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BANU QAYNUQA’

and North Africa in Modern Times (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2003).

REEVA SPECTOR SIMON

Ladir £ Bent Madse )

Bant 1-Nadir
/ o o/ g

The Banid 'I-Nadir were one of the three
© major Jewish tribes in Medina (Yathrib) during
the time of Muhammad, along with the > Bantt
Qurayza and > Banit Qaynuqa’. Some Arabic
sources provide a genealogy of the Nadir (and
© Qurayza) linking them to the biblical Aaron,
- thus explaining the title al- kahinan (Ar. the
two priestly tribes). Their origins are otherwise
murky. For example, the early Arab historian
al-Ya‘qiibj, in the second half of the ninth cen-
tury, maintains that they were Judham Arabs
who converted to Judaism and settled in Mount
Nadir, hence, their name (Ta’rikh, ed. Hout-
sma, vol. 2, p. 49). Others -explain that they
were a native Jewish tribe, linked to the Jews of
-+ Khaybar. Yet others trace their arrival in Ara-
bia to their exile from Palestine in the wake of
the Roman-Jewish war in the first century.

In pre-Islamic Yathrib, the Band '1-Nadir
were known for their successful date-palm
farming and their trade in arms, textiles, and
agricultural products. They also owned and
maintained many fortresses in and around
Medina. Shortly after Muhammad’s arrival in
Medina in 622, he concluded nonbelligerency
treaties with the Nadir, as well as with the Band
Qurayza and Bania Qaynuqa’. These treaties are
not to be confused with the so-called - Consti-
tution of Medina, from which the three major
Jewish tribes were excluded.

Within a few years of the Muslim arrival in
Medina, as related in the canonical biography
of Muhammad, the Sira and apposite Islamic
literature, relations between the Muslims and
the Jews began to break down, with fairly tragic
results. The Nadir were the first of the Jewish
tribes to suffer the consequences. The most
common account relates that after the Muslim
assassination of their leader > Kab ibn al-
Ashraf around 625, the Nadlir, in flagrant viola-
tion of the nonbelligerency treaty, attempted
to assassinate Muhammad. In retaliation, the

Muslims laid siege to their quarter. Despite
their wealth of resources, the Nadir capitulated
after two weeks when Muhammad ordered
their palm groves destroyed. As part of the sur-
render, they were permitted to leave the city
but could take nothing with them other than
what they could carry on their camels. The
tribe departed Medina, with some headed
for the oasis of Khaybar while others went to
Syria. According to many Muslim exegetes,
Sura 59 of the Qur'an was revealed upon their
expulsion.

Among the more famous members of the
Banii 'I-Nadir in Islamic historical accounts are
Ka’b ibn al-Ashraf, the poetic opponent of
Muhammad whom Muhammad had assassi-
nated; Sallim b. Abu al-Khugqayq, assassinated
in Khaybar; and Huyyay ibn Akhtab, who was
killed and whose daughter Safiyya was taken
captive in Khaybar, freed, converted to Islam,
and married to Muhammad.
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SrARrI LowiNn

Bani Qaynuqd’

The Banii Qaynuga’ were the only one of the
three major Jewish tribes in Medina (Yathrib)
that did not own major agricultural tracts in or
around the city. Unlike the other two Medinese

Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world, vol. I, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2010, ISAM DN. 252659.
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[2290] IBN NADIR, ABU L<ATA’

BANU NABIL AL-ROMI y BANU RAZIN AL-TUYIBI

(Datos: Documentacitn)

Razin al-Tujibi

Abii Bakr

Muhammad

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN

A GELEN DORUER

Abii 1-Qasim al-8aqiuT

Mubhammad

" [993] Abii 1-Hasen ‘Alf :
(Murcia, 626=1228-9 6 627=1229-30—Tinez, 692=1293)

@

Abii 1-Hasan Nabil al-Rimi
(Mawla de Abi 1-Qasim Tbn Muhammad
b. Abi Bakr b. Razin)

Mujer

[2289] Abii 1-Qasim Ahmad
(Murcia, ;finales s, XI1?—Ceuta, 669=1270)

De cardcter noble y generoso (7abil), Abi l-/a[2290] IBN NADIR AL-FIHRI, ABU

Hasan Ibn Nabil desempefié el cargo de cadf efl
Murcia, Denia, Alicante y otras ciudades, pero tras
la cafda de Levante en manos de los cristianos a
partir del afio 1243, probablemente hacia 645
(=1247-8), se trasladé a Ceuta en compafifa de su
primo Abii |-Hasan Ibn Razin al-Tufibi. Este
abandond la ciudad en 649 (=1251-2), pero Ibn
Nabil, habiendo recibido un nuevo nombramiento
como juez, permanecié en Ceuta, ejerciendo el
cargo con loada trayectoria, criterio aprobado por
las gentes y equitativo en sus fallos, hasta que
fallecié, atin siendo cadf, al amanecer del dfa 1 de
rab# 1 del 669 (=18 octubre 1270). Asf figura en
la edicién del Dayl, donde se afiade que era
jueves, pero, segtin las Nuevas tablas de Ocafia fue
un sébado. El error parece estar en el afio y ser
667 en lugar de 669 —error frecuente en la escritu-
ra manuscrita drabe~, de forma que corresponderia
al 8 de noviembre de 1208, jueves.

OBMS.’

01. Suriit (Documentos notariales, contratos).
No parece que se haya conservado ninguno de

ellos.

FUENTES: IBN *ABD AL-MALIK, Dayl, 12, 5534 (n°
851). .
[R. POCKLINGTON]

cABD ALLAH: ABU “ABD ALLAH MUHAM-
MAD B. ALl B. NABIL B. LUBB IBN NADIR AL-
FIHRI (Valencia, principios s. XII—;Valencia?,
aprox. 590=1193-4), literato y secretario.

Natural de Valencia, nacié a principios del s.
XII, segin puede deducirse de las fechas en las
que murieron los maestros que se le conocen, en
el seno de la prestigiosa familia de juristas y
letrados de los Band Nadir al-Fihr, originaria de
la actual localidad turolense de Albarracin (Santa-
mariyat al-Sarqg). Ignoramos cudndo este grupo
tribal entré en al-Andalus y decidié establecerse en
esta zona de la Penfnsula Ibérica. Sin embargo,
como s¢ verd mds adelante, sabemos que parte de
los Banii Nadir al-Fihri se vio forzada a instalarse
en la ciudad de Valencia, concretamente en época
almordvide.

El nombre de nuestro personaje presenta
alguna diferencia segiin las dos tnicas biograffas
que conocemos; Ibn al-Abbér lo llama Abii Abd
Allah Muhammad b. <Ali b. Nabil b. Lubb b.
[;Zayd?] al-Fihri, pero para Ibn ‘Abd al-Malik es
Abit ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. “Ali b. Nabil b.
Lubb b. Nadir al-Fihri. Creemos que el “Zayd”
que aparece en el 7asab (cadena onomdstica) dado
por Ibn al-Abbar es tal vez un error y en su lugar
deberfifigurar “Nadir”. Si en efecto se ‘trata de
una equivocacidén, ésta podria deberse a varias

Enciclopedia de la Cultura Andalusi: Biblioteca de al-Andalus, edit.
Jorge Lirola Delgado, vol. A, Almeria 2012. ISAM DN. 2301689.
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OTES ON THE PAPYRUS TEXT ABOUT MUHAMMAD’S
CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE BANU AL~NADTR

M. J. Kister, Jerusalem

____Document No. 5 of the “Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri”! carefully
gdited by Professor Nabia Abbott contains a passage essential for the
valuation of the document, which deserves re-examination,

I

Verso lines 14—26 contain the account of the causes of the campaign
&gainst the Band al-Nadir. Lines 14-—18 give an account of the visit which
the Prophet paid to the Banid al-Nadir and elucidate the reason for this
gislt; they are read by Professor Abbott as follows:

S ol da AESTIREE) RV RO Upme [ »1] 13
e 2] 0I5 I Ll s peteatos soadl (b JIg 5 e AW Jpw [ a0] .14
IO G ohsiantd el o I el g0 Dy 3 i1 ey £ 5 1ol [Los] 15

ol 91 L

Py dldl Jo copans Wiy, Jis aal 135 o oA Gl L] 16
Jladt e

By @ bl g nld Ll 16 [ MK Jae o W sy gl L] L 17
Sty Lowy

#2d are translated thus: “This is the book of the narrative (14) / of the
malr of the M/essenger of God when he went to the Bani al-Nadir seeking
 Beir aid in the matter of the two men of Kilab. It is a narrative / collected
f%iSB from that which / has been related concerning it. The Messenger
‘el God and some of his Companions went to the Banii al-Nadir to ask
their help for the two men of Kilab who (16]) /had/ surrendered to the
“fraish when they encamped at Uhud. The Messenger of God said: ‘They
‘{Band al-Nadir) accepted them (Banii Kilab] as allies for battle and (then)
dishonored /them by/ negligence’.”

~ This passage is obscure. The two men from Kilab killed by “Amr b.
Umayya are said to have surrendered to the Quraish, when they encamped
at Uhud. How could they, then, have been granted the protection of the
Prophet as mentioned on Verso, line 11? In the accounts of the Prophet’s

! Historical Texts, Chicago 1957.
3 ~ Archiv orientilni
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been interpreted by writers on history as saying false things,
which they believe, the Prophet permitted as all is fair in
war. But the report in Salik al-Bukhiri has the words :
“We may be permitted to have a talk with him.” Salil al-
Bukhari’s words in no way suggest that permission to say
something untrue was sought and given. On the other hand the
dialogue reported to have taken place reveals low morals and
inner mind of the Jews. Muhammad Ibn Maslama went to
Ka‘b and said, “We gave shelter to Muhammad and incurred
the wrath of the whole of Arabia. Now alms and charities are
demanded of us. So we come to you to pawn our things and
get money from you.” At this Ka‘b said, “You will get fed
up with Muhammad. All right, you should pawn your wives.”
But this beautiful face of yours, said Ibn Maslama, “does not
let us trust the fidelity of our wives.” Ka‘b then replied,
““then mortgage your children.” ¢This will bring us into dis-
grace and disrepute throughout Arabia’, said Ibn Maslama,
“We shall pawn our arms and you know how great is their

‘need these days.”!

The report of this murder as mentioned in the Sakikh al-
Bulkhari runs thus : “The people called Ka‘b out of his house
in a friendly manner and then pretending to smell his lock
of hair caught hold of it, and killed him.2 This report does
not mention the Prophet permitting anybody to doit. Among
the Arabs of the days such methods of murder were not objec-
tionable. Later on we shall discuss in a separate chapter

how the Prophet brought about a gradual reform in all these
manners. :

Bani ]
i‘ al-Awwal, 4th Hijra i.c., September 635 C.E.)

‘Awr Ibn Umayya had killed two men belonging to the
tribe of ‘Amir, and their blood money had not so far been

1. Zurqani, Vol. II, p. 13 and Sakik al-Bukhari, “Murder of Ka‘b,*’
2. Sahih al-Bukhari, Chapter “Murder of Ka‘b Ibn Ashraf.”’
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luxurious Jagirdars in Islam and this is clearly indicated by the-

“nature and purpose of these grants as evidenced below :

~ Lands of Banu Nazir : When the land of Bany Nazir was
being distributed among the Muhajirin, two Ansar named Sahl
bin Hancef and Aby Dujanah, who mentioned their poverty to the
Holy Prophet, were also given a share of the land. Then the
Holy Prophet addressed the Ansar in these -words : “Your bre-
thren the Muhajirin have no possessions, if you wish I will divide
these londs among the Muhajirin alone.”” The Ansar replied,
“You may divide these lands and any thing from our possessions
that you may think proper among the Muhajirin.”!

This clearly shows that the grants were given to the poor
Muhajirin and Ansar who had no means of livelihood and that
they cannot be compared to modern Jagirs.

Caliphate of Umar : Many new countries were conquered
during the Caliphate of Umar and their lands were not divided

- among the Muslims but were left in the possession of the original

inhabitants. This was because Umar and other companions of
the Ho]y'Prophet, who were aware of the evils of Jagirdari sys-
tem under the Romans and the Persians, could not allow the
growth of that oppressive system in the Islamic society,2

Caliphate of Othman and Ali: After Umar his successors,
Othman and Al who had previously advised Umar not to distri-
bute the land of Iraq and Syria for it would lead to the evils of
Jagirdari system, followed the same policy.

Conclusion : Though some people used to give their land

on hire for cultivation during the time of the Holy Prophet, it is
a fact that he had explicitly shown his dislike even for that

simple form of cultivation. And he had empowered the Islamic

State to forbid this system of cultivation, whenever it was found
likely to damage the interest of the cultivator or lead to disputes
between them and create a state of mutual hatred and enmity in

). Al-Kharaj-le-Yahyah P. 34, quoted by M. Taqi, op. cit,, pp. 33-34.
2. Kitab-al-Kharaj, op. cit., P. 167, No. 102. :
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622-632 C.E.

Life of Madina

When on migration from Makkah, the Holy Prophet after an
arduous journey reached in the neighbourhood of Yathrib his first
stop was at Quba a suburb of Yathrib. The Holy Prophet stayed at
Quba for a few days and then moved to Yathrib,

At Yathrib the Holy Prophet and his companions were given a
royal welcome. The maidens of Yathrib mounted the roof tops of
their houses, and chanted songs of welcome.

Yathrib lay in a well watered plain of Northern Hijaz near the
mountain ridge separating Nejd from Tihamah. The city comprised
a series of hamlets separated by palm plantations, gardens and
cultivated fields.

In the honour of the Holy Prophet, the city of Yathrib was
renamed ‘“Madina-tul-Nabi”’, the city of the Prophet, Madina.

The world of Madina was quite different from the world of
Makkah. At Makkah, the Muslims were a persecuted people, at
Madina the masters of their destiny. The life at Madina was a
complete break with the past. The days of trials, tribulations, and
torture were over ; they were now set on the path of fulfilment. The
year of migration became the first year of the new Muslim calendar.
After the migration the Muslims were poised to build a new common-
wealth, and a new ideal society.

The first thing that the Holy Prophet called upon the Muslims
to do at Madina was to build a mosque which was to be the prayer
house as well as the state headquarter. All the Muslims including
the Holy Prophet participated in the building of the mosque. The
mosque was square in form each side measuring fifty yards. 1t was
a monument of simplicity. The walls were made of mud bricks, and

References ]
Q1) Life of Muhammad : Alfred Guillaume.
(2) Muhammad, the Holy Prophet } Hafiz Ghulam Sarwar.
(3) Skort History of the Saracens ; Ameer Ali.
{4) Muhammad at Madina : M. Montgomery Watt.
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329%7 2DY-5¥ Y121 120 91 1222 013 - The rage of a king is like

the roar of a lion [lit. ... is a roar like a lion) his favour is like

dew upon the grass (Prv.19:12)

[o as a predicate of a reduced clause: WX WX DmN aREN

DDR 373 2722 - And he blessed them, every one accordmg to

his blessing he blessed them (Gn.49:28)

and as a predicate of a verbless sentence: - 1% 9% %) -

His days are like those of a hireling (Job 7:1)

[>y as a predicate of a reduced clause: W2g¥-nx 17127 10))

nYoRnbn I23-5Y WK YT R phaa - And the priest shall dip

his rlght finger in the oil that is in the palm of his left hand

(Lev.14:16)

and as a predicate of a verbless sentence 2y 7% “JIR M9 -

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me (Jes. 61" 1)]

T99p YIRD 2D ") - Your speech shall be like a ghosz‘ from the
ground (Jes.29 4)

[n/17 as a predicate of a reduced clause: WYX

pnT> SRbWn - And he pursued them unt

north of Damascus (Gn. 14:15) g

and as a predicate of a verbless senten,

from Haran (Gn.29:4)]

DIAR PIRT NA-PII ... DIAR IYX na0nl wn3- ‘r: nm
‘with every lzvzng creature that is with you ... ‘and’ every beast of
the earth that is with you (Gn.9:10) - -DR/ ng.as-an adnominal
attribute and as a predicate of a reduced clause side by side,
and as a predicate of a verbless sentence: X 92V 7171 ~ His
reward is with him (Jes.62:11)]

TPT2V-0Y IYIP) YORR?) 2-U3 10N by o3} - And we have bread
and wine for me andfor your handmaid andfor the attendant
with your servants (Jud. 19:19)

[0y as a predicate of a reduced clause: -0y WX '7R‘Tnl)" oy m"l’?

. 101 5IxY — ... to be with the Israelites who were with Saul

and]onathan (1 S 14:21)

and as a predicate of a verbless sentence: 107 DY 073-03 2 -

Because their hand also is with David (15.22:17)]

Infinitives, on the other hand, are not limited by this limita-
tion, and they are free to take also prepositional phrases which
are equivalent to verb complements. (No examples needed)

I am aware of the implications that this observation has on the
theory on the nature of the attribute, but this is beyond the scope
of this study.
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Die Palmen (/Ina) der Banii n-Nadir
und die Interpretation von Koran 59:5

Eine Untersuchung zur Bedeutung des koranischen Wortlauts
in den ersten Jahrhunderten islamischer Gelehrsamkeit®

Von MARCO SCHOLLER, Erlangen

Einen guten Einblick in die Arbeitsweise der arabischen Ko-
rankommentatoren sowie in den Prozef3 der gegenseitigen Beein-
flussung von exegetischer Gelehrsamkeit und der arabischen Le-
xikographie verschafft uns die Untersuchung der Interpretation
des Koranverses 59:5. Der erste Teil der Sure al-Hasr (59:1-17)
betrifft, nach dem Verstindnis der meisten islamischen Gelehr-
ten, die Vorginge widhrend und nach der Vertreibung des jiidi-
schen Stammes der Banii n-Nadir aus Medina. Vers 59:5 spielt
dabei auf ein Umhauen von Bdumen/Palmen (/ina) an, das sich
in diesem Zusammenhang ereignet haben soll: ,,Was ihr gefallt
habt von [tna oder [was ihr] auf ihren Wurzeln aufrecht stehen-
lieBt, so [war/ist es] mit Gottes Erlaubnis [geschehen], und da-
mit Er tiber diejenigen, die Unrecht tun, Schande bringe®.

Auf den ersten Blick stellte dieser Vers weder die muslimi-
schen Exegeten noch die westlichen Forscher vor wesentliche
Verstandnisprobleme; zu eindeutig bestimmt erscheint die Aus-
sage, die iiberdies ,,nur* dem rein materiellen Vorgang einer Zer-
storung von (Palm-)Biumen gewidmet i1st. Doch wie eindeutig
bestimmbar sind die Aussage dieses Verses und der Kontext, auf
den er sich bezieht, tatsdchlich? Eine Analyse betreffender Nach-
richten und Interpretationen fordert eine iiberraschende Vielfalt

* Dieser Artikel ist ein erweitertes und iiberarbeitetes Kapitel meiner Magi-
sterarbeit (Erlangen 1993). Herrn Prof. Dr. WoLFpieTRICH FISCHER gebiihrt mein
Dank fiir viele wertvolle Ratschldge und Hinweise, und Frau Dr. Bareara Fin-
sTER danke ich fiir die unermiidliche Unterstiitzung meiner Arbeit. ~ Verwendete
Abkiirzungen: b.1. = Ibn Ishiig; b. H. = Tbn Hi§dm; BN = Banii n-Nadir; BQur
= Bani Qurayza.
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In welchem Jahr wurden die Band L-Nadir
aus Medina vertrieben?

Eine Untersuchung zur Jkanonischen™ Stra-Chronologie®)

Marco Scholler (Erlangen)

Schon lange gewarnt vor einer ,fiducia ottinistica” B bei der Be-
schiiftigung mit der islamischen Uberlieferung, haben wir heuate einen
geschiirften Blick fiir die mannigfaitigen Probleme, die sich aus dem
Wesen und Material dieser Uberlicferung ergeben. Diese Schwierigkei-
ten sind der istamwissenschaftlichen Forschungsgemeinde erst wihrend
der letzten Jahrzehnte in ausreichendem Mall bewult geworden, ob-
wohl sie bereits den islamischen Gelehrten nicht unbekannt waren: als
Beispiel moge ein Passus aus al-Mas“dis Kitab al-tunbih dienen:?y al-
Mas‘fidi bemiiht sich, eine Berechnung der zu Mubhammads Lebzeiten
unternommenen Raub- und Kriegsziige (gazawdt, sardyd) anzustellen,

*) Dieser Artikel ist ein dherarbeitetes Kapitel meiner Magisterarbeit (Kr-
langen 1993). Heren Prof. Deo Waolfdietrich Fischer hin ieh fie viele Rutsehlige
und nittzliche Hinweise zu Dank verptlichtet. Dartiber hinaus dart nieht uner-
wihnt bleiben, dali auch Fran Dr. Barbara Finster nicht miide wird, mich bei
meiner Arbeit zu ermuntern, wottr iy gedankt sei. = Verwendete Abkiirzun-
gen: b. 1. = lbn Ishag: b. H. = Ibn Hisam; BQay = Bani Qaynuga®; BN = Bani
-Nadir; BQur = Bani Qurayza; ,Sira (b.1.)" bezieht sich stets auf das Werk
Ibn Ishiqs. wohingegen ,.Sira” fiir den Bereich der Prophetenbiographie im all-
gemeinen steht.

Iy Caetani, Leone: Annali dell’lstam Bd. 1. Mailand 1905, 38, Ablnlich du-
Bort sich John Wansbrough: The Neclerian Miliew. Content and Ciomposition of
Falamic Salpidion History, Oxtord 178, 2,

% Tanbih 2781 vgl. zur oben folgenden Auflistung b. Gami‘a, Multasar,
671f.: 27 guzawdl seien in der Sira des Saraf al-Din al-Dimyati genannt, der
sich auf Misa b. “Ugba, b. 1. und al-Waqidi beraft; nach anderen belaufe sich
die Anzahl der gazawd! auf 19, 21, 24, 25 oder 26, die der sardyd auf 36, 46. 43

oder H6.

Der Islam Bd. 73, 8.1-39

O Walter de Gruytler TYU6 @Er\;n

TSSN 0021-1818
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Sadan, in Studies in memory of Gaston Wiet, Jerusalem

1977, 129-60; idem, in REI, xl, 51-70; idem, in

REI, liv, 285-300; M.M. Ahsan, Social li ['fe under the

Abbasids, London 1979, 17, 33, 56, 153; Dj. Sirhan,

al- Afunaa'ama wa /mu:amam Belrut 1981 CA.M.

Hashim, al-Andiya al-adabiyya, Beirut 1982; P.

Heine, Weinstudien, Wiesbaden 1989; A. Clote,

Haroun al-Rachid, Paris 1986, 70-9. (J. Sapan)

AL-NADIM [see 1BN AL-NADIM].

aL-NADIM, ar-Savyip ‘ABD ALLAH 5. Missan
aL-Hasani, (184—3 96), radical Egyptian orator
and propagandist, noted for his daring use of the
vernacular in print and his caustic journalism,
endeavouring inter alia to stem European interventicn
and limit the power of the Khedives. He was born in
Alexandria, and he studied at the mosque of Shaykh
[brahim Pasha. Running away from there, he worked
as a telegraph officer in Banha, and then later at the
residence of the mother of the Khedive Isma®il in
Cairo. While in the capital he followed courses at al-
Azhar, and met the leading literati. On his dismissal,
he pursued various occupations in the Delta, spending
years as an itinerant versifier (udabdii), entertaining
village notables, earning the epithet of nadim, *‘boon
comparnion.’’ On returning to Alexandria in {879, he
participated in the secret political society Djam®iyyat
Misr al-Fatdt/Union de la Jeunesse Egyptienne, a
group of young intellectuals challenging Riyad
Pasha’s authoritarian government, but not long after-
wards he left it to found a more open charitable
society, al-Djam‘iyya al-Khayriyya al-Islimiyya in
1879. As head of its school he wrote two plays: al-‘drab
or al-Nu‘man, and al-Watan wa-tali* al-tawfik in collo-
quial. He was forced to leave the school in 1881,
allegedly at the instignation of Riyad.

He contributed, in the main anonymously, to
several newspapers, Hakikat al-Akhbar, Misr, al-
Mahriisa, and al-Asr al-Djadid, the last three belonging
to Salim al-Nakkash [g.0.], and founded in 1881 his
own satirical paper, al-Tankirt wa ’I-Tabkit, and then
al-Ta’f, that became before and during the revolt the
organ of the ‘Urabists [see “URABI pasHa], for whom
he had been an early and popular campaigner. He
pioneered a new, less heavily ornamented style of
prose in his newspapers, and ventured as far as
writing entire articles in colloquial Arabic. After the
collapse of the revolt, accused with others of respon-
sibility through his speeches for inciting the massacre
of 11 June in Alexandria, of calling for rebellion, and
of participating in the burning of the city on 11 July,
he spent years in hiding. In 1891 he was arrested and
then released on condition that he leave Egypt. He
went to Palestine, but in 1892 was pardoned by the
Khedive “Abbas [I. Returning to Egypt, he founded
the satirical magazine al-Ustidh (1892-93), opposing
the British occupation. Exiled again to Jaffa and then
Istanbul, Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid II [¢.2.] thought to
silence him with a sinecure, appointing him to the
Education Ministry, and then inspector of publica-
tions until his death.

Various selections from his works have been pub-
lished: Madimii‘at muhdwardi fukahiyya, Alexandria
n.d.; Kana wa-yakunu, Cairo 1892, 1926; Alexandria
1893; Suldfat al-nadim fi muntakhabat al-Sayyid ‘Abd Alldh
al-Nadim, Gairo 1896, n.d. (18977)-1901, 1914 (with
a biography by Ahmad Samir, 3-23); Makalat ‘Abd
Allah al-Nadim, Cairo 1909 and Mukhtarat li-Abd Alldh
al-Nadim, Alexandria 1911. al-Masamir, n.p. (Cairo?)
n.d., a violent satire lampooning the Sultan’s advisor
Abu ’I-Huda al-Sayyadi, was published after his
death. Many of his works have been lost, including his
three diwdns of poetry. With his brother ‘Abd al-

Fattah al-Nadim he published Tahni’z saniypa b ’I-
afrdh al-riyadiyya, Cairo 1310. His zadja! (¢.v.], unsur-
passed by his contemporaries, was innovative,
inspired as it was by his political fervour.
Bibliography:  ‘All al-Hadidl, ‘Abd Allih al-
Naa’zm, khatib al- iﬁatanzyya Cairo n.d.; ‘Abd al-
Mun®im Ibrahim alDasaki al- _D1]am1 1, ‘dbd Allah
al-Nadim wa-dawrvhu fi ’l-haraka al-siyasiyya wa I-
iditimdSiyya, Cairo 1980; Muhammad Ahmad
Khalaf Allah, ‘dbd Allih al-Nadim wa-mudhakkiratuhy
al-styasiyya;, Cairo 1956, including the first publica-
tion of his record of the “Urabi revolt; Muhammad
‘Abd al-Wahhdb Sakr and Fawzl Sa‘id Shihin,
“Abd Allah al-Nadim, Cairo n.d.; Nadjib Tawfik, al/-
Tha’r al-Cazim ‘Abd Allgh al-Nadim, Cairo 1957; G.
Delanoue, ‘dbd Allah Nadim (1845-1896)—Les idées
politiques et morales d’un journaliste égyptien, in BEt. Or. |
xvii (1961-62), 75-119. (P.C. Sabcrove)
NADIM, AHMAD {see NEDIM, AHMED) %gw f
NADIR [see NAZIR AL-SAMT]. L Hore
NADIR, Banu 't-, one of the two main Jewish
tribes of Medina, settled in Yathrib from Palestine
at an unknown date, as a consequence of Roman
pressure after the Jewish wars. Al-Ya‘kubr (ii, 49)
says they were a section of the Djudhdm Arabs, con-
verted to Judaism and first settled on Mount al-Nadir,
whence their name; according to the Sira Halabipya
(Cairo, iii, 2) they were a truly Jewish tribe, con-
nected with the Jews of Khaybar [g.0.]. This seems
the more probable, but a certain admixture of Arab
blood is possible; like the other Jews of Medina, they
bore Arabic names, but kept aloof from the Arabs,
spoke a peculiar dialect, and had enriched themselves
with agriculture, money-lending, trade in armour and

e

bjewels.

They were clients of the Aws, siding with them in
their conflicts with the Khazradj, and entering with
them into the compact with Muhammad known as the
Zonstitution of Medina in 1 a.x. Their most impor-
tant chief at this time was Huyayy b. Akhtab, whose
daughter Safiyya becamme Muhammad’s wife in 7 A 1.
For a list of Muhammad’s worst enemies among the
Banu ’1-Nadir, see Ibn Hisham, Sira, 351-2.

Their fortresses were half a day’s march from
Medina, and they owned land in Wadi Buthan and
Buwayra; their dwelling places were south of the city.

The Banu '1-Nadir seem to have been in (commer-
cial?) relations with Abd Sufyan before the bartte of
TUhud. In 4 Rabt® I, owing to difficulties about the
Banu ’'l-Nadir’s contribution to a certain payment of
blood-money which was being collected from the
whole Muslim community in Medina, Muhammad,
who had personally negotiated the matter with their
chiefs, became convinced of their enmity towards
himself and suspected them of intending to kill him.
He decided to get rid of such dangerous neighbours,
and ordered them through Muhammad b. Maslama
al-Awsi to leave the city within ten days, under
penalty of death, allowing them to take with them all
their movable goods, and to return each year to gather
the produce of their palm-groves.

The tribe, having no hope of help from the Aws,
agreed to leave, but ‘Abd Allah b. Ubayy al-
Khazradji, chief of the Munafikin [q. v] persuaded
them to resist in their fortresses, promising to send

2,000 men to their aid. Huyayy b. Akhtab, hoping the

Bana Kurayza [¢.v.] would also help them, prepared
to resist, in the face of opposition from moderate
elements in the tribe.

The siege lasted about a fortnight, help from the
Mundfikin was not forthcoming, and when the

- Muslims began to cut down their palms the Banu 'l-
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Edit. Jane Dammen Mc Auliffe, Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an,

Vol. III, 2003 Leiden, pp. 497-499 ISAM 94059.

Nabi - S€€¢ PROPHETS AND PROPHETHOOD;

MUHAMMAD

Nadhir see warner

Nadir (Bant al-)

il Maves Sewsler:
One of several Jewish clans of Medina
(q.v.) in pre- and early Islamic times (see
JEWS AND JUDAISM; TRIBES AND CLANS;
PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA AND THE QUR’AN). In
the Islamic tradition, they are usually con-
sidered part of the triad of important
Medinan Jewish clans that also includes
the Bana Qaynuqa‘ (see QAYNUQAS) and
the Banti Qurayza, though often only the
Nadir and the Qurayza (q.v.) are men-
tioned. The latter two were sometimes
called al-kahinan, “the two priest clans”
and Arabic sources provide an Arabicized
“Israelite” genealogy of the Nadir reach-
ing back to Aaron (q.v.; Haron).

The actual origin of the Nadir 1s obscure,
as is the derivation of their name. A num-
ber of persons belonging to them are
known by name from the Arabic sources
and some of these play an important role
in Muhammad’s Medinan period (see

CHRONOLOGY AND THE QUR’AN). Among

the latter are the poet Kah b. al-Ashraf,
who mocked (see MOCKERY) the Prophet
and was then assassinated in a nocturnal
raid to Khaybar (see EXPEDITIONS AND
BATTLES); Sallam b. Ab1 I-Huqgayq, likewise
assassinated in Khaybar; and Huyayy b.
Akhtab, the father of Safiya, who eventu-
ally was one of Muhammad’s wives (see
WIVES OF THE PROPHET). The Nadir, we
are told, supported the Meccan allies
against the Muslims, e.g. by sheltering Abt
Sufyan and inciting the Meccans (as well as
other Jewish clans) to oppose the Prophet
(see OPPOSITION TO MUHAMMAD).

The story of the Nadir and the exact
chronology of events cannot, from today’s
perspective, be reconstructed with cer-
tainty. The most common version 1s as
follows: After growing tensions, Kah b. al-
Ashraf was killed in 3/625. Then, after the
battle of Uhud (q.v.), the Nadir attempted
to assassinate Muhammad by having a
rock fall upon him. The plot failed but the
Muslims laid siege to their quarter in late
g3 or 4/625. After about two weeks and pos-
sibly without any serious fighting (q.v.), the
Nadir capitulated; they had lost their spirit
when Muhammad ordered their palms (sce
DATE PALM) to be destroyed, reference to

which is found in ¢ 59:5, according to
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DID MUHAMMAD CONCLUDE TREATIES
WITH THE JEWISH TRIBES NADIR#
QURAYZA AND QAYNUQA®?*

MICHAEL LECKER

ABSTRACT: This article examines an episode in the diplomatic history of the Prophet
Muhammad, namely the non-belligerency treaties he is said to have concluded after the Hijra
with the main Jewish tribes of Medina, the Nadir, Qurayza and Qaynuga“. [ argue that the
reports on these treaties, their obvious weaknesses notwithstanding, are on the whole
reliable. The treaties were based on a reciprocal undertaking of each party not to cause harm
to the other party. This obligation characterized the first stage of Muhammad’s relationship
with the Jews of Medina. Due to contradicting claims, it seems impossible to determine the
precise terms of the treaties beyond the essential security clause.

For obvious reasons, the encounter between the Prophet Muhammad and
the Jewish tribes of Medina continues to attract scholarly attention. On
the popular level it is still alive in the minds of contemporary Muslims
some of whom are inspired by Muhammad’s brilliant military successes.

Two decades ago, Moshe Gil published in this journal an article which
looked into the position of the Jews according to the most important
document preserved from the time of Muhammad, namely the Ahd al-
Umma or “The Constitution of Medina™.! In the following pages, some of
the relevant evidence is scrutinized, much in the footsteps of Professor
Gil's pioneering study.?

1. Most detailed and important is a report (which belongs to the type of
dal@il al-nubuwwa or “proofs of Muhammad’s prophethood”) by Abu

* [ am indebted to the editors of this volume, Professors David Wasserstein and Uri
Rubin, for commenting on an earlier draft of this paper,

I M. Gil, “The constitution of Medina: a reconsideration™, in JOS 4 (1974), 44-66.

1 The sources quoted below are often late, because few early sources survived; quotations
from lost sources partially make up for the loss; cf. M. Lecker, *The death of the Prophet
Muhammad's father: did WaqidTinvent some of the evidence? in ZDM G 145 (1995),9-27, at
16-20.
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NADIR banu-, one of the three Jewish tribes who after the conquest
of Judaea by the Romans (1st cent. A.D.) had migrated from Palestine
and settled around al-Madinah as clients of the banu-Aws, the ruling
tribe of this region. Reputed cattle breeders and traders they acquired

considerable wealth and held an influential position in the commercial
life of the town. After Muhammad’s entry into al-Madinah (622) their
rather reserved attitude towards the young Moslem community was
felt to be not without danger, Negotiations which should induce them
to leave amicably with all their belongings not having led to a result,
the banu-Nadir, attacked in their quarters, had to surrender and were
forced into exile (625). Some of them settled in the oasis of Khaybar*
near al-Madinah, others migrated into Syria.
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF THE HOLY QUR’AN, VOL. I (EDIT. N.
K.Singh, A. R. Agwan), DELHI 2000. pp. . iSAM KTP 79715.
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The Bani-n-Nadir

his clan was living in the outskirts of
Medina. They, too, had made a covenant

.with the Prophet to be his allies, to help him

against his enemies and to contribute in case
of financial difficulty. In return they would be
entitled to all the privileges.

Another polytheistic tribe, the Bani-Amer,
were also allies. They lived at some distance
from the city. It happened that one of their
chiefs had accepted Islam and he requested the
Prophet to send a delegation to introduce the
new faith to the rest of his tribe. Forty
companions were delegated for this purpose but
alas, treachery was in the wind; hostile nephew
was out for blood.

On his orders the forty companions were
intercepted and captured by his army. Taken
completed by surprise, they could offer little
resistance and were all killed except for two
who managed to escape. On their way back,
one of the fugitives came across two ‘Ameri
men and killed them in revenge for the death
of his thirty-eight friends. He did not realise
that by their action he had violated the treaty
between the Prophet and the Bani-‘Amer.

The Prophet, a model in just and upright
behaviour, did not deny the Bani-‘Amer the
blood money for their two men mistakenly
killed, nor did he include it as a punishment
for the murder of his thirty-eight friends. He
tried to raise the necessary amount from the

Muslim community in Medina and from his
allies, the Bani-n-Nadir, whom he went to visit.
Members of the tribe asked him to wait outside
the high wall surrounding their territory.

While they pretended to be bringing -the
money for him a man named ‘Amr-ben-
Gahhash climbed to the top of the wall in an
attempt to kill Prophet Muhammad (Pbuh) by
dropping a heavy stone on him. Sensing danger
just in time, the Prophet was inspired to hurl
himself clear. Going to the mosque he issued a
command ordering the Bani-n-Nadir to collect
their belongings and prepare to leave Medina
within ten days’ time.

This they refused and taking up arms, they
prepared to fight. Once again, the Prophet
ordered a siege laid to their fortified part of
Medina. Meanwhile their rabbi Ben-Saloul and
his band of hypocrites enthusiastically urged the
rebels to fight, offspring to help. This incident
is recorded in sitrah 59.

Have you not seen the hypocrites saying to
_ their disbelieving brethern among the people

- of the Book: “If you are expelled we too go
out with you and we will never hearken to
anyone in your affair and if you are attacked
surely we will help you, but Alldh is witness
that they are indeed liars. If they are expelled,
never will they go out with them, and if they
are attacked they will never help them, and if
they do help them they will turn their backs

so they will receive no help” (59:11-12).

Fifteen days later the rebels surrendered.
The siege was raised and loading 600 camels
with their belongings, the Bani-n-Nadir departed
for Khaibar some seventy miles away.




