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nali, ii, 650-8 (anno 11, §§ 175-84); W. M. Watt,
Muhammad at Medina, 138-9; 1btisimm Marhtn al-
Saffar, Malik wa-Mutemmim ibna Nuwayra, Baghdad
" 1968. A study by Ahmad Muhammad Shakir is
mentioned by Ahmad Amin and Harin in their
edition of the Hamdsa (797, n.). This study was

published in al-Muktataf, August 1945, and al-Hady ’

al-nabawi, Sha‘ban 1364,

Verses attributed to Malik have been collected by
Noldeke, op. cit., and al-Saffar, op. cit. To these
may be added the following references: Mufad-
daliypat, 25, 77, 565, 720; “Ikd, v, 234-5; Nakd’id,
258, 412; Ibn Hisham, iii, 260; Zamakhshari, al-
Mustaksé fi amthal al-‘arab, Hyderabad 1381/1962,
ii, 387, Djarir, Diwan, 262; Abi Hilal al-‘Askari,
Diwan al-maani, Cairo 1352, i, 53.

N (Erra LANDAU-TASSERON)
AL-MALIK aL-‘ADIL, at-MALIK ai-KAMIL,
AaL-MALIK ai-MANSUR, ‘etc.; see for those
Ayylbid monarchs with names of this type, the sec-

ond element of the name, i.e. AL-ADIL, AL-KAMIL, AL-’

MANSUR, etc. _

aL-MALIK aL-NASIR. [see SALAH AL-DIN].

" MALIK aL-TA’lL. {see MALIK B. ABI 'L-SAMH].

MALIK AHMAD BAHRI, later styled Ahmad
"Nizim Shah Bahri and regarded as the firgtéin-
dependent ruler of the Nizam Shahi [g.2.]
sultanate, was the son of Malik Hasan Nizam al-
Mulk Bahri, the converted Hindd who eventually
became a weazir of the Bahmani sultanate after the
murder of Mahmid Gawin [¢.v.] in 886/1481.

There is no reliable evidence concerning his date of
birth or his early years, but he is known to have ac-
companied his father when the latter was appointed
governor of Telingdna in 873/1471. Here his ability
and promise were so conspicuous that Mahmid
Gawan separated father and son, sending Ahmad to
Mahdr [¢.v.] as a commander of 300, where he spent
five years before becoming his father’s deputy gover-
nor at Radjamundari. After Malik Hasan came to
power in Bidar, when the boy king Mahmud had suc-
ceeded to the Bahmani throne, he strengthened his
following by conferring assignments on his own men,
his son Malik Ahmad receiving Bir and Dhérar and
other districts around Dawlatabad and Djunnar,
residing in the latter place and successfully suppress-
ing Maratha oppression; later, at his father’s bidding,
he attacked the Marathd hill-forts whose chieftains
had been withholding the annual tribute, and extend-
ed his control over the entire Konkan coast. In
891/1486 Malik Hasan was murdered and Ahmad
assumed his tide of Nizim al-Mulk; he continued his
campaign of conquest against Marathi-held forts, and
soon held the entire north up to the river Godavari,
where his. good administration commanded much
local respect and support. The court party, mostly of

Afakis, at Bidar was against him and his successes;

but an army scnt against him was defeated near
Nikdpur, later named Bagh, from the garden which
Ahmad laid out to commemorate his victory in
§95/1490; a palace he built there (Bé;h«i Nizam)
became his residence, and the city which/grew around
it was named Ahmadnagar. He then styled himself
Ahmad Nizam Shah Bahri, and omitted the name of
the Bahman? sultan from the khutba; this, and his
usc of the white umbrella, were resented by some
BRahmani loyalists, but he had become too strong and
his independence dates from this time.

For his futurce history, and for Bibliography, see
further under NizAM SHANRI. (]J. BurTOon-PaGE)

MALIK ‘AMBAR, a Habashi wa:=ir and
military commander who served the Nizim
Shaht dynasty of Ahmadnagar in the Deccan.

Born around 955/1548 in Abyssinia, Malik ‘Ambar
was sold into slavery in Baghdad and subsequently
brought to India, where he was sold to the wazir of the
Nizam Shahi court. After his patron died, he sought,
but was refused, the patronage of other local powers
in the Deccan. He then returned to Ahmadnagar,
where in 1006/1596 he commanded a cavalry of 150

‘horse. The fall of Ahmadnagar fort to Mughal arms

in 1009/1600 created turmoil in the kingdom, during
which Malik ‘Ambar rose to particular prominence.
Supported . by Deccanis and other Habashis, he
managed to rescue the dynasty from extinction by
raising a member of the royal family, Murtada Nizdm
Shiah II, to the throne. The monarch’s power was only
de jure, however, as the wazir wielded effective power
from this point until his death in 1035/1626. Malik
¢Ambar fended off not only his rival for military
supremacy within the kingdom, Miyan Radjd, who
was finally suppressed in 1016/1607, but also the ar-
mies of the ‘Adil Shahi dynasty of Bidjapur to his
south, European naval powers on the Konkan coast
and above all, the armies of the Mughal Empire to his
north. Throughout the period 1009-35/1600-26, the
emperors Akbar and Djihangir [¢.o0.] mounted large-
scale invasions of the Deccan in repeated attempts to
subdue the Habaghi wazir. .
Malik ‘Ambar’s name has endured for several
reasons. First, he represents perhaps the most striking
example of Habashi slave mobility in Indo-Muslim
history. Second, despite his preoccupation with
military matters, he placed the land revenue system of
the kingdom on a firm and rational basis, probably
imitating the reforms of Radja Todar Mal in this
respect. Third, it was he who pioneered the recruiting
and training of Maratha [g.0.] light cavalry and also
the organised use of guerrilla tactics in Indian war-
fare. Even his arch-opponent, the Mughal Emperor
Dijahangir, acknowledged that as a commander,
Malik ‘Ambar was without equal. Finally, he pro-
moted the social and political fortunes of several
Marathi families—most notably that of Shahdji
Bhonsle, father of the Mardtha chieftain Shivadji—
which contributed to the subsequent rise of Maratha
power in western India. :
Bibliography: Original authorities include the
Akbar-nama, completed in 1010/1602 by Abu "1-Fadl
b. Mubirak, Calcutta 1873-87, tr. H. Beveridge,
Calcutta 1897-1921; Futihat-i ‘Adil Shahi, com-
pleted ca. 1054/1644 by Hashim Bég Astarabadi,
ms. London, British Library; Firishta, abridged tr.
J. Briggs, History of the Rise of the Mahomedan Power
in India, Calcutta 1910; Ikbal-nama-yi Djahéngiri,
completed 1028-9/1619-20 by Muhammad Sharif
Mu‘amad Xhan, Lucknow 1870; Ma athir-i
Rohimi, completed 1047/1637 by ‘Abd al-Baki
Nihawandi, Calcutta 1910-31.  Secondary
authorities include J. G. Duff, A hkistory of the
Mahratias, ed. J. P. Guha, New Dethi 1971; W. H.
Moreland, Pieter van den Brocke at Surat (1620-29), in
Journal of Indian History, x (1931), 235-50; xi (1932),
1-16, 203-18; idem, From Gujarat to Golconda in the
reign of Jahangir, in ibid., xvii (1938), 135-50; D. R.
Seth, The Life and times of Malik Ambar, in IC, xxxi
(1957), 142-55; Radhey Shyam, Life and times of
Malik Ambar, New Delhi 1968. (R. M. Eaton)
MALIK AYAZ, Indian Muslim admiral,
administrator and statesman, one of the most
distinguished personalities of the reigns of the
Gudjarat Sultans Mahmud 1 (863-917/1458-1511)
and Mugzaffar I (917-32/1511-26).
Ayiz, according to the Portuguese historian Jodo
de Barros, was originally a Russian slave, born in
Georgia, who fell into the hands of the Turks and thus



