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Per; translation by
erature, p. 60,

AYD, d. 40/660.
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a1-NABIGHAN al-JA'DY (fibban ibn Reis) .

Shi‘r al-Nabighat al-Ja‘al, [Collected

‘poems, Edited by *Abd al-‘agl ak.]’
PP. Xv, 263, * Rabbah,]
al-Naktab el-Islaxl: Damascus, 1964,
o .
8

560. Abu-Diyab, Halll ibrahim: An- Nibiga al-Ge'di:\
bayawshu wa-si‘rubtt / Halii- ibrikim AbG Dnivab. - Tab%a 1.
- Dimasq [u.a]: Dar al-Qalam, 1987 = 1467 h. - 571 S.
Inhalt: Lehen und Werk des frithislamischen Dichters an-
Nabiga al-Ga“di (um 560 - ©85). - In arakb. Schrift, arab.

. ' 29 A 18816

2760. Bas@ Ahmad Hasan: An- Nabiga al-Ga‘dt ‘21$,r\113£_,_=le g
hayatuhii wa-§irubt / t2’lif Ahmad Hasan Basafr="Tab‘a I — ) 1 21)
Bairat - Dar al-Kutub al-limiya, 1994 = 1414 h. — 112 S. ~
(Al-A91am min al-udab® wa’'§-Su‘ard’)
In ‘arab. Schrift, arab.
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"AN]—="AL-NABIGHA aL- DJA‘DI

generosity of al-Nu‘man IV, the sovereign is com-
pared with the Euphrates. A description, which stands
in a purely hypothetical relauonshxp to reality,
ransports the hearer towards an impressive rolling
river with enormous waves; like a skilled pamter the
poet then introduces a human element, the mariners
and their embarkation and a series of dialectical con-
trasts between the power of the river/king and the
weakness of the men/mariners, the grandiose opposed
to the limited and the imperturbable opposed to the
fearful. This passage (three verses, 44-6) establishes
the symbol and gives to a problematlcal poetic genre,
madh (eulogy), a certain artistic dimension. This
method is one to which al-Nabigha frequently
returns; in his address to the Bant Hunn, the clan of
¢Udhra, the description of the date-palms, symbolis-
ing the power of the tribe, is drawn on the same
register (Diwan, XIV, 5-7). The same applies to his
impassioned appeal for the preservation of the Asad-
Dhubyan alliance (Diwan. V); here he presents two
very expressive imaginary tableaux, the Bantd Ghadir
(Asad) embroiled in warfare, their women abandoned
as if they had been impure (verses 14-20), and the
bucolic tableau of the horses of al-Rumaytha (verses
24-6). Finally, in more than one instance, in addresses
to his fellow-tribesmen, he readily sketches
hypothetical scenes in which their women-folk, taken
captive, would be subjected 1o the most hideous treat-
ment: forced marches, rape, etc. (Diwan, 111, 12-16,
XXV, 8-13, XXVI, 12-17), set-pieces of the kind
which would not be out of place in an epic poem.

From another angle, al-Nabigha has to a con-
siderable extent given expression in his poetry to the
customs, folklore and legends current in Djahili
society. In particular, he evokes the myth of the foun-
dation of Palmyra (Tadmur) by Solomon, who
imposed on the diinns the task of constructing the city
(Diwan, 1, 21-3). Some critics have protested that this
is a forgery, seeing here the hand of Muslim transmit-
ters. However, Buh! (see paLmyRA in EJ') and the
Jewish sources (Encyclopedia Judaica, Jerusalem 1973,
xv, 107b, Il 5-7) have suggested that Solomon
(Sulaymin) and this legend were known in the pre-
Islamic period (Arabic sources: al-Tibrizi in Shark al-
Hamdsa, 435; al-Djahiz, op. at., vi, 223; the legend
would have been propagated by Djahilis who had
embraced the Jewish faith). The well-known parable
of the two brothers and the serpent could be seen as
an experiment in the introduction of fable into ancient
poetry (Blachére sees here an Arab response to
Aesop’s fable ‘*“The Labourer and the Serpent’’; his
reservations arise from the plain style, differing from
that of the poet; cf. al-Djahiz, op. at., iv, 203-5; Ibn
Kutayba, Shu‘ara® ed. De Goeje, 73).

This great creator of images was incapable of using
dialogue in his poems, where no example is evident.
We know to what extent Zuhayr and his school had
shown their predilection for this process, which was
such an integral part of the development of the kasida.
Moreover, he seems to have been completely lacking
in narrative sense; al-Nabigha is incapable of telling
a story. It is for this reason that his few attempts at
composing poems according to the tripartite scheme
came to an abrupt end: his passages dealing with
camels appear lifeless; the dramatic tension inherent
in descriptions of the wild bull at bay and the
arrangements required for the slaughter of the wild
ass, is stylised in his work and far from convincing.
This being the case, the claim that al-Nabigha
belonged to the school of Zuhayr, who accorded the
greatest importance to these elements, appears
debatable (the thesis developed by Taha Husayn, Fi

‘l-adab al-didhili, Cairo 1968. 265-8, according to
which al-Nabigha belonged to the school of Zuhayr, is
maiched by the point of view of G.E. von
Grunebaum, Pre-Islamic poetry, in MW, xxxii [1942],
147-53). ‘

The surname of the poet reflects the quality and the
limitations of his poetry. The term signifies, according
to Derenbourg’s fine expression (op. at., 206-8), ‘‘a
sudden gushing’’ or better ‘‘gushing spring”” (cf. the
“master poet’’ of Blachere, HLA, ii, 334). A maxim
attributed to al-Asma® clarifies well the meaning of
this surname: al-Nabigha, he says, is a matbi¢ (borrt)
poet who gives free rein to his inspiration without
undue effort at working on his verses; he compares
him with Zuhayr and al- Hutay a, who accorded a
primordial importance to san‘a (Ag_am , 25). A
number of clues support al-Asma‘f’s view: a number
of cases of enjambement ({admin) are attested (Diwan,
1, 39-40, 44-7, VI, 11-12, VI1, 17-18, XXIII, 16-17;
in the last case he uses inni for the rhyme and relegates
the rest of the phrase to the following line). The vice
of ikwa’ occurs frequently in his poetry (Ibn Sa‘id, op.
cit., 563-4; Diwdn, XII1, 3 and 18, XIV, 6, XV, 1,
XXV, 10). As regards metre, he employs i#4%d in the
tawil where mafi%lun in the ‘arid is transformed into
mafa%l (Diwan, LIV, 1), a procedure condemned by
scholars.

However, all of this should be kept in proportion,
and these are merely the minor solecisms of a poet
confident in his talent. This fah! poet set his seal on
classical poetry for many centuries. The greatest poets
were influenced by his art (al-‘Askari, Sind‘atayn, 203-
4, 242, 252-3; Bashshar, Aba Nuwas and Ibn al-
Rimi took inspiration from his poetry; al-Baghdadi,
Khizanat al-adab, iv, 289-92); in this context, a special
place belongs to al-Mutanabbi, who mentions him by
name in his poems and imitates him in several
instances (Ps.-al-*Ukbari, a/- T1byan, Cairo 1355/1956,
iv, 55-6; see also, i, 25, 22, 110, 287, 299, ii, 255).

Biblicgraphy: In addition to the sources men-
tioned above, see Blachére, HLA, ii, 298-300 and
index; Sezgin, GAS, ii, index; Caskel, Diamharat al-
nasab, Leiden 1966, ii, 607; Djahiz, K. a/-Hayawan,

Cairo 1938-45, index (very important information);

Abi Hilal al-‘Askari, K. al-Sina‘atayn, Cairo 1971,

index: Djurdjani, a/-Wasdia bayn al-Mutanabbi wa-

Ehusamikh, Cairo 1386/1966, index; Ibn Sa‘“id al-

Andalusi, Nashwat al-tarab fi ta’rikh dighiliyyat al-

“4rab, Amman 1982, i, 562-77; ‘Abd al-Kadir al-

‘Baghdadi, Khizanat al-adab, ed. Harin, Cairo 1967-

86, mdex (more than 40 quotations); Abu ’I-Baka’

Hibat Allah al-Hilli, al-Manakib al-mazyadiyya,

Amman 1984, 145-59 and index; Renata Jacobi,

Studien zur Poetik der altarabischen Qaside, Wiesbaden

1972, index; Shawki Dayf, Ta%¥ikh al-adab al-“arabi,

i, al-“4sr al-diakili, 1976, 266-99; E. Landau-

Tasseron, Aspects of the Ridda Wars, diss., Hebrew
Umversm Jerusalem 1981, unpubl., 134-51.
(A. Arazl)

AL-NABIGHA a1-DJADI, Kays b. ‘Abd Allah,
according to Ibn al-Kalbi, Hibban (var. Hassan) b.
Kays b. ‘Abd Allah, according to al-Kahdhami, of the
Band Dja‘da (‘Amlr b. Sa‘a‘a), poet of the
mukhadramiin {g.v.] and a Companion famed for his
longevity, to which he owes the honour of being
included among the mu‘ammarin [¢.v.] by Abi Hatim
al-Sidjistani.

The biographical details concern the Islamic period
only, and nothing or virtually nothing is known of his
origins (the sole vestige, Diwan, ed. Maria Nallino,
no. IX, vv. 8-16). In 9/630, he took part in the wafd
or deputation of the Band Dja‘da 1o Medina. His gift

El,
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AL-NABIGHA AL-DHUBYANI— AL-NABIGHA AL-DJADI

qui le désigne nommément dans ses poémes et Pimite
a plus d’une reprise (al-Ukbari, al-Tibydn, Caire 1355/
1936, 1V, 55-6; voir aussi, I, 25, 22, 110, 287, 299, II,
255). - ) .
)Bibliégra‘bhz'e: Outre les références citées, voir
Blachére, HLA, II, 298-300 et index; Sezgin, GAS,
IL, index; Caskel, Djemharat al-nasab, Leyde 1966,
" 11, 607; Djahiz, K. al-Hayawan, Caire 1938-45, in-
dex (renseignements fort importants); Aba Hilal
al-‘Askari, K. al-Sindatayn, Caire, 1971, index;

Djurdjant, al-Wasata bayn al-Mutanabbt wa-khusiimih,

Caire 1386/1966, index; Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi,

Nashwat' al-tarab fi ta’rikh dighiliyyat al-“Arab, ‘Am-

man 1982, TI, 562-77; Abi 1-Baka? Hibat Allah al-

Hill, al-Mankib al-mazyadiyya, ‘Amman 1984, 145-

59 ef index; ‘Abd al-Kadir al-Baghdadi, Khizanat

al-adab, éd. Harin, Caire, 1967-86, index (plus de

40 citations); Renate Jacobi, Studien zur Poetik der alt-

arabischen Qaside, Wiesbaden 1972, index; Shawki

Dayf, Ta’ikh al-adab al-Sarabi, 1, al-Asr al-djahili,

1976, 266-99. E. Landau-Tasseron, Aspects of the Rid-

da Wars, these de Ph.D. inédite, Jérusalem 1981,

134-51. ’ B (A. Arazi)

AL-NABIGHA AL-DJA‘DI Kaysb. ‘Abd Allah, selon
Ibn al-Kalbi, Hibban [var. Hassan] b. Kays b. ‘Abd
Allzh, selon Kahdhami, des Band Dja‘da (“Amir b,
$a‘sa‘a), podte. mukhadram [gu] et Compagnon
célebre pour sa longévité a laquelle il dut Phonneur
d’étre inclus parmi les muSammarin [¢.0] par Abd
Hatim al-Sidjistant. o .

Les détails biographiques concernent sa période is-
lamique, et rien ou presque ne subsiste de ses débuts
(seul vestige, Diwan, éd. M. Nallino, 1x, vers 8-16). En
9/630, (il fait partic du wafd (députation) des Bani
Dja‘da’ & Médine. Son don de la repartie et sa Jeu-

nesse ayant probablement plu, le Prophéte le bénit,

et il conserva jusqu’a sa mort, 4 un 4ge fort avancé,
une deriture parfaite. En 21-2/641-3, il émigra en
compagnie de sa tribu & Basra (Duwwan, x1, vers 6-8,
évocation de Titinéraire). Certains épisodes de ce sé-
jour, entrecoupé d’une expédition pour la conquéte
du Khurdsan, ont été conservés par son recueil (Dr-
wén, a, X11; M. Nallino, 383-4). Iis témoignent de I'in-
fluence du désert et de la tribu; c’est dans cette optique
qu'il convient d’inscrire les joutes de hidia’ qui 'ont
opposé & Aws b. Maghra’ et & al-Akhtal vers 40/660

4 sur le fameux Mirbad [¢.2] de Basra. Al-Nabigha

aurait riposté & I'accusation portée contre un de ses
contribules d’avoir livré les Banii ‘Awf & Busr b.
Artat (Diwan, a, vi). Clest & cette occasion qu'al-
Akhtal ‘emploie un terme clef du hidja tribal, le di-
minutif fubayyilea (une mini-tribu méprisable, voir
Hamasa; Bonn 1828, 758) pour désigner les Bani
Dja‘da (sur les invectives d’al-Nabigha, Ditwdn, x1, vers
14-16). - - :

SOL?S ‘Al b. AbT Talib, il participa 2 ses c8tés 3 al-
Nukhayla f¢.0] et & Siffin (dhd I-hidjdja 36-safar 37/
656-7 [q.0.]; Ditwan, v, vers 33-6, a, v). Cela lui valut de
figurer dans un des recueils de ridjal les plus presti-
gieux du Shi‘isme imamite, le Tankih al-makal dal-
Mamakani (n° 12367) et de subir de graves ennuis
sous le régime de Mu‘awiya; ses biens confisqués ne
tui furent rendus qu'aprés deux suppliques adressées
au calife (Duwan, 1, vers 5-19; b, tv). Un peu plus tard,
le poite se retrouve  Ispahan en compagnie des siens
et des Bani Kughayr. I y échange des invectives avec
Layla al-Akhyaliyya et son époux Sawwar b, Awf al-
Kushayri qui semble avoir pris Pinitiative des hostili-
tés en s'en prenant au podte et 3 ses oncles maternels,
les Azd, Al-Nabigha riposte durement et compose al-

" kasida al-fidika qui énumére les mathalib {g.v] de Ku-

shayr et de ‘Ukayl; Layla intervient, et la querelle

o

s’envenimg (Duwdn, a, vii, xu, b, xxix, xxx). Cepen-
dant, trés étrangement, le reste de sa poésie gagne en
profondeur; il se prend a réfléchir sur la premiére
guerre civile, et ses fautes passées semblent le préoccu-
per au plus haut point (Diwan, v, vers 4-30, vi).

Entre 63 et 65/683 et 684-5, il offre, non sans réti-
cence, son. allégeance & ‘Abd Allah b, al-Zubayr,
Aprés Mardj Rahit [g.0], le potte se présente comme
le défenseur des Kays supplantés par les Kalb (Yémé-
nites). La politique d’apaisement tribal sujvie par
‘Abd al-Malik provoque un changement de ton chez
al-Nabigha, et il préche la concorde entre les deux
confédérations (Diwan, I, vers 20-7 avec référence au
Dja‘dite Ziyad b. al-Asbah qui avait vainement es-
sayé d’établir la paix entre A et Mu‘awiya). Les der-
ni¢res années se déroulent au Khurdsan dans une
relative tranquillité. I y meurt vers 79/698-9,

La poésie d'al-Nabigha al-Djadi ne semble pas 7'

avoir fait l'objet d’une recénsion indépendante; les
diverses riwayat du II-III¢/VIII-IXe sidcle semblent
avoir été colligées 3 partir de Touvrage d’Abi ‘Amr
al-Shaybani (m. 203/820), le X. Bani Dya‘da. )édition
actuelle de Maria Nallino est une reconstitution ex-
cellente  tout point de vue (Iédition de Abd al-‘Aziz
Rabih, Damas 1964, n'apporte rien de neuf; c’est une
reproduction de I'édition de Nallino); il est fort diffi-
cile de se prononcer sur la qualité de sa poésie et sur
sa conception de la fasida. Gependant, sur le plan de
la thématique, on peut y déceler une influence pro-
fonde de Labid [g.z], notamment dans 'affrontement
entre le poéte et le temps et le triomphe inéluctable de
la mort. Une mention spéciale revient 2 la pitce 11,
oll les 48 premiers vers constituent une réminiscence
de la Mu‘allaka de son prédécesseur “mirite sur tous
les plans y compris celui du style et de I'emploi des

. métaphores et des comparaisons; Iépisode central, i+

celui de Ia vache sauvage et de son veau dévoré par les
loups, est identique chez les deux poetes. Dailleurs,
Ibn Sallam le place i c6té de Labid en compagnie
d’al-Shammakh b. Dirar et d’Abii Dhu’ayb al-Hudhak
dans la 3¢ catégorie des fuhal ( Tabakat Suhil al-shuard’,
Caire 1974, 123). La principale contribution de ce mé-
diocre satirique — il était en effet mughallab (il se faisait
battre dans les joutes) — au dela de ses bestiaires (la
description du cheval, al-Djahiz, Hayawin, I, 330) et de
sa poésie tribale réside dans l'expression fort atta-
chante de la poésie des muSammarin. Dans son recueil,
elle posséde une profondeur et une variété dans les
thémes rarement égalées. Sa poésie est dominée en
effet par la mort, la lassitude de devoir continuer &

vivre aprés la disparition des étres chers, ses sept

fréres et les grandes figures de sa tribuy, et la nécessité
d’assumer leur souvenir. Les termes de souvenir
reviennent fréquemment dans ses poémes : il se remé-
more sa jeunesse insouciante, les réunions bachiques, |

Ses amours et ses mandzil dans le Faladj qu'il ne peut

revoir., . .
Bibliographie: M. Nallino, al-Nabigah al-Gads e
le sue poesie, 1: Notizie biografiche, dans RSO, XIV'
(1934), 135-90 et 380-423; 1a méme, Le poesie di an-
Nabigah al-Ga’ds. raccolta critica dei testi, traduzione e
note, Rome 1953; Blachére, HLA; index; Sezgin,
GAS, I, 245-7, IX, 274; Caskel, Gamharat al-nasab,
Leyde 1966, II, 455-6; Tabari, 01, 2397 (notice);
Dhahabi, Siyar a%m al-nubala’, Beyrouth 1405/
1985, 111, 177-8, et bibliographie citée en partie iné-
dite; ‘Ukbari, al-Tibyin, Caire 1355/ 1936, index;
Ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Nashwat al-tarab ff ta’rikh dja-
hiliypat al-‘Arab, ‘Amman 1982, 162, 441; Hibat
Allah al-Hilli, al-Manakib al-mazyadiyya, ‘Amman
1984, 142-3; Nasr b. Muzahim, WakGt Siffin, Caire
1401/1981, 553; Khalil Abii Dhiyab, al-Nabigha al-
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Edited by’ Julie Scott Meisami and Paul Starkey
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARABIC LITERATURE
Volume 9. London o199 Routedge sAM-ON 6327 4

nadim

al-Nabigha al-Ja‘di (d c.63/683)

Abd Allah, known as al-
Nabigha (‘the Copmus Genius’) of the tribe of
Ja‘'da (of the ‘Amir ibn Sa'sa‘a), was a
mukhadram poet actively involved in the
political and military incidents of the
Orthodox caliphate and possibly of the
early Umayyad period. He is reckoned a
‘Methuselah’: his fragments display a fond-
ness for the topic of senescent infirmity
together with sporadic reference to his old age.
He part1c1pated in his tribe’s delegation to the
Prophet in 9/630, whereupon he recited poem
3, of which three versions survive, the longest
numbering 120 verses. Nos 2, 5, 6, 11 and 12
are examples of politically motivated tribal
fakhr. His pro-‘Alid sympathies led to his
presence at the battle of Siffin, the confis-
cation of his property and seizure of his family
by Mu‘dwiya, to whom he addressed an
aggressive i‘tidhar (apology; poem 1), and his
subsequent exile to Isfahan where he died. He
was renowned for his horse descriptions, of
which poem 2, 11-33, is a fine example, and
for his tendency to be bested in flytings
(naqad’id): nos 7a and 7b are lampoons com-
posed on such occasions. Poem 8 is a hymn to
Allah, the authorship of which is disputed. A
complete manuscript of his diwan has not yet
surfaced.

Further reading

Nallino, M., “An-Nabiga al-Ga'di et le sue poesie, I:
Notizie biografiche’, RSO 14 (1934), 135-90,
384-432. 5

———, Le Poesie di an-Nabiga al-Ga'di,
(1953).

Rome

J.E. MONTGOMERY

al-Nabigha al-Shaybani
(d. c.126/744)

‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mukhariq al-Nabigha al-
Shaybani was a poet of the middle and late
Umayyad period who resided mainly in Iraq.
Surnamed ‘the Nabigha (genius) of the Bana
Shayban’, he had a Christian mother and is
himself said to have been a Christian by an
ancient Arabic scholar while modern research
tends to consider him a Muslim. He had rela-
tions with several Umayyad caliphs from ‘Abd

al-Malik (65-86/685-715) to al-Walid II

(125-6/743-4), as his poems show. In
anthologies and biographical works he is rarely

quoted or mentioned. The edition of Ya‘qub,
based on an ancient diwan, contains twenty
poems with 1,164 lines; four of these poems
are longer than eighty lines.

Text edition

Diwan, A. Nasim (ed.), Cairo (1932) (unsatisfac-
tory); ‘AL Ya'qub (ed.), Damascus (1987); for
a further edition see R. Weiper, ZGAIW 2
(1985), 260.

Further reading
Blacheére, Régis, Histoire de la littérature arabe,
- Paris (1952-66), vol. 3, 505-6.
T. SEIDENSTICKER

al-Nabulusi, ‘Abd al-Ghani see
tAbd al-Ghani ibn Isma‘il
al-Nabulusi

nadim

An Arabic term meaning ‘boon companion’.
The office of nadim (whose origins can be
traced back to Sasanian Iran) was an important
one in medieval Arab court society, and
became institutionalized under the *Abbasids,
especially under the caliphs al-Hadi and
Haran al-Rashid. The nadims constituted a
special class; familiars of the ruler who
accompanied and entertained him in his
solitary moments, at his private literary and
musical gatherings and drinking parties, in
gaming (principally chess), hunting, on his
travels and so on, they enjoyed great prestige
and influence at court, The office was not
restricted to-the nobility, but open to anyone of
talent, and was often held by poets (e.g.
al-*Abbas ibn al-Ahnaf, Aba Nuwas),
littérateurs ~ (Aba Bakr al-Suali), singers
(Ibrahim al-Mawsili), as well as princes
(Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdi); it sometimes
became hereditary, as in the cases of the Banu
Munajjim and the Bani Hamdan.

The nadim was expected to have many and
varied talents, and a large literature grew up
expounding the adab al-nadim (see adab), the
requirements and etiquette of the nadim (for
a partial listing see Chejne, 1965, 328-9).
He must be physically fit, of good appear-
ance, and well dressed; well acquainted with
the Koran, hadith, grammar, poetry, music
and history, as well as the military arts, cook-
ery and horse breeding, and games such as

571
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