1470. Miisa Ibn-‘Ugba al-Asadi: Al- Magazi / 1i-Musa Jbn-
“Ugba. Gam® ... Muhammad Bagadi§ Abd-Matik. — Agadir
Gami‘at Ibn-Zuhr, Kulliyat al-Adab wa’l-‘Ulim al-Insaniya,
1994. — 423 S. - (Silsilat al-utrihat wa'r-ras@il ; [?])

In arab. Schrift, arab. — Zugl.. Al-Madina al-Munauwara, al-

Gami‘a al-Islamiya, Daragat at-tahassus al-la, Magisterarb,,
198R 35A 19772

] isd Ibn ‘Ukba. Ein Beitrag
nau, Eduard: Das Berliner Fragment des Mma Ibn "Uk Ein
fx?rc Kenntnis der dltesten arabischen Geschichtsliteratur. In: Sitzungs-
in 1904,11. S. 445-470. 1 Taf.

ichte d. Akad. d. Wiss. Berl
berte (K. al-Magazi, Ms. Petermann 30; Ahlwardt 1554.)

2089 ScuacHr, ]J. On Muasa b. ‘Ugba’s
Kitab al-Maghazi. Act. Or. 21:(1950-53),
pp. 288-300

7474 S(;I%ACHT, J. “On Musa b. ‘Ugba’s XK. al-
Maghdzi,” Acta O, (Copenhagen) 21 no. 4 (r953)
288-300. The claims of this early chronicler
(d. 141 AH.) are to be treated with caution,
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~Magdzl / 1i-Misd b, °Ugba ; gam® wa-dirs -
ﬁ;br;é, Mubamm.’:)d Baq3i§ Abd Mélik.g - Xiég;:afacg:li‘at
__nazuhr, KullTIyat al-Ad3b wa-1-°Uliim al-Insdniya, 1994
423 p. ; 24 cm.— (AL-Utrihat wa-l-rasd'il) '
Bibliografia: p. 355-361. -~ Indices s
ISBN 9981-9720-1-0

5. VII. 2. STra. I. AbG
ed. 1it. II. Titulo

R. 32.878

_l: Islam - Historia ~
Milik, Muhammad Baq$7$,

SUQBAH. Das Berliner ‘FragrAnent
N:iL:sSAMl’IJE;\]IbrL\J?Uk% [GAL 1, 134;] ein Beltéz?
Jur " Kenntniss der altesten arabxschian Ge
schichtsliteratur [editeAd and translatzd ;/: de;
Sachau. gitzungsberichte der_Aka err; e oo
wissenschaften zu Berlin, 1904 i, PpP- 445-470.

Braimeh, Abdu Rahimih Baba.
A Reconstruction of the Lost kitab al-Maghaze of Musa

~

Ibn Ugba.
American University, Cairo, 1968,
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860. Schacht, Joseph. ‘On Musa b. Ugba’s Kitab al-Maghazi’. AO{C); l9?£
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‘Note on the Kitab al-Maghazi of Musa b. Ugbah’. IC;HMi

Krenkow, F.
2(4): 645.
1L

Masumi, M. S. H. al-. "A Treaty described as a Glorious Victory’

rabi ion de Gihad dans I'Islam Medicval—Des Origines .
Morubla, B L e \. Paris: University of Paris 1V; 1974; 633pp.
[ 38C: 364, 1978. 2/3172C.
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od to the ume of Imam al-GhaZzali.
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849. Masumi, M. S. H. al-. "A Treaty described as a Glorious Victory’. IL;
1967; 13(10): 25-9.

850. Morabia, A. La Notion de Gihad dans I'Islam Medigval—Des Ongines . IA”T’F"/"'":
a al-Gazali (Doctoral thesis). Paris: University of Paris IV; 1974; 638pp. T
See Dissertation Absiracts International 38C: 364, 1978. 2/3172C.
A study of the concept of Jihad as it appears in interpretation of the Quran
and Hadith, from early period to the time of Imam al-Ghazali.
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the style of the ayyam. Wahb produced in prosc form a Ye-
menite folk epic in order to refute the claims to preeminence
made by the Arabs of the north.

Wahb was not a scrupulous writer, and was not above mak-
ing false allegations. For this reason he is to be regarded as
no more than a narrator and storyteller; al-Sakhawi considers
his reports to be unworthy of serious historians.3* He articu-
lated a point of view which, compared to the approach of the
hadith scholars of Medina, was distorted and weak. But he
created from the Isvd iliyat material for the history of the pre-
Islamic past, and offered a first example of universal history,
as represented in his history of divine mission. This perspec-
tive found a strong echo in the work of a famous historian of
the Medinan school, Ibn Ishaqg.

Let us now return to the Medinan school of history estab-
lished by al-Zuht, in order to consider two historians of par-
ticular importance, both of whom were al-ZuhrT’s students—
Miisi ibn ‘Ugba and Muhammad ibn Ishaq.

Misa ibn ‘Ugba (d. 141/758)i strictly adhered to the method
of the school of Medina. We find him reflecting the gradually
increasing emphasis of the badith scholars on the #sndd, and
evincing a particular emphasis on giving the dates for the cvents
he describes. In addition to documents and oral accounts he

34 Al-Sakhawi, loc. cit.; Ibn Khallikin, Wafayit al-ayin wa-anba’ abna’ al-
zamidn (Cairo, A.H. 1299); 11, 238 [edited by Ihsin ‘Abbis (Beirut, 1968-
723, VI, 35

1 {On Masi ibn "Uqba, sce Fiick, Mubammad ibw Ishig, pp. 11ff; Horo-
vitz, “Biographies,” 11, 164t GAS, I, 286f. A manuscript.abstract of 'thc
contents of his Maghizi was published by Eduard Sachau in his “Das Berdiner
Fragment des Masa ibn ‘Uqgba; cin Beitrag zur Kenntnis der iltesten ara-
bischen Geschichusliteratur,” in Sizzungsberichte der Preussischen Akademic dev
Wissenschaften (Berlin, 1904), pp. 445fF. Cf. also Joseph Schacht, “On Masa
ibn “Ugba’s Kitab al-maghazi,” Acra Ovientalia, XXI1 (1953), pp. 2881t the
English translation and remarks by A. Guillaume, The Life of Muhammad
(London, 1955), pp. xLuiff.; Abdu Braimah, “A Reconstruction of the Lost
Book Kitib al-maghazi of Masa b. ‘Ugba,” M.A. thesis (American University
in Cairo, 1968).]

made use of written sources, especially the works of his teacher
al-Zuhri, although for such written materials he relied on the
narrator transmitting them, the #dwi, rather than on the book
itsclf, Miisa ibn ‘Ugba depended primarily on the work of al-
Zuhri and added to it his own special studics, thus adding
material to the legacy of the school. It is clear, however, that
assessment of the work he produced will require a detailed
and rigorous study of all the passages in the works of Ibn
Ishag, al-Wagqidi, al-Tabari, Ibn Sayyid al-Nas, and Ibn Kathir
where Miisa’s writings are quoted.

When we come to Ibn Ishigk we notice new lines of devel-
opment, the most obvious of which are the presence of the
folkloric gésas element and the rendency to exaggerate. We also
sense that we have moved on to scholars who were historians
first, and scholars of badith sccond.

Ibn Ishag (d. 151/761) has bequeathed to us the oldest siva
to survive almost completely intact. His basic design for the
sira probably consisted of three parts: the Mubtada’, or the
history of the period between Creation and Muhammad’s call;
the Mab‘ath, or the mission of the Prophet Muhammad; and
the Maghazi, the Prophet’s military campaigns and raids. But
in my view the book itself actually consists of two distinct
parts, the Mubtada’ and the Maghazi. It was thus possible to
transmit the two together, or cach of them separately.3

& [There is an enormous literature on Ibn Ishiq. In addition to Fiick’s study,
mentioned above, see Horovitz, “Biographies,” 11, 169ff.; Guillaume, Life of
Mubammad, pp. Xmift.; “Abd al-‘Aziz al-Darl, Divdsa fi sivar al-Nabi wa-
wms’allifibd 1bn Ishdq (Baghdad, 1965); Rudolf Seliheim, “Prophet, Chalif,
und Geschichte: dic Muhammed-Biographie des Ibn Ishiq,” Orfens, XVIII
(1967), pp. 33fF.; EI2, 111, 810f. (J.M.B. Jones); GAS, I, 28Bff. The study of
Ibn Ishaq’s historical writing must now be reexamined in light of two recent
publications of siva matcrials transmitted on his authority by Yanus ibn Bu-
kayr: Sira, edited by Muhammad Hamid Allih (Rabat, 1976); Kitab al-siyar
wa-l-maghdzi, edited by Suhayl Zakkir (Beirut, 1398/1978).]

35 See al-Sakhawi, Al-I lin bi-l-tawbikh, p. 88, also p. 92, where he says,
“As for the rales of the prophets, these are included in the Mubtada’ of
Muhammad. ibn Ishiq ibn Yasir al-Muttalibi, the author of the Sira of the
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is not enable. He advanced the opinion: “Yahya is responsible for
the transmission of a considerable amount of fietitivus information on
the ancient Medinese authorities, information which had come nto
existence in his time; he also transmits recently created waditions and

isnads.”

Yalyi's traditions are introduced by 1bn Jurayj primarily with
“an (59%), but atso with “akhbarans™ (32%), rarcly with “haddathant’™

or “samitn.”’

Misa ibn ‘Ugba

He dicd in 135/752-3 or 141/758-9.5¢ His father was a mawld
(freedman) of al-Zubayr. Nevertheless, his traditon is completely
different from that of the Zubayrids Hisham ibn Urwa-—Urwa. It
is pure Nafi¢ material which contains neither legal dicta of Mas’s
own nor those of Nati, but only traditions in which Nifi¢ -i.e. the
mawld of <Abd Alldh ibn ‘Umar—who died in 1187736 or 11984
is his informant.% They are exclusively traditions from and about
the family of ‘Umar and ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar. Hadiths about the
Prophet and other sakaba—such as Abt Bakr——are very rare, They,
too, have an isnad of the family of Ibn ‘Umar.

Ibn Jurayj probably actually has these traditions of Nili from
Misid. Since he himsell also transmits directly from Nafis, it is not
comprehensible why he should fabricate an extra intermeciary link
The fact that he himsell met Nafi™ and perbaps in this way came
into contact with Miisi speaks for the assumption that Musia's mate-
rial actually derives from Nafi. Ibn Jurayj would surely have ree-
ognized forgeries. 'I'he hypothesis that the two could have colluded
(o fabricate Nafi¢ traditions is not acceptable as long as no sensible
motive for the Meccan Ibn Jurayj to forge Medinan traditions of
“Umar and Ibn ‘Umar—not hadiths of the Prophet—is discernible.

w9 Sehaeht, Orgins, p. 248, Emphases mine.

vt Of Khalffa ibn Khayyay, fabagdl, p. 267, Hbn Llibbin, Mashihir, No. 584.
“Masa b, ‘Uqba,” in: Engyelopaedia of Isbam, Second edition, vol. 7, p. G4+

wi Gf Khalifa ibn Khayya, Tabegat, p. 256, Ibn Hibban, Mashahir, No. 578.
G. H. A, Juyuboll, “Nah%” i Eneyclopaedia of Llam, Second edition, vol. 7, pp.
876 877,

M2 Phe one exception = AM 7 13312 Misa ibn ‘Ughba - Saliyya bint abi ‘Ubayd
Abi Bakr-—is probubly based on an oversight by later () tansmiters who forgot
Naf® between Masa and Safiyya.

W Also see pp. 136, 279,

THE DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE 225
Let us set aside the question of whether Nafi® invented it all. This
will surely be brought out by an analysis of the preserved Nah® mate-
rial, in which, among others, the strands of transmission of lbn

Jurayj—Nafi® in the Mugannaf and Malik - Nafi in the Muwatta’ will

have to be consulted ™
Yy

Ibn Jurayj cites Masi ibn ‘Ugba either with “an” (60%) or with
“akhbaran?” (40%).

Nafi*

The tradition which Ibn Jurayj has not from Masa ibn ‘Ugba but
direedy from Nifi is very similar to that of Masa. It wo is largely
limited to traditions about or from the family of ‘Umar, but spo-
radically contains Nafi®s own legal dictat™ Fexts of ‘Abd Allih ibn
Umar transmitted directly by Nafi dominate." For isolated reports
about the wives of the Prophet ‘A’isha or Halsa, ‘Umar’s daughter,
he names as sources ‘Umarids such as Sdlim ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Umar or Saliyya bint abl ‘Ubayd, the wife of ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Umar;®7 however, he also sometimes cites “Umar directly, which
must be at sccond hand and in one case presumably derives from
Safiyya."" Some indicators speak for the assumption that Ibn Jurayj's
reference to Nafi‘ is authentic. He emphasizes having heard many
Nafi¢ traditions;® however, he cites the majority with a simple “‘an.”
It has already be mentioned elsewhere that Ihn Jurayj, when he was
still & student of “Ata”s, took advantage of a stay in Mecca by Nafi‘
1o question him (hrough an intermediary about a tradition of Ihn
“‘DUmar," which—Dbecause of the intermediary—is presumably not
invented. What was said in connection with Musa ibn “Ugba applies
to the question of the genuineness of the Naf‘ material.*!

84 Also see my remarks on Schachts evaluation of the Malik— Nafi* tradition
on pp. 132-136.

ViRl g AN T 12516,

s CE AN 70 13018, 13205, 13255,

SOAM 70 13928, 13929,

o8 AM 7: 13470, 13471.

619 AM 7: 12516, 13928, 13929,

6 See p. 136,

&1 (3 1 AL Juynbolt Las argued that probably there was *nota man called Nafi€,
the mawia of 1bn “Umar” and that all transmissions claimed from him are fictidous.
CI his “Nafi¥, the Maeld of hn ‘Umar, and his Position in Muslim fHadith Literature,”
Der Islam 70 {1993), pp. 207-244 and my answer in “Quo vadis Hadi{-Forschung.”
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I

Unter “Masa b. ‘Uqgbas Maghaz?” ' wird im Folgenden das kurze Ber-
liner “Fragment” Ahlwardt Nr. 1554 verstandén, das Eduard Sachau
im Jahre 1904 zum ersten Male herausgegeben, mit einer Einleitung
versehen, ins Deutsche iibersetzt und kommentiert hat.”

Das sogenannte Fragment—man sollte es besser als Muniakhab,
Epitome, bezeichnen™—ist enthalten in einer Sammelhandschrift aus
dem 8./14. Jahrhundert. Es besteht aus neunzehn dem Misa b.
“Ugba (st. 141/758)" zugeschriebenen Traditionen und einer weiteren
Tradition. Sie werden vom Epitomator ausdriicklich als “aus den

* A summary in English of this paper follows below, pp. 90 {F.

' Der Begriff al-maghazi, Kriegsziige, meint im engeren Sinn die Kriegsziige Mu-
hammads (die ausschliesslich in die medinensische Epoche seines Wirkens fallen),
dann auch das gesamte Wirken Muhammads in der medinensischen Zeit, und
schliesslich im weitesten Sinne das gesamte Leben und Wirken Muhammads. In
letzterem Fall ist maghazz identisch mit sira (Verhalten, Lebensweise, Biographie). Die
berithmteste Biographie Muhammads, die von Ibn Ishaq, wird zumeist Kitab al-
Maghizi genannt (vgl. aber M. Jarrar, Die Prophetenbiographie om islamischen Spanien. Ein
Beitrag zur Uberlighrungs- und Redaktionsgeschichte, Frankfurt/Bern, 1989, 1 ff. und 32 ff;
gegen M. Hinds, “al-Maghazi” in EF s.v.).——Misa b. “Ugbas Werk, das ebenfalls das
ganze Leben des Propheten abdeckte, wird einhellig als (Kztab) al-Maghazt zitiert—
Siehe unten unter Abschnitt II.

? E. Sachau, “ Das Berliner Fragment des Mosa Ibn “Ukba”, in SPAW, 1904, 445-
70. Fine neue Ausgabe hat Mashhiir Hasan Salman unter dem Titel Ahadith
muntakhaba min Maghazi Misa b. “Ugba 1991 in Beirut erscheinen lassen.—Ich danke
Herrn Avraham Hakim, Tel Aviv, dafiir, dass er mich beim Nimwegener Kollo-
quium auf diese Ausgabe aufmerksam gemacht und mir eine Kopie davon besorgt
hat—Diese Neuausgabe des Berliner Unicums bietet sehr oft einen besseren Text als
die Sachausche. Ausserdem besticht sie durch die gehaltvolle Einleitung sowie durch
den systematischen Nachweis von Paralleltraditionen in den Fussnoten.—Ich zitiere
im Folgenden nach dieser Ausgabe.—Eine z. T. gekiirzte Ubersetzung des “Frag-
ments” ins Englische bietet A. Guillaume in der Einleitung zu seiner Ibn Ishag-
Ubersetzung The Life of Muhammad. A Translation of Iin Iskag’s Sirat Rastl Allah,
Oxford, 1955, xlifi-xlvii.

* Der Titel in der Handschrift lautet Ahadith muntakhaba; siehe Sachau, “Frag-
ment”, 470; Salman, Akadith, 55.

* Zu ihm s. GAS T, 286 £; J. Horovitz, “The Earliest Biographies of the Prophet
and Their Authors”, IIL, in Islamic Guliure, 2 (1928), 164-167; Salman, Ahadith, 7 {F;
Abti Malik, al-Maghazi i-Misa b. “Ugba (al-Qism al-dirdsi), Agadir, 1994, 15 £.
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434 MUQATIL B.

had overstayed their welcome. None of the
traditions in the canonical collections deal-
ing with the Zaynab-fiijab association has
a bundle from which a CL can be distilled:
all isnad formations are SSs or late spiders.
The early exegete Mujahid does not yet list
the story, neither does Ibn Ishag. We may
tentatively infer that the story originated
with Mugqatil. Soon after that the tradition-
ists began to embellish it with narrative
trimmings.

@ TFnally, a topical saying of Mugqatil him-
self which bears seemingly no apparent
connection with a Qur'anic verse is found
in his Tafstr, IV, p. 794; we may assume
that it constituted a digression in one of his
gisas:

Al-husnu ‘ashratu ajzd’in khamsatun li-Hawad wa-
thalathatun li-Sara wa-wahidun li-Yisuf wa-wahi-
dun li-s@’iri ‘n-nds, i.e. ‘Beauty consists of ten parts:
five are with Haww# (i.e. Eve), three with Sara
(i.e. the wife of Abraham), one with Yasuf (i.e. the
son of Jacob), and one part with all other people.’

Miasa b. ‘Ugba (d. 141/758), a Medinese mawld
who was allegedly famous for his expertise in
maghazl. He enjoyed especially the admiration of
Malik who is reported to have said that Musa, even
at an advanced age, collected akhbar on that subject
that were the most reliable of all!, while he did not
2o to extremes in it as ‘someone else’ did, a remark
which we may interpret as a barely concealed swipe
at Ibn Ishaq, Malik’s archenemy. Together with
his older brothers Ibrahtm and Muhammad, Musa
b. ‘Ugba had a circle of students in the mosque of
Medina®.

Even so, Miisa’s tradition transmission in gen-
eral was open to considerable doubt. Thus there
seemed to be something the matter with his pur-

1. Reliability in maghazi was particularly important be-
cause accounts of the campaigns, among other things,
confirmed, or the case so being denied, someone’s par-
ticipation in early battles like Badr and Uhud, a circum-
stance which determined his annual stipend from the pub-
lic coffers. In this respect the maghazr traditions of the
mawla Abii Sa'd Shurahbil b. Sa‘d (and not b. Sa'id as in-
GAS, 1, p. 279) were deemed suspect, cf. IHj., Tahdhtb,
X, p.361.

2. For a study of Miisa as historiographer, see G. Schoel-
er’s contribution to The Biograplty of Muhammad, ed. H.
Motzki, Leiden 2000, pp. 67-97.

/)7/ ,{/jﬂ ,@/ . j//ff/"’fff i

'
T~

ported traditions from Nafi', the mawla of Ibn
‘Umar, as the severe critic Yahya b. Ma'Tn pointed
out, cf. IHj., Tahdhib, X, p. 362. When we look at
Mz.’s list of these in VI, nos. 8452-8508 and we
analyse the isndd constellations enumerated there,
it appears that, apart from a few with late (S)CLs
the great majority are undatable spiders next to a
torrent of SSs, for which kk and m both appear to
have had a predilection. In other words, Miis@ can-
not be spotted in the role of (S)CL in these. Besides,
he was often chosen by late collectors to fill in gaps
in invented SSs supporting reports that had nothing
to do with history in the widest sense of the word.

The following tradition, however, is supported
by a bundle in which he has two firm PCLs, Malik
and Yahya b. Satd al-Ansari—the latter copying
the former as it says in Zurgani, If, p. 361 —, and
both his brothers function in it as alternatives of
Miisa. That is why it is listed here in his tarjama:

With a strand on the authority of Kurayb, the
mawla of Tbn ‘Abbas—Usama b. Zayd:

SULAYMAN

¢ “(In the course of the farewell pilgrim-
age) the Prophet marched forth from
‘Arafa until, when he was in the Shi‘b?,
he descended and urinated. Then he per-
formed an incomplete wudir’. T asked: ‘But
what about the salar?” “That is only afier
a while,” he said. Then he rode on until he
reached Muzdalifa where he descended
and performed a complete wudi’. The
salat was announced and he performed the
maghrib. Then everybody made his camel
kneel on the spot and the ‘isha’ salat was
announced and performed. The Prophet
performed nothing (sc. no supererogatory
prayers) in between those two salars”,

cf. Mz., I, nos. 115, 116 (kh, 4/6, m, 11, p. 934, 4, s,
confirmed in Malik*, I, pp. 400 £, TH., V, p. 208%).
The tradition supported by no. 116 is in fact a var-
iant of that of 115. Misa seems (S)CL in no. 115
which is smothered under a number of mainly Yraqi
spidery formations and SSs, partly converging in
his brothers Ibrahtm and Muhammad, each isnad
formation supporting its own variant, Cf, also the
SSsin Mz., 1, nos. 97 and 117, which support other
variants. A simplified version with Yahya b. SaTd
al-Ansart as (S)CL is found in Mz., ITI, no. 3465
{kh, 25196, 2, m, 11, p. 937, s, q).

For Miisa’s crucially important role of PCL in a

3. NawawT says that the mountain path veering to the left
which led to Muzdalifa is meant.

Juynboll, G. H. A., Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith,

L

Leiden 2007. pp. /|

-, iSAM 186969,




Ao add el G Fl Gle szgst\ Cilh Ceallae and
ISAM 090257 . 0@ 1422 Ba Ll g ), duanl

M&Jﬁ\ & . *wwl‘_«;)u.o,_yow&gabi_\'A :

™
T
e

e

E (a0 O)L_;-\u‘Ylm_,-,viuﬂ-:-‘(ﬁiO%lri‘CﬁG‘r
.(\)«ry;\n ,g_zgls,jl.;s

.\‘Yo/V:.r)\.a'ﬂ,:JhJ! (\)



SCALA R IVIRRORE * CRNIRTRTP S EN TR R L

B e o il OIS I d M 5 Gl 3l ol 45l
(el Ol ) ] gl it LT e Jnpay ¢ puomas Leadle ittt

CWVEY /) 0l CatShy ((VAVo NV E /) ey Loy

CATAL @) (gl (80 0 sos o daran 5 Gy (S 5laall 03h st iy
oS iy (V) 1l oY G LS 11008 iy B e
oot B Ly U (R (St - e ol B OV wlall b ay (g
oA W dake Sy o) i iy W1 o L Ty i) e iy
PSR o L (g allll b bphaies) el Aol

CFFUYY [ 0) ((£4Y /[ ¥) c(\VA V0 /%) ((PEs e [ V) @
EUG EF e FAL YAT VIV PPV YAH N FY / V) (Pa, YT, Ve /%)
[0 eV 8) (¥ V¥ 03, ¥ VY 45 A / A) (0¥ 001, £44,
(V&Y

s

] it ol ek o Sea O sgdis Banne ool
o)l liiall aans « (goea Om w3l B3 520 5 0 ‘ L
! ISAM Ktp. 159831 481 e ANV b s, Ll s

BJ‘)




i‘;
N
.
i

Thise #
e g on b= i30S -1 A

et g JMJMJU..JLMLF\
wﬂjdﬁjnuuuu)\)tw q_u.\
o pd o Sl s Wl Lot rJ\
NN ¥ I RN T gﬂ
el s deesen Ul ) S W g Vgt
o Wl e Sl UL otz il o
NP EE TN mwd e UL
o Wiy C“‘"“u’”}u"’)'g" bt e {5
PSS TR & WA U (RO I
e it et o e ) el
il S ol o el bl Ule @ b el
c oo s ,
P ol Uy aiamy 13 16 a0t 550
338 B 4P o sy g Ol il B
a5 s el G S b;l;i» e
M.un,»n(f&ﬁ.‘uuﬂ,c. uu,» s
o o fl ity gt e 15 e
la 153 s o 4 o o el et
ulst (el Ul M,mu, def K o e il
ot Sy Wl eGSO okt sl
ot e o o et G o o el

w P . s

‘g‘r"-“ ‘:J""Ju’ e f Ut ‘Gr‘rﬂ L;"‘“
e ‘C“l’ Ot e Wi QA M\,l L

AJ‘WL)JLS"")"

J.;_:..;I\)u)_v_aﬂlr_:;.:_u w}[ﬂmﬂlﬁw&:waM'MIPIwﬂbLﬁ
;_l_lJL.\_l")_J)_A’LJ_‘*-L:x“ ..)J..a;a ),&M«&M‘oJM/L/PY’JoJ}F‘J/?ﬂIw
" ISAM Ktp. 61756. 1y, A S 0V g




from the general evidence of early legal and other traditions; b

.and unproved.

AT 74 OEICNTA LA - TA~e , s, LBy - 9V

ON MUSA B. ‘UQBA’s KITAB AL-MAGHKZi ﬁi‘

BY

JOSEPH SCHACHT
Oxford

Misa b, Ugba died in 14z A.H., and he is the earliest authos
on the biography of the Prophet and on the history of Isl‘{
general, of whose work at least some extracts have sﬁrviam‘
E. Sachau edited extracts from his Kitdd al-Maghdzi, wit
‘German translation and notes, from the only known m;.nu;}ﬁ
in 1904 % Notwithstanding the obvious importance of this te
for an adequate understanding of the origins of historical wtradii:;3 :
in Islam, it has not, as far as I know, been critically studied sinq
S?].Chau. The account which J. Horovitz gave of the author an
h}s. work * hardly differs materially and in method from thean
ditional picture found in the books of the Arab biographers h

In a recent paper in which I advocated a return to sound ¢z
stanFIards in our study of Islamic traditions®, I concluded
cons'lderatde part of the standard biography :)f the Prophef
Medina, as it appeared in the second half of the second centu
A. H., was of very recent origin and is therefore without independt‘l“ry
historical value™; “‘the vague collective memory of the commum
Yvas formalized, systematized, replenished with details and shaf:

into formal traditions with proper isndds only in the second.
tury A.H.” I now propose to test these conclusions, which deri

the evidence of what remains of Miisa’s work.

! The main biographical sources on Misa is vitae i Lo
. . 3 are his vifae in the ks mmAYlE Miaade
432151 gciii?%o), gdxted by Sachau (see the following note), of Dhavhvgf)i (gf ;128) 1:31 g[;;ag
. , 1890, p. 436*438, and of Ib . < ! . - ,_ oLl Ry o
(Hyderabad 1325 f£.), vol. X no. 638. n Hajar “Asqalani (d. 852), Tahdhib al-Takdhib:

2E. S ) nsd
achau, Das Berliner Fragment des Miusd Ibn ‘Ukba, in Sitzungsber, Preuss. Akad,"

-d. Wiss., 1904, D. 445-470.

: Ir;llslamic Culture, vol. 11, 1928, p. 164-167. :
The remarks of J. Flick, Mubammad Ibn Ishig (Frankfurt 19z5), p. 11 f., are fanciful

® 4 Re-valuation of Islamic Traditions, in JRAS, 1940, p. 143-154

oN MUSA B. ‘UQBA’S ,KITAB AL-MAGHAZI” 289

The text in question consists of twenty traditions nineteen of
which, it is stated, were taken from the ten sections of Miisd's
Kitab al-Maghazi. There is no recognizable principle that might
have determined the choice of these particular traditions apart
from the interest, both antiquarian and “pious’” (in order to gain
baraka), that was felt in preserving a specimen of the earliest
known biography of the Prophet. The extracts are prefaced by a
covering isndd, the relevant part of which runs: Khatib Baghdadi
(the author of the Tarikh Baghdad, d. 463)—transmitting from
Muhammad b. Husain b. Muhammad b. Fadl Qattan (Tarikh
Baghdad mo. 781, d. 415)—transmitting from Muhammad b.
<Abdallih b. Ahmad Ibn °‘Attdb (ibid. no. 2987, d. 344)—trans-
mitting from Qasim b. <Abdallih b. Mughira (¢bid. no. 6891,
d. 275)—transmitting from Isma<l b. Abi Uwais (d. 220)—trans-
mitting from Isma¢l b. Ibrahim b. “Ugba (a nephew of the author,
d. ca. 160)—transmitting from his uncle, Misa b. “‘Ugba. Ibn
<Attib occurs also in the separate and different isndd, which does
not go back to Miisé, of the twentieth and last tradition in the text.
It is obvious that he made the extracts from Miisa’s work and
combined them with another tradition of a similar character. The
present text was therefore edited in the first half of the fourth
century, and we ought not to be so rash as to identify it, without
further consideration, with what Misa himself wrote or dictated.
An isndd alone cannot guarantee the authenticity of a work ascribed
to an author of the early second century A.H.

The contents of the extracts are the kind of traditions we should
expect about the middle of the second century . Tradition no. I
is of the kind known as wmaldhvm or eschatological prophecies on
affairs of state; nos. 5 and 18 are edifying and ethical; no. 12 is
dogmatic and expresses the final, harmonizing attitude of the
“orthodox’”’ majority to the problem of faith and works 1. Several
traditions are political: no. 4 extols “Ali's adversary Zubair 2;
no. 6 tries to mitigate, in favour of the ruling dynasty, the episode
in which its ancestor ‘Abbas, fighting against the Prophet, was

1 In quoting, T follow Suchau's numbering.
s Cf. A. J. Wensinck, The Muslim Creed, p. 55, Where parallel traditions are discussed.
3 A similar tradition, in praise of Talha, another adversary of ‘Al, occurs in Ibn Satd

ed. Sachauy, vol. IlIa, p. 153.
Acta Orientalia, XXI1 s 19
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book on Maghizi; and, as the Imim al-Suhaili, in his book
Raud al-unuf has remarked, this was the first book on the
subject. The Imam al-Zuhrl was the most learned scholar

of the time, none being his equal in Figh and Hadith. He

was the grand-teacher of the Imam al-Bukhari, the famous.

traditionist. He took enormous Pains to collect traditions,
visited the house of each Ansari, enquired of all he could
meet, young or old, man or woman——even such as lived
in seclusion; and tried to pen down all that they knew
about the Holy Prophet.! He himself belonged to the tribe
of the Quraish, was born in the year 50 A H. (670 C.E.) ;
and had seen many of the Companions of the Prophet. In
the year 80 A.H. (701 C.E.) he reached the court of ‘Abd
al-Malik ibn Marwan, where he was received with great
honour. Most probubly he wrote hjg famous book al- Maghazi
at the instance of ‘Umar ibp ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. It is worth
noting that he was closely connected with the court,
Hishawm ibn ‘Abd al-Malik entrusted him with the education
of his children. He died in the year 124 A . H. (741 C.E.).

Disciples of the Imam al- Zuhri

As a result of the endeavours of al-Zuhri people started
taking interest in Maghazi, and, among the large number of
his pupils, there were many who rose to eminence in this field
of literature, such ag Ya‘qiib ibn Ibrahim, Muhammad ibn
Salih and ‘Abd al-Rahmain ibn ‘Abd al-“Aziz. Accordingly,
the Tahdhib al-tahdhib, when speaking of any of them,
appends the words “Sahib  al-Maghazi” (master of the
Maghiazi) as a mark of respect and distinotion,

Two of his pupils tower high above the rest—and they
are also the ones who close the line of writings on this subject
—and they are Misi ibn ‘Ugbah and Muhammad ibn Ishag,

Mousa ibn, ‘Ugba

Masz ibn ‘Uqba had been a slave of thé Zubair family

L. Tahdhip al-takdhid, version of Ibn al-Zukri,

21

and had seen ‘Abd Allzh ibn ‘Umar living. In Hadith, the
Imim Malik bad been his pupil and held him in such high
regard thathe used to advise others to learn Maghazi from none .
but Masi. The chief characteristics of his writings are

(a) The writers of Maghazi had cared little for the authen-
ticity of traditions. But Masa usually did that.

Generally, authors delighted in amassing as many facts
as they came to know, Ag g result, all sorts of reports,
spurious as well as genuine, found way into their
writings. Mosi made a careful scrutiny and incor-
porated only those reports that he found to be correct,
Hence his work is much less voluminous than the other
books on Magh#zl. ‘

There was no age limit and anybody could attend the
lessons of a teacher ; and pass on to others what he had
learnt. But it was difficult for an immature mind to
~ understand the actual meaning and implications of
traditions at a tender age. Much confusion was therefore
created when such youths quoted traditions to others.

(b)

(e)

Contrary to others, Mas3 learnt the subject in his
old age.! He died in 141 A.H. (758 C.E.). Musi’s
Wwork is not extant, but it was available for a very long
time, 'and numerous references to it are to be found in
all the old books on Sira and Maghzzi.
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b. ‘Misa on the authority of al-Zuhri; which means that
‘Ugba did also take interest in the historical accounts of the
first century. Al-Zuhri quotes ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Marwin for
his information which speaks of the interest of the Umayyads
in the subject of history. These reports, as well as his other
narrations, regarding the annals of the Caliphate, battle of
the Camel, the battle of Siffin etc., are also bedecked with
poetical compositions and clearly manifest the influence of the
ayyam on their style and subject-matter. In the book he
compiled for al-Walid, about the bio-data of the Umayyad

rulers, he describes that Yazid b. Mu‘awiya died at the age of
" 39 and his tenure of Caliphate lasted for three years and six
months.2 This work of al-Zuhri has again been quoted in the
description of al-Walid b. ‘Abd al-Malik who ruled for a total
of nine years and eleven months.® His death occurred on the
15th of Jumadi II, 96 A.H,, when al-Zuhri was himself asso-
ciated with the royal court.

Al-Zuhri informs ‘Abdullah b. Farwa about thc circum-
stances leading to the dismissal of ‘Abd al-Rehméan b, al-
Dahhak from the governorship of Medina during the period
of Yazid II.  Al-Zuhri had advised him at the time of his
appointment that the people of Medina would not tolerate any
thing that was against their social customs and practices, so the
governor should also try to follow the consensus and should
?btain counsel with al-Qasim b. Mohammad and Silim b.
‘Abdillah, because they would give sincere and the best advice
in such matters. But, al-Zuhri regrets, he did not follow any of
his suggestions and consequently, all the Ansar turned deadly

against him. When the governor flogged Abl Bakr b. Hazm
without ‘any justification, there was neither a single poet in
Medina who did not compose satirical verses ridiculing -him,
nor was there any of the pious men who did not reprove him
for that brutality.  “So much so that during the reign of
Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik, I found his position in utter humi-
liation and disgrace.”™*
1. al-Tabari: Tartkh V : 476.
. al-Tabari : Tarfkh V : 499.

2
3. al-Tabari: Tdrikh VI : 495.
4, al-Tabari: Tarfkh VII: 14,
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Hisham b.‘Abd al-Malik patronized al-Zuhri but al-
Walid was not an admirer of him, and al-Zuhri knew full
well that when al-Walid came to power he would have to
face great difficulties at his hand. Al-Tabari has quoted a
report from Abu al-Zanndd that when' the latter reached the
court of Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik, he was reproving al-
Walid in quite harsh and disgraceful words and al-Zuhri was
also present there. He (al-Zuhri) did not take part in those con-
versations, and in the meantime al-Walid also entered the court.
He came and sat for sometime, and left the court while his face
was burning with anger and fury. After the death of Hisham
when ‘al-Walid came to power, he sent for Abii al-Zannad
and when he arrived from Medina, invited him to the court
and said : ‘Do you remember the conversation between that
cross-eyed (Hishim) and al-Zuhri ?” ‘Yes’, I replied ‘but I
did not take any part in it *You are right, but. you know
how I came to know about their dialogue in camera” ? ‘No’,
I replied.. . ““The attendant standing behind Hisham informed
me. Iswear by God, if that insolent al-Zuhri were alive
today I would have beheaded him.”! Al-Zuhri was also
aware that the ill-fate was waiting for him in the time of al-
Walid, so he had already decided to migrate to the Byzantine
territory if such conditions prevailed. But, Iuckily, he did
not see the time of al-Walid -and died about a year before
his enthronement.?

Even after his death, al-Zuhri enjoyed great regard by the
‘Abbdsid  rulers as, is evident from a conversation of al-
Mansiir who advised al-Mehdi and said : “Do not hold a
meeting but there are scholars with you to talk to you,” be-

.cause Ibn Shihab al-Zuhri has said : ““The word fadith is mas-
.culine and only .those who possess manly qualities love it,

and those having faminine qualities shun it. And the brother
of Zuhra was, no doubt, right.””?

Miisa b. ‘Ugba (circa 55 A.H./141 A.H.) ,
The academic activities of al-Zuhri during the first -

1. al-Tabari: Tarikh: VII : 26.

2. Horovitz : Early Biographies ... IC (1927) (Ur. tr. p. 73).
3. al-Tabari: Tértkh ; VIIL : 72. ‘
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NEUE ERKENNTNISSE ZU MUSA B. 'UQBAS:
KITAB AL-MAGHAZI

Gregorv Schoeler

Zu dem von dem Jubilar herausgegebenen Sammelband The biogra-
phy of Muhammad: The issue of the sources' habe ich einen Aufsatz
iber Misa b. ‘Ugbas (st. 141/758) Kitdb al-maghazi* beigetragen, das
ilteste—in spiterer Uberlieferung und zu groferen Teilen—erhaltene
Werk iiber das Leben Muhammads. In der Festschrift fir den lieben
Freund und hochgeschitzten Kollegen méchte ich nun tiber weitere
Erkenntnisse zu jenem Maghdzi-Buch berichten. Vorausstellen méchte
ich eine Bemerkung zum Charakter des Werks sowie eine Feststellung
zam Verhiltnis des Berliner Fragments (Ahlwardt Nr. 1554)° zu dem
(im Original verlorenen) Grundwerk Misas. Im Hauptteil soll dann
von einer iiberraschenden Entdeckung betreffs der Aneignung von
Miisas Materialien durch spitere Maghdzi-Autoren die Rede sein.

Miisas Grundwerk und das Berliner ,Fragment®

Das sogenannte Fragment—man sollte es besser, ,,Auswahl® (Mun-
takhab), nennen—Dbesteht aus 19 dem Musa zugeschriebenen Tradi-
tionen und einer weiteren Tradition, die vom Epitomator ausdriicklich
als ,aus den Maghazi (sc. Masas) ausgewéhlt” bezeichnet werden. Ich
hatte schon in meiner fritheren Studie bemerkt, dass diese Feststellung
tatsichlich zutrifft: Zwolf dieser Traditionen finden sich, nach Misas
Maghazi zitiert, in al-Bayhaqis (st. 994/1066) Dald’il al-nubuwwa.
Dieses Werk ist iibrigens dasjenige, welches—nach derzeitigem
Wissen—bei weitem am meisten Material aus Miasas Maghdzi-Buch
enthilt.’ Den Ausfithrungen in meinem oben genannten Aufsatz ist

! Leiden, 2000.- .

* Gregor Schoeler, “Masa b. ‘Ugbas Maghdazi”, in: The biography of Muhammad:
The issue of the sources, H. Motzki (ed.), Leiden, 2000.

* Siehe hierzu ibid., 671f.

*+ Ibid., 69.

5 Esist in Fuat Sezgin, Geschichte des arabischen Schrifttums (= GAS), Leiden, 1967,
Bd. 1, 286 noch nicht beriicksichtigt. Dort wird noch Ibn Hajars Isdba als reichste
Quelle fiir Teile aus Miisas Maghazi-Werk angefihrt (s. ebd. zahlreiche Stellenangaben).
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