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L. A. MAYER

occupied a unique ‘position. Well-known everywhere owing to his frequent travels
and his many writings, he was highly regarded on account of his many valuable publications:
yet he was most admired as a person. He combined the appearance and dignity of an Old
Testament patriarch with the Old World courtesy of a nobleman,’ the fiery convictions of a
freedom fighter with the cool, objective judgement of a true scholar, the loyalties of a great
patriot with an understanding of the other viewpoint. ‘ o

Q MONGST the scholars in the field of Islamic art, the late Professor Leo Aryéh Mayer

Professor Mayer was born in Austria, educated at the universities of Lausanne, Berlin,
and Vienna. From 1921 on he settled in Palestine, where he first was a member of the
Department of Antiquities, then a lecturer, and finally, Professor of Islamic Art and Archae- ;
ology at the Hebrew University, which also honored him by electing him Rector. - '

Professor Mayer’s unique contributions dealt with the historical aspects of Islamic art,
especially in the Arab countries. He wrote the book on Islamic Heraldry, and another im- 1
portant book on Mamluk costume. He made many contributions to Islamic numismatics,
epigraphy and bibliography. During the last years of his life he was engaged in writing
A Corpus of Islamic Artists, of which four volumes have appeared. All his publications
were done with the utmost thoroughness and objectivity.

The rare combination of his personal and scholarly qualities made him 2 universally re-
spected representative of our profession. His early passing in 1959 is, therefore, not only a

great loss to scholarship, but a sad blow to his numerous friends in many parts of the world.

Richard Ettinghausen
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protested against the idea of convening the Zionist books were: Johann Baptist von Schweitzer und die Sozial-
Congress in Germany. His works include: Die Anthropo- demokratie (1909); Die Anfaenge des politischen Radikal-
ismus im vormaérzlichen Preussen (1912); Der deutsche
Marxismus und der Krieg (1516); Aus der Welt des Sozial-
ismus (1927); Bis| narck und Lasalle, ihr Briefwechsel und
ihre Gespraeche (}1928); Friedrich Engels, eine Biographie
(2 vols., 1933; Eng., 1936). When the Nazis came to power
Mayer emigrated to Holland where in 1949 his Erinne-
rungen Were published. [Ep.]

Sigmund Maybaum, Ger- MMWA)(ER: LEO ARY (1895-1959), orientalist. Born in
an rabbi and professor Stanisiav (Austrian Poland), he settled in Palestine in 1921
f homiletics. Jerusalem, and was successively inspector of antiquities and librarian

] 'NKIU'L" Schwadron Col- and keeper of records for the Department of Antiquities. In
2 lection.

morphien und Anthropopathien bei%%Onkelos und den spaete-
ren Targumim (1870); Die Entwickiung des ali-israelitischen
Priestertums (1880); Die Enlwi(%klung des israelitischen
Prophetentunts (1883); and Juedische Homiletik (1890). His
important article on the life of Leﬁpold *Zunz appeared in
1894 (in the 12th report of the Hochschule). Maybaum was
an excellent preacher and his serrmons were published in
several volumes. A jubilee volumé was published on the
occasion of his 70th birthday.

Bibliography: M. Cahn, Religioese Stroemungen . . . (1912),
passim. [N.NG]

MAYER, DANIEL (1909~ ), French socialist politician,
Born in Paris, Mayer was a journ alist by profession, and
wrote for the socialist newspaper|Le Populaire. After the v
fall of France during World War 11, he reorganized the Leo Ary Mayer, Israel ori- 3

Socialist Party, clandestinely editing the Populaire, and entalist. Courtesy Hebrew f

after the Liberation became its gerjeral secretary. Mayer was University, Jerusalem.

a member of the Chamber of Deputies from 1946 to 1958 ) .

and from 1946 to 1949 held a number of ministerial offices 1925 he was appointed lecturer in the Institute of Oriental

_labor, public health, and veterian’s affairs. He was also Studies of the Hebrew University. From 1932 to 1958 he

president of the parliamentary cothmittee on foreign affairs. was professor of Near Eastern art and archaeology there.
He left parliament in 1958 to devbte himself to the League He held numerous positions: head of the Institute of
for Human Rights of which he was president. Mayer was an Oriental Studies; dean of the faculty of humanities; rector
active figure in Jewish affairs as president of *ORT. After of the Hebrew University (1943-45); president of the Israel
the *Six-Day War, when French jpolicy toward lsrael took Exploration Society (1940-59); and president of the lsrael
a hostile turn, Mayer emerged asa vigorous defender of the Oriental Society. With E. L. Sukenik, he excavated the

Third Wall of Jerusalem and with A.Reifenberg the
Eshtemoa synagogue. Mayer specialized in Islamic art,
costume, epigraphy, and numismatics. His published works
include Saracenic Heraldry (1933), Mamluk Costume
(1952), bibliographies of Jewish art and numismatics, and a
comprehensive work on Muslim artists, [slamic Architects
and their Works (1956). A museum of Istamic art and
culture in Jerusalem was named after him. [M.A-Y ]

MAVYER, LEOPOLD (1827-1903), U.S. community leader
and businessman. Mayer, who was born in Abendheim.
Germany, emi ated 1o the United States in 1850. Settling
in Chicago, helengaged in private tutoring of Hebrew and
German and became known as “Lehrer Mayer.” Mayer

Daniel Mayer, French so-
cialist potitician. Courtesy
Moshe Catane, Jerusalem.

Israel cause both as a speaker and writer. His publications exerted great influence on the development of the new
include Etapes yougoslaves: producteur citoyen, homne Jewish commu%nity in Chicago, particularly in religious
(1962); Pour une histoire de la} gauche (1966); Les Socia- education and i the movement toward Reform Judaism. In
listes dans la Résistance (1968). [S.C.] 1851 he conducSed the first bar mitzvah service at Kehillath

Anshe Maarab} (K.A.M. Congregation) and also was a
MAYER, GUSTAYV (1871-1948), German historian. Born founder of the Hebrew Benevolent Society. In the former,
in Brandenburg, he became professor of history, democra- Mayer advocatgd reforms in worship, including the adop-
cy, and socialism at the University of Berlin in 1920. He tion of the “liying language German'" in the ritual and
wrote extensively on socialigm and the history of the preaching, but kvas unsuccessful in this effort. In 1859 he
German labor movement, (Gustav's unbiased writings joined eight othiers, including Bernard *Felsenthal, to form
contributed to the appreciatiop of the historical significance the Jewish Reform Society (Juedischer Reformverein), which
of A. Lasalle, *Marx, and his riend Friedrich Engels about in 1861 founded Sinai Congregation, the first Reform

whom Mayer wrote an important biography. Amaong his congregation in the city. Mayer actively espoused the
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Leo Aryeh Mayer was born in Stanislawow
(Galicia) on January 12, 1895, and died at
Jerusalem on April 6, 1959. In him, Studies
in Islamic Artiand Archaeology have lost one
of the most universally respected and best
known of their exponents. Few—even those
who met him frequently and enjoyed his friend-
ship—can claim that they have known him in-
timately. Gentle and considerate, tolerant and
understanding, he was always available to
those who sought his advice, but he did not
encourage familiarity. Because of his retiring,
almost secretive nature only the barest details
of biographical interest are known. Itis in his
work that we must seek the man.

Mayer studied at the Universities of Lau-
sanne, Vienna, and Berlin, and received a
Ph.D. degree at Vienna for an unpublished
thesis on town planning in Islam in 1917. A
convinced and staunch Zionist, he emigrated
to Palestine in 1921. His first appointment
there was as Inspector in the Department of
Antiquities of the Government of Palestine
under British Mandate and he was soon pro-
moted to be Librarian of the Department.

When the Hebrew University was founded
at Jerusalem in 1929, he was first appointed
Lecturer in Islamic Art and Archaeology and
became the first Sir David Sassoon Professor
of Near Eastern Art and Archaeology in 1932.
He took an active part in the administrative
work of the University and served terms as
Dean of the Faculty of Arts and as Rector
(1943-45). While unwavering in his strong
Zionist convictions, Mayer bad from the start
supported all moves for an entente with the
Arabs and counted many of them among his
friends.

But for a few exceptions, all Mayer's pub-
lished work is concerned with Islamic subjects.
It is, however, for his outstanding contribu~
tions in the fields of Islamic heraldry, epig-

raphy, and numismatics, that he is likely to be
best remembered.

His Saracenic heraldry (Oxford, 1933)
remains the only authoritative work on the
subject. He himself made the most important
additions to it in his New material for Mam-
Iuk heraldry (Jerusalem, 1937) and in a num-
ber of articles in Ars Islamica (1936-37),
Syria (1937), and other periodicals.

His longer contributions to Arabic epig-
raphy appeared in the Quarterly of the De-
partment of Antiquities of Palestine and in the
Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society but
many of his first readings are scattered over
the 15 volumes of the Répertoire Chronolo-
gique d'Epigraphic Arabe which have ap-
peared, and others will be included in future
volumes. During the war years, which pre-
vented him from traveling abroad, he worked
on a companion volume to his Saracenic her-
aldry which he intended to call Seracenic cos-
tume, and part of this work appeared in an
abbreviated form under the title Mamluk cos-
tume in 1932. In it he tried to relate the
descriptions in texts with miniatures, metal
works, and textiles. He had an eye for, and
a tender affection for, all realia, a tendency in
which we may recognize some of the influence
of his teacher, J. von Karabacek.

Apart from several articles on Islamic
coins, Mayer also compiled a valuable Bibli-
ography of Islamic numismatics, which was
first published by the Royal Asiatic Society in
1939 and later revised and enlarged by him
for a second edition, which contains explana-
tory notes for each item, in 1954.

The last years of Mayer’s life were de-
voted to the compilation of 2 corpus of Islamic
craftsmen. For the sake of this huge under-
taking he traveled extensively, and single-
mindedly gave the project priority over all
his other interests. He first expounded the
plan for a series of monographs on this subject
at the XXIInd International Congress of Ori-
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entalists held at Istanbul in 1951. The first
volume on Islamic architects and their works
appeared in 1956 and was followed in the
same year by a volume on Islamic astrolabists.
A list of glassmakers, of whom only few names
are known, was published as an article in the
Israel Exploration Journal, 1954, and the vol-
ume on Islamic woodcarvers appeared in 1958,
He was able to read the proofs of the volume
on Islamic metal workers and their works but,
alas, it appeared after his death, as did also a
slender volume entitled L’ Art juif en terre de
PZslam, 1959, a subject to which he intended
to devote more of his time.

All Mayer’s publications are provided with
extensive and exhaustive bibliographies. He
paid the utmost attention to detail and would
often undertake a long journey for the express
purpose of checking a single inscription. He
was always most punctilious in acknowledging
any help he might be given, no matter how
trifling it might be. His interest in bibliog-
raphy also found expression in the edition
of the, unfortunately, short-lived dnnual bib-
liography of Islamic art and archaeology
(1935—37) which was interrupted by the out-
break of World War II. For this work he had
enlisted the cooperation of 2 great number of
scholars in many lands and laid the basis for
international collaboration in this field.

Despite his frequent visits abroad, Mayer
considered Jerusalem his only home and in-
sisted on returning there when he realized that
his recovery from his last illness, which over-
took him in Switzerland, afforded him only
brief relief. In him the Hebrew University has
lost an outstanding scholar, and our studies,
so thinly represented, an active and devoted
exponent. He was primarily concerned with
the production of handbooks which others will
quote. His is a lasting and solid contribution.

Among Mayer's many distinctions was the
award made to him by the British Government

of the O.B.E. He was a Fellow of the Society
of Antiquaries of London since 1934 and of
the Royal Asiatic Society since 1935, as well
as Honorary President of the Israel Explora-
tion Society.

Those who have been privileged to count
themselves among his friends will remember
him also as the perfect guest and the perfect
host, which he was. Mayer was a man of
method and of firmly established habits. He
always stayed at the same hotels; nearly al-
ways as near as possible to the national mu-
seums and libraries in all the capital cities of
the world; frequented the same restaurants;
rarely trusted the post offices to deliver mail
unless it was registered. The absence from our
mail of his concise matter-of-fact letters writ-
ten in a beautifully calligraphic hand, the cour-
teous and informative comments on our own
work, the absence from our museums of his
bearded patriarchal figure, which used to ap-
pear with such regularity each year, will long
be missed by all those who knew him and were
devoted to him.

D. S. Rice

THE WORKS OF
PROFESSOR L. A. MAYER

ComriLep By H. Z. HIrsCHBERG

Books are preceded by an asterisk (*); reviews
by (R).

ABBREVIATIONS
48 Annales du Service des Antiquités de
PEgypte.
BIES Bulletin of the Israel Exploration Society,
continuing:

BJIPES  Bulletin of the Jewish Palestine Explora~
tion Society.

BSOAS  Bulletin of the School of Oriental and
African Studies.

IET Israel Exploration Journal.

JEA Journal of Egyptian drchaeology.

JPOS Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society.

JRAS Journal of the Royal dsiatic Society,
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PROFESSOR L.A.MAYER—1895-1959
IN MEMORIAM

B Editors mourn the passing of Professor L. A. Mayer, member of the
torial Board of the Israel Exploration Journal since its inception and sub-
uently Consulting Editor until the time of his death, on April 6th,

Leo Arieh Mayer was born in Stanislawéw, Galicia, in 1895. He completed
1 ':Studies at the school of Orienta] Studies of the University of Vienna, where
graduatcd in 1917 as Ph. D. with a thesis on Islamic town planning. In
19 he was appointed assistant in the Oriental Department of the Prussian
Library in Berlin. In 1921 he left Germany for Palestine, where he be-
Inspector of Antiquities, and later on Librarian and Keeper of Records
the Department of Antiquities; as such he organized the Library of the
llestine Archaeological Museum. After his resignation he remained Honorary
aphist and Keeper of Moslem Coins in the Mandatory Department of
tiquities. In Israel he was Honorary Adviser on Moslem Monumeats to the
nistry of Religious Affairs and Honorary Adviser on Moslem Antiquities to
epartment of Antiquities.
Prof. Mayer's connection with the University began in 1922, when he served
A advisory committee before its foundation; after the creation of the
ersity he served from 1925 as Lecturer in the Institute of Oriental
¢s, and was appointed in 1932 Professor of Near Eastern Art and Archae-
i post he held till his resignation in 1958. In the course of his
versity career Prof. Mayer served on the Executive Committee of the
sity, and ably filled the tasks of Head of the School of Oriental Studies,
of the Faculty of Humanities, and Rector (1943-1945).
Prof. Mayer joined the Jewish Palestine Exploration Society (later the Israel
loration Society) soon after his arrival in this country, and was for many
2 member of the Executive Committee of the Society; he was elected its
dent in 1940 after the decease of Prof. S. Klein, and remained in this
inction till his death; he was also one of the founders and the first President
# the Israel Oriental Society.

147



