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Siebentes Kapitel.
Reise nach Nabliis und Aufenthalt daselbst.

Nachdem ich diese kleinen Abstecher von Jerusalem aus gemacht hatte,

entschloss ich mich, abzureisen, und zuvorderst nach Nablils zu gehen, da
ich vorliufig fiir meine Zwecke in J, erusalem keine sonderliche Ausbeute zu

erwarten hatte. Bine Einsicht in die handschriftlichen Schiitze der Bibliothek

des armenischen Patriarchats konute ich nicht erlangen, da das Local fiir

dieselbe noch nicht gebaut, und die Codices bei dex Geistlichkeit zexstreut
waren; die Bibliothek des syrisch- jacobitischen Klosters war wegen Abwe-
senheit des Superiors verschlossen, und die des Kreuzes- Klosters der Grie-
chen gleich der armenischen wegen des Neubaues in Unordnung, so dass ich
erst nach geraumer Zeit, wenn der oben erwilnte &iduoxahos dort seine
Stellung als Seminardirector eingenommen haben wiirde, durch ihn die
Erlaubniss erhalten hiitte, dort lingere Zeit zu studiren, und Abschriften zu
machen. Dazu kam noch, dass das Woclenfest der Samaritaner herannahte,
welchem ich Wo méglich beizuwohnen wiinschte. Nachdem ich meine Ab-
schiedsbesuche beendigt, und ein Zelt eingekauft hatte, machte ich mich den
9ten Juni auf den Weg. Es war derselbe Tag, an welechem ich das Jahr
vorher Berlin verlassen hatte. Schon vor Sonnenaufgang wollte ich fort,
aber theils der Mucker, wie gewohnlich, theils der ‘Wunsch, Briefe aus der
Heimath noch_in Empfang zu nehmen, welche, wie ich exfubr, angekommen
waren, hielten mich mehre Stunden zuriick, so dass ich erst gegen 101/, Uhr
Vormiitags fortkam. Es wurde mir schwer, von Jerusalem wegzugehen,
wo ich so genussreiche Tage verlebt, wo ich so liebe Bekanntschaften ange-
kniipft hatte — aber ich konute, ohne mir Vorwiirfe zu machen, nicht linger
dort verweilen — und es wurde mir um so schwerer, da ich nach einem Orte

reiste, dessen Bewohner durch ihren Fanatismus in ganz Palistina bertichtigt

<
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sind. Ich machte zur Bedingung, dass der Mucker, ein freundlicher Maham-
medaner, welcher, wie er mir versicherte, viele Freunde in Nabliis hatte,
mich begleite. Denn ich fiirchtete, dass theils durch den wenige Tage
vorher eingetretenen Fastenmonat Ramadhén, theils durch das Geriicht von
dem Ausbruch eines Krieges zwischen Russland und der Tiirkei die Wuth
gegen die Christen noch gesteigert worden sei. Ueberhaupt ist Nablis ein von
Juden und Christen gefiirchteter Ort. Vor der Occupation von Ibrahim Pascha -
hatte wohl kaum ein Buropier, wenigstens nicht in europiischer Tracht,
gewagt, diese Stadt zu betreten. Die wenigen griechischen Christen, welche
hier waren, lebten unter hartem Druck, mussten zum Unterschied von den
Mubammedanern einen dunkelbraunen Turban tragen, und, ihven Mantel iiber
den Kopf schlagend, sich durch die Gassen schleichen, wobei sie sich woll
hiiten mussten, dem Kleide eines Moslem zu nahe zu kommen, oder an der
rechten Seite eines Solchen voriiber zu gelien; und, wenn sie auch diess Alles
gehorig beobachteten, so waren sie dennoch gezwungen, Beschimpfungen
Diess Alles horte
mit Einem Male auf, als Ibrahim Pascha Besitz von Syrien genommen hatte.

und Schm#hungen ihrer Religion geduldig anzuhbren.

Die Christen athmeten wieder freier, auch Franken (Europier) reisten unan-
gefochten in ihrer Tracht durch diese Stadt. Als aber die Macht der Egypter
gebrochen war, und nach deren Vertreibung die tiirkische Regierung ihre
alte Schwiiche wieder zeigte: da begann der Fanatismus von Neuem sich
auf alles Weise kund zu geben; man fing wieder an, die Christen zu
schmihen, und namentlich die Franken zu insultiren. Zum Gliick war der
damalige Gouverneur ein durch seine Gerechtigkeitsliebe und Energie allge-
mein geachteter Mann, welcher Ausbriiche der Rohheit und des Uebermuthes,
wenn sie ihm zu Ohren kamen, streng riigte, aber freilich auch, aus einer
edlen Familie der Stadt entsprossen, und von Feinden umgeben, die iln
zu stiirzen suchten, um selbst zu dieser Wiirde zu gelangen, manche Riick-
sichten zu nehmen hatte. Da ich durch Schewket Bey an den Pascha von
Jerusalem besonders empfohlen war, so gab mir dieser, der unmittelbare
Vorgesetste des Mutesellim (Gouverneurs) von Nablis, ausser einem allge-
meinen Bujuruldé an die Beamten seines Paschalik’s noch einen besondern
Brief an diesen mit, worin er mich ihm noch specicll empfahl.

Mit meiner leichten Abaye (Mantel) umhiillt, welche den Staub und das
Durchdringen der Sonuenstrahlen, auch allenfalls einen leichten Regen-

schauer abhielt, ritt ich an der Spitze meiner kleinen Karavane zu dem
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394 | PROCEEDINGS OF THE X111t CONGRESS OF CIEPO

Using the example of Hermann Czernin’s diary and correspondence in this
article I have tried to shed light on some problems posed by using the Euro-
pean sources, and above all travel accounts, for the study of Ottorr.lan—Euro—
pean relations or Ottoman history proper without respect to the important
facts influencing their informational value: i. e. the institutional background
of their authors and the purpose of writing them; the generic aspects of their
contents; the omnipresent fopoi concerning the Turks™ of the European litera-
ture and mentality; and the filial interdependencies of different texts.

In this respect the stress I would like to put on the study of private cor-
respondence can hardly be exaggerated, because, it appears, that only thi.s can
open the doors to the author’s mentality, which is an often unspoken point of
reference in a great deal of interpretations of the problems mentioned above,
and which is of a collective, as well as an individual nature. In other words,
one of my aims was to try to demonstrate different pictures, which could be
drawn by using different information sources. The monographical elaboration
of those travels with the application of the whole range of documents that are
available can contribute to a more profound study of the relations between
Orjent and Occident, which were not necessarily conflicting and fearful, as
Czernin’s indifference towards the Turks and Islam may indicate.

3 Comp. Schwob, K. M.: “Zum Bild der Tiirken in deutschsprachigen Schrift des
15. und 16. Jahrhunderts. Zur Entstehung von Klischeevorstellungen.” In: I
Uluslararasi..., op. cit., pp. 180 sq.

NABLUS, NAZARETH AND HAIFA:
THREE OTTOMAN TOWNS IN AN AGE
OF TRANSFORMATION,1840-1914

Mahmoud Yazbak

In the mid-18th century local governors in Palestine began investing in
neglected but strategically located rural settlements and to turn them into
urban centers so as to enhance security in the country, make its administration
more effective and encourage economic incentive. Haifa was no more than a
small coastal settlement and Nazareth a tiny village in the hills of southern
Galillee when in the 1750s Dahir al-*“Umar turned them around and put them
on the road to development' — by the mid-19th century they had become
important Palestinian towns with thriving economies.> While at first people
had to be encouraged by the authorities to come and settle in them, soon both
Haifa and Nazareth developed their own sources of power and their own
mechanisms to protect themselves against outside threats (especially Bedouin
marauders). Among other things, this meant that by now they had their own
elites, a local leadership consisting of notables eager to prevent newcomers
from joining their ranks. In this Haifa and Nazareth resembled other towns
whose urban elite was much longer established, as for example in Nablus. In
other respects, however, there were many differences in the ways these three
cities reacted to the processes of change set in motion around the middle of
the 19th century by the Ottoman centralization policies and the European
penetration into Palestine. The following pages deal with both similarities and
differences in the reactions of each of these three towns as shaped by location,
tradition and heritage, economic sources and social structure.

' Mikha’il al-Sabbagh, ta’rikh al-Shaykh Dahir al-Umar al-zaydani, Hakim ‘Akka
wa-Bilad Safad, Harisa, Lebanon, n.d., p. 45; Mahmoud Yazbak, “Strife Among the
Social Elite in Haifa, 1870-1914, The Traditional Elite Versus A New Rising Elite,
Based Upon the Sijill of the Shari‘a Court,” in Daniel Panzac (ed.), Histoire économique
et sociale de I’Empire Ottoman et de la Turquie (1326-1960), pp. 539-541.

% Alexander Scholch, Palestine in Transformation 1856-1882, Studies in Social,
Economic and Political Development, translated by William Young and Michael
Gerrity, Washington 1993, pp. 146-153. :
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Economic and Social Consequences
of the Opening of New Markets:
The Case of Nablu¥, 1870-1914

Gad G. Gilbar

Palestine’s integration into the world economic system during the last decades of
Ottoman rule had a major impact on the socio-economic development of several
urban communities in the country. Social change in the port cities Jaffa and Haifa
during this period has already been explored.! We know less, however, about the
effect of the process on the urban centers — of the Palestinian highlands -, cities
which were of great importance throughout the second half of the 19th century both
socio-economically and politically. One such provincial city, among the largest in
19th-century Palestine, was Nablus. It was the urban center of a large sancak; one
of the leading commercial towns in the country; and the origin and base for several
of Palestine’s foremost elite families, whose influence extended across large areas
of northern Palestine. While it is true that Nablus was quite removed from the
arena of major economic developments, yet tangible social and economic changes
did occur in this city during the last 50-odd years of Ottoman rule.

Demographic and Economic Developments

Nablus, in the 1860s, was the third largest city in Palestine, second only to
Jerusalem and Gaza, and had a population of 10,000-11,000.* About 50 years later,
before the outbreak of World War 1, its population was 20,000-22,000.> These
figures are based on estimates and evaluations which may be divided into two
categories in terms of reliability. The first consists of Ottoman censuses, which,
while important, are problematic. The Ottomans counted households in their
censuses, and as there is no way of accurately determining the average size of an
urban or rural household in a given period or area, the exact size of the population
at any given date cannot be fixed, although it is possible to make reasonable

1 See, for example, Kark, Ruth: Jaffa, A City in Evolution, 1799-1917, Jerusalem 1990; Yazbak,
Mahmoud: "Strife among the Social Elite in Haifa 1870-1914: The Traditional Elite versus a New
Rising Elite," in: Panzac, Daniel (ed.): Histoire économique et sociale de I’Empire ottoman et de la
Turquie (1326-1960), (Collection Turcica, 8), 1995, pp. 539-554.

2 Tristram, H. B.: The Land of Israel, London 1865, p. 146; Guérin, V.: Déscription geographique,
historique et archéologique de la Palestine-Samarie, Paris 1880, vol. 1, p. 394. Cf. Noroff,
Abraham von: Meine Reise nach Paldstina,Leipzig 1862, vol. 2, p. 126.

3 Rafiq, Muhammad & Bahjat, Muhammad: Wilayat Bayrit, vol. 1: al-Qism aljandbi, Beirut
1916-1917, p. 113-114; Cf. Cuinet, Vital: Syrie, Liban et Palestine, Paris 1896.
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Na%lus versus Haifa, 1870-1914:
Administrative Developments and their
Impact on Social Stratification

Mahmoud Yazbak

Nablus, for the greater part of its histdry, lay tucked away in the mountainous
region of central Palestine, a location eminently suited for the local and regional
trade in which the town thrived. Nablus served as the center for the commerce,
manufacturing, and administration of its hinterland on whose protection it de-
pended. At the same time, the town was too far from the coast to be able to take up
a direct role in the growing trade with Europe, and it did not have access to such
sources of income as were normally generated by outside capital. Culturally,
Nablus remained largely unaffected by the rising commercial, cultural, and
missionary ties with which Europe invaded Palestine as of the 1850s. Furthermore,
with a population of 20,000 that remained largely constant, unaffected as it was by
immigration, Nablus was able to preserve its autonomous cultural identity far
beyond the mid-19th century.!

Haifa had been of little importance prior to Z3hir al-“Umar, who rebuilt the town
in the 1750s as part of his efforts to fortify the coastline around Acre.” The town’s
} NS development set in only after 1830, when Acre was heavily shelled and partly

i o e destroyed by Ibrahim Pasha’s forces and wealthy merchants and European vice
consuls as a result began moving to Haifa.? It had a suitable anchorage for steam-
ships and it became the main port of northern Palestine and the Hawran. When in
1905 the Ottoman government made it one of the central stations of the Hejaz

— Railroad, Haifa’s port became second in importance to Beirut.*
Turned into the administrative center of a gadd’ (subdistrict) in 1840, and
becoming the commercial center of a large hinterland soon thereafter, Haifa began
attracting large numbers of immigrants not only from its immediate surroundings

t Doumani, Beshara: Rediscovering Palestine, Merchants and Peasants in Jabal Nablus, 17001900,
Berkeley/Los Angeles 1995, pp. 16-22.
2 al-Sabbagh, Mikha"il: Ta 'rikh al-shaykh Zahir al-“Umar al-Zaydani, hakim ‘Akka wa-bilad Safad,
Harisa n.d., p. 45.
3 British, French, Austrian, Dutch, and Sardinian vice consuls could be found in Haifa during the
Egyptian occupation. Bulus, Qarali: Futihat Ibrahim Pasha al-MisrT fi Filastin, Bayt Shabab 1937,
* ) - p. 54. The Sayqalis, from among Acre’s prominent merchants, moved to Haifa in the first years of
the Egyptian occupation. Sifill of the shari‘a court of Haifa, (1306 A.H.), case nos. 224, 353;
(hereafter Siill).
4 Rafig (al-Tamimi), Muhammad & Bahjat, Muhammad: Wildyar Bayrit, al-gism al-janabi, 3rd.
edition, 2 vols., Beirut 1987, vol. 1, pp. 227-228.
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394 | PROCEEDINGS OF THE XJITH CONGRESS OF CIEPO -

Using the example of Hermann Czernin’s diary and correspondence in this
article I have tried to shed light on some problems posed by using the Euro-
pean sources, and above all travel accounts, for the study of Ottoman-Euro-
pean relations or Ottoman history proper without respect to the important
facts influencing their informational value: i. e. the institational background
of their authors and the purpose of writing them; the generic aspects of their
contents; the ommipresent fopoi concerning the Turks™ of the European litera-
ture and mentality; and the filial interdependencies of different texts.

In this respect the stress I would like to put on the study of private cor-
respondence can hardly be exaggerated, because, it appears, that only this can
open the doors to the author’s mentality, which is an often unspoken point of
reference in a great deal of interpretations of the problems mentioned above,
and which is of a collective, as well as an individual nafturc. In other words,
one of my aims was to try to demonstrate different pictures, which could be
drawn by wsing different information sources. The monographical elaboration
of those travels with the application of the whole range of documents that are
available can contribute to a more profound study of the relations between
Orient and Occident, which were not necessarily conflicting and fearful, as
Czernin’s indifference towards the Turks and Islam may indicate.

Archiv Orientalni, Supplementa VIII. (1998): Essays on Ottoman
Civilization [Proceedings of the XIIth Congress of the Comite
International d’Etudes Pre-Ottomanes et Ottomanes(CIEPO),.

Praha 19961, Praha 1998, ,,. S55- /72 0. D.2522
& a4 .. 3 L

* Comp. Schwob, K. M.: “Zum Bild der Tiirken in deutschsprachigen Schrift des
15. und 16. Jahrhunderts. Zur Entstehung von Klischeevorstellungen.” In: I
Uluslararasi..., op. cit., pp. 180 sq.

NABLUS, NAZARETH AND HAIFA:
THREE OTTOMAN TOWNS IN AN AGE
OF TRANSFORMATION,1840-71914

Mahmoud Yazbak

In the mid-18th century local governors in Palestine began investing in
neglected but strategically located rural settlements and to turn them into
urban centers so as to enhance security in the country, make its administration
more effective and encourage economic incentive. Haifa was no more than a
small coastal settlement and Nazareth a tiny village in the hills of southern
Galillee when in the 1750s Dabir al-“Umar turned them around and put them
on the road to development' ~ by the mid-19th century they had become
important Palestinian towns with thriving economies.” While at first people
had to be encouraged by the authorities to come and settle in them, soon both
Haifa and Nazareth developed their own sources of power and their own
mechanisms to protect themselves against outside threats (especially Bedouin
marauders). Among other things, this meant that by now they had their own
elites, a Tocal leadership consisting of notables eager to prevent newcomers
from joining their ranks. In this Haifa and Nazareth resembled other towns
whose urban elite was much longer established, as for example in Nablus. In
other respects, however, there were many differences in the ways these three
cities reacted to the processes of change set in motion around the middle of
the 19th century by the Ottoman centralization policies and the European
penetration into Palestine. The following pages deal with both similarities and
differences in the reactions of each of these three towns as shaped by location,
tradition and heritage, economic sources and social structure.

! Mikha’il al-Sabbagh, ta’rikh al-Shaykh Dahir al-*Umar al-zaydani, Hakim *Akka
wa-Bilad Safad, Harisa, Lebanon, n.d., p. 45; Mahmoud Yazbak, “Strife Among the
Social Elite in Haifa, 1870-1914, The Traditional Elite Versus A New Rising Elite,
Based Upon the Sijill of the Shari‘a Court,” in Daniel Panzac (ed.), Histoire économique
et sociale de I'Empire Ottoman et de la Turquie (1326-1960), pp. 539-541.

2 Alexander Scholch, Palestine in Transformation 1856-1882, Studies in Social,
Economic and Political Development, translated by William Young and Michael
Gerrity, Washington 1993, pp. 146-153.
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URBANISATION ET SYSTEMES URBAINS AU PROCHE-ORIENT 121

quant la concentration ancestrale des propriétaires fonciers absentéistes
dans les villes, également destinataires des ponctions fiscales des pou-
voirs politico-militaires de jadis. A tel point que le concept de « capita-
lisme de rente » (Rentenkapitalismus) élaboré par le géographe
autrichien Hans Bobek (1959 et 1974) A partir du cas iranien a été éten-
du a tout le Proche- et Moyen-Orient o il plonge ses racines dans les
sociétés antiques : les citadins (ou plus précisément les éléments domi-
nants de la société urbaine, 4 travers une grande variété de systémes
politiques) détenaient la terre cultivable et les moyens de production et
se contentaient de percevoir la rente fonciére sans réaliser aucun inves-
tissement. Ce systéme qui donnait aux villes une position parasitaire et
entretenait la sclérose technique s’est prolongé jusqu’au début de ce
siecle (Planhol 1993). Les villes concentraient également les activités
artisanales et commerciales dans leur bazar et Ies marchands urbains
commanditaient le commerce caravanier 4 longue distance assuré pour
leur compte par les nomades.

La nouvelle prépondérance des villes a d’autres formes : si la pro-
priété fonciére absentéiste a vu son pouvoir éliminé, ou amoindri, selon
les cas, par les réformes agraires appliquées en Egypte, Syrie, Jordanie et
Irak, le r6le commercial des villes s’est encore accru, associant la col-
lecte des produits de Iagriculture et de I'élevage et la distribution des
produits industriels, tandis que le renforcement de Pappareil d’Etat a
multiplié les administrations et les services publics en ville, en un mail-
lage de plus en plus serré. Le développement des transports a de plus
facilité I’acces a la ville, & ses commerces, services et loisirs, comme & son
marché du travail, et des liens extrémement denses se sont ainsi tissés
entre les villes et la quasi-totalité des espaces ruraux, légitimant la for-
mule de «1’urbanisation généralisée » utilisée par Jean-Francois
Troin (1995). Partout, la référence fondamentale est la ville. Mais quelle
ville ? Ce singulier générique ne cache-t-il pas un dynamisme et des
capacités d’attraction différenciées d’une ville 4 I'autre ?

II. — MACROCEPHALIE ET METROPOLISATION
1) Le poids des plus grandes cités

A premiére vue, les plus grandes agglomérations urbaines semblent
étre les premieres bénéficiaires de ces processus de croissance et de
polarisation, qui aboutissent donc & des phénoménes de macrocéphalie
et de métropolisation.

Sur un plan purement statistique d’abord, une ou deux cités domi-
nent largement le semis urbain de chaque pays, comme nous avons
essayé de le montrer dans le tableau 2, qui reste trés approximatif.

-

Rev. Géogr. Est, Nancy, t. 37 (1997). 2-3

TABLEAU 2
Le poids des agglomérations principales

1% aggtomération 2¢ agglomération
Date P0p4ul.ation P o Pop ., Tg/ial
milers @y | P ) ooy |

Turquie 1990 56098 | Istanbul 6620 118 | Ankara 2559 46 164
Chypre 1993 764 | Nicosie 170 223 | Lamaca 55 72 295
Syrie #1994 14300 | Damas 1800 126 | Alep 1200 84 219
Liban #1995 3250 |Beyrouth 1625 500 | Tripoli 250 77 511
Israél #1900 5059 | Tel Aviv 1843 364 | Jérusalem 544 103 472
Palestine | *1995 1955 | Gaza 600 307 Néﬁlause 120 6 3638
Jordanie #1994 4200 | Amman 1300 310 | Zarqa 600 143 452
Irak *19%4 20000 | Bagdad 5000 250 | Bassora 1500 75 325
Egypte *1994 58900 |Le Caire | 10300 175 | Alexandriel 3500 59 234

Sources : Annuaires statistiques divers et ajustements personnels.

On ne sera pas surpris de constater que ce poids relatif des .plu\s
grandes agglomérations est le plus grand dans les Etats les plus petits, 2
Pexception de Chypre : la premiére agglomération rassemble a elle seule
la moitié de la population du pays au Liban, les deux premiéres
ensemble s’en approchent en Israél comme en Jordanie. Cette prépon-
dérance est moins marquée dans les grands pays, mais présente des
écarts considérables puisque les chiffres vont du simple au double si
nous comparons la Turquie a 'Irak. La Syrie moins peuplée vient
s’intercaler entre la Turquie et I'Egypte.

Ce poids démographique refléte toujours une forte concentration
des pouvoirs et des activités. Dans la plupart des cas, elle est plus que
proportionnelle & la population de I’agglomération (ou des aggloméra-
tions) primatiale. Par exemple, Istanbul, avec un peu moins de 12 % de
la population turque, rassemble 25 % de la main-d’ceuvre industrielle ou
de TI'activité commerciale du pays (DIE 1993), tandis que Bagdad, avec
environ le quart de la population de 1'Irak, rassemble 40 % des fonc-
tionnaires, 56 % de la main-d’ceuvre industrielle, 88 % des professeurs
d’université, et percoit 95 % des impdts sur le revenu (Bourgey et
Mutin 1995). Les aspects qualitatifs sont encore plus importants, car ces
métropoles sont pour I'ensemble de la population le vecteur des tech-
niques et des modeles de consommation mondiaux, les relais effectifs de
la mondialisation.

e 400,
Rev. Géogr. Est, Nancy, t. 37 (1997), 2-3 oA T ,ﬁ//
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BERICHTE UND ERGEBNISSE EINER FORSCHUNGSREISE " Acltes Tapitel
IN DER _ Reise von Nablis nach Damascus.
LEVANTE, IN MESOPOTAMIEN UND IN PERSIEN “ Montag, den 8ten August, reiste ich von Nablis wieder ab. Da ich
DER VERSCHIEDENARTISE;%EE ESJSQSTEND v mit dem Mucker, den ich von Jerusalem nach Nablis genommen hatte,
: PPEN UND RELIGIONSSECTEN, sehr zufrieden gewesen war, so hatte ich ihm versprochen, bei meiner Wei-
JESIDEN, KURDEN, MAND}A'VFT[E( ?\iiiggff;b} : terreise von da ih‘n wieder zu nehmen. Ich liess ihn kommen, fand jedoch
MIT ETHNOLOC;ISCHEN ngﬂ.)i?;lcsEN, SAMARITANER, E bald Ursac:he, ml't ihm un‘zufriedcn zu seil. - Er brachte den Armenier,
PHILOLOGISCHEN UND RELIG[O'NSWISSENS f}ff- ] Kaspar», wieder mit, wollte ihn aber zuriickschicken.. Es eutspann sich ein
FTLICHEN : langer Streit zwischen beiden, den ich endlich dadurch sellichtete, dass ich
ANMERKUNGEN

dem Letztern 50 P. Bakschisch zu geben versprach. Diess verzigerte meine

Abreise bis gegen 9 Uhr Vormittags. Der Sicherheit wegeu, da der Weg,

welchen ich machen wollte — ich hatte mir vorgenommen, iiber den Karmel,

- S ISLAIY TARIH SARAT Sur und Saida nach Beirut zuriickzugehen — wegen der umberstreifenden
7 < ve KULTORD ARASTIRMA

BERKEZ] - ISTANEUL

Beduinen sehr unsicher sein sollte,*) liess ich mir von dem Bey 2 Basch-

bozuk’s, Kurden aus Salahije bei Damascus als Escorte mitgeben. Der

Hohepriester der Samaritancr, Amrén, uud mehrere Glieder der kleinen
evangelischen Gemeinde kamen nochmals, sich von mir zu verabschieden ;
0 0 4 0 5 3 und mein freundlicher Wirth begleitete mich bis vor das westliche. Thor, zu
welchem ich hinausvitt. Bekleidet mit einem Fess und einer weissen Abaje
(Mantel), welche mir das Ansehen eines tiirkischen Officier’s oder Efendi’s
gaben, und gesehiitzt durch die beiden Baschbozuk’s, deren Einer mit Lanze

und Schwerdt, der Andere mit Pistolen und Flinte bewaffnet war, wagte die

Jugend von Nablis nicht, mich auf irgend eine Weise zu beleidigen. Leider

-

| ‘ waren mein Mucker, so wie die beiden Kurden, des Weges, wie der Ort-
SA - PHILO PRESS schaften, die wir sahen oder beriihrten, ganz unkundig, so dass ich die
AMSTERDAM Itijen der Letztern nicht erfaliren kounte. Wir ritten zwischen den Berg-

* Wilrend meines Aufenthalts in Nablas hatten die Beduinen eines Morgens
30 Kawmeele dicht vor den Thoren der Stadt weggenommen.
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Beshara B. Doumani

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF POPULATION
COUNTS IN OTTOMAN PALESTINE:
NABLUS, CIRCA 1850

New evidence, culled from the Nablus advisory council (majlis al-shiird) records
and based on an actual Ottoman population count taken in December 1849, indi-
cates that the city’s population at that time numbered at least 20,000 people, more
than twice the frequently cited figure of 8,000-9,000.! This revision raises serious
doubts about the veracity of hitherto commonly accepted population figures, most
of them based on contemporary estimates by Western observers, for the various
regions of Palestine during the first three-quarters of the 19th century. Moreover,
when compared to available data for Nablus from the 16th and the late 19th cen-
turies, it seems that the pattern of Nablus’s demographic development differs from
what the proponents of Ottoman decline and modernization theses have argued.?
Instead of decreasing during the so-called dark ages of Ottoman decline in the 17th
and 18th centuries, Nablus’s population increased significantly; and instead of
growing robustly during the so-called period of modernization in the second half of
the 19th century, it appears to have leveled off.

This against-the-grain demographic pattern reflects the fact that Nablus—an in-
terior city whose economy was based on local and regional trade, manufacture,
and the provision of services to the surrounding hinterland—enjoyed a fair mea-
sure of economic prosperity and political stability during the middle Ottoman cen-
turies when the power of the central government was weak. Conversely, Nablus’s
economy in the latter part of the 19th century, when compared to the efferves-
cence of some other towns in Greater Syria, seems to have become lethargic as a
result of Ottoman centralization and the deepening integration of Palestine into the
European-dominated world economy. Just as Damascus was superseded by Beirut,
a rapidly growing coastal city energized by the increasing volume of trade with
Europe, so was Nablus negatively affected by the shifting of economic and poli-
tical power toward the coastal trade cities of Jaffa and Haifa, and to Jerusalem.
Further comparative study is needed to determine whether Nablus’s demographic
development during the Ottoman period is unigue or typical of other interior urban
centers in Greater Syria characterized by similar economic and social structures.

Beshara B. Doumani teaches at the Department of History, University of Pennsylvania, 207 College
Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 19104, U.S.A.

© 1994 Cambridge University Press 0020-7438/94 $5.00 + .00
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Mahmoud Yazbak »4

NABULSI ULAMA IN THE LATE OTTOMAN
PERIOD, 1864-1914

One of the main arguments used to prop up the thesis that, as of the 16th century,
there was a steady decline in virtually all spheres of the Ottoman Empire’s adminis-
tration and society has been that Muslim societies in the Ottoman Middle East
proved incapable, or even unwilling, to open up and accept the process of Western
modernization.! In recent years, however, newly discovered local sources together
with a change in methodological approach have led to a growing body of critical
studies that challenge the decline theory on a number of points.>? The 19th century,
for example, is increasingly viewed as still very much an Ottoman century, in which
the Porte, instead of seeing its power in the provinces diminish under the growing
impact of the West, succeeded in strengthening its hold through the centralization
policies of the Tanzimat. Another significant example is that of local elites who, in-
stead of opposing Istanbul’s reformist policies across the board, are often found to
identify and cooperate with the central government.

A major bone of contention among historians has been the attitude of the ulama
(religious scholars) toward the Tanzimat. Again, questioning the assumptions of the
decline theory opens the way to a re-evaluation of the status that the ulama held and
the role they played during the second half of the 19th century. Because the ulama
were responsible for upholding the shari“a (Islamic law) and preserving the Islamic
character of society, proponents of the decline theory have usually portrayed them as
the main obstacle to the “successful” Westernization of Ottoman administration and
society; in other words (so the argument goes), when the Porte finally showed its
readiness to shoulder the task of halting the overall social and administrative dete-
rioration by adopting secuiar Western methods of government, it encountered strong
opposition from the leaders of the Muslim masses throughout the provinces, the
ulama foremost among them.? However, it is now clear not only that the ulama
proved flexible enough to adapt to the changing political and economic circum-
stances, but also that they were often successful in preserving their elite status,
and—perhaps most significant—that throughout the 19th century they remained an
Ottoman (versus a Westernizing) group.*

Taking the town of Nablus in central Palestine as a case study, this article offers
an attempt to trace how and to what extent the ulama succeeded in maintaining their

Mahmoud Yazbak is Lecturer in the Department of Middle Eastern History, University of Haifa, 3 1905
-Haifa, Israel.

© 1997 Cambridge University Press 0020-7438/97 37.50 + .10
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NABITA — NABULUS

anathematise tyrants, ladjwir (the attribution to God
of evil actions as well as good ones), anthropomor-
phism and determinism, these last two articles of faith
clearly pinpointing their impiety.

Ibn Kutayba, for his part, avoids all links with the
Hanbalis but castigates the extremist traditionists who
behave in a disordered fashion and are called ‘‘some-
times hashwiypa, ndbita or mudjbira, and sometimes
diabriyya’’ (Mukhtalif al-hadith, 96, tr. G. Lecomte, §§
108-9). Because of their predilection for the
Umayyads, there is a tendency to link the Nabita with
the ‘Uthmaniyya, but these last, like the “Alids, re-
jected the dynasty founded by Mufawiya. On the
other hand, against the partisans of CAlf, taey
recognised the caliphate of “Uthméan and, throvgh
that, ‘those of his two predecessors (cf. Lecomte, Ihn
Qutaybe, Paris 1965, p. XXIII, 336-41, who appears
to follow I. Goldziher (in Muh. St ii, 119-20), who
mistakenly makes the equation “Uthmaniyya = par-
tisans of the Umayyads).

Bibliography: On the mss. and edition of the
Risala fi ’I-Ndbita, see Brockelmann, 81, 242, no. 7,
and Pellat, Nouvel inventaire, in Arabica, xxxi (1984),
151, no. 162. In addition to the references given in
the article, see further A. Khalid, Shakhsiyydt wa-
tayyarat, Sousse 1970, 236-40; Raghid Rida, in
Mangr, vii (1904-5), 620-4; G.E. Bosworth, 4l-
Magrizi’s  ““Book of Contention and Strife”’, ]SS
Monographs no. 3, Manchester 1980, 38-40; and
Bibl. to gasHwivva. Starting from the mention, by
al-Farabi, of the nawdbit who are, grosso modo, the

. opposition, Ilai Alon has been led to analyse the
concept expressed by the term, not only by the
author of al-Madina al-fadila, but additionally in the
works where it figures, from the time of al-Djahiz
onwards; see his Farabi’s funny flora: al-nawabit as

“opposition”’, in diubica, xxxvil {1990), 56-90.

(CH. PELLAT)

NABOB [see NawwAB].

NABULUS, a town in central Palestine, the
name of which is derived from that of Flavia
Neapolis built in honour of Vespasian. Its Old
Testament predecessor was Shechem, which how-
ever lay more to the cast on the site of the present
village of Balata (the name is explained by S. Klein,
in ZDPV, xxxv, 38-9; cf. R. Hurtmann, in :bid.,
xxxiii, 175-6, as ““platanus’’, from the evidence of the
pilgrim of Bordeaux and the Midrash Gen. rb., c. 81,
§ 3). According to Eusebius, the place where the old
town stood was pointed out in a suburb of Neapolis.
The correctness of this identification of the site of
Shechem has now been completely proved by Sellin’s
excavations; and this also explains how the old name
did not as usual drive out the late Greek one. In the
time of the Arab writers, the name Shechem was long
forgotten and what they tell us refers to Neapolis-
Nabulus.

Nabulus is in a long valley (running form east to
west) formed by two chains of hills, on the south side
Garizim, Arabic Djabal al-Tir or al-Kiblf (2,900 feet
high), on the north side Ebal, Arabic Djabal
Islamiyya or al-Shamalt (3,140 feet high). G.
Holscher (ZDPV, xxxiii, 98) refers the older name of
Neapolis, Mabartha (Mamortha) in Pliny and
Josephus, i.e. ““crossing’’, ma‘bartd, to the low saddle
running right across the valley. The town with its 22
springs is unusually rich in water, which can be heard
running everywhere and produces a very luxuriant
vegetation. Where the road from the south turns
westwards into the valley there 1s a well with the ruins
of a church. Unanimous tradition since the 4th cen-
tury A.D. locates herc Jacob’s well,

and it is

undoubtedly the same as is mentioned in John, iv, 5.
About a thousand yards to the north is a building
where tradition locates Joseph’s grave.

In the post-exilic period, Shechem belonged to the
territory of the mixed people of the Samaritans, whose
capital it became after they had built on the hill of
Garizim (the Samaritan text of Deut., xxvii, 5, has
this name instead of Ebal) a temple as a rival to that
of Jerusalem. They were continually at strife with the
Juws, and in the end John Hyrcanus in 129 B.C.
destroyed Shechem and its temple. At a later date,
this always turbulent people was equally hostile to the
Romans, which caused Vespasian to attack them on
Garizitn, when a large number were slain. Chris-
tianity gradually spread in the country and Neapolis
became a  bishopric. The result was that the
Samaritans now turned their arms against the Chris-
tians and treated them with great cruelty. After a
deadly raid by them, the Byzantine Emperor Zeno
(474-91) had them driven from Garizim and built a
church there. They wrought still greater havoc in the
time of Justinian, who punished them with great
severity and destroyed their synagogues while he
rebuilt the churches. This finally broke their spirit;
many of them fled to Persia while others became
Christians. Their part had been played out by the
time that Nabulus, with many other towns, fell into
the hands of the Muslims. '

The notices of the Arab authors about the town are
very scanty. They know that it was inhabited by
Samaritans [see SAMIRIYYA] and some add that,
according to the Jews, they are found nowhere else;
but it should be noted that al-Baladhuri, Futik, 138,
speaks of Samaritans in Filastin and Urdunn. Al-
Ya kbl mentions (Buldin, 328, tr. Wiet, 181},
Nabulus as a town near two sacred hills with a popula-
tion of Jews, foreigners and Samaritans. Below the
town is a subterranean city, hewn out of the rock. Al-
Mukaddasi says ‘‘Nabulus lies in a valley between
two hills, is rich in olive-trees and a stream flows
through it. The houses are of stone and there are mills
there; the mosque in the centre has a beautiful paved
conrtyard”. In the Crusading period, Nabulus is
mentioned as unfortified. On 23 Jan. 1120, an
assembly of prelates and secular notables was held
here with the object of improving the morals of the
Christians. Al-IdrisT mentions the well of Jacob where
Christ had the conversation with the woman of
Samaria; a fine church had then been built on the
spot. The Jewish traveller Benjamin of Tudela (1160-
73) records that there were no Jews in Nibulus, but
about 100 Kutaeans (Samaritans), who offered
burned offerings on the altar on Garizim at the
passover and on other feast-days. His contemporary
‘All  al-Harawi says the Samaritans are very
numerous. He, as does Yakut, always writes Garizim
as Kazirim, a corruption which we already have in the
““Agazaren’’ of the pilgrim of Bordeaux. A terrible
earthquake in 1202 added to the miseries inflicted on
the town by the continual wars between Franks and
Muslims. Under the great Mamlik Sultan Baybars
[g.0.] it finally passed into possession of the Muslims.
Yakit remarks on the wealth of water and fertility of
the district; here, he says, is the hill on which accord-
ing to the Jews, Abraham wanted to sacrifice Isaac
(not Ishmael as many of the Muslims say). When
praying, the Samaritans turn towards Garizim. Al-
Dimashki says that Nabulus is like a palace sur-
rounded by gardens; he mentions the pilgrimages of
the Samaritans to Garizim where they sacrificed
lambs. The Muslims had a fine mosque in the towr,
where the Kur’an w, gcited day and night. Accord-
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457 ABUARKUB, Mumen. Odrzavanje i obnova stanth
gradova u arapskim zemljama s posebnim osvitom na
stari grad u Nablusu u Palestinj. Prostor: Znanstveni
Casopis za Arhitektury i Urbanizam, 151/ 33 (2007)
Pp.132-143.  [With abstract in English entitled
"Preservation and revitalization of ancient towns in.
Arabian countries with special reference ta the ancient
town in Nablus in Palestine".
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