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Hustorieal gazetteer of Iran. i, Tehran and north-western Iran,
Graz 1976, 434-5.

» Bibliography: In addition 1o the indigenous
sources quoted in the text: Sam®ani, Aiab al-
Ansab, GMS, xx, fol. 519a, ed. Hyderabad, xii,
171-5 (he also derives the nishe Maragha from the
clan al-Maragh of the tribe of al-Azd), Hadidji
Khalifa, Djihén-rima, 389; Ewliva Celebi, Siyahat-
nama, iv, 333 (confused and of doubtful value);
Zayn al-‘Abidin, Busidn al-siyika, 553; Hafiz-i
Abra. Dhayl-i Diami® al-tawdrikh, i, ed. Kh. Bayiani,
Tehran 1317/1938, 95.

The European descriptions of Maragha
{only since the 19th century) are pot very numerous
and do not exhaust the subject: Macdonald
Kinncir, Geogr. memoir, London 1813, 155-5; S.
Morier, A second journey, London 1818, 281-97
(Tabriz-Maragha-Gultapa[Kil-tiapa?]-Siraskind);
R. Ker Porter, Travels, London 1822,.ii, 493;
Monteith, Journal of a tour, in JRGS (1833), 4
(Sahand-Saraskind-Kal‘a-yi Zohak); H. Rawlin-
son, 4 march from Tabriz, in JRGS (1841), 39
(Miyan-do’ab); Ritter, Erdbunde, ix, 828-32; G.
Hoffmann, Ausziige aus syrischen Akten, Leipzig 1880,
248, etc. (important historical and geographical
notes); A. Hourum-Schindler, Refsen tm nord-west
Persien, in Zeitschr. d. Gesell. d. Erdkunde. Berlin
(1883), 334 (cf. the article AMardgha in the Encyel.
Britannica, 11th ed., 1911); ]. De Morgan, Afission
seientifique. Etudes géographigues, 1, Paris 1894, 337-40
(several views): Zugmayer, Eine Reise d. Vorderasien,
Berlin 1903, 123-8; S.G. Wilson, Persian life,
London 1890, 71-80; Le Strange, The lands of the
eastern caliphate, 164-5; R. de Mecquenem, Le lar
d’Ourmigh, in Annales de Géogr. (1908), 128-44; C.
Lehmann-Haupt, Armenten, i, (1910, 208-16; de
Mecquenem, Contribution & 'étude du giscment des
vertcbrés de Maragha, in Ministire Instr. Publigue,
Delégation en Perse, Annales d’Histoire naturelle, 1/2,
1908, 1-79 (with a geographical introduction);
Isma‘ll Dibadj. Binahd-yi ta’rikhi-yi békimédnda dar
Adharbavdian a: dawra-yi  Hlkhanan-i Mughul, in
Barrasiha-yi ta’rikhi, i1/5, 133-50; idem, Rakramd-yi
dathar-i  ta’rikhi-yi Adharbaydian-i  sharki | wa
Adharbavgyan-i gharbi, Tabriz 1343/1964, 35-42; M.

- Dj. Mashkir, Nazari ba-ta’rikh-i Adharbévdian wa
athar-i bastani wa diam%yyat shindsi-yi an,. Tehran

1349/1970, 19-21; D. Krawulsky, Iran, das Reich der

llhane, eine topographisch-historische Studie, Wiesbaden

1978, 536-7. {V. Minorsky*)

MARAKKAYAR (Tamil corruption of A. merkab
“boat”), an endogamous Tamil-speaking
Muslim group of South India located mainly in the
coastal districts of Tamil Nadu State in the Indian
Union. Major concentrations are found in the
districts of Thanjavur, South Arcot, Tiruchi-rapalli
and Tirunelveli, particularly in the ports of Nagap-
pattinam, sc. Nagor, Porto Novo, Adirampatnam,
Muttupet and Pottalpudar.

No population figures exist, but the Marakkayar
probably number under 100,000. They are Sunnis of
the Shafii madhhab and read the Kur’an in a Tamil
translation written in Arabic characters. Descent is
claimed from Arab traders, and certainly Nagappat-
tinam was known to early Arab merchants as Malifat-
tan and was an important port of call en routc to the
Malay peninsula and Sumatra by the 15th century
A.D.

The division between the Labbai [¢.r.] and the
Marakkayar is obscure. In the 19th century, the term
was used in Thanjavur district amongst wealthy
Labbai shipowners and traders to distinguish them

from their poorer co-religionists, and in the 18th
century records of the English East India Company
similar usage is found particularly for Muslims
trading out of ports in the Thanjavur district. As late
as the carly 20th century the title was freely adopted
in Tirunelveli district by Labbais engaged in the rice
export trade to Ceyvlon,

Despite such loose usage, there was by the 19th
century a clear division between Labbaj and Marak-
kayar in larger ports such as Nagappattinam. The
division was most clearly based on wealth, with the
Marakkayar comprising the more prosperous section
of the Muslim community and dominating indi-
genous seaborne trade with Burma, Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia and Ceylon. The Marakkayar
Tamil dialect in Nagapartinam also included a smat-
tering of Arabic words, and socially they followed
fewer Hindu practices than the Labbai. In part, the
division between Labbai and Marakkayar was prob-

ably confirmed by occupational and wealih differen-

tiation which occurred during the 18th century and
19th with wealthy Muslim shipowners and overseas
traders separating themselves socially from the larger
and poorer Labbai cormmmunity. ’

By the mid-19th century the Marakkayar were
stereotyped as the wealthiest and most " orthodox
section of the Tamil Muslim community. Their
women were unique in observing gogha (purdah), inter-
marriage with other Muslim groups was discouraged,
and they deliberately attempted to eliminate Hindu
practices from their social and religious life. In the late
19th century, under the influence of north Indian
‘ulamé’, and propagandists from “Aligarh, there was a
shortlived movement 10 abandon Tamil in favour of
Urdu.

Despite the tightening of group boundaries in the
19th century, the Marakkayar remain a cosmopelitan
community. Communities exist abroad today in
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Singapore and Indonesia, and
formerly in Burma. During the 20th century, they
have broadened their economic base in southern India
to include shopkeeping, hotel development and
industrial development.

The most important Marakkayar religious centre,
which is shared by other Muslim groups and Hindus,
is the nationally-famous tomb of Shah al-Hamid <Abd
al-Kadir (d. 1600), commonly known as Kadir Wali
or Miran Sahib, at Nagappattinam-Nagore. The
tomb was endowed at foundation by the Hindu Raja
of Thanjavur, and until the late 19th century it was
patronised by the princesses of that family. Similar
centres of pilgrimage patronised by the Marakkayar
exist at Adirampatnam (the tomb of Shaykh ¢Al3> al-
Din Sahib Andavar) and Muttupet.

Biblivgraphy: The first references to Marak-
kayars are found scattered amongst the voluminous
records of the English East India Company. G.A.
Herklots, Islam in India, London 1832, details the
history and practice of the Nagore shrine. E. Sell,
The faith of Islam, Madras 1880; E. Thurston, Castes
and tribes of Svuthern India, Madras 1909, and Kadir
Hussain Khan, Seuth Indian Mussalmans, Madras
1910, provide the first modern descriptive and
anthropological analysis of the group. The census of
India, xv (1901), xii (1911), xiv (1931), provides
details of occupation, distribution and social prac-
tices, but no statistics; the records of the Madras
Presidency are similar. District Gazetteers provide
local information concerning the group: L. Moore,
Trichinopoly, Madras 1878; T. Venkasami Row,
Tanjore, Madras 1883: F. R. Hemingway, Tanjore,
Madras 1906 and Trichinopoly Madras 1907; W.
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They have a jamat with a mutavalhi and qazi as
their head who dispose of cases of divorce, marriage,
widow remarriage, etc. Traditionally, they accept
both cooked and uncooked food from other commu-
nities such as the Dhakkini and Nair. They have
cordial relations with their neighbouring Hindu
communities and participate in Hindu religious
festivals.

Nowadays, marriages are contracted with the
Labbe, Sheikh and Syed. Formal education is
favoured for both girls and boys. Their attitude
towards modern medicines and family planning is
favourable. They avail themselves of the facilities
. of self-employment programmes.
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Marakkayar /

Community of India

The Marakkayar, also known as Maraikayar, are
reported to be a community of mixed Hindu and
Muslim origin who in many respects seem to differ



