
sHATIBA], but it was the first one which played the
most important réle on account of their connections
with the Umayyads. It happened that ‘Abd al-
Rabhmian 1 al-Dakhil [g.2.], whose mother. was a
Berber captive originally from this tribe, had spent
some time before crossing into Spain in the prin-
cipality of Nakir [¢.2.], on the Moroccan coast of the
Rif inhabited precisely by some of the Nafza, who
henceforward continued to have privileged connec-
tions with Cordova. -

The . Berbers seem to have been proud of the
numbers of fukaha® and kadis belonging to this tribe
who became famous in Spain. ‘
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NAFZAWA, a tribe belonging to the group which
the genealogists distinguished under the name of the
Butr [g.v.] and which formed one of the two great
Berber peoples, the other being the Baranis [g.0.].
They seem to have become fixed fairly early in Libya
and to have spread over all the Maghrib, where the
elements which are encountered there sporadically
were largely sedentaries or sedentarised. Mediaeval
authors mention Nafziwa as far as Sidjilmasa and
even as far as Awdaghost [g.zv.], but this tribe is
known above all today for having given its name to a
region of Tunisia to the south-south-east of the
Chott el Djerid [see aL-pjarip]. The Nafziwa (Nef-
zaoua in European usage) had their administrative
centre, during the French protectorate, at the place
Gbili (Kébili), the seat of an Office for Native Affairs,
whose archives contain documents of a geographical,
ethnological or economic nature; since Tunisia’s
achievement of independence, a second Delegation
has been created at Douz.

The Nafzawa, whose history is essentially the same
as that of the Djerid’Kastiliya [g.2.], only played a
secondary role, and authors cite them mainly because
the geographical peculiarities of the region allowed it
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established themselves in particular in the valley of
the Guadiana, upstream from Merida, where they
had a stronghold known as Hisn Umm Ja‘far. There
was also a group at Jativa, but it was the first one
which played the most important role on account of
their connections with the Umayyads.

It happened that ‘Abd al-Rahman I al-Dakhil,
whose mother was a Berber captive originally from
this tribe, had spent some time before crossing into
Spain in the principality of Nakur, on the Moroccan
coast of the Rif inhabited precisely by some of the
Nafza, who henceforward continued to have
privileged connections with Cordova. The Berbers
seem to have been proud of the numbers of fukaha’
and kadis belonging to this tribe who became famous
in Spain.
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Nafzawa

Tribe of Libya, Norocco and Tunisia

The Nafzawa, a tribe belonging to the group
which the genealogists distinguished under the name
of the Butr and which formed one of the two great
Berber peoples, the other being the Baranis. They
seem to have become fixed fairly early in Libya and
to have spread over all the Maghrib, where the
elements which are encountered there sporadically
were largely sedentaries or sedentarised. Mediaeval
authors mention Nafzawa as far as Sijilmasa and
even as far as Awdaghost, but this tribe is known
above all today for having given its name to a
region of Tunisia to the south-south-east of the
Chottel Jerid.
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The Nafzawa (Nefzaoua in European usage) had
their administrative centre, during the French
protectorate, at the place Gbili (Kebili), the seat of
an Office for Native Affairs, whose archives contain
documents of a geographical, ethnological or
economic nature; since Tunisia’s achievement of
independence, second Delegation has been created
at Douz.

The Nafzawa, whose history is essentially the
same as that of the Jerid/Kastiliya, only played a
secondary role, and authors cite them mainly because
the geographical peculiarities of the region allowed
it to serve as a refuge for rebels or for authorities in
difficulty. More than its history, it has been the
terrain and its inhabitants which have interested
Western travellers and researchers.

Economists and sociologists have been especially
concerned with the way of life of the population,
which has evolved considerably since the beginning
of the century, notably, as the consequence of a
movement of gradual sedentarisation of the semi-
nomads stimulated by the increase in the drilling of
artesian wells which favour both the growth of
agriculture in the zone of lands suitable for
agricultural working and also the extension of palm
groves in the oases.

The main one of these last being El Glia (al-
Kulay*“a), to the south of which regions suitable for
nomadism, still practised by the 10,000 Marazig,
stretch as far as the Erg (‘Irk and Ghadames). Finally,
one should not forget that a part of the Nafzawa
area is made up of salt marshes (sabkha, pl. sibakh),
which justify the expressive title which P. Moreau
gave to his monograph, des,/acs de sel aux chaos de
sables: le pays des Nefzaoua, Tunis, 1947,

The great richness of the region lies in its date
groves, which are treated with more and more care,
since they provide the population with very
appreciable resources and contribute moreover to the
settlement of persons. In this regard, the statistics
are eloquent: from ca. 160,000 palm trees in 1889, a

+ figure of one million was approached in 1967. The

mediaeval geographers and travellers take care to
place an emphasis on the abundance of these trees
growing in the oases around some centres of
population which they cite.
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