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OSMANLI IMPARATORLUGUNDA MORMONLAR
(XX.YUZYIL BASLARI)

Melek COLAK™

I. Mormonlar Kimdir ?

Mormonlar 1830 yilinda peygamberlik iddiasindaki Joseph Smith (1805-1844) ta-
rafindan Amerika’da New York sehrinde “Ahir Zaman Azizleri Isa Mesih Kilisesi” (‘The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’) adiyla kurulan! ve varligim bugiin de siirdiir-
mekte olan bir Hiristiyanlik mezhebine bagli olan kimselere verilen addir. Merkezleri Utah ;
eyalet merkezi Salt Lake City’dir.2

Kurulugu Joseph Smith’e gore; 21 Eyliil 1823 yilinda Tanr ile iletigimi yoluyla baglamus,
Moroni adl: bir melek kendisine ilahi emirlerin belirtildigi altin tabletler vermistir.3 Smith
kendisine verilen metinleri melek aracilig1 ile terciime ettigini ileri siirip, bunlar1 basina dikte
etmig, boylece 1830°da taraftarlarinin “Tanrinin s6zi” kabul ettikleri Mormon Kitab:
basilmigtir.# Smith *“yeni Kudiis’iin Kirtland’da kurulmasina dair” 1831’de bir vahiy aldigim
agiklamigtir. Mormonizm orada bilyiik ilerleme kaydetmistir.5 Bu tarihten sonra Mormonlar
sirastyla New York’tan Ohio, Missiouri, Illinois, Utah, California ve Oregan’a dagilmglar-

Mugla Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih Boliimii Ogretim Uyesi.

1 “Mormonlar”, Ana Britannica, cilt: 16 s. 237; “WAMY Milletleraras1 Islam Genglik Konseyi, Cev: Kemal Hoca,
Giiniimiiz Dm ve Fikir Hareketleri Ansiklopedisi, Risale Yayinlar, Istanbul Kasim 1990, s. 209; Osman Cilact,
Giiniimiiz Diinya Dinleri, Diyanet Isleri Bagkanhg Yaymlari, Ankara 1995, s. 175; “Mormons”, The World Book
Encyclopedia, Volume: 13, p.608; Giinay Tiimer-Abdurrahman Kiigiik, Dinler Tarihi, I1I. Baski, Ocak Yayinlari,
Ankara 1997, s. 323.

2 “Huristiyanlik”, Dinler Tarihi Ansiklopedisi, llkel Dinler, Cok Tanrwci Dinler, Yahudilik, Hiristiyanlik ve Islam 2,
s. 88

Mormonlara gire; Mormonlarin kitabim olusturan (The Book of Mormon) dért gesit altin tablet vardir: 1- Nep-
hi’nin tabletleri: Bunlar da kii¢iik ve genig tabletler olarak ayrilir. Kiigiik tabletler ruhsal konulara ve peygamberin
Ogretilerine dair bilgiler verir. Genis tabletlerde ise daha ¢ok insanin laik tarihi séz konusu edilmektedir. 2-
Mormonun tabletleri: Birincilere bagli olarak gesitli yorumlar igerir. Mormonla Nephi arasindaki baga iligkin
Mormonlugun gelecek tarihini verir. Mormon’un oglu Moroni’ye atifta bulunur. 3- Ether tabletleri: Genel tarihten
bahseder. Bu tarihte de Moronilikle bag kurar. 4- Tung tabletler: Hz. Musa’nin bes kitabina karsihk gelmektedir.
. Yahudiligin tarihgesini igerir- ki Mormonun kitabinda buna iligkin alintilar vardir. (Ayrmmtili bilgi igin bakiniz: The
"\ Book of Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus Christ, Puplished by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
- Saints. Salt Lake City, Utah, U.,S.A. 1990).

/ The Book of Mormon (Mormon Kitabi ), Tiimer, a.g.e., s. 323; Cilaci, a.g.e., s. 175.
5 Tiimer, s. 324
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Mormeonism and the World Religions Discourse
Contesting the Boundaries of Comparative Religion’s Prevailing Taxonomy
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Abstract

This article examines the ways in which the status of Mormonism within academic
comparative religion discourses is quite different from that which has evolved among
Latter-day Saint leaders and within the burgeoning field of Mormon studies. Whereas
Mormonism is a quasi-Christian New Religious Movement in most world religions text-
books and reference works, some scholars of Mormonism have advanced the expand-
ing Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints into the position of world religion. In
doing so, they have adopted the terminology of a broader taxonomy largely without
regard for maintaining its established demarcations. This classificatory tension, which
will likely increase in the future, reveals some of the underlying logics, semantic confu-
sions, and power dynamics of comparative religion discourses, ultimately problema-
tizing the categories of Christianity, world religion, and New Religious Movement as

currently constituted.

Keywords
Mormonism ~ world religions discourse — comparative religion — New Religious
Movements — classificatory contestation
I Introduction
Since its emergence at the beginning of the twentieth century, the world reli-
gions discourse has held a unique position within the academy as a framework

for understanding the diversity of “religious” aspects of human existence. It
continues to provide a core cohesive element behind an industry of textbooks,

© ¥OMINKLIKE BRILY NV, LEIDEN, 2015 ! DOET0I62/15700682-12341265



MORMONLUK ve MORMON KILISES| UJZERINE BIR ARASTIRMA

Ramazan igik’

Anahtar Kelimeler
Mormon kilisesi, Joseph Smith, Mormon kitabi, Tanri, Isa Mesih, Aile, Cogul
evlilik ve Misyoneriik

OZET

1830’larda Amerika'da Joseph Smith tarafindan kuruimus olan Mormon
kilisesi eklektik unsurlara dayali yeni dini hareketlerden birisidir. Sadece Amerika'da
degil, diinyanin degisik bdlgelerinde yayiimaya ve geligmeye devam etmektedir. Bu
makalede Mormon kilisesinin tarihsel geligim streci, Tann ve kutsal kitap anlayis,
kilise organizasyonu, aile ve eviilik teolojisinin yant sira, misyonerlik faaliyetler
incelenecektir.

Keyword:
The Mormon Church, Joseph Smith, The Book of Mormon, God, Jesus
Christ, Family, Plural Marriage and Missionary

ABSTRACT

A Research on Mormonism and the Mormon Church

The Mormon church. which was found in 1930's by Joseph Smith is one of
the new religious movements attached eclectic elements. Not only dees it
widespread in America but also in different parts of the world. In this article, the
historical development process of the Mormon church, the church’'s organization,
missionary activities, family and marriagé have been studied.

GIRIS

Mormon Kilisesi, 1830'larda Amerika'da Joseph Smith tarafindan
kurulmustur. Joseph Smith, Isa ve onun havarileri tarafindan kurulmus olan kilisenin
dogru yoldan sapmas! sonucu, kendisinin Tanr tarafindan segildigini, kitap verildigini
ve kiliseyi yenileme gbrevinin kendisine tevdi edildigini 6ne strmistir'. Fakat hem
Hiristiyanh@: tahrif ettifi hem de Amerikan toplumunun sosyal dederlerine aykir
oldugu gerekgesiyle Mormon kilisesi, ana kiliseler tarafindan heretik bir kilise olarak
degerlendirilmisti®. Buna kargihk Mormon Kilisesi Amerika'da hizla yayimaya ve
gelismeye devam etmigtir. Gilinimizde 80 askin Ulkede Uyelerinin oldugu
belirtiimektedir. Bu anlamda, dinyada 10 milyonun {zerinde Mormon oldugu &ne
stirliimektedir. Mormon kilisesi, Isa Mesih merkezli bir kilise olmakla birlikte Katolik,

* Dr., Firat Universitesi ilahiyat Fakiiltesi

' Richard L. Bushman, Joseph Smith and The Beginning of Mormonism, University of illinois Press 1984, 143
vd.

2Thomas F. O'Dea, The Mormons, The University of Chicago Press, Chicage and London 1957, 107.
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MORMONISM AND ISLAM

The purpose of this paper is neither historical nor
apologetic. I do not want to give a mere description of the
origin and development of the religious movement called
Mormonism, nor to criticize it from the point of view of
Christian doctrine. My purpose is that of comparative
religion. I wish to describe this cult in so far as it shows
parallels to another great religion of world-history, Islam
—parallels not only in its outward appearance but also in
its inner essence, which are the more interesting because
we do not see any traces of mutual influence and formal
connection. Our paper culminates, therefore, after the
description of the parallelism, in the question of the system
or type of religion; whether perhaps Mormonism and Islam
belong together as one peculiar type, and what are the
characteristics of this type.

Joseph Smith speaks about himself as “a second

Mohammed” (Meyer, p. 119) and Bruce Kinney calls his

book: “Mormonism, the Islam of America,” though not
giving any reason for this statement in the contents. The
only book in which the parallelism is pursued thoroughly
is Eduard Meyer’s “Ursprung und Geschichte der Mor-
monen” (1912). This famous German historian, professor
at the University of Berlin, author of the great book on
“The Origin and the Beginnings of Christianity,” and a
triend of Adolf Harnack, wrote his book about the Mor-
mons after certain visits to America and many years of
study, being attracted to the subject as an exceptionally
interesting fact in the history of religion, namely, the
growth of a new world-religion based upon a new im-

mediate revelation, in the full light of modern history. .

“Without exaggeration,” so we read in Meyer’s book, ‘“one
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