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viewpoint of the central authorities. 1t is perhaps per-
mitted to interpret the material provided by Refik's
Istanbul hayati in such a way that the termy millet was
. given the above-mentioned meaning only after the
.religious regulations of the empire became increas-
“ingly thrcatened by. the intensified missionary
activities from the West in the 17th century. The con-
sequence of the latter may have been that the central
government, as the guarantor of the existing order,
saw itself rnore and more forced to interfere in exten-
sive parts of the empire in order to protect the tradi-
tional religious communities (for the missions of
. Jesuits, Lutherans, Calvinists and Anglicans in the
Ottoman empire, -and the attitude of the Porte
towards them, see S. Runciman, The Great Church in
captivity, 226-319). It is conceivable that the idea of
describing as empire-wide millets traditional religious
communities based on identity of confession may only
have emerged in the course of the development of this
kind of empire-wide ‘‘religious policy’” of the Porte.

. Bibliography: An extremely informative collec- .

tion of sources for the use of the notion millet in
Ottoman  administration is -Ahmed Refik
[Altinay]’s work in 4 vols. on life in Istanbul: vol.

1. On altinc “asirdo Istarbul hayati (1553-1591), Istan- .

“ bul 1917; vol. ii: Hicrf on birinet asirda Istanbul hayats

(1000-1700), Istanbul 1931; vol. iii: Hicri en ikinct -
asirda Istanbul hayats (1100-1200), Istanbul 1930;vol. . }

iv: Hicrf on diginci asirda Istanbul hayati (1200-1255),

Istanbul 1932 (reprint of all four volumes; Enderun

Kitabevi, Istanbul 1988, under slightly different
titles). The most comprehensive and critical discus-
sions on the notion and the phenomenon of mulet
are found in B. Braude and B. Lewis (eds.), Chris-
" tans and_Jews in the Ottoman Empire. The fundzonmg of
a plural sociely, New York-London 1982, in par-
-ticular, Braude, Foundation myths of the Millet system,
1, 69-88, containing the severest criticism so far of
the tradmona] concept of the Ottoman mullet system.
From the point of view of legal hxstor), serious
doubts of the traditional interpretation, overlooked
in the above-mentioned discussions, had already
been formulated by H. Scheel, Dic staats-rechtliche
Stellung -der ckumenischen Kircheafiirsten. in der alten
Tiirker, in Abh. Pr. Ak. Wiss. (1942), Phil.-hist. K1.,
no. 9, Berlin 1943. {(M.C.H. Unsinus)
MILYANA, Miliana, atown of Algeria, sitvated
56 miles/91 km to the southwest of Algiers. Itis built
on a raised plateau at an altitude of 2,361 ft./720 m.
- on the side of the Zakkar Gharbi (5,179 ft./1,579 m.)
and dominates to the east and south the valiey in
which an important river, the Chélif, flows and drives
numerous mills. The comparative freshness of the
temperature and the abundance of flowing streams
support a rich vegetation. The town itself is sur-
rounded by gardens and orchards cultivated by the
indigenous people, whilst European colonists raised
on the nearby slopes vines with notable products.
Miliana is an agricultural and market centre for the
peoples, mainly Berber, who occupy the Zakkar
massif, and has acquired a certain importance as a
centre for mineral exploitation, sc. for the iron
extracted near to the town itself. Moreover, it is a cen-
tre. of pilgrimage for the Muslims of the region and
even for those of the Mitidja and Algiers, who come
to visit the tomb of Sidi Ahmad b. Yusuf, a marabout
who lived at the beginning of the 8th/14th century and
who was famed for his satirical pronouncements about
the towns of Algeria. In ca. 1930, the town had some
12,000 inhabitants.
Miliana has grown up on the site of the Roman
town of Zucchabar, whose ruins were still visible in

the time of al-Bakii and of which some traces, noted
by Schaw in the 18th century, still existed at the time
of the French occupatlon The actual town dates from
the 4th/10th century, its foundation being attributed
by al-Baksi to the Sanhadji chief Ziri b. Manad, who
assigned it to his son Buluggin. The same author
mentions it as a prosperous, well-populated town,
well-supplied with foodstuffs and with a well-
frequented market, Al-ldrisi records the many
streams there and the fertility of the surrounding
countryside. After the fall of the Hammadid dynasty,
Miliana passed into the power of the Almohads, was
temporarily occupied by ‘Alf and Yahyz b. Ghiniya,
and was then, for a century and a half, disputed by the
Hafsids, the ‘Abd al-Wadids of Tlemcen and the
Marinias.

In the 9th/15th century, Mlhana together with
Médéa and Tenes, formed part of an independent
principality founded by a Zayyanid pretender; It
became once again dependent on Tlemcen when this
pretender’s son brought together under his own con-
trol “the united principality. Nevertheless, Leo
Africanus states that the inhabitants enjoyed a vir-
tually complctc mcependence But they lost this when
the Turks arrived, for ‘Aridj {g.v.] seized control of
Miliana soon after the capture of Algiers. Under the
Turkish rule, the town came within the dar al-sultan,
sc. the territory directly administered by the Pagha of

. Algiers. Various Turkish officials resided there, one
. of them having the job of going round the tribes each

year and extracting taxation with the aid of troops
specially sent for this task from the capital. After the
capture of Algiers by the French, Miliana was for a
while independent, and was then occupied in 1834 by
‘Abd al-Kadir [g.2.], who installed there a bey. The
French in turn took control of the town on 8 June

1840, but were closely blockaded within it by the

amir’s partisans until 1842, when operations con-
ducted in the western part of the Mitidja, in the
district of Médéa and in the Chélif valley, assured
freedom of communications.
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MIM, the twenty -fourth letter of the Arabic
alphabet, transliterated as m, with the numcrical
value of 40 according to the eastern order {scc
ABDJAD]. .
Definition:  occlusive, bilabial, voiced, nasal (Can-
tineau, FEtudes, 28; Fleisch, 7raité, 1, 58). For
Sibawayh (Kitah, i, 454), its place of articulation is
situated between the lips; it is an ‘‘open sound”
(madjkir), emitted from a base in the mouth and the
nasal cavities (khaydshim), where nasalisation (ghunna)
is produced; it is also a ‘‘hard sound’’ (shadidf), by
means of which the sound (saw!) is transmitied. As for
al-Khalil, he calls this letter “occlusive’ (mufbik),
because it closes the mouth when one articulates it (K.
al-‘Ayn, 65). For 1bn Sina, the place of articulation of
mim is partly between the lips and partly the nasal
region, so that the air, when it passes through the
nasal cavities and the open space there, produces a
humming sound (dawi) (Roman, Etude, 1, 263).
In phonology, the phoneme m is defined by the
oppositions m-f, m-b and m-n (Cantincau, 167).



