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least of the Band Masa’s ideas emered northern
Europe.

Bxb[wgmplx)v (in addition to the works men-
tioned in the text): Biographical material on the
Bani Masa will be found in Ibn al-Nadim, Fikrist,
Cairo 1348, 378-9; Ibn al-Kif{l, Ta’rikh al-hukama®,

Cairo 1326, 208; Ibn Abi Usaybi‘a, ‘Uyin al-anba?,

2 vols., Cairo-Kénigsberg 1882-4, i, 207, 215, 219.

For details of Muhammad’s political activities, see

Tabari, iii, 1438, 1502, 1557, 1634, 1641, 1747. An

appraisal of their work in relation to their Greek

predecessors and Islamic successors is given in Hill,

The book of ingenious devices, 19-24. (D.R. HiLL)

MUSA 5. ABI ’L-‘AFIYA, a chieftain of the
Miknasa [see AL-BUTR], a prominent Berber tribe of
the Zanita confederation. His claim to fame rests on
his role in the troubled history of the Idrisids [g.2.] of
. Fas (Fez) and the politics of the western Maghrib in
the 4th/10th century. To an understanding of that role
some account of the background against which it was
played is essential.

In the last years of the 3rd/early years of the 4th
century, Fas was politically as well as physically
divided between the Kayrawani and Andalusian
banks of the city and plagued with civil war. It was in
this context that in 292/905 the Idrisid Yahya b. al-
Kiasim, dubbed al-Mikdam (Yahya III of the
dynasty), was succeeded by his rival and kinsman
Yahya (IV) b. Idris b. ‘Umar, at whose general’s
hands he had met his death. Far from ending Fas’s
troubles, the advent of Yahya IV marked the start of
a reign that was to be marred and then ended by foes
from an unexpected quarter. In Ifrikiya, at the other
end of the Maghrib, the Syrian Fatimid ‘Ubayd Allah
had dislodged the Aghlabids [g.2.] and, styling himself
al-Mahdi [see AL-MAHDT ‘UBAYD ALLAH], assumed the
office of caliph (297/910). Only a year or two
thereafter he had, as the first step in an eastern policy
designed to secure for him universal recognition as
ca]iph attempted to conquer Egypt—a venture end-
mg in defeat and a hasty return to Ifr'kl)a Doubtless
seeing consolidation of his position in the West as a

precondition of success in his eastern policy, he then -

focused attention on the western Maghrib and set in
train a western military offensive under the command
of his ka%d Masila b. Habus al-Miknasi. On the
chronology and details of operations the Arabic
sources are at variance, and the inconsistencies they
contain are to some extent reflected in the most
readily accessible FEuropean-language accounts of
events. The version that follows therefore should not
be regarded as definitive.

In 305/917-18 Magsila’s military target was Fas. In
the approaches to the city, Yahya (IV), who had gone
out to do battle with him, was worsted and took refuge
behind the city walls. A siege followed that ended only
a?&r he had come to terms with Masila and agreed to
recognise, in a written declaration, the sovereignty of
al-Mahdi. In return for vassalage he was to be allowed
to retain his authority over Fis and its immediate ter-
ritories. Everything beyond, howéver, was to be sub-
ject to Masala’s cousin, Miisi b. Abi ’1-°Afiya, lord of
Tasil (Tsoul) and Tazi (Taza) and chieftain of the
Miknisa, sribal masters of the Malwiyya (Moulouya)
valley.

Muisa, realising the incompatibility of Yahya’s con-
tinuing presence in Fas with his own plans for total
control of the western Maghrib, resolved to have him
removed. Accordingly, when Masila b. Habiis next
appeared on the scene in 307/919-20, Misa contrived
to convince his cousin of the need to be rid of the
Idrisid. Taking the road to Fas, Masila succeeded in
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seizing and deposing Yahya, who was then banished
by Misa to Azayla (Arzila). Thereafter, Fas remained
under Fatimid control until 313/925, when the
courageous and enterprising ldrisid al-Hasan b.
Muhammad b. al-Kasim, known as al-Hadjdjam,
rose in rebellion and, rallying forces to his standard,
marched on Fas. Having managed to dislodge the
Fatimid governor of the city, one Rayhan, he moved
to meet the challenge of the rapidly advancing Musa
b. Abi ’1-‘Afiya and successfully engaged his forces in
a hard-fought battle on the Wadi ’l-Matahin between
Fas and Taza. _ ,

Though al-Hadjdjam had regained Fas for the
Idrisids and thereafter rapidly gained extensive con-
tro} of the territories around his capital, the days of his
reign were numbered; in 315/927 an act of treachery
from within hi§ own circle paved the way for his
imprisonment and death at the hands of Miisa b. Abi
1-Afiya.

Once more in power as undisputed master of the
western Maghrib, Midsa set out to annihilate al-
Hadjdjam’s 1drisids, tracking them down wherever
they took refuge, whether, as in the case of the Banii
Muhammad in 317/929, it was their mountain retreat
at Hadjar al-Nasr [¢.0.] or, as in the case of the Bani
“Umar, scattered among the Ghumira [¢.0.] in far
north-western territories almost as far as Sabta
(Ceuta) and Tandja (Tangier). But for the Berbers of
northern Morocco, who called for moderation out of
respect for the Prophet’s descendants, Miisd’s policy
of extermination would almost certainly have been
pursued to the bitter end.

While preoccupied with the Idrisids, Miisa b. Abi
’l- ‘Aﬁya seems either not to have fully appreciated or
to have ignored the mounting concern with which the
ruler of Umayyad Spain, ‘Abd al-Rahmain III, was
viewing the growing power and prestige of the
Fatimids in an area dangerously close to al-Andalus.
In 314/927 ‘Abd al-Rahman had taken his first step in
a policy of defensive expansion by, occupying Malila
(Melilla) and, by 316/928-9, he had opened negotia-
tions with the Idrisids. By way of retaliation Misa had
attacked and utterly crushed the Umayyad’s Rifan
vassal, al-Mu’ayyad, the $Salibid ruler of Nakir [¢.2.],
a smal] principality situated between Titwan (Tetuan)
and Malila. In 319/931 ‘Abd al-Rahman 111, now an
impressive potentate who had, at the end of 316/early
929, proclaimed himself amir al-mu’minin [g.v.], took
possession of Sabta and transformed it into a North
African bulwark against any possible Fitimid inva-
sion of Spain. With the Umayyad seizure and for-
tification of Sabta came Miisa’s realisation—possibly,
prompted by a visit from Umayyad emissaries—that
‘Abd al-Rahmin was now in a commanding position
and well able to bring him to heel, should he feel so
inclined. Musa therefore suddenly abandoned his
allegiance to the Fatimids and with it his position as
the official representative of their authority in the
West. His allegiance he forthwith transferred to
Cordova.

When the news of Musa s defection eventually
reached “‘Ubayd Allih al-Mahdi in Ifrikiya, he duly
arranged for Humayd (some sources: Hamxd) b.
Yasal, nephevx and successor of Masila b. Habiis,
who had died in battle in 313/924, to launch an offen-
sive against Misa (320/933). Worsted in the plain of
Masin (Msoun), a little to the east of Tazi, Muasa
fled, abandoning Fas to the Fatimid general. Once
Fatimid forces had left the region, Misa again
aflirmed his recognition of the Umayyad Caliph’s
suzerainty in the western Maghrib.,

In 322/934 ‘Ubayd Allah died and was succccdcd
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