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.. Un document importaat. pour I’histoire
Tl “.«.:;politi'co-religieuser de l’Isle‘mi

e A
i ~

ot

Co - - ool ‘e

~ La préparation d’une édition -critique. d’ isd
- encof‘e inédite de Djahiz. sur l’anthrotll)dmoci‘ll)lgfsmlzsa(lf‘:‘

nafyi t-tachbih), dont le destinataire est Abat 1-Walid
Muhammad ibn ‘Ahmad ibn Abi Du’dd, m’a conduit a
reprendre, pour en donner une iraduction annotée, un.
au:[re texte en partie consacré au méme sﬁjet‘f‘édreSs’é au
méme Pex;sonnage et intitulé par les cepistes’ et les édi-
teurs Risdla fi n-Nabita ou fi Bani Umayya (1).~ i
' .Dans sa longue et suggestive introduction, le premier
edltel}r, Van Vloten, s’attache surtout, comme attendu, aux
renseignements fournis sur les Ndbita et assimil(; les
te{lants de la doctrine réfutée par Djdhiz, aux néo-hach-
wiyya qui, tout en faisant usage du kaldm, s’opposaient '
au mu‘tazilisme : par leur dnthropomorphisme et la néga-
tllon du dqgme de la création du Coran sur le plan regli- '
gleux, par une attitude favorable dux Umayyades sur le

(1) Premiére éd. par Van Vloten (sous le titre an-Ndbita), a l’oc.ca-

sion du XI* Congrés des Orientalist o io
rwsutmancs, Pente Soop, 99_1;3: es (3 Section : Langues et archéologie

5 éS;usCI:. tltr;a‘Rzﬁla ft Bani Umayya : éd. A. F. Rifa'i, ‘A¢r al-Ma'mian
‘Arab., Vn‘l[re,193346_1‘928’ II, 72-80 ; éd. D. Tchélébi, dans Lughat al:
p S’andﬂbi( RO)"?2—39 (gell.ation de G. Levi Della Vida, ibid., 291-6) ;
D"gmh ! ) aﬁd il a‘I-D]aqu, Caire, 1933, 292-300 ; éd. A.Z. Gafwaity
qéatreagézite.;i:d(l)iietill;i;ab, lt“’téd., Caire, 1356=1937, IV, 60-75.. Les,
quatre ¢ sont tous pers é i i

inédit ; en tout cas, aucun. d’eux ne sign:;];aii: S01;I Iielslséiu:;teél:‘;e:llrtstexm

Nous r’indiquerons en note : i
¢ ons que les variantes de notre
par rapport & celui de Sanddbi qui est le plus accessible propre texte

. o LA « NABITA » DE DJAHIZ - 303

plan politique. Ces écoles (2) de muiakallimin sunnites
s’efforgaient de diminuer Pinfluence du mu‘tazilisme,; et
"de gagner l’adhésion des masses au moyen de - spécula-
tions séduisantes et accessibles au plus grand nombre ;
ainsi, pour reprendre Pexpression de Van Vldten, «ce
qui semble caractériser Pépoque de Djahiz, c’est que Vop-
position entre kaldm et traditionnisme perd de son inten-
sité et qu'a sa place, on trouve Popposition entre les
mu‘tazilites d’un coté, les mutakallim anti-mu‘tazilistes de
Tautre ». '

A cet égard, la partie de la risdla qui traite des opi-
nions soutenues par les Ndbifa présente dond ‘une cer-
taine valeur documentaire et c’est précisément sur ce
-point que Van Viotert a mis Paccent ; mais, hors du cadre
de la théologie, ce texte jette quelque clarté sur la pen-
sée djihizienne, en méme temps que sur les divisions de
la communauté islamique au début du III° siécle de Thé-
gire. Ce sont ces données qu’il convient maintenant de
mettre en lumiére.

*
w*
\ -

' La bonne utilisation de ce document dépend pour une bonne
part de la connaissance précise de la date de sa composition.
Le nom du destinataire, Ab& 1-Walid Muhammad, fils et nd'ib
(3 partir de 218) du Grand Cadi Ahmad ibn Abi Du'ad (*), ne

- fournit qu'un élément de datation assez vague. Nous savons

cependant qu’'au moment méme ou, d’aprés ses biographes,
Djahiz se faisait I'allié d'Ibn az-Zayyat contre le Cadi, il cor-
respondait déja avec Abl 1-Walid & qui il adressait de véri-
tables rapports sur la situation politico-religieuse, et des lettres
personnelles pour lui demander de favoriser la diffusion de
ses ouvrages (*). D’autre part, les litres des écrits sur Qahtin
et ‘AdnAn ainsi que sur les Arabes et les mawdli qui sont cités
3 la fin de la risdla, figurent également dans la notice biblio-

@) 11 faut sighale: notamment celle de Bakr qui, malgré ses attaches
avec le soufisme, avait tenté d’arracher « Bagra A la suprématie théolo-
gique des mu‘tazilites » (L. Massignon, Essai sur les origines du lexique
technique de la mystique musulmane, Paris, 1922, 197).

(3) V.L. Massignon, Cadis et nagqibs, dans WZKM, 1948, 107. Abt *
1-Walid mourut quelques jours-avant son pére, a la fin de I'année 239 ;
v. E.L, s.v. Ahmad.

(4) La risdla fi nafyi t-tachbih qui peut étre datée avec plus de pré-
cision en est un exemple convaincant. ’ .
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AL-NABIGHA AL-DJA‘DI — NABITA

843

of repartee and his youth having probably plcased the
Prophet, the Jatter blessed him and he retained right
up to his death at a very advanced age a perfect set of
teeth. In 21-2/641-3, he migrated in company with his
tribe to Basra (Diwan, no. XI, vv. 6-8, an evocation
of the journey). Certain episodes of this stay there,
punctuated by an expedition for the conquest of
Khurasan, have been presented in his Diwan (a, no.
XII; M. Nallino, in RSO, xiv [1934], 383-4). They
bear witness to the influence of the desert and the
tribe, and it is within this context that one should
place the contests in hidza’ [g.v.] which set him up
against Aws b. Maghra’ and al-Akhtal around 40/660
on the famous Mirbad [¢.v.] of Bagra. Al-Nabigha is
reported to have replied to an accusation hurled at one
of his fellow-tribesmen of having handed over the
Bani ‘Awf to Busr b. Artat (Diwan, a, no. VII). It
was on this occasion that al-Akhtal used a key term of
tribal hidia>, the diminutive kubayyila (i.e. a wretched
mini-tribe, see Hamdsa, Bonn 1828, 758), to designate
the Bani Dja‘da (on al-Nabigha’s invective, see
Diwan, no. XI, vv. 14-16).

Under ‘Al b. Abi Talib, he took part at the latter’s
side at al-Nukhayla and at $iffin [¢.v0.] (Dhu ’I-
Hidjdja 36-Safar 37/656-7) (Diwan, no. V, vv. 33-6;
a, no. V). This gained him mention in one of the most
prestigious of Imami Shi‘T ridial books, the Tankih al-
makal of al-Mamakani (no. 12, 367) and led to his suf-
fering grave harm under Mu‘awiya’s rule; his pro-
perty was confiscated and only given back to him after
two supplications addressed to the caliph (Diwan, no.
I, vv. 5-19; b, no. IV). A litde later, the poet found
himself at Isfahdn in the company of his fellow-
tribesmen and of the Band Kushayr. There he
exchanged invectives with Layld al-Akhyaliyya and
her husband Sawwar b. Awfa al-Kushayri, who seemns
to have taken the initiative in the hostilities by attack-
ing the poet and his maternal uncles, the Azd. Al-
Nabigha replied savagely and composed al-kasida al-
Jfadiha which listed the mathalib [q.v.] of Kushayr and
“Ukayl; Layla intervened, and the quarrel got even
more acute (Diwdn, a, nos. VII, XII; b, nos. AXIX,
XXX). However, very remarkably, the remainder of
his poetry gained in depth; he set about reflecting on
the first civil war, and his past mistakes seem to have
preoccupied him to the highest degree (Diwan,; no. V,
vv. 4-30; VIII).

Between 63 and 65/683 and 684-5, he gave his
allegiance, not without reluctance, to ‘Abd Allah b.
al-Zubayr. After Mardj Rahit [g.2.], the poet made
himself the defender of the Kays supplanted by the
Kalb or Yemenites. The policy of reconciling and
appeasing tribal conflicts followed by ‘Abd al-Malik
caused a change of tone in al-Nabigha, and he now
preached harmony between the two groups {Diwdn,
no. I, 20-7, with reference to the Dja‘dl Zivad b. al-
Asbah, who had vainly tried to make peace bet.veen
‘Al and Mu‘awiya). His last years were spent in
Khurasan in relative tranquility, and ae died there in
ca. 79/698-9.
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Al-Nabigha al-Dja‘d?’s poetry does not seera to

have been made the subject of an independent recen-
sion; the various riwdyat of the 2nd-3rd/8th-9¢h cen-
turies seem to have bren collected together in the work
of AbG ‘Amr al-Shaybani (d. 203/820), the K. Bani
Dja‘da. The present edition of Maria Nallino is an
excellent reconstitution from all points of view (the
edition of ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Rabah, Damascus 1964,
brings nothing new, and simply reproduces Nallino’s
edition). It is very hard to estimate the quality of his
poetry and his conception of the kasida. However, in
regard to his themes, one can discern a profound

influence from Labid [¢.2.], notably in the confronta-
tion between the poet and his time and the
unavoidable triumph of death. Especially worthy of
mention in this connection is piece no. I11, whose 48
verses form a reminiscence of the Mu%llaka of his
‘Amirt predecessor on all levels, including those of
style and the use of metaphors and comparisons; the
central episode, that of the wild cow and her calf
devoured by wolves, is identical in both poets. More-
over, Ibn Sallam places him at the side of Labid in the

,company of al-Shammakh b. Dirar and of Abu

Dhuayb al-Hudhali in the third class of fuhdal ( Tabakai
Juhitl al-shu‘era®, Cairo 1974, 123). The main con-
tribution of this mediocre satirist—he was in actuality
mughallab, 1.e., defeated in the verbal jousts—apart
from his animal descriptions (his description of the
horse, al-Dhahiz, Hayawan, i, 330) and his tribal
poetry resides in the strongly marked expression of the
poetry of the mu‘ammarin. In his collection, it has a
depth and thematic variety rarely equalled. His
poetry is in fact dominated by death and by his
weariness in having to continue living when his dear
ones, his seven brothers and the great men of his
tribe, have departed and he has to take over their
memory. The vocabulary of recollection frequently
recurs in his poems; he recalls his carefree youth, the
bacchic gc.therings his lives and the encampments of
his tribe in the Faladj which he can never see again.
Bibliography: Maria Nallino, al- Nabzga}z al-Gadi
e le sue poesie. 1. Notizie biografiche, in RSO, xiv (1934),
135-90, 380-423; eadem, Le Poesie di an—Nabzgah al-
Ga'di: ma‘olla critica dei testy, iraduzione ¢ note, Rome
1953; Blachére, HLA, index; Sezgin, GAS, ii. 245-
7, ix, 274; Ibn al- Kalbl Caskel, Gamharat an-nasab,
Leiden 1966 1, 455-6; Tabarx i, 2397 (notice);
Dhahabi, Siyar a“lam al—nubalﬁ), Beirut 1405/1985,
11, 177-8, and partly unpubl. bibl. cited; “‘Ukbari,
Tibyan, Cairo 1355/1936, index; Ibn Sa‘d al-
Andalusi, Nashwat al-tarab ff ta’rikh diahiliypat al-
‘Arab. “Amman 1982, 441; Hibat Allzh al-Hill1, al-
Mandkib al-mazyadiyya, “Amman 1984, 142-3; Nasr
b. Muzahim, Wak‘at Siffin, Cairo 1401/1981, 553;
Khalll AbG Dhiyab, al-Nabigha al-Dja‘di hapatub wa-
shiuh, Beirut-Damascus 1407/1987. (A. Arazi)
NABITA, (A.). a term of Classical Arabic which
means in particular ‘‘rising generation’’, but one
which today has acquired the pejorative sense of “‘bad
lot, rogue’’ which the plural nawabit and the expres-
sion nabital sharr previously possessed. These mean-
ings were noted by the mediaeval lexicographers, but
one finds in Ibn al-Nadim a section (Fikrist, ed. Cairo,
255-7, ed. Tadjaddud, 229- -31) devoted to the
mutalallzmu I-mud) bzm [see _IABRIYYA] and to the

nabzzai al- }zashwz)ya amongst whom the main exponent,

“was allegedly Ibn Kullab [g.0. in Suppl. ], whilst al- :

Zamakhshari specifies (Asas al-baligha, s.v.) that the
nabita/nawabit are the Hashwiyya. This last author be-
longed to the Mu‘tazili school, and it is precisely in an
ardent exponent of i%zal [see MU TAZILA] that the
Nabita are denounced with the greatest vigour, sc. al-
Djahiz, who has Teft behind an opusculum %alled
Risala fi °l-Nabita (see Ch. Pellat, La ndbita de Djéhiz,

in AIEO Alger, x [1952], 302»25). For al-Djahiz, the
term applies essentially to the Hanballs [see AnMAD B.

HANBAL], whom he stigmatises_as adherents of the
Umayyads (the risdla has the ¢ altérnative title of Risila
Jt Bani Umayya), denouncing the veritable cult which
they have built up around »tvllt;ﬂr_n_cmory"of Mu‘awiya
(see Pellat, Le culte de Muawiya, in SI, vi [1956], 53-6).

He further condemns thelr use of kalam [g.v.] for com-
batting the Mu'tazila, | and, the different points in their
doctrine, s¢. the created Kur’an, a refusal to
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