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N 88-931803
Micro- Hum@'Y, Jaldl al-Din.
fiche Mukht3ri namah : mugaddamah-’i Divan-i Usman
88/ Mukhtdrl / Jal3l al-Din Humd’I. -~ [Tehran] :
~ 59769 Markaz-i Intish3rit-i Cimi va Farhang®, vibas-
tah bih Vizdrat-i Farhang va.fmuzish-i “A1%,
1361 (1982 or 1983]
10, 423 p. : facsims. ; 25 cm.
In Persian; romanized record.
Includes blbllograpm.cal references and
indexes.
{Critical evaluation of the works of “Ugman
ibn Mubammad Mukht3rI GhaznavI, 12th cent,, .
Persian poet; includes his biography and selec-
tions from his works)

gﬁaﬁy

88-932360
Micro- Mukht3rl Ghaznavi, QUsedn Tba Muhammad, 12tH
fiche cent, N
88/ Hakim Mikht3rl chaznavi : glyandah-i namddr- . 7fbRl
59972 i gam-~i panjum-i hijri / bi-kilshish-i Rukn I
al-Din Humayyln Farrukh. -~ (Tehranl : Mwas-
sassh-? Matbi'ati-i 213 Akbar ‘Timi,
1336 119571
104, 5, 374 p. 1 26 cm,
Poemns . :
In Persian; romanized record, .
{Includes an introduction (104 p.) by
Rukn al-Din Hum3yln Farrukh)
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LATE ELEVENTH TO BARLY THIRTEENTH CENTURY 357

Although the titles used by Mukhtari do not seem to be mentioned in
other sources, the identity of his patron with this Fani-khusrau would
appear to be supported by a versel implying that the former was a
coritemporary (and opponent) of the Fatimid caliph al-Mustangir, who
also died in 487/1094.

1t appears that Mukhtarl was out of favour, or even in exile from

Blois, Frangois de, Persian literature: a Bio -bibliographical survey : poetry of the
pre-Mongol period, London 2004. pp. ?5*5@ 140 . ISAM DN:170961

Tluh

249, “Uthman Mukht'm‘r Ghaznawi, who has left us with a very
substantial diwan, flourished 4 ﬁt‘ [429] thé time of the Ghaznav1ds Mas‘ud
IOI b. Tbrahim (492/1099 to 508/1115) and Abg 1-Mulik Malik- Arslan b.
Masad (509/1116 to 51 1/11]7) and survived into tHe reign of the lat-
ter's successor, Bahrim-shih., The first penod of his career is
represented by one poem written for Maﬁ‘ud during the hfetlme of his
father (i.e. before 492/1099) and .a.pparf,ntiy also by six qaszdczhs3 and
one tarkib* addressed to 2 ruler whom the pbet calls by the name Fani-
kbusrau and by the titles cAdud al-daiulah Mughith al-din and
Shahanshah i Boy1. Of the thrée Buyuis (@l i Boyah) known to history as
Fani-khusrau® the only ore who' hved if the tirhe of Mukhtan is Abd
‘Al Fana—khusrau b. Abi KalIJZur, who ruled Naubandajan in Fars ag a
vassal of the bel]uqs and is reported to have dxed in 487/1094.6

2Thus Ariidi, and Mukhtarf himself, diwan, ed. Huma, p- 247. Rz, and ofhers
after him, call him Hakun ‘Uthmin b. Mubammad al-Mukhtad. Taqi (quoted by
Hum#1, Mukhtari-namah p. 111) calls him Haklm Siraj al-din Abi | Ma_]d “Uthman
Mukhta.n while Hum#T {op. cit. p. 133-7) ascnbeu to him (with unconvincing ax'gu—
ments) the kunyah Abil “Umar or Abil SAmr and proposes that his father was likewise
named ‘Umar.

3Diwan p. 43-7, 76-7, 105-14, 541-63, 474-5, 521-4; in the last ‘BoyT’ rhymes
with niko’r ete. .

. 541-57.

The other two are the celebrated amir al-umara® *Adud al-danlah Fapi-khusran
(338/949 to 372/983) and the rulet of Rai, Fana Khusrau b. Majd al-daulah Rustam
(succeeded his father in 420/ 1 029).

BSee H. Bowen, ‘The last Buw'}yhlds , JRAS 2}929 p. 2.2!5-45, esPeciaﬂy p. 242-5.

Ghaznah, for most of Mas%d’s reign, during which he attended the
courts of various other rulers, notably the Seljuq ruler of Kirman,
Arslan-shah I (495/1101 to 537/1142")‘, the dedicatee of a large number
of his poems, and also visited India. But he returned to Ghaznah with the
{430] ascension of Malile- Arslan, his principal patron. Only two poems
in the diwan are addressed to: Malik Arslan’s successor, his brother
Bahram-shah.2 .

In the last part of his life Mukhtari paid what was apparently a

short visit to Samarqand, where he dedlrp:ited a good number of poems to

the Qarakhanid Arslan-khin Muhammad (1) b. Sulaiinan (495/1102 to
ca. 523/1130) and various persons of His court. One of these appears to
speak of seventeen years having passed in the reign of Mubammad b,

Sulaimin,3 and would thus imply that Mukhtc’m was in Samargand in
512/1118-9, and another poem,* ded1mted to one Khwajdh Sad al-mulk,
Lvldently a dignitary 4t the court of Muhammad would appear to have
been written on the occasion of the beginning of Ramddan 513/1119.5
[431] This is the last 1denmhab1e date in the diwan. Taqi I«E.ashl followed

1P 1081.1.

2prwan p. 82-5 and 500-1. The latter pbem, oonslstmg of six versss, is quoted in
extenso, but anonymously, in Nasr A]lﬂh’s tranalatmn of Kalilah wa Dimnah (ed.
Minuwi p. 306) as well as by Ibn al- Mugamr, Twrikh al-mustabsir (ed. Lofgren,
Leyden 1951-4, P. 178), where it is attributed (at least jn the available Mss) to ‘al-
Hahm Fadl Allah al- Ghaznavn this is apparently a scribal error for © » Nasr Allah
L whom Tbn al-Mujawir ev1deutly mistook for the author of the verses.

3piwan p. 79 1. 3.

4p. 4723,

SThe poem speaks of the coincidence of the first day of Dai with the first of
Ramadan Humaf (Mui(}ttafﬂ-namah p. 98-101) pointed out that 1 Dai of the Zoro-
astrian calendar corresponded approximately to 1 Ramadan in 514/1120 and 515/1121,
but elsewhere (op. cit., p. 301-2) he rejected this date, as it is in contradiction with the
date e had adduced from the above-cited veise on p.79. The first of Dai has,
however, no particular importance in the Zoroastrian calendar so that it would seem
rather pointless for the poet to draw attention to its coincidence with the beginning of
the Muslimn fast. I think it thus more likely that Mukhtarf is referring hefe to the Jalali
calendar, in which Dai is the first of the thtee winter months. 1 Ramadan 513 cor-
responds (roughly; i.e, according to the tables) to 6 December 1119; in that year 1 Dai



1 L gonderdi. Sabir, o sahsin seklini, semalini bir bir kagit
. - | | iizerine cizdi ve Merv'e gonderdi. O sahst buldular ve
.. ~ - oldiirdiiler. O zaman Edib Sabir Harezm'e idi. Atsiz,
Terciiman | | Sfxbir'iln bé%lev?i: is 1}ﬁ‘:yacpt1%mi haly)e? ahn::a iia‘bir'hi '61‘5_
' ni, kolunu baglatarak Ceyhun nehrine atmax sureltyic
= 1001 TEMEL ESER ldiirdii. Bu vak'a 546 senesinde vukua geldi.

| ~ | | SHZ MELIKI OSMAN--1 MUHTARI
DEVLE TS AH (Tans topragmu giizellestirsing
| - | Gazne'de dogmustur. Seyh Senai'nin akrabasidir,

Sultan Ibrahim ibni Mes'ud Sah zamammnda Da-
ri'l milk Gazne'de yasarustu. Kuvvetli bir tabiata sa-
hipti ve giizel siir stylerdi. Sevh Senai, onun medii
nakkinda birkac kaside sdylemistir. (Tanr, siyleyenin
hayrni versin)

Osman—1 Muhtart Sultan [brahim hakkinda yazdigi,
matla't soyle olan kasideyi ¢ok giizel soylemistir:

A /! S )
;//[// {,;/:? /C/fi e
/

Beyt: ;
"Ey Miisliimanlar, ben, ruhu gitgide Lavbolan bir go-

niile sahibim. Oyle bir derde diistim ki dermam bulun-
muyor.”

B Ceviren: ‘ | | o Biiyitklerden bircogu bu kasideve nazire yazmgtir.
" Prof. Necati Lugal - | o Fakat bunun kadar gizelini highiri soylememigtir Ef-
| B ' ” daliiddin HakanT de bir nazire yvaznmgiu; fakat milite-
viyat: tamamiyle ziihd ve hikmete aittir.
Endr Husrev—1 Dehlevi bu kasideyi yazdigt nazirede
sairligin hakiom: vermistir. Bu devirde, parlak tabiath,
miinekkid zekal, siirler pazarmin cevheri olan ahmy,

- o "V N —-—“l—
Tackiv. Divageb ~ . kI
g4 asluiepedisl

o1 '
S o R N- R R A

TR s¢if, Tanr ve din nurn Mevlana Abdurrahmanit'l Cami
ISTANBUL | Kavit -0 o 1356 .,1 (Ulu Tann fazilet golgelerini uzatsin)de bu Kasideye na-
1977 et s q Q:é‘ e zire yazmay: arzu etmig ve hakikaten, hakikaderi, Tan-
| § Tasnif o, § Qg ) ‘
: A A.,._,,A! ‘%Em»w-:«-m‘

3
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542 POETRY.—FIRDUSL

Author ;‘ Faridin B. Muhammad Kasim
Halalkhwur Mazandarani, r..»‘é' S ) ysyp
| Shsste s
Beg, G 1P Tt gd b s 0 e
For this composition we are indebted to
the curious taste of Fath “Ali Shah, who, as
is quaintly stated in the preface, being ex-
tremely fond of the Shahnamah, gave, in
A.H. 1216, the -order to turn it into prose.
The task was divided, the Kayanis devolving
on Mirza Mubammad Rizd Tabrizi, the Ash-
kanis on Mirza ‘Tsz Farahani, the Sasanis on
Mirza *Abd ul-Vahhab Isfahani, and the Pish-
dadis on the present writer.

The above title, written at the top of the
first page, apparently applies to the aggre-
gate of the four versions.

The present copy breaks off in the account
of Kavah's rising against Zahhak (Macan’s
edition, p. 36).

Add. 24,095.

Foll. 16; 16 in. by 11}; 29 lines, 53 in.
long; written in fair Nestalik, in four gold-
ruled columns, apparently in the 17th cen-
tury.

2ol o2

Fragments of the Shahriyar-Namah.

Author: Mukhtar], s\

This is one of several poems written in
imitation of Firdusi, and engrafted as episodes
on the Shahnamah. Its hero is Shahriyar,
son of Barzii, the son of Subrab, and con-
sequently great-grandson of Rustam, The
scene of his adventures is laid in India.

The title and the author’s name are found
in the concluding lines, which are as follows+
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It will be seen from the above that Mukh-
tari wrote the Shahriyar Namah, in the
space of three years, by order of Mas'id
Shah, not from his own invention, but from
a narrative which he had to put into verse.
The poet concludes by claiming the reward to
which he was entitled, but adds, in evident
allusion to Firdasi’s diatribe against Mah-
miid, that, even should none be vouchsafed,
he will never think of resorting to satire.
The last couplet is a transition which leads
back to a passage of the Shihnamah, in which
Isfandiyar is described as going forth fo

battle. —~
The king, who is called in the above verses

“the rose of the garden of Mahmad,” is
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apparently Mas'id, the son and successor of
the great Mahmiid Ghaznavi. Mas‘id wrested
the throne from his brother-Muhammad in
A H. 422, and was himself expelled from his
realm by the Saljaks, A.H. 432.

There is, however, no record of a poet
called Mukhtdri at that period. The earliest
poet known by that surname is Siraj ud-Din
‘Usman B. Muhammad, of Ghaznin, who first
used ‘Usméan as his Takhallus, and adopted
towards the end of his life that of Mukhtari.
He was in great favour with Sultan Ibrihim
B. Mas'id, who reigned from A.H. 451 to
481 (see the Kamil, vol. x. pp. 3, 110), lived
afterwards in Kirman, at the court of Arslin
Shah B. Kirman Shah (A.H. 404—536; Ja-
hanari, fol. 97), and died in Ghaznin, accord-
ing to Taki, Oude Catalogue, p. 16, A.H. 554,
or, as stated in the Atashkadah, Add. 7671
fol. 59, A.H. 544. Mukhtari is said to have
excelled in every kind of poetry. He is men-
tioned with high praise by Sanai, who-calls
him his master. Notices of Mukhtiri will be
found in Daulatshah’s Tazkirah, fol. 48, and
Hammer’s Redekiinste, p. 104, Haft Tddim,
fol. 137, and Riyaz ush-Shu‘ara, fol. 405.

If the Shahriyar-Namah is to be ascribed
to this poet, the Mas'ad Shah for whom it
was written can be no other than Mas%d B.
Tbrihim, who was, not the son, but the great-
grandson, of Mahmitd, and reigned from A.H,
481 to 508 (see the Kamil, vol. x. pp. 111,
353). 3

It must be remarked, however, that no
mention of a similar poem is to be found in
the notices on Mukhtari above quoted.

The first and longest of the three frag-
ments included in this volume, foll. 1 g—
11 @, begins with the single combats in
which Farimurz (Rustam’s son) engages,
first with Raihan, a black giant, and then
with the chief of the Indian army, who turns
out to be his grand-nephew Shahriyar. After
mutual recognition they part, Farimurz
returning to Irdn, and Shahriyar proceeding

to the palace of Faranak, Queen of Sarandib,
whom he enjoins to release her captive Ar-
zang. She feigns submission, but treache-
rously causes Shahriyar to fall into a well,
in which she keeps him in durance.

In the meanwhile Arjasp, the king of Tu-
Tdn, who was besieging Luhrasp in the city
of Balkh, dispatches the Div Arhang, son of
Paladvand, with an army to Sistan. Zal, in
the absence of Rustam, then far away in Xhi-
var land, sends his second son Zavirah to
oppose the Div, and, after a first encounter
in which the latter is worsted, marches forth
himself, and puts him to flight.

The next fragment, foll. 12, 13, which pro-
bably belongs to an earlier part of the poem,
relates the arrival of Zal at the court of King
Salomon. The latter tests the wit of Zil by
means of a riddle relating to the twelve sons
of Jacob, and his strength by a fight with a
Demon called Abriman. -

Fol. 14 contains the end of the poem, and
concludes with the lines quoted above.

The last two leaves of the volume, foll. 15
and 16, contain two detached fragments of
the Shahnamah, both relating to Isfandiyar.
In the first he enters the brazen fortress, and
slays Arjasp (see Macan's edition, pp. 150—1);
in the second he claims the crown from his
father Gushtasp (ib. pp. 1163—3).

Twelve out of the above sixteen folios
have on one side whole-page miniatures, in
a good Indian style of the 17th century.

Add. 6941.

Foll. 197 ; 9 in. by 7%; 22 lines, about
3 in. long; written by the Rev. J. Haddon
Hindley on paper water-marked 1811,

Al r.L.:

A poem written in imitation of the Shih-
nimakh, and treating of the exploits of $am,
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428 PERSIAN LITERATURE, VOLUME V

Abadi's fa); Paris Supplément 783 fol. 42r sqq.
(Blochet 1981. 16th century? Selections); Berlin
Petermann 716/4 (Pertsch 682. Selections); Istan-
bul LAla ismail 487/14 (MIiIkrifilm-ha 1 p. 500-1,
Selected poems in a Ms. dated 741/1340-1, Abadi’s
1am); Hekimoglu Ali Pasgsa 669/4 (MIkrafIlm-hd I
p. 420-1. Has a wagf-notice dated 1097/1685-6, but
is apparently a good deal older. Abadi's €ain);
Tehran Univ VIII 1883/1 (16th century? Abadi’s
mim); Dih-khuda (Nuskhah-hd III p. 19. Dated 1009
/1600-1); Majlis 87150 (Dated 1020/1611-2. Abadi’s
mIim-jIm); Lucknow Sprenger 388, Cf. Munz. III
25759-66.

Editions: Tehran 1323sh./1945 {(ed. T. Binish
from the incomplete London Ms.); 1358sh./1979
(critical edition by M. Abadi, with an intro-

LATE ELEVENTH TO EARLY THIRTEENTH CENTURY 429

the time of the Ghaznavids Mas<ud III b. Ibrahim
(492/1099 to 508/1115) and Abd 1-Mulik Malik-
Arslan b. Mascuad (509/1116 to 511/1117)}) and
survived into the reign of the latter’s successor,
Bahram-shah. The first period of his career is
represented by one poem written for Mas<lid during
the lifetime of his father (i.e. before 492/1099)
and apparently also by six gasIidahs! and one
tarkit? addressed to a ruler whom the poet calls
by the name Fana-khusrau and by the titles €©Adud
al-daulah, Mughith al-din and Shahanshah i Boyi.
Of the three Buyids (al i Boyah) known to history
as Fana-khusraul? the only one who lived in the
time of Mukhtarli is Abid ©All Fana-khusrau b. Ab1
Kalijar, who ruled Naubandajan, in Fars, as a
vassal of the Seljugs and is reported to have died

2 duction).l in 487/1094.4 Although the titles used by Mukhta-
L Riawandi, Rahat al-sudir, ed. M. Iqbal, London ri do not seem to be mentioned in other sources,
SF 1921, passim (quotes five of his gagsidahs on the identity of his patron with this Fana-khusrau
= p. 301-27); <Aufi II p. 222-4;2 Shams p. 201, would appear to be supported by a verse® implying
< 406-7; Zakariya® al-Qazwini, Athar al-bilad, ed. that the former was a contemporary (and opponent)
o Wistenfeld, p. 345; Mustaufi p. 749; Jajarmi I of the Fatimid caliph al-Mustansir, who also died
Vj‘ p. 144+x1ii-x1iii, 195-9, 362-4, II p. 530-42; in 487/1094.
*r\‘ Daulat-shah 115-7; Razl III p. 306-13 (no. 1400); It appears that Mukhtari was out of favour, or
““5_"3 l Adhar I p. 105-8; Hidayat, Majmac I p. 511-4; even in exile from Ghaznah, for most of Mastid's
a7 Safa, Tarlkh I1 p. 721-9; Khaiyam-pir p. 513-4. * reign, during which he attended the courts of
T‘ ; various other rulers, notably the Seljuq ruler of
I 249, <Uthman Mukhtari? Ghaznawl, who has left Kirman, Arslan-shdh I (495/1101 to 537/1142), the
% us with a very substantial diwan, flourished at dedicatee of a large number of his poems, and also
[~ visited India. But he returned to Ghaznah with the
3

PERSIAN  LITERATLRE

N T |
‘Q LR 1Zbadi’s introduction deals extensively with stylistic j
g : [ and linguistic features of the poems but has next to nothing
f;) ;hf‘; o to szay about the poet’s life(. ) 1IDIwEn p. 43-7, 76-7, 105-14, 541-63, 474-5, 521-4; in
. + J7 See above, p. 398 n. 1 (Khaqani ; the last 'Boyl1’ rhymes with nikd’7 etc.
;) i b‘i < 3Thus °Ariigi, and Mukhtari himself, diIwan, ed. Humda’3, 1p, 541-57.
. ! . p. 247. Razi, and others after him, call him Hakim <Uthman ; 3The other two are the celebrated amir al-umara’® <Adud
= =’ 2 b. Muhammad al-Mukhtari. Taqi (quoted by Huma>I, Mukhtari- : al-daulah Fana-khusrau (338/949 to 372/983) and the ruler of
- ::3 namah p. 111) calls him Hakim Sirdj al-din AbT 1-Majd : Rai, Fana~-khusrau b, Majd al-daulah Rustam (succeeded his
U > L ‘Uthm&n Mukhtari, while Huma®1 (op. cit. p. 133-7) ascribes father in 420/1029).
: to him (with unconvincing arguments) the kunyah Abii ‘Umar or . 4See H. Bowen, ‘The last Buwayhids’, JRAS 1929 p. 225-

Abli <Amr and proposes that his father was likewise named : 45, especially p. 242-5.
‘Umar. : 5p, 108 1. 1.
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wumber of his essays have become familiar classics
which recur in selections and in general anthologies.

Finally, a word must be said about Urdu drama
[see AGHA HASHAR KASHMIRT in Suppl.]. Despite
auspicious beginnings, the theatre in Urdu has not
become firmly established as an artistic and literary
institution. After the First World War, dramatists
found an outlet in the thriving Indian film industry.
The advent of radio and television provided further
outlets, and numerous one-act and full length plays
have been—and continue to be—written. Admittedly,
not all were meant to be acted. Kamal Ahmad Ridwi
has compiled a Muntakhab Urda dramé in about 1000
pages (2 vols., Lahore 1960). It does not include plays
by Agha Hashar and his contemporaries, but these
are no longer part of the répertoire, and they are in
any case available in print.

Bibliography: There appears to be a complete
lack of studies of the subject. The present article is
the result of the author’s private researches, delving
into libraries, catalogues, and bibliographies in
books about individual authors. In the body of this
article, details have been given of various
anthologies which are either important in them-
selves or typical of types and trends. In libraries
which have title catalogues, other anthologies can
be identified by any of the terms for “‘anthology”’
given at the beginning of the article. Anthologies of
single authors—especially poets—are so numerous
that it would be difficult to decide where to begin
and end. As usual for articles on Urdu literature,
there are two general sources in English: Ram Babu
Saksena, 4 history of Urdu literature, Allahabad 1927,
and Muhammad Sadiq, A history of Urdu literature,
London 1964. For the tadhkire, the most detailed
and exhaustive study is Farman Fatehpuari, Urdu

mudjabat with a court poet, ¢Amid Hasan; he also sent
kasidas to other local rulers such as Nasr b. Khalaf, the
ruler of Sistan. He then journeyed to Kirman, where
he remained for some three years (505-82/1112-157),
composing panegyrics for the Saldjuk ruler of Kirman
MuCizz al-Din Arslan Shah Kawurdi, for other local
princes (including remnants of the Biiyids such as
(Adud al-Dawla Fanakhusraw Bu’1), and for various
“otables Towards the end of this period he composed
a fath-nama celebrating Masid I1I’s victories in India,
incorporating a plea to be allowed to return to
Ghazna, which he sent to that ruler via his wazir Kutb
al-Din Yasuf b. Ya‘kob, and the Hunar-nama, a
philosophical mathnawi dedicated to Isma‘il b. Gilaki,
the IsmaSli ruler of Tabas, in which he describes his
search for a worthy patron and concludes with lengthy
praise of that prince.

With the accession of Malik Arslan (Arslan Shah)
b. - Mas‘ad  (regn. 508-1 1/1114-17), Mukhtar]
returned to Ghazna; several kasidas celebrate Malik
Arslan’s accession. During Malik Arslan’s reign, the
poet enjoyed a brief period of prosperity; he composed
thirty panegyric kasidas in praise of the ruler, who
appointed him malik al-shu‘ar@® and rewarded him
lavishly. After Malik Arslan was deposed’ by his
brother Bahram Shah in 511/1117, Mukhtar? seems to
have fallen out of favour; Bahram Shah is said to have
wounded the poet with an arrow, a wound from which
he later died (the one brief kasida dedicated to Bahram
Shah, Dawan, 500-1, thanks him for saving the poet’s
life when he was wounded by the “‘arrow of fate”,
which may be merely a metaphorical figure).

During the last years of his life, Mukhtari made a
brief journey to Transoxania and Samarkand, to the
court of the Karakhinid €Ala> al-Dawla Arsldn Khan
Muhammad b. Sulaymin Bughra Khan (regn. 495-
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523/1102-30), also called Tamghaé Khan, and
praised that ruler and a number of his officials; he also
journeyed to Khurasan. Since no poem in the Diwan

‘Umar, Persian panegyric poet of the later Ghaz-
nawid period, born around 467/1074-5 or 468/1075-6,
died between 513-15/1118-21. The takhallus Mukhtarl
was probably derived from the title Mukhtar al-
Shu‘ara®, bestowed on the poet early in his career by
his patron Aba Nasr Muhammad Mustawfl, as
indicated in the ra’ype dedicated to that patron
{Dzwan, 190-1). The oldest source to mention Mukh-
{arT is the Diwan of his contemporary Sana’l {g.v.],
which includes a brief kasida praising him. The
biographical information provided by the tadhkiras
(mainly late sources; ‘Awfl and Dawlatshah make
only passing mention of him) is, as always,
notoriously unreliable. Djalal al-Din Huma’i, who
edited and published Mukhtari’s Diwan (Tehran
1962), has endeavoured to reconstruct the poet’s
biography on the basis of evidence from the poems.

Mukhtari was born in the reign of Ibrahim b.
Mased I (regn. 451-92/1059-99), but there are no
poems in his Diwan mentioning that ruler. His earliest
poems can be dated around 490-92/1097-1 100 (a
y@’iyya dedicated to Mas“ad 111 b. Ibrahim during his
father’s reign, a niniypa in praise of Mas‘ad-i Sa‘d-i
Salman [g.v.], a 7d’iypa recounting the poet’s journey
to India). Mukhtari appears to have begun his carcer
at a time when the Ghaznawid court was not
especially favourable to poets. Unable to find a securc
place at the court of Mas®ad 111 (regn. 492-508/1099-
1115), he journeyed to India (some time between 490-
93/1097-1101), and addressed panegyrics to its gover-
nors Muhammad b. Khagib in Kusdar and Mas‘ad-1
Satd-i Salmin in Lahore. He then travelled briefly to
Balkh where he praised local notables and exchanged

can be dated later than 513/1119-20, he probably died
some time before 515/1121-2, but in any case not at
the much later dates (534/1139 and after) given in the
tadhkiras. Huma’i suggests, on the basis of the Hunar-
nama and of his friendship with Sana’i, that Mukhtari
was a Shi‘T or at least a moderate Sunni; the assump-
tion of his Shi‘ism, based on verses alluding to the
Mahdi which may be only hyperbolic expressions of
praise for the ruler is, however, difficult to support.

The poems in Mukhtar’s Diwan are traditionally
divided into four categories: Ghaznawiyyat (poems
written for Ghaznawid rulers, officials, etc.); Kir-
maniyyat, written during Mukhtari’s three-year
residence in Kirmin and including panegyrics for the
Saldjik ruler of Kirman, his officials, and other local
rulers; Samarkandiyydt, written during the journcy to
Transoxania and Khurasan; and various other kasidas
which cannot be classed by mamduh (that describing
the poet’s journey to India, that praising Mas‘id-i
Sa‘d-i Salman), as well as tarkibat, ghazaliyyat, kita‘at,
and rubdSiypat. Two mathnawis have also been
attributed to Mukhtari. The Hunar-ndma-t Yamini,
dedicated to Yamin al-Dawla Isma‘ll b. Gilaki, is a
philosophical poem which includes many Tsma‘ili
topics. Mukhtari is credited with originating this type
of poem, later imitated by Sana’ in the Hadikat al-
hakika, which employs the same metre (khafif) but
gives the questions treated a broader scope; a possible
prototype is Nasir-i Khusraw’s Rawshana’i-nama,
though MukhtarT’s poem bears little resemblance to
that primarily homiletic and didactic work. The
Hunar-nama begins with a cosmological description of
the sphere, the houses of the zodiac, and the planets,



