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Durayd spoke of the verb as Yemeniﬂte and cited the
word mashafe meaning ‘‘spade’’. Noldeke therefore
concluded that the Arabs had borrowed these woxjds
from the Himyarites or (as above) frorp the Ethio-
pians. Similarly, Schwally regarded the sing. of sufuf,
sc. sahifa, as an Arabic coining derived from the aboye
Ethiopic or South Arabian root. Both scholars cite
sources suggesting that the borrowing pre-dates
Islam, although, since the form here discussed,
mushaf, does not occur in the Kur’an, its use to.refer
to the Kur’an text is equally an Islamic neologism.
Probably by extension of widespread references to
the variant readings attributed to certain prominent
Companions, there developed references to “‘the

mushaf’” of ‘Abd Allah b. Mas‘id, of Ubayy b. Kab, -

of “Aisha, etc., in which the readings were concetved
to have been recorded. All of these Companion
codices, are next thought to have been suppressed
when ‘Uthman provided a single text of the revela-

tions to serve all the Muslims and ordered all other -

existing documents, whether fragments or complete
codices, to be destroyed. That, however, did not pre-
vent continued citation of these readings in the
exegetical works of the 2nd/8th century, to which they
furnished glosses, synonyms and brief extensions of
the texts of the mugshaf useful for the clarification of the
syntax or the elucidation of the meanings of rare
words. Similar appeal was made to.the Companions
in legal discussions where, however, the readin_gs
attributed to the codices exhibit either differences in
vowelling or additions relative to the text in general
use in the ritual prayer and universally regarded as
the mushaf or imam provided by ‘Uthmin. As both
these latter types of reading are critical to issues
debated among the scholars, they are probably best
viewed in association with the relevant hadith reports
adduced to the same end and from the same
individuals in the same discussions and like which,
indeed, they share an occasional dual, or even multi-
ple attribution. For example, one encounters expres-
sions such as “‘in one of the two mugshafs—that of ‘Abd
Alldh or that of Ubayy’’.

Of a qualitatively different kind are differences
listed by 2nd-3rd/8th-9th century writers of works on
the masdhif as instances of disagreement between the
mushafs of the “Irakis and those of the Hidjazi-Syrian
tradition or between those of the Kiifan and the
Basran communities. Such lists are brief and concern
only very minor matters, such as the occasional
presence or absence of a conjunctive wdw or
preference for the conjunctive f2> as opposed to the
conjunctive waw and the like. These insubstantial dif-
ferences visibly stem merely from ancient differences
in the resolution of primitive written versions of one
and the same text, and study of the lists confirms the
underlying presence of a single Kur’an text univer-
sally shared by the Muslims of all regions since a
remote date and symbolised in the common belief that
copies of the Kur’in text had been disseminated
throughout the newly-conquered territories from a
single centre, .
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[kan,  Cairo 1354/1935; Noldeke-Schwally,

Ceschichte des Qordns, Leipzig 1909-19; G. Berg-

strasser and O, Pretzl, Die Geschichte des Korantexts,
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MUSHAFT, SHAYKH GHULAM HaMDANT (1164-
1240/1750-1824), aleading Urdu poet, was born at
Amréha ca. 60 miles east of Dihli, the son of a highly
respected man of modest means.

He grew up proud, independent and honest, and
quickly acquired a fluent command of Urdu and Per-
sian, both poetry and prose. His ambition to become
an Urdu poet took him te Dihli in order to complete
his studies: but he failed to-find a patron ‘and was
driven by poverty, it is said, to eke out a living in
commerce. After trying his fortunes elsewhere, he
returned to DihlT (1190/1776), remaining there for
about twelve vyears. - His expertise was soon
recognised; poets flocked to the mushdaras [g.0.]
(poetical assemblies) which he held in his house, and
he became a much sought-after teacher. Like most
Dihlt poets at the time, he concentrated on the ghazal,
but he was prolific, and attempted other forms, such
as the fasida (madil), mathnawi and quatrains. He
became highly esteemed for technical mastery, but
not for originality, and could not compete with
Sawda> and Mir Taki Mir [q. vv.], especially in the
ghazal. His move to Lucknow (Lakhnaw), however
(1202/1787), was probably due less to personal disap-
pointment than to the general state of instability in
Dihli, and he was merely part of the general exodus
of poets which had already included Mir Hasan [g.0.,
Sawda and Mir.

In Lucknow, he found a suitable patron in Mirzi
Sulayman Shikah, a son of the Emperor Shih ‘Alam.
With a regular salary, Mushafi’s career seemed to
enter a happier phase, and his copious output
included kasidas in praise of Shikéh and the Nawwasb
Asaf al-Dawla. Unfortunately one of his pupils Ingha?
[¢-v. and see maDTH. 4. In Urdu], who had followed
him from Dihli, became his rival, and supplanted him
in Shikéh’s favour, Mushafi’s salary being drastically
reduced. A war of words ensued, the two poets vying
in the virulence of their satires of each other. Each had
his supporters, and the two parties almost came to

| blows. In the end, Insha’ overreached himself, and

Asaf al-Dawla expelled him from Lucknow. But the
affair left its mark on Mushafi, and helped—together
with an unhappy third marriage and poverty—to
cloud his later years. Poverty, it is said, led him to sell
poems to others which they might pass off as their
own. At the time of his death, he was still regarded
only as a great teacher and technician and as lacking
in originality.

- This less than enthusiastic assessment of his stature

-as a poet is clear from the tadhkira writers, and is

echoed by modern literary critics, beginning with
Azad (op. cit. in Bibl., -309-38). Among the reasons
adduced for his failure to achieve a personal note is his
vast output, which includes, in Urduy, eight diwdns
containing thousands of ghazals, ten mathnawis and
three volumes containing 84 kasidas. In Persian, he
wrote four diwans of poetry and three prose tadhkiras,
one of Persian and two of Urdu poets. But prolificness
is not, of itself, a guarantee of mediocrity, and few of
his detractors can have read much of his output. Orily
selections had been published until 1968, when the
first volume of a projected complete edition appeared
in Dihli (Kulliyyat Mushafi, ed. Nithar Ahmad Fariki).
In the ghazal, he did not fit into the Dihif “‘subjective’’
or the Lucknow ‘‘objective’” schools, we are told,
lacking the passion of the former and the brilliance of
the latter. When he left Dihli, unlike Mir, he had not
established himself in the first rank of ghazal-gii; then,
on reaching Lucknow, he tried to rival the younger
poets there, and ended by being a *“fish out of water’’.
This facile assessment has plausibility. His anxiety to




874 W. HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, K71,

(d. 1176/1762-3) became his patron. He v
Years of age when he wrote Lijs
the Tajally § wir he died in 1
a Persian diwan and other w
Jafr, prosody and mu'ammd.
Strat { hal, an autobiography in mathnawi verse : Rieu ij
715a (18th cent.).
[Makhzan al-ghara’ib no. 2196 ;

1173. For the Hadigat al-agalim, which was written mainly
in 1192/1778-1 196/1782 by Murtada Husuin Bilgrami and which
containg biographies of poets and other celebrities, see pp- 142-3
supra,

orks including treatises on raml,

Tajally 7 nwar 11 Pp. 20-21.]

1174. Méhan La‘l * Anig » Kayat’h' was the son of Ray
Tala (?) Ram, Qaniings of the parganak of Gépimau in Oudh.
In the art of poetry he was a pupil of Mirza M. Fakhir ““ Makin
Dililawi.2 He had been resident at Lucknow for more than fifty
years when he wrote the first edition of his Anis al-akibbha’
lin 1197 1783, und for more than ninety years when Le com-
pleted the second edition lin 1235/1819-20]. The work wus
undertaken at the request of Mahiarajah Tikat Riy,® who had
been delighted with the Tadkkirak of ** Hazin (for which see
P 848 supra) and had asked © Apis to write 4 counterpart to
it on Indian poets. For his duwcan (MS. at Rimpiir) see OCM.
V1/4 (Aug. 1930) p. 75,

Anis a]-a_hibbd’, notices of ** Makin
bis school completed in 1197/1783 and div
(on ** Makin's  teacher
a Fath al-bab (on

and the poets of
ided into an Iftitah
, Mirza ‘Azimi-yi “ Iksir Isfahini),
“Makin ), a Fasl (on 31 Muslim pupils of

' Born at Delhi, migruted to Lucknow

ut Faidabiad and at Hihiabad, where the Emperor Shah-*Alan, became hia
pupil in the art of poetry, dicd at Lucknow in 1221/1806-7. Sve Riew i 3764
Bankipir iii pp. 2589, Sprenger P 481, Subuf § lbrahim (penultimate bicgraphy
under Min), Khulasar al-aftar no, 475, Makhzan al-ghara'ih no, 2699, Tadhkirah
¢ dil-gusha (Berlin p. 472 no. 112),

? Ldvan to Sarfuraz al-Daulah
of Asaf al-Duulah, the Nawwih-Wy

* Weut to Delhi [presumal
was afterwards invitod by N
to Murdiidabad, where he d

in 1173/1759-60, lived for some time

Mirza Hasan Ridi

Khan, who was Na'it,
zir of Qudh,

Tikée Ray died in 1215/1800-1,
bly from Persia) in M uhumuad Shih's reign, and
awwab Mahibut-Jang (for whom see p. 7117 supra)
ed in the time of Nirdj ul-Dauluh (8.1, 116970,

vas already over sixty
autobiography:. According to
200/1786 and was the author of
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* Makin "), a Fasilah (on six Hindi pupils), an ’l‘i-";i‘fa'l‘,-,,‘.?.ﬁ
6 eaMuslin,] puplls of ** Makin’s i3] puplls) and a l,!Wﬂ laé__meu ;
vn six Hindd pupils of his pupils) : Spre_“gzrbm-the ;uthm)’
:(3(316a (18th cent., apparently written or revnse'_9 £5 comploted
377a (an enlarged recension begun m.120f3/ lt;l Fa,sl 12 in the
in 1235/1819-20 and containing 20 ;lg()t‘lcei Ill: Hf; - ‘;"kh&u'mah.
gy in the Ikhtitam an n : =L
F:§zl(11}2"371/11812n2) Berlin 662 (a.H. 1218/1803-4), Bankipir viii
AH. J
t.). . 3 ~d.
70:13"(192; tcl(:: p)oets in the 1st edition ; bprengel:_P[;- ’1?2 3
[Alsutobiogmphy in Anis al-ahibbd’ at end of Faslah.

i-Muhammad
“ Mughafi ” b. Wali M\'x,
. Ghulim-Hamadini - . of
b llolx’lmedg—t-o a family connected with Amrblia: (210 cn(llll:;elje (i)u
Joragabad), bus, if not born altifLuc;mOV«v;r about, 1190/1776°
tively early, life. In, 4 A
sarly: 0: (t:gm]gt(:;l?i “;:h);re he spent twelve years cult;vtt;:;\e.-.
1;;1;:::1] (i.e. Urdu) poetry, which he found to bers‘i::Eu poetr\'t
le_,h his early predilection had been for }er houn On
;‘lolfent poets of the time used to forguthgr at lm.z Sulai.m{m-
returning to Lucknow he found A and srn:}({:r'of Akbar-
-\ - d n Of g_l_l{lh" lﬂm an Y
§'hl'lll.foh’}g{etahsiificci,x? :ro about, 1240/1824-5 at an advax;c;:lwgﬁi-
o 8 a facile writer of verse, and comP"”ef -sevlfm 'a:l and.
e tvl:a Tadkkirah 3+ Hindi he mentions three * in ; :mlites thc;
]nparint]y-—four in Urdu. According to Sprﬁngel', “r:i(;l Urdu
ap ’ te three mo :
N S TRRY) bsequently wro €
ﬁu%ﬁ); oli'lsl:-l’je(::rt,iolx])z fsr‘(])x: fgur of his Urdu diwdns was published
v

i g »_  QGarcin de Tassy, ciging
i ieu ** he was burn in Lucknow . Jauay, cting
}‘ fl\'c«‘-i(;lzlt;r;g}g‘ tioli{ilrz;‘i and parnphmsing, d(/)\Ubtlsz|;l‘a, H::l:ic '\:'“ ds s Rico,
suye * M: i i ! khnau ', Aceo ANk s born
' o aca of Fyzabad and anot a
o) ihtun “m i slace of thut name near I'y and anothel B
A e (eited by jarein ii p. 280) says that ho was : Dalbl -
ﬁu“‘l“pnm.]!%ﬁ;t:lllla(:llt:}d“bgcﬁ?\:‘d topAmruhIx, but went us o young n
Gruhame Ba ] ! | pmreh ' ‘ "
Dl i ‘hu;ur"l‘fn‘t(r{:;o(iiiih;fpnnlt’;‘lli,:l? Boule Oriental biographical dictionury
¢ See Garein de X )
: * h copy of a Persian
e i Sprenger, who speaks of *a roug COPY L orens
¥ Four Mcordl?go?’.lul{‘:l A:yr, and one in the “.‘{'l".“f}“‘!“‘:h: Zv{yle whorons
‘D}leé“ll;:ltllt;aitl)i/r"nAgurdu these two ns a single diwdn *'in
Abd al-Mug rieg
Asnir and Nagir ‘Ali”"
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Mitmad of Ghazni; his mother being that
monarch’s sister,  He had foreibly tiken
possession of a Iinda temple in Bahriich,
u};uu which ihe MHindds surrounded him en
all sides; a Dlattle ensued, in which Masa‘ad
Ghiazi was slain, and several of his adherents
cut to picees.  This circumstanee fook place
on the 15th June, A.p. 1033, 14th Rajab, a.ar.
424, at which time he was ouly 19 years old.
To commemiorate his martyrdom a festival
tukes place every year at Bahrdich on the
first Sunday in the month of Jaith, which
falls exuctly on the 29th day after our Euster
Sunday, and very seldom on any other day.
The festival terminates with the flying of kites.

Masa‘ud Hisari, Maulana (.\J.w

63.J0% ‘_:)\.::»), a'poet who was living

at the commencement of Akbur’s reign, and
wrote the chironogram of the emperor Huomi-
yian's death, which took place in A.v. 15656,
A, 963,

Masa‘ud, Khwaja (a5'ss dyeae), of

Bak, a place near Bukhara. Tt is said that
Lie was for some thue a king in Miwaruu-
palir, but a dervish at huat. He is the
suthor of several works on Sufiism, oue of
which is the Unon al- Nusich. e has also
composed a Diwan, which he culled Nir l-
Afu, the *light of the eye,”” coutaining wore
than 3000 verses.

Masa‘ud, Khwaja (&g dyxmmn).
Tide Khwija Musa*id.

Masa‘ud Sa‘d Salman (ol K
u\"l*')f a poct and native of Jurjin.

Ile flourished in the thme of Munichehr,
ruler of that countyy, aboul the year a.p.
1060, a.m. 452, e is the author of a
Diwin in Arabic and Persian.

Masa‘udi (_sdynmn), the famous his-

toriun who visited India, Ceylon aud the
coast of China iu the vear an. 915, He is
the author of the work entitled Ma'dan wl-
Jawdakir, Mines of Gems, of w Lichithe firstpart
Lius been well transluted by Dro AL Spranger
The first of his compositions is ALbbdr uz-
Ziman, an enornous work of at least twenty
volumes; the sccoud is the Qitdb wl-Ausath,
being the complement to the Lkhbar; and
the third Vues of Gews, or as some call it
the Mewdows of Gold, forming at the same
time the extract and the supplement of the
two others. Hedied A, 934, A, 345, In
deseribinge the carly diseoveries of his country-
men inside the Great Taveamid in Beypt,
he says that some of them found iu the lower
part of the Pyronid a viee containing a
quantity of fluid of an uukuown quality.
They also discoverd in a Lz hall & guautity
of gulden cuins put up iv columus, every

picee of which was of the weight of 1000
divars.  lu another place they found the
image of an old man, made of green stoue,
sitting upon a sofn, aud wrapped up i a

parment.  Bedore him were statues of little
boys. Iaving procecded further they met

with the fmage of a cock made of precions
stones and placed upon a green  eolumu,
Coutinuing their resairches they eame to a
female idol of white stone and hons of stone
on each side,  This hie savs, veewrved in the
time of Yarid bin-‘Abdullul, supposcd, says
Colonel Howard Vyse, to have been a king of
Egvpt.

Mas-hafi ( is*"), an Urdd poet of

N

Lucknow, whose proper name is Ghulim
Wamdani. His wative country was Amroha
in the district of Muriadabid. 1le died about
the yeur a.b. 1824, am. 1240, Tle is the
author of several Diwins in DPersian and
Urda, wnd also produced (1798) a Luzkira,
or bingraphy, of Urdd pocts. 1le also wrote
another Zuzhira for Porsian pocts, and a
historieal work, in verse, which he calld
Shilodma.

Ma‘shuq ‘Ali, Maulana Muhammad
2y .
(das L))v LaA‘: u}':*"")' of Jaun-
pitr, # learned Musalmin and author of several
works in prose and poctry.
year A4.D. 1852, a.M. 1265,
Masha-ullah (1 LaLy), the surname
of an author who is also styled Al-Misri, or
the Bgvptinn., It is wlso the nane of a Jew,
who wits a gret astronomer, and lived in the
time of the khalits Al-Mausir und Al-Maman.
Masih (), the poctical name of

Hahim Rukua Kishi, which see.

Masih (.C‘:.,M\, wlose proper name was

Hatim, is the author of the poem calld
Qisswia Manichehr, coutaining the story of
Mandelichr, which he composed in a.v. 1860,
A 1070, and dedicuted it to Shih Jabin
the ewperor of Debili,

Masiha (Laias), poctical title of

Ilukim Mubammad ‘Ali Khan, who is the

author uf an Urda Diwan.

Masihai, Akhund (..\.5/.5-\ ,__‘,\.S\_M),

of Kashim, whose poetical nume was Sihib, s
i who possessed every orvunent of learning
sud secomplishment, Diad been o pupil wud
san-in-law of Aqi Husain of Khwinsir, osd
guined the adwivation of all mankind by his
good qualitics aud agrecable society,  He
compused much ju verse, and has Jeft elegant
compenitions in prose. 1o died at Isfahas
in the beginning of the 18th century.

1ie¢ died in the”

| Masihi (‘.j.b'\_...w..v\, a Twrkish poet of

great repute at Constantinople, who Hourished
i the reiwn of the emperor Sulaimin IL
sled the Lawgiver,  His works are pre-
saved i the arehives of the Royul Society.
Maaihi dicd in a.p. 1512, A 918,

¥asihi (u.s.\';,....). Jide Rukn-uddin
Masatad Masilii.

Masihi, Mulla (Ve ‘_S.s.\‘..“'), also

alled Masihal, was the poctical nume of Sa‘d-
wllih, an adopted sou of Mugarrab Khin, e
was & pative of Panipat, wnd ttourished in
the time of the emperor Juliangie.  Hetrous-
Litedl the Zeudiyan, which containg the battle
of Wt Chand with Rawan the ten<heudad
mouster, trom 1lindi iuto Versian verse.

Hasir (J,,,...,'), poetical nawe of prince
Mirza Hamavin Kuwdr, the son of Mirza
Rhueshaid Kuadr, ) 7ade Tuskhir.

Masjidi (_sa_s*), poctical title of
apoet of Persia.

¥asjid Moth (&2ye Js%)) name of

a mosque bailt by Miin Blidya at Dehli.
[Vide Bhiya.]

[}
Maslah-uddin (2 ) i“‘“‘) , proper
same of the celebrated Shuikh Sa‘di of Shiraz.
[ Vide Su‘di.]

. Maslah-uddin al-Lari (ool ,;L:"
il [

,3), o native of Lir in Persia, and
author of the work called Miret wl-ddwar,
the Mirror of the World.

Mastuf (f,=-s), poctical title of
Nawib Kbian Bubadar Khan, the son of
Jalil-uddin or Zultigir Khin, the son of
Hatiz Rahmat Khin of Barcli. He is the
author of a Diwdan,  Ife rebelled aguinst the
British in 1857, and consequently was obliged
to leave Lis uative country und go to Meeca.

Masrur (), the poctical title of
Wali Mubammad Khind why was governor of
Lir under Shah Tahmisp L1 of ersia.

Hast (wwwv), the poetical appellation

of Zulti :ar “Ali, which sce.
¥a'sum ‘Ali Shah, Mir (_J= e
P »L8), o celebrated Safi teacher,

who wus a diseiple of Sayyad ‘Ali Razd, a
mitive of the Dycean,  During the reigu ol
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Kartn Khin he wont from Tudia to Shirdz,
where s followers soon amounted to mwore
thou thicty thousand.  The orthodox priests
took alarny, aud prevailed on the mild k:n‘im
Khin to banish the saint from his capital,
but his reputation was inercised by the act
of power which provhiimed him dangerous,
Adter Karim Khan's death Mir Masam, who
resided ina small village near Isfubiin, deputed
his first diseiple, Fayiz *AlD, to teach in thas
city. That holy person soon divd, and was
suceeeded in i3 otfice by his son Nar Al
Shah: whoe, though young in years, was (to
s the phiwse of his hisforian), *told in piety.””
The number awd rank of Mir Musim's
followers excited alarm in the pricsts of
Istaliin, who trapsmitted so exaggerated an
aeconnt of the vile heresies of the Sonis to
Al Murad Khin the king, and recommended
him so strougly to support the faith, by
wnishing thos¢ whose opinions wers alike
Lustile to true religivn and good government,
that the mouarch, the mowment he received
their representativn, sent orders to cut off the
noses and ears of some among the most zealous
of the obuuxious seet; aud us o further dis-
grace, to shave the Leards of all who had
adopted their opinivns.  The ignorant soldiers
infrusted with the exeeution of this mamlate,
wers not very capableot diserimiunting between
true believers and intfideld ; and we ure assured
by a contemporary writer, that many orthodux
Mubummadans bad their noses aud ears cut
off and their beards shuved o this memorable
oceasivn,

Mir Ma‘sim “Alf and Nir ‘Al Shah, after
waundering front vne plice to another, re-
visited Kirman, where Mushtiy “Alf, the most

fows of his disciples, was put to death, At
Kirmianshah Nar ‘All Shah was pluced in
confinement ; and Mir Mu'siim wos murdered
when at prayers in the midst of his followers.
"This seet, however, notwithstanding the efforts
of their enemies, coutinued to inerease in
pumbers 3 aud Nar ‘Al Shih, with all who
wilheral to him, were banished the kisgdom,
1Lis uvewed diseiples were at this period about
sixty thousuud, but muuy more were sup-
posed 1o b secretly devoted to him. Ie is
said to have been poisoned at Mausal. It i3
related that two inhabitants of Kirminshih,
who were distinguizhed h{' an exteaordinary
appuitrance of zeul, dressed hiis divmer on the
duy that lie wis allddt‘lﬂ{' attacked by violeug
spasms, which in a tew hours terminated his
existence.  Their flight- led all to suspect
them of having poisoned him.  Nar Ali died
at 9 o'clock on the morning of the 3rd June,
A.p. 1800, 10th Mubarrauy, aae 1215, e
expired close to the grave of the prophet
Jomus, within a league of Muusal,

Matin (.es-9), the poctical name of

Shaikh ‘Abdal Raza hin-Abdullih Muatin,
Lo wis # native of Istuhdn, but of Arubic
origin, e cume to Tudia in the reign of
the emperor Mulumaid  Shib, und  sub-
sequently went to Luckuow, whers he n»un‘ml
the garh of a dervish and reeeivol @ Yl‘llalﬂll
from Burhan ul-Mulk Satdadat Khan, Having
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LIVES OF POETS. 377

The contents have been noticed by Dr.
Sprenger, Oude Catalogue, p. 161.

This copy appears to have been written, or
at least revised, by the author. Several poeti-
cal quotations, which have been struck out
in it, are omitted in the later recension
which follows. The seal of Maharajah Tiket
Rii, with the date 1203, is found on its first
page, as well as an ‘Arz-didah, dated A.H.
1206. A notice of its contents has been pre-
fixed by Major Yule.

Or. 227.

Foll. 122; 9% in. by 6; 15 lines, 3§ in.
long ; written in Nestalik; dated Lucknow,
Jumada I1., A.H. 1237 (A.D. 1822).

[Geo. W, Hamrrrox. ]

An enlarged recension of the same work.
The preface, division, and the main part of
the contents are the same as in the preceding
MS. But there are a few differences in the
arrangement, some additional passages and a
considerable number of new notices. Among
these is one on the author’s son, Ram Sahai
Jalis, who died, A.H. 1228, in his 34th year.
The Fasl contains fifty notices, the Fasilah
twelve, the Ikhtitim eleven, and the Husn1i

Khitimah eighteen.

The author must have reached an extremely
old age when he completed this second edi-
tion; for he states, fol. 91 a, that he had then
resided upwards of ninety years in Lucknow.
It was commenced,.according to a versified
chronogram at the end, A.H. 1209. TFor
the date of completion no less than three
chronograms are given, in which it is ex-
pressed by the following words: )l & sl Y
= 1235, J~ 2y é\.g = 12384, and ¥
1 Opke 5y = 1235.

A full table of contents, in the same hand-
writing as the text, is prefixed.

Add. 16.727.
Foll. 105; 9 in. by 5}; 15 lines, 3} in.

long; written in cursive Nestalik, about the
close of the 18th century. [WirLiam YULE.]

LS ods

Notices on some Persian poets who flou-
rished, chiefly in India, from the time of Mu-
hammad Shih to the reign of Shih ‘Alam.

Author : Ghulam i Hamadini, poetically
surnamed Mushaf, i< & Oals Slaw r;L;

Beg. oj{ Sl ald S Js)

Ghulim i Hamadani, son of Vali Muham-
mad, was a distinguished Urdu poet. From
an account of his life, which he gives in the
next-following work, fol. 185, we learn that
he came of a family which had risen to rank
and wealth in the se{rvice of the court of
Dehli, but had been involved in its ruin.
He was born in Lucknow, and displayed an
early taste for Persian poetry. He left, A.H.
1190, his native city for Dehli, where, during
a stay of twelve years, he applied himself to
the cultivation of Rekhtah poetry, which he
found more in vogue, and where his house
was the resort of the first poets of the capital.
He then returned (A.H. 1201) to Lucknow,
where he found a patron in Prince Sulaiman
Shikih, son of Shih ‘Alam, and spent the
rest of his life. He died, according to the
Gulshan i Bikhar, about A.H. 1243, leaving,
besides the present work and his Hindi Taz-
kirah, several Divans, both Persian and Hin-
dustani, and a Shahnamah treating of Shih
‘Alam, which remained incomplete. See
Garcin de Tassy, Littérature Hindoui, vol. i.
p- 373, and Sprenger, Oude Catalogue, p. 182.

1t appears from the preface of the present

‘Tazkirah that it was written in Dehli, at the

suggestion of the well-known poet and Mun-
shi, Mirza Katil, A.H. 1199. This date, first
given in numbers, is afterwards fixed by the
following chronogram :
l.:ah:-‘). &5.}) o &'}\.-dg KW &‘éj)c)‘l‘
\io [add b] e ‘_gbj sl 3l g )0
c : .
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ably an exception with Asar is a rule with several Lucknow poets.
Sensuality, as such, is not what distinguishes one school from the other.
It is more or less a common feature. The real difference, as far as I can
see, is this: the poetry of the one is pathetic because it is born of
disapointment; that of the other, witty, sarcastic, light, because the poet
is too sophisticated and cultured to believe in feelings. Love in Lucknow
has come to be considered as a pastime, or one of the accomplishments of
the courtier.

The profusion of prostitutes and the active part they played in the
daily life of the city, also showed itsell in another way. It became
fashionable to describe the physical charm, dress, and ornaments of
women. The poet has entered my lady’s boudoir, and describes what he
sees there. The Delhi poet chiefly gives expression to the emotions
aroused by the personal appearance of the beloved; the latter, for the
most part, leaves out emotions. Hence much of Lucknow poetry lacks the
lyric fire born of the eflect of beauty on the percipient soul. Here, again, it
should be noted that the difference between the two schools is one of
degree only.

The increased knowledge of women, especially of the lower order,
made possible by the abundance of prostitutes, led to the invention ofa
new type of poetry by Rangin, call rekhti. So far Urdu poetry, if we ignore
homosexual love, had dealt with the way of a man with a maid. Rekhiiis
an unconscious return to the Hindi tradition, in that in it a woman is
made to relate to a confidante her own side of the story. The segregation
of the sexes in force in Muslim circles in India has considerably dif-
ferentiated the spoken language of women from that of men. The former
is more euphemistic, much less literary, and therefore more racy and
sparkling than the speech of men. Rekhit has therefore a flavour of its
own. It tickled the palate of the dandies and roués, and its choicest
morsels was treated as a species of literary aphrodisiac.

A characteristic feature of Lucknow is the cultivation of delicacy and
refinement at the expense of strength—another sign of a period of
excessive sophistication and exhaustion. The music loses its manly
strength, and the dhurpad and khayal retreat belore the rising popularity
of the plaintive thumri. lts architecture lacks the massiveness and auster-
ity of the older buildings, and is, at best, pretty. The heavy dress of the
Mughals in use in Delhi is replaced by a dress light, spruce, and smart.
This love of refinement is also noticeable in the cultivation of the
language. The Lucknow poet is intent on polishing it to the last degree of
refinement. He is interested in language for its own sake, and wishes that
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it should reflect the finished taste and urbanity of its sophisticated
inhabitants. This is good as far as it goes. Whatever else Lucknow poetry
may lack, its language has point, finish, and smoothness. It is seldom
unmusical, heavy, or sprawling. Much of the poetry of Sauda, Mir, and
Dard is rough-hewn. The Lucknow poet is never remiss in the use of
language. His poetry moves trippingly on the tongue, and one reads it
with relish. Itis only on second thoughts that one realizes that it is void of
deep emotions and is merely pretty.

Lucknow is not content with being just the continuator of the tradi-
tions of Delhi in life and civilization. It wishes to evolve a civilization of
its own. All this can be inferred from the remarks made above with
regard to music, architecture, and dress. In language, too, there is a
conscious desire to mould a new idiont, and to mark it off from that of
Delhi. It has become the arbiter of taste in most things, so why not alsoin
language? Hence the process of the purification of language that had
begun in Delhi receives a new impetus in Lucknow. Language is sub-
jected to a searching examination, and all that sounds uncouth, unmusi-
cal, and quaint is sedulously weeded out. The rules of grammar are
formulated and the learned element in the language is increased.

Last though not least, Lucknow poets are more intent on mere virtuo-
sity or skill in the use of the Urdu language than the poets of Delhi. Their
favourite is Sauda, not Mir. This is seen in their fondness for word-play
and wit, in the composition of long ghazals, or a larger number of ghazals
either with the same gdfiya and radif, or with the same radif. They arc also
excessively fond of using difficult radifs and gafipas to show off their
technical skill. In some of their ghazals as much as half the hemistich

. constitutes the 7adif. In still others, the poet would use such words for

gafiva as do not readily lend themselves to association with one another.
Lucknow poetry is full of such difficult feats. For that very reason it is
deficient in emotion. So intent is the poet on subjugating language that
he either does not think of emotions or cannot think of them. We feel that
poetry is increasingly becoming more of an artifice than an art.

. 4
Shaikh Ghulam Hamadani Mus-hafi (1750-1824) belonged originally
to Amroha and was educated in Delhi. Later he migrated to Lucknow,
where he was admitted to the patronage of Mirza Sulaiman Shakoh.
Mir remained uninfluenced by the new fashions of poetry in vogue in
Luckunow. He had already made his mark. Mus-hafi who enjoyed no
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