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‘Ma‘n b. Sumadih

Man b. Sumaiadih (d. Ramadan
443/6 January—4 February 1052) was the
first ruler of the Banii Sumadih dynasty in
the Taifa of Almeria.

The Banii Sumadibh (r ¢.403/1013 to
484/1091) were part of the Arab Tuji-
bid dynasty from the Ebro valley (in the
Upper March, in northeastern al-Andalus)
that ruled Zaragoza and the surrounding
cities from 40071010 to 431/1040, near
the beginning of the Taifa period. The
family initially came to prominence when
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Sumadih, gov-
ernor of Huesca, quarrelled with the first
Tujibid ruler from Zaragoza (his cousin
Mundhir, ©. 400-14/1010-23) and was
forced to flee, taking refuge in Valencia,
where he was welcomed by the amir, ‘Abd
al-‘Az7z b. al-Mangiir (r 411-52/1021-61).
The amir then helped the Banii Sumadih
seize Almeria, which the father and son
controlled from 432/1041 to 443/1051.

At the beginning of the Taifa period,
Almeria was ruled by a dynasty of Slavic
former servants of the caliphal administra-

tion who seized control in about 39971009 =

and remained in power until 429/1038.
We have two different accounts of the way
in which Ma‘n gained power in Almeria.
According to the first—included in the so-
called Crinica anénima de los reyes de Taifas
(an anonymous Arabic chronicle, dated
around the late sixth/twelfth century) and
mentioned by the chroniclers Ibn ‘Idhart
(d. first half of the eighth/fourteenth cen-
tury) and Ibn al-Khatib (d. 776/1375)—it
was the inhabitants of Almeria themselves
who took the initiative. After the death in
499/1038 of Zuhayr, the second {and last)
Slavic ruler, the people swore allegiance
to ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. al-Mansiir in Valencia,
who became the new sovereign of the city
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and, as such, minted coins bearing his
name from 42971038 to 432/1040~1. He
initially placed the city under the direct
control of his son ‘Abdallah, who took the
regnal name al-Nasir, but ‘Abdallah died
shortly thereafter. The amir then appointed
Ma'n b. Sumiadih who, in Rajab 433/24
February—25 March 1042), betrayed the
amir and declared Almeria an indepen-
dent Taifa.

The second account comes from
al-Udhii (d. 478/1085-6), an author
from Almerfa, who openly favoured the
Banii Sumadih and provides a detailed
account of their rise to power. According
to this report, the inhabitants of the aty
reached an agreement with ‘Abd al-*Aziz
b. al-Mansiir that allowed them to choose
their own ruler, and they turned to Ma'n,
whom al-UdhiT praises as a clever and
generous patron of the arts and sciences
who was well suited for ride, given his
noble ineage.

After a decade of rule, Ma'n b. Sumadih
died in the Almeria citadel in Ramadan
443/6 January—4 February 1052. His son
and successor, Mubammad b. Ma‘n, was
only fourteen years old at the time and
therefore did not officially take power until
446/1054-5 (he ruled undl 484/1091).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

SOURCES

Ibn °Idhar, al-Bayan al-Mughrid, ed. Thsan
‘Abbas (Beirut 1998%), 3:167, 174, 293; Ibn
al-Khatib, A‘mal al-alam, ed. Evariste Lévi-
Provencal (Beirut 1956), 63-4; al-Udhni,
Tarst® al-akhbar, ed: ‘Abd al-Aziz al-Ahwant
(Madrid 1965), 84. A

STUDIES

Francois Clément, Pouwvoir et ligitimité en Espagne
musulmane é Fépoque des teifas (Ve—Xle siécle).
Limam fictif; Parls 1997; Pierre Guich-
ard, Al-Andalus frente a la conquisia cristiana
(Madrid and Valencia 2001}, 393-5, 408-9;

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Three (EP), 2021-2,
' Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2021 iSAM DN. 288338.




