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2.14 Muhammad-i Parsi 1107

vieles aus dem Abschnitt iiber die (v}ahmiya entnommen ist.*®! Der
Abschnitt iiber die ,,Qadariten” dagegen sieht nun ganz anders aus; er
orientiert sich an den Schulen der Mu'‘tazila, was bei Makhiil nicht der
Fall ist.*”” Eine Quelle wird nirgendwo genannt, und die Gesamtein-—
teilung ist hanafitisch: sechs Hauptgruppen wie bei Ibn as-Sirag, die
antithetisch zu je zwei einander gegeniibergestellt werden. Zuvor
werden, wiederum wie bei Ibn as-Sirag, die ahl as-sunna wal-gama'a

behandelt. e

Auch Verschreibungen sind wieder sehr hiufig. In dem Abschnitt iiber die
Gabriya steht emeut Kasaliya statt Kasbfya. Die Naggariya ist zu Buliariya ent-
stellt, die Haufiya zu Harfiya, die Fikidya zu Tafakkuriya, die Hubbiya zu
H.bbaniya. Auffillig ist unter den Mu‘taziliten die Twadiya (S. 642, 4).

2.14 Muhammad-i Pirsa

H"aga Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahmiid al-Hafizi al-Buhard
(gest. 822/1420), genannt Parsa ,,der Gottesfiirchtige”, zentrale Figur in
der ersten Generation der transoxanischen Nagsbandiya und Namens-
geber der an sie gebundenen HYagagan,** verfaBte eine Risdla-yi ‘aqaid-i
firag-i islami (bzw. ahl-i sunnat), die uns vermutlich noch im Autograph
erhalten ist.*** Er kam aus den Kreisen der hanafitischen wlama’ von
Buhari®® und brachte deswegen wohl eine theologische Bildung mi,

661 Diesmal eher nach Makhil (vgl. dort 61, pu. ) als nach Ibn as-Sird§ (132, apu.
ff.). :

662 S. 641, 14 ff. Allerdings ist auch hier die Kaisaniya wieder eingedrungen (vgl.
Makhiil 89 f. und Ibn as-Sirag 131, 6 £).

663 Vgl. EI* VIII 272f s. v, Parsdiyya (R. D. McChesney); H"3gagan gab es in
Buhara auch schon vorher. Zu Muhammad-i Pirsi selber jetzt J. Paul in: von
Kiigelgen/Muminov/Kemper (edd.), Muslim Culture in Russia and Central Asia
IIL 5 ff., mit einer Liste seiner Schriften; die Angaben in dem EI-Artike] sind
danach zu verbessern. Allgemein noch H. Algar in Elran I1I 434b s. v. Baha*al-
din Nagshand und ausfiihrlicher in IA% XXX 563 £ 5. v. Muhammed Parsa; auch
‘Arif Nausahi in GIE VI 317 £ 5. v. Abii Nasr-i Parsi und Shushud, Masters of
wisdom of Central Asia 48 ff. Vor kurzem ist ein umfangreicheres Werk von ihm,
das den Titel Fasl ul-fitab trigt, in Teheran herausgegeben worden' (ed. Galil
Misgarnizad, 1381 §./2003). :

664 Hs. Teheran, Senat 228/4, geschrieben 795/1393 in Us im Farganatal. Weitere
Handschriften bei Paul, S. 15 nr. 14. :

665 Th. Zarcone in: Popovic/Veinstein (edd.), Les Voies d’Allah 452. Seine Nisbe
al-Hafizi hatte er nach seinem Vorfahren Hafizaddin Muhammad b. Mu-
hammad b. Nasr al-Buhari (gest. 693/1294); vgl. Ibn Abi I-Waf®’, Gawahir 1

JoSef vén Ess, Der Eine und das Andere : Beobachtungen an
islamischen haeresiographischen Texten, band II, Berlin:
Walter de Gruyter, 2010. ISAM DN, 239761.
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Fosus al-Hekam, traduction persane ancienne de X'dje Md
Parsd, éd. Jalil Mosakker Nezad. Tehrén, Markaz-e Nadr-e DanesSgéhi, 1366,

61-684 p.}

ﬁé»)%% Lég*’cfigg.gdi ””JZ/Z@@'%@?W‘“@;, y Y > {_

P . H o P

86. Hace Parsa Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Hafizi al-Bubari (8lm. -
822 h. — 1420 m., GAL, 11, 205, S. 11, 282-283).

— Fagl al-hitab li-vasl al-ahbab .

Bag: ST kel Sl o @R pns

Universite, Arap¢a Yazm. nr. 5216 (337 yaprak, ist. 882 h.},

Akhisar, Zeynelzade nr. 126 (250 yaprak, ist. IX. asir).

— Sarh-i kalimat-i Bah& al-Din Naksbend

Bag : L U e e Koy oy e 3l e

Ayasofya nr. 4795 (yap. 265 b-282 a, ist. ‘IX. asir).
Ali Emiri, Farisi nr. 77 (vap. 10 b-47 a, ist. IX. asir).

Y o }
Al Teo v

47 MUMINOV; Ashirbek K., NEKRASOVA, Elizaveta G. -
& ZIYODOV, Shovosil Ju. La Bibliothéque de
Khwija Muhammad Parsa revisitée.  Ecrit et enlture
5 A Asie centrale et dans le monde 1urco-iranien,
( JF6t7 Xe-XIXe siccles. Writing and culture in Central Asia
p o P and the Turko-Iranian world, 10th-19th centuries. Sous
i la dir. de Francis Richard et Maria Szuppe. Paris:
Association pour 'Avancement des Etudes Iraniennes,
2009, (Cahiers de Studia Iranica, 40), pp.17-41.
[Description of the library (Bukhara) & analysis of 26
manuscripts from its collection, most of them in Arabic.
With abstract in English.}

KHVAJAH MUHAMMAD PARSA. K istorii
persidskoI literatury pri Samanidakh [Storey
7; Persian text and Russian transiation by] ;
Zhukaovskil, Zapiski V.O.LR.A.Q., St.-Pefers
burg, 12 (1899), pp. 05-07.

88-931966

Micro- khvajah Muhammad PSrsa, 1338 or 9-1420.
£iche Qudslyah : kalimdt-i Bah¥ al-Din Nagshband
88/ / ta’l1f-1 Khv&jah Muhammad ibn Muhammad PirsE-
59841  yi BukhBr¥I ; mugaddamah va taghIh va ta‘liq

az Abmad TBhirl Ir3qi. -- Tihr3n : Kit3bkha-

.nah="{ TahUrI, 1975.

" 92, 198 p., [10] p. of plates : ill.,

-facsims., geneal, table ; 22,cm. -- (2abin

‘va farhang-i Iran ; 77) /

In Persian; romanized record.

. "Title on added t.p.: Qodsiyyah : sayings of

Baha al-Din Nagshband.

Includes bibliographical references and
indexes.

(Commentary on the sayings of Bahauddin
Nakgibend, 13177-1389, founder of the Nagsha-
bandiyah Order of Sufis; includes an introduc-
tion (92 p.) by Ahmad- Tahirl “Ix3qi)




2792 PARI — PARSAIYYA

princess in the Black Pavilion, is a typical instance of
the delusions experienced in a fairy-land. Another ex-
ample of the use of folklore in polite literature is
Déstan-i Djamal wa Djalil by the Timirid poet
Muhammad Agaft (d. 923/1517), an allegorical
mathnawi about the search of prince ‘“‘Glory” for
“Beauty””, the latter being personified as the
daughter of the king of the paris.

The unique copy of the last-mentioned work, pre-
served in the Uppsala University Library (Nova 2,
dated 1502-5), is also an important source for the
iconography of the pariin Persian miniature painting.
The fairies were depicted like angels, as the latter were
commonly represented in Timdrid art (sce
Stchoukine, 116), Other subjects giving occasion for
picturing paris were Nigami’s story of the Black
Pavilion (see e.g. Robinson, Rylands, no. 418) and
throne scenes of Sulayman and Bilkis (cf. e.g. Titley,

freebooters; the Cid was despatched southwards to
chastise the trouble-makers and to collect instalments
overdue. (That we have to do with historical reality
here is unlikely; what is important is that this was how
the system was thought to function.) During the
Period following the Almoravid collapse, and again as
Almohad power waned, payments resumed. F rom the
initial agreement between the Castilian crown and
Muhammad 1 Ibn: al-Ahmar [see NasrIDS] in 1246 on-
wards, parias formed an important part of the relation-
ship between Granada and Castile. As seen by
Castile, such tribute was a sign of the vassal status of
the Nasrid kingdom; as seen by the Granadans parias
were a way of buying respite from damaging telas
(“‘forays’’). Carriazo has shown that the story that the
penultimate Nasrid ruler, Abu 'I-Hasan ‘All, refused
to pay parias to Isabel, saying “‘the kings of Granada
who used to give parias were dead, and the places in

98, P1. 14). Granada where they used to strike the coins to pay the
Bibliography: M. Boyce, 4 history of | tribute were being used to forge lance-heads’ is
Zoroastrianism, i, Leiden 19892,  85-7; A, apocryphal.

Christensen, Essai sur démonologie  iranienne,

Copenhagen 1941, 14-5, 60-68, 78; idem, Persische

Mirchen, Disseldorf-Kéln 1958, 290-1; U. Mar-

zolph, Typologic des persischen Volksmdrchen, Beirut

1984, 29-30, 273-4 (Motivindex s.v. Fee); Iskandar-

ndma, ed. by I, Afshar, Tehran 1964, tr. M.S,

Southgate, New York 1978; Farid al-Din ‘Artar,

llahi-nama, ed. F. Rihani, Tehran 1339 $h./1960,

26-38, tr. J.A. Boyle, Manchester 1976, 30-45;

Nizami, Haft paykar, ed. H. Ritter and J. Rypka,

Prague 1934, 121-50; K.V. Zetterstéen and C.]J.

Lamm, The story of Jamal and Jaldl. An illuminated

manuscript in the Library of Uppsala University, Uppsala

1947; 1. Stchoukine, Les peintures des manuscrits

Timiirides, Paris 1954; B.w. Robinson, Persian

paintings in the John Rylands Library, London 1980;

Norah M. Titley, Persian miniature painting, London

1983. (J.T.P. pe Brugn)

PARIAS (the word arose from such Latin accoun-
tancy terms as paria facere “‘to setle an account’’
already current in Imperial Latin; Du Cange con-
sidered Mediaeval Latin pariae as from the Spanish) in
the mediaeval Iberian peninsula “tribute paid by
one ruler to another in recognition of his
superior statug’’,

The term is rarely used except of tribute paid by
Muslims to Christians. There was no universally
recognised tariff for such payments, nor any set form
of contract setting out what was received in exchange
for the parias, although there clearly was a presump-
tion that payment secured protection from extortion
at the hands of other Christians. Du Cange regarded
parias as a type of feudal due (*“feudalis redditus, honores,
homagia’). Whether that is an accurate characterisa-
tion is doubtful; parias were paid when Christian
rulers were powerful, refused when the Andalust
Muslims themselves or their Muslim protectors from
North Africa felt safe to do so. The system appeared
at the end of the Umayyad period and in the first
T#ifa period (5th/11th century), apparently ¢a. 1010
with Ramon Berenguer I of Barcelona, and at times
led to the transfer of considerable sums to the Chris-
tians. The taxes raised to pay the parias, quite illegal
from the Islamic point of view (Muslim sources could
only regard them as an inversion of the relationship of
dhimma [g.0.], and, indeed, they are not infrequently
termed diizya [g.2.]), were a factor in the collapse of
the T3a’ifa régimes. The Poema de Mio Cid and
Castilian chronicle narratives have al-Mu‘tamid of
Seville [g.2.] complain to Alfonso VI because the
partas paid had not brought him safety from Christian

Bibliography: Du Cange, Glossarium mediae et in-
Jimae latinstatis, Niore 1886 s.v. pariae; 1. de las
Cagigas, Los mudéares, 2 vols., Madrid 1948-9; 7J.
de Mata Carriazo, Las treguas con Granada de 1 475 y
1478, in Al-And., xix (1954), 317-64; R. Menéndez
Pidal, La Espasia del Cid5, Madrid 1956, esp. 257-60;
H. Grassotti, Para la historia del botin ¥ las parias en
Leon y Castilla, in Cuad. Hist. Esp. (1964).

(L.P. Harvey)

PARSA’IYYA, a sub-order of the Central Asian
Nakshbandiyya [4. v.] SGff farika and the most promi
nent shaykhly family of Balkh from the middle of the
9th/15th century. The eponymous founder of the line
was Kh¥idja Muhammad b. Mahmid (or Muham-
mad) al-Hafizi al-Bukhari (d. 822/1419), who adopted
the nickname Parsg (“the devout’’). His tomb in
Medina became a shrine for Central Asian pilgrims
and the burial place of at least one Central Asian
grand khan, the Tukay-Timirid, Imam Kuli (r.
1020-51/1611-41).

Kh¥idla Muhammad Parsa’s son, Aba Nasr,
seems to have been the first of the line associated with
Balkh. When he died there in 864 or 865 (1459-60 or
1460-1), his patron, the Timiirid general Mir Mazid
Arghin, erected a “‘high domed building”’ (gunbagh-i
‘ali) (ca. 867/1462-3), which became the centre of the
order and survives in much-renovated form to the
present, A no-longer extant madrasa was also built at
the site sometime in the middle of the 10th/16th
century,

The Parsa’is remained prominent in Bukhara well
into the first half of the 10th/16th century, but the
headquarters of the family and its order shifted to
Balkh. The appointment of a great-grandson, ‘Abd
al-Hadi b. Aba Nasr (1) (d. ca. 96 7/1559) as shaykk al-
wslam at Balkh during the reign of the Abu ’I-
Khayrid/Shibanid ‘Ubayd Allah (r. 940-6/1533-40)
established the family in an official position which it
would hold at least until the beginning of the 12th/end
of the 17th century. Parsa®s appearing in the literary
record after the mid-10th/16th century are almost
always from Balkh, Among the most prominent
members of the family were ‘Abd al-Walf Parsi (alias
Khvadja Djan Khadia, d. ¢. 995/1587), who is por-
trayed as populist leader, political advisor and
mediator; Kisim Khvadja, architect of the royal
madrasa constructed by Nadhr Muhammad Khan
[¢..] before 1045/1635 as well as shaykh al-islam; and
Salih Muhammad (A 1100s/1690s), who was briefly
installed as vice-khin (ka’[klzdn) at Baikh in
1107/1696. From the early 18th century onward, the
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Gerci kelime ihtimal muahher bir elle <n» ilave edilerek
¢l. s sekline sokulmugsa da 44Ul kelimesinden sonra geldi-
gi igin ¢ &2 oldugu agikardir. Bu bizim bu mecmuamn gegen
sayisinda ([slam tetkikleri Enstitisi Dergisi, 1, 1954, s. 80—84)
bahis mevzuu ettigimiz hattat ve ressam Seyhi Bek - olacakdir.
Bu halde Seyhi'nin asil ismi Muhammad olup babasi da Sultan.
Muhammad Qari'dir. «Seyhi» nisbeti ihtimal Akkoyunlularin hat-
tat ve ressami Sayh Mahmud Nisaburi'ye nisbetle almigtir. Seyhi
Bek Fasl al-Hitab kitabimn kenarina bir cok yerlerde hasiyelér
yazmgtir ki, bundan kendisinin hakiki bir sinni ve Buhara Na-
kisbendi tarikati muhlis mensubu oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Seyhi
Bek Sah Ismail is bagina gelince sefalet ¢ekmis gibi goriiniiyor,
Topkap: Sarayinda 2154 numaralh Behram Mirza albiimiinde, vr.
144b de sbyle bir arzihal var:
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lsiam Tetkikleri Dergisi - 10

(Ll cors sanl Ko crsd o0 B 8 adidy i g
Divaninn sox yansl G;rmiyanh sair Seyhinin siirlerini ihtiva
etmektedir. Seyni Nakkas ise bu iki Seyhi’den yas itibariyle da--

ha geng oimus olacak.
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384 ABU NASR PARSA

Tarikh-1 Baphagt (Tehran, 1352 Sh./1973); Safa,
Dhabih Allah, Tarikh-i adabiyyat dar Iran (Tehran,
1363 Sh./1984); al-Thalibi, ‘Abd al-Malik,
Khass al-khass, ed. Sadiq Nagawi (Hyderabad,
1405/1984); idem, Tatimmat al-Yatina, ed. ‘Abbas
Igbal (Tehran, 1353 Sh./1974); idem, Yatimat
al-dafr, ed. Muhammad Muhyl al-Din ‘Abd
al-Hamid (Beirut, n.d.).

AsoLrAzL KHATIBI
TR, Sty Rarmvr

Abii Nasr Parsa, Muhammad b.
Muhammad al-Hafizi al-Bukhari (d. 865/
1461) was a Sufi of the Nagshbandiyya
order and came from Balkh. He was known
vadbusly as Burhan al-Din, Hafiz al-Din
and Nasir al-Din (Jami, 547; Kashifi,
Rashahat, 1/112).

Abd Nagr’s father, Kh*ajah Muhammad
Parsa al-Bukharat (d. 822/1419), came
from a scholarly family of Bukhara. He
was one of the principal companions of,
and: the second in succession (khalifa-yi
dwwwum) to, Kh*ajah Baha’ al-Din Nagsh-
band (d. 791/1389), titular founder of the
Nagshbandiyya Sufi order (Jami, 397).
Kh*ajah Muhammad’s legacy includes sev-
eral works in Persian (Bukhara’i, introd.,
70-76). It is believed that the title Parsa
(meaning Devout or Abstemious) was
given to him by Bah#’ al-Din Nagshband
(Ghulam Sarwar, 1/559).

Even though Aba Nasy, like his father,
had mastered knowledge of both exoteric
and esoteric disciplines, he would not reveal
his spiritual states and capacities { Jami, 401).
He gave classes on the science of fadith, and
Mawlana Shihab al-Din al-Birjandi (d. 856
or 857/1452 or 1453), who studied several
books of hadith under him, requested per-
mission to narrate on his authority (Kashif,
Rashahat, 1/302-303). In 822/1419, Aba
Nasr accompanied his father to the Hijaz
(Kashifi, Rashahat, 1/110). It appears that
during this journey he met Shah Ni‘mat
Allah Walt Kirmant (d. 834/1431) in Med-
ina (Ma‘sam ‘Alf Shah, 3/62). "

In857/1453, when Mirza Aba al-Qasim
Babur set out to conquer Samargand

and overthrow Sultan Aba Sa‘td Mirz3,
he went to visit Abti Nasr when he was
passing through Balkh. When Abu Nasr
became aware of his intentions he warned
him against going to war, but Babur took
no notice (Mirkh“and, 6/789-790). Babur
reached Samarqand and laid siege to the
city, and a rumour circulated in Balkh
that he had captured it. Abti Nagr in turn
proclaimed that the sovereign of Samar-
gand was Kh*gjah ‘Ubayd Allah Ahrar
(d. 895/1490), and that without his con-
sent it was not possible to the city. It was
subsequently discovered that the rumour
had a political motive and was untrue
(Muhammad al-Qadl, 463).

No extant written works are authenti-
cally attributable to Kh"ajah Abu Nasr,
although a manuscript treatise in Persian
implausibly attributed to him is preserved
at the Berumi Institute of Oriental Studies
in Tashkent (no. 3848) (Semenov, 5/226).
The suggestion by Ghulam Sarwar Lahari
(1/577) and Mudarris (7/283) that Abd
Nasr possessed a talent for poetry also
seems to have no sound basis, the verse
attributed to him being actually by his
father (Kashiff, Rashahat, 1/112).

His contemporaries, Kh*ajah Ahrar (Mal-
JSuzat, 342-343), Jami (547), and Mirkh-
wand (5/108), narrated some traditions
from him. Aba Nasr kept company with
such spiritual figures as Sa‘d al-Din al-
Kashghari and Shams al-Din Muhammad
al-Kasawi (Kashifi, Lafaif, 231). Several
miraculous feats (karamat) have been attrib-
uted to him, and this indicates people’s
reverence for him (Jami, 401; Ghulam
Sarwar, 1/576-577).

Kh*ajah Abii Nasr died in 865/1461
and was buried in Balkh (al-Isfizart, 1/156;
Jami, 401). Sayyid Kamial Gachkulr al-
Balkhi composed an elegy on the occa-
sion of Abii Nasr’s death, in which several
couplets give the date according to the
abjad numerical value of the letters of the
alphabet they contain (‘Alr Shir, 35, 207—
208). Another poet’s elegy on his passing

ENCYCLOPAEDIA ISLAMICA, Vol. IL, LEIDEN 2009. ISAM 190005
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KLAUS SCHWARZ VERLAG - BERLIN

4 Introduction

efited greatly from a research scholarship of the Humboldt Foundation
granted to ASirbek Muminov in 1999/2000.

In cooperation with our partners from the CIS, we wish to continue the
work with primary sources in the years to come. A fourth volume of Mus-
lim Culture in Russia and Central Asia will be wholly dedicated to the
Arabic biographical dictionary Nuzhat al-adhan of the Daghestani author
Nadir from Durgeli (d. 1935). After the termination of the INTAS projéct;
the work of editing, translating and analyzing of manuscripts will be contin-
ued within the framework of a project titled Disputes on Muslim Authority
in Central Asia (18th-20th Centuries), which is being supported by the
Swiss National Foundation, |

The editors wish to express their thanks to Florian Schwarz (Bochum)
for his invaluable help concerning some difficult parts in the Persian texts.
Stefan Reichmuth (Bochum) once again accompanied our work with much
interest and good advice. Annemarie Masswadeh (Bern) kindly helped us in
preparing the layout and index of this volume and proofread most of the
articles. Madeleine Voegeli (Bern) generously provided us with technical
assistance. Qur special thanks go to all libraries and individuals that
released their manuscripts for publication.

Michael Kemper Asirbek Muminov Anke von Kiigelgen
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MUHAMMAD PARSA: SENDSCHREIBEN UBER DAS
GOTTESGEDENKEN MIT VERNEHMLICHER STIMME

von

Jirgen PAUL, Halle

Auf den an dieser Stelle edierten und tibersetzten Text stief ich bei der
Arbeit iber die Entwicklung der Xwagagan-Nagibandiva in der ersten
Generation nach Baha’addin.! Der Text fiel mir auf, weil sein Autor in ihm
eine Position zum Gottesgedenken mit vernehmlicher Stimme vertritt, die in
systematisierender und integrierender Weise den Streit {iber die Zuldssigkeit
dieser Form des Gottesgedenkens zu beenden sucht. Dies ist nicht die
Position, die sich als die in der spiteren Nag3bandiya hauptsichlich
vertretene durchgesetzt hat. Im Gegenteil gilt das stille Gottesgedenken fiir
diese Richtung der islamischen Mystik als typisch, und diejenigen Perioden,
in denen andere Formen zumindest ihren Platz hatten, manchmal sogar
gleichberechtigt waren, werden als Ausnahme von der Regel behandelt.
Nun ist der Autor dieses kurzen Sendschreibens einer der bedeutendsten
Vertreter der Xwagagan seiner Zeit; seine Bedeutung hat allerdings erst in
den letzten Jahren zu intensiveren Bemiihungen um seine literarische
Hinterlassenschaft gefihrt.

Der Autor

Samsaddin Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Mahmud al-Hafizi al-Buxari, ge-
nannt Xwaga Parsa, entstammte einer berilhmten Bucharer Gelehrten-
familie; einer seiner Ahnen war Hafizaddin al-Kabir (st. 1294), eine
wichtige Figur im Buchara dés 13. Jahrhunderts.” Sein Geburtsjahr ist nicht
genau bekannt (verschiedene Daten werden angegeben, meist in den 1340-
er Jahren). Einigkeit besteht jedoch iiber sein Todesdatum: Er starb in
Medina am 24. Da I-Higga 822 (11. Jan. 1420) auf dem Riickweg von
seiner zweiten Pilgerreise nach Mekka. In Medina wurde er auch begraben;
¢s gibt keinen Schrein in Mittelasien, der besonders ihm gewidmet wiire.
Xwaga Parsa, wie er in den Quellen und auch in der Literatur ganz
iiberwiegend genannt wird, war nicht nur ein bedeutender Vertreter der

" Jtrgen Paul: Doctrine and Organization. The Khwajagan-Nagshbandiva in the firse

generation after Baha’uddin. Berlin 1998 (ANOR ; 1).

Die Abstammung Parsas wird am besten behandelt von Maria Subtelny in “The
Making of Bukhara-yi Sharif Scholars, Books and Libraries in Medieval Bukhara.
The Library of Khvaja Muhammad Parsa“ (ersch. 2000 in der Festschrift fir Yuri
Bregel). Dank an Maria Subtelny, die mir diese unverdffentlichte Arbeit zur
Verfiigung gestellt hat.

N
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OKUYUCULARIMIZA | .
ONSOZ

Yaynevimiz, kurulugundan bugiine -bagta tasavvuf olmak
iizere- dini konularda muhtelif eserler yaymlamaktadlr.

HACE MUHAMMED PARSA,

Bu defa tasavvuf ulularindan ve kendi adiyla amilan irfan ‘ HAYATI ve ESERLERI
mektebi diinyanin hemen her yaninda yayilmig bulunan Buha-
rali Sah-1 Naksbend Muhammed Bahaeddin’in sohbetlerinde Muhammed Pirsa di .
derlenen Risale-i Kudsiye isimli eserle karsiniza gikiyoruz. h arsd diye bilinen Ebu’l-Feth Mu-
ammed b. Muhammed b. Mahmiid el-Hafizi el-Buha-

Sah- Naksbend hazretleri “mesahir-i meghfile” yani geregi gibi
taninmayan iinliilerdendir. Kendisine aid yazili bir eser bugiine
ulasmadig i¢in; onun sohbetlerinde tuttugu notlar1 boyle bir

Ei’. Orta Asya’da Timurlular déneminin 6nde gelen
alim ve mutasavviflarindan biridir. Hayat: hakkinda en

esere doniistiiren halifelerinden Muhammed Parsi ¢ok dnem- kadim ve mu’teber bilgiler, miiridi Ebu’l-Kasim M
i bir hizmet ifa etmis bu eserle onun goniil ve distince diinya- hammed b. Mes’id Buhari’nin muhtemelen h. 822 8;6—
st giiniimiize tagimigtir. yillar1 arasinda kaleme aldig: er-Risdletii’l-l'Rahdi e
Hécegan silsilesi, XV. Asir’dan itibaren Anadolu ve Os- adl1 eserde bulunmaktadir. Abdurrahman Cﬁmi’fi’
manli iilkesinde de etkili olmus erenler yoludur. “Yolumuzun (0.898/1492) Nefehatii’l-iins’te verdigi bilgiler de b"n
esast sohbettir.” ilkesinden yola ¢ikan bu silsilenin eserlerini yiik 6l¢iide bu kaynaga dayanmaktadir ii-
okuyucularimiza sunmak bizim igin hamd vesilesidir. Ca'feri Sadik’ . )
Risale-i Kudsiye ile bagladigimiz Hécegén Eserleri seri- Muhammed Parsa llln ;1:9812111222 geldlg.l kabul edilen
sini, diger ulularin eserleriyle siirdiirmeyi planhyoruz. Okuyu- dogdu. G & L A) Serll\esmde Buhara’da
g encgliginde Bahdeddin Naksbend’e

culanmizin bu konuda dualarim taleb ediyor, Cenab-1 Hak’tan

feyiz ve bereket niyaz ediyoruz. (6.791/1389) intisdb edip riyazat ve miicahedeye yo-

neldi. Parsa lakabin aligiyla ilgili su menkibe nakledi-

ERKAM YAYINLARI | 1 Ebwl-Kism Muhamme g
) d b. Mes’(id Buhiri, er-Risdletii’l- .
Kayseri Résid Ef. Kip., nr. 1110, vr. 262, Risaletii’l-Bahaiyye,

: 7
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Kimse fikri kimseye satmis degiil
Satun almaz bay u yohsul mir i kul

5089
Ol dahi bitdi bu kez bir gor yene
Rayigan nedir cihdnda sor yene

5102
Soldur ol kim dus goriirsin uykuda
Geh seni tagda goresin geh suda

5014
Bir dah: var rayigan hon nediir ol
Dinle imdi eydeyiim nitediir ol

Addur ol kim urmur bu hés u 8m
Toptoludur sark u garb u Rim u $am
5117-5118
Bi-bahadur kim gerekse ol alur
Beg adm kul bay adin yohsul alur
5126
Bir dahi vardur bahédsuz rayign
Bi-bahadur ol azizken kamudan
5129
Soldur o} kim halk giiveniir Tanr1’ya
Her biri Tanr1 bentim dir bi-riya
5133
Rayigandur ol bentim Tanr1’m dimek
Hem ben anun dimege yokdur emek
5137
Pes revadur her nefesde siikr ana
Stikr ile gegsiin glini énden sona
Ol siikiirden Hak bizi ayirmasun
Diinya &hir dogru yoldan iwmasun
5155-5156
beyitlerinde goriilecegi lizere bunlarn birincisi alip verdigimiz nefes, ikincisi
giines. fi¢iinciisti kiiinattaki esya ve manzarafara bakmak, dordiinciisti diisiinmek,

besincisi riiva. altincist insanlara konulan ad, yedincisi de Tanr’dir. Bunlar

herkesindir ve bedavadir. Biitiin bu nimetler igin Allah’a ¢ok siikretmek ve bu
voldan ayriimamak gerekir. Bunlarin disinda kalan ne varsa parayla alabilir.

ilmi Aragtirmalar 16, Istanbul 2003, s, 12 $-13 g

§ ‘Q(“”“ e )

XVIL YUZYIL MEVLEVI SAIRLERINDEN SABIiR PARSA
(Hayat1 ve Eserleri)

Kazim YOLDAS'

A Seventeenth Century Mevlevi Poet: Sabir Parsa (His biography and works)

Sabir Parsi. a seventeenth century Mevlevi poet, was born in Gelibolu. He
joined the way of Mevlevi by means of his uncle Aga-zdde Muhammed Efendi.
‘After his uncle’s death Sabir became the sheykh of Gelibolu Mevievi-hane in place
of his. Because of the prohibition of “sema’™ he left this task and became professor
and judge in different places. Some time later, he turned to former his duty, He was
successfut in Persian poetry as well as in Turkish poetry. In this study Sabir Parsa’s
life, art and works will be described and assessed.

Kevword : Sabir Parsa, Mevlevi, poet, biography, Ottoman poetry.
1. Hayati

Asil adi Muhammed'dir. Kaynaklarda “Sabir”', “Sabir Parsa™?, “Sabir
Muhammed Parsa Efend?™, “Parsd Muhammed El"endl”4 “Aga-zade Sabn Parsa
Muhammed Efendi™, “Dede Sabir Palsé”(’ “Parsa Sabir Muhammed Dede”’ gibi

Dr.. indnii Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi. E-mail: kyoldas@@inonu.edu.tr

Mustafa Salayi Efendi. Teskire-i Safevi (Nuhbetii'l- dsér min-Feva idi I-Ey ‘ér). Haz.: Pervin
Aynagéz. Firat Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitlisti (Yaymmlanmamis Yiksek Lisans Tezi).
Elazg. 1988. 5. 289.

GOtL. Tegrifdti 'y-Su ‘ard, 1stanbul Unv. Kip. No. TY. 1533. s. 690a.

Asim. Zevi-i Zitbdeti'l-Ey 'ar. Al Emiri Efendi Manzum Tserler (Millet Ktp.) No: 1326, 5.22:
Mehmed Stireyya. Sicill-i Osmani, Hazirfayan: Nuri Akbayar. C.3. Istanbul. 1996. s. 1410. Aymi
say fada farkl bir salus zanncdilerek ~Sabir Dede (Parsd) bashigr ile kaydedilen bilgiler de aynt
sahsa aittir,

Ismail Belig, Nuhbetsi-sdr li-Zevli Zibdetdi'-Ey dr, Hazirlavan: Abdilkerim Abdilkadiroghu.
Ankara, 1985, s248: Sevhi Mchmed Efendi. akdvi'u'l-Fuzald, Sakd'ik-i Nu'mdnive ve
Zevilleri, Hazsrlayan: Abdiilkadir Ozcan. C. 3. Istanbul. 1989. s. 467.

Mehmet Nail Tuman, Tuhfe-i Na'ili, Hazilayanlar: Cemial Kurnaz, Mustafa Tatgr. C. 11, Ankara.
2001. 5. 527.

Csrar Dede. Techire-i Su'ard-vt Mevlevivye, Hazrlayan: Namik Kemal Aras. Ankara
Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiist. (Yayimlanmamis Yiksek Lisans Tezi). Ankara. 1986.
s.188: Al Enver, Semd-hane-i fodeb, Tstanbul 1309, s.129.
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Lhorizon intellectuel d’un érudit du
xve siecle : nouvelles découvertes sur la

bibliotheque de Muhammad Parsa
Ashirbek Muminov et Shavasil Ziyadov (Tachkent)

Le rdle de Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahméd al-Hifizi al-
Bukhiri, mieux connu comme Khwija Muhammad Pirsi (746-822/1345-
1420), en tant que reformateur de Pislam centre-asiatique devient de plus en
plus universellement admis parmi les chercheurs. Cependant, une étude
approfondie de sa biographie et de son ceuvre, notamment Pextraction des
faits historiques figurant dans les textes hagiographiques soufis de la confré-
rie Nagshbandiya, écrits tardivement en langue persane, s’est revelée difficile
en raison du caractére extrémement conventionnel et subjectif de I'hagiogra-
phie. Dans ces conditions, P'attention des chercheurs fut focalisée sur la
«Bibliothéque de Muhammad Pirsi», car son étude permettrait de définir le
cercle des intéréts scientifiques et intellectuels de son possesseur. Une
empreinte de sceau en losange est la marque distinctive commune aux
manuscrits provenant de cette bibliothéque. Les manuscrits avaient une ou
plusieurs marques de ce genre, parfois méme sur chaque feuillet, accompa-
gnées de diverses dates entre la fin du XvII® et le milieu du x1x¢ siecles, avec
les deux légendes suivantes : Wagf az kutub-i Khwija Mubammad Pirsa,
«Wagf [provenant] des livres de Khwija Muhammad Pirsi», que nous abré-
geons plus loin en «P» (voir I'illustration de couverture du présent volume),
et Waqf-i Khwija Pirsé ibn Mabmid al-Bukhari, «Waqf de Khwija Parsa
fils de Mahmid al-Bukhari», que nous abrégeons plus loin en «B».

. Le premier chercheur qui a attiré Pattention sur les manuscrits de cette
collection, conservés dans le Département arabe du Fonds des manuscrits
orientaux de la Bibliothéque nationale de France (B.n.F.), était Lola Dod-
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31. Le bain Mesgaran, situé dans le shabrestin, a un plan similaire, mais n’a malheu-
reusement pratiquement pas fait I'objet de recherches. Bien que plus petit, il possé-
dait également un vestibule 2 coupole et un décor en carreaux de céramique a Pinté-
rieur des piéces des bains.”

32. VL. Voronina, « Bani-hammam u narodov Sovetskogo Sojuza i stran
zarubeZnogo Vostoka », dans Arbitekturnoe nasledstvo, vol. 31, Moscou, 1983,
p. 163.

33. Nous remercions vivement M. RahimdZanov et B. Babad#anov pour la traduc-
tion de I'inscription.

34. Kazi-Ahmed, Traktat o kalligrafab i hudoinikah, 1596-97/1 005, trad. B. N,
Zahoder, Moscou-Léningrad, 1947, p. 89, 91.

35. G.A. Dduraeva, « Vakfnyj dokument 1540 g. », Vostochnoe istoricheskoe istoch-
nikovedenie i special’nye istoricheskie discipliny, 3 (1995), p. 191-192.

36. A.N. Boldyrev, Zajnaddin Vasifi - tadzikskij pisatel’ XVI v. (Opyt tvorcheskoj
biografii), Stalinabad, 1957, p. 134-184.

37. O.E Akimushkin, « Biblioteka Sheybanidov v Buhare, XVI v. », dans Bamber-
ger Zentralasienstudien Konferentzakten (Bamberg, 8-12 Oktober 1991), Islamkun-
dische Untersuchungen, Band 185, Berlin, 1994, p- 325-341.

38. VA. Sl}ishkin, « Firman 1541 g. na portale bol’shoj sobornoj mecheti Buhary »,
dans Istorija materialnoj kul’tury Uzbekistana, vol. V, Tachkent, 1964, p. 165.

39. B. B.abadzvanov, « Jasavija i Nakshbandija v Maverannahre : iz istorii vzaimoot-
noshenij (ser. XV-XVI vv.) », dans Uchenie Jasavi, Turkestan, 1996, p. 88.

40. Ivanov, Hozjajstvo Diujbarskib sheyhov, doc. 4 : p. 92-93; doc. 62 : p. 129; doc.
205: p. 216.

41. Muhammad Hajdar, 72 ib-i Rashidi, trad. A. Urunbaev, R. P. D7alilova et L. M.
Epifanova, Tachkent, 1996, p. 236-237.

42. Le systeme habituel des donations fonciéres profitait aux élites militaires.

La bibliotheque
de Khwaja Mohammad Parsa*

Lola Dodkbudoeva

La période timouride, on le sait, a connu un essor culturel extraordi-
naire; les chercheurs notent, en particulier, 'élargissement considérable
du répertoire littérairel. Le gigantesque travail de création littéraire ori-
ginale et de transmission par copie d’ceuvres anciennes accompli alors
a de quoi impressionner.

Les chercheurs ont essayé de comprendre les raisons de ce « boom »
sans précédent dans la fabrication de livres manuscrits : d’abord la per-
sonnalité méme des princes, érudits cultivés et mécenes, qui donnaient
3 leur entourage P'exemple du respect et de I'intérét pour les livres;
ensuite, 'existence de liens trés étroits entre des centres culturels par-
fois fort éloignés les uns des autres et dans des pays différents. Lessor
urbain, caractéristique de cette époque tumultueuse, a également joué
un grand réle. O. E Akimouchkine I'a magistralement démontré : ce
phénomene a permis la constitution d’une couche sociale sur laquelle
a pu s’appuyer la production 2 grande échelle de livres. Les ketabkha-
na (ateliers de fabrication des livres) de la cour n’étaient déja plus, a
cette époque, les centres uniques de création et de copie des livres2.

Parmi les nouveaux centres de production des livres, il y avait les
khéngah — « couvents » de derviches (soufis), lieux d’élaborarion des
répertoires manuscrits les plus importants. Nous sommes cependant

encore loin, aujourd’hui, de comprendre 'ampleur du réle des khin-
géh dans le processus général de création des trésors culturels®.
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R. D. McCHESNEY

ARCHITECTURE AND NARRATIVE: THE KHWAJA ABU NASR PARSA
SHRINE. PART 2: REPRESENTING THE COMPLEX IN WORD AND
IMAGE, 1696-1998

In part 1 of this study,' using the evidence contained
in contemporary narrative sources, I offered the fol-
lowing conclusions about the founding and evolution
of the Khwaja Abu Nasr Parsa complex at Balkh dur-
ing the first quarter millennium of its existence. First,
the Nagshbandi shaykh Abu Nasr Parsa, who died in
Balkh in 1460-61, was probably originally buried in
a simple grave, perhaps inside an enclosure (hazira),
in the outer city of Balkh. Within a year or two, the
Timurid general Mir Mazid Arghun built at the grave
(by now a shrine or mazar) a large domed mauso-
leum (gunbaz, what one source referred to simply as
“a spacious structure”). This was apparently intend-
ed as a family necropolis for there is evidence that
Mir Mazid buried first his father then his brother there.

Second, at the same time Mir Mazid also built a
madrasa “encircling” or “encompassing” (madrasa-i
muhit) the mausoleum and Abu Nasr’s shrine, proba-
bly in the style of such complexes of the time (e.g.,
at Herat, Samarqand, and Shahr-i Sabz). This com-
plex may have been almost immediately put under
the control of the descendants of Abu Nasr. They
also succeeded him to the office of shaykh al-Islam
of Balkh. By 1550, the complex had fallen into disre-
pair and about that time was completely refurbished
by a fourth generation Parsa’i, Khwaja ‘Abd al-Hadi.
Between 1552 and 1574, ‘Abd al-Hadi’s brother and
successor as shaykh al-Islam, Khwaja ‘Abd al-Wali, built
and endowed another madrasa adjacent to the shrine
on its south side. In 1597, in all likelihood with the
encouragement of ‘Abd al-Wali, the Shibanid heir-
apparent ‘Abd al-Mu’min did major construction on
the mausoleum, probably adding the massive entry-
way (pishtdq) with flanking stacked iwans set at an
oblique angle to the main iwan or simply covering
the shrine with a revetment of tile (kdshi-kari). Ber-
nard O’Kane, who has studied the structure most close-
ly and recently published his findings, concluded that
if “Abd al-Muw’min did not entirely rebuild the build-

ing, he at least completely redecorated it and thus
created the visual impact it conveys today.® This is an
important finding. It clarifies the controversial evo-
lution of the building and underscores a larger phe-
nomenon: the susceptibility of monumental commem-
orative structures to reinterpretationk and consequent
renovation.

A third conclusion presented in part 1 was that from
the late sixteenth through the late seventeenth cen-
tury (approximately 1584-1684), the Parsa complex
developed as the center of an educational district in
which at least four more large madrasas were built and

endowed (1584, 1612, 1616, and 1684) so that'by the -

end of the period there were six in all in this area of
southern Balkh.

Finally, part 1 of this study traced the Parsa (or

Parsa’l) family in Balkh (there is also an important

branch of the famiily at Bukhara) through eight gen--
erations. During that quarter millennium, the family

maintained its privileged and locally powerful position

in Balkh society as shaykhs al-Islam, administrators of -

the shrine, and supervisors of the teaching and pil-
grimage aspects of its operation.

THE SHRINE IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

After the relative abundance of material on Abu Nasr
Parsa’s shrine for the fifteenth-seventeenth centuries,
with the Parsa family playing a major and highly vis-
ible role in the social and political life of the region,
the silence of the eighteenth-century sources on the
shrine comes as something of a surprise. Some early
eighteenth-century narratives speak of the shrine, but
only regarding events prior to 1696. Yet the period
between 1696 and 1747 has no shortage of memoirs
and political narratives covering the last years of the
Chinggisid house of the Tuqay-Timurids (alternately
known as the Janids or Ashtarkhanids), the subjuga-
tion of the region by Nadir Shah Afshar—claimant to

the Chinggisid and Timurid mantle of world-con-
queror, and the rise of a new imperial power, the
Durrani Afghans, under one of Nadir Shah’s former
generals, Ahmad Khan. Yet one is hard-pressed to find
any information at all about the shrine complex, not
to mention information on the family that had man-
aged it for two and a half centuries. The fact that the
shrine survived the eighteenth century is prima facie
evidence that there was a managerial group navigat-
ing it through the political shoals of the time. Yet actual
evidence of this and of any continuing role of the
Parsa’i family has yet to be unearthed.

As we have seen in part 1, the main theme of the
history of the first two and a half centuries of the
shrine’s existence is the prestige of the Parsa family
and their continued control of the shrine through two
major dynastic changes: the ouster of the last Timurids
at Balkh by the Abu’l-Khayrid Shibanids in 15626 (the
city changed hands repeatedly between 1507 and 1526)
and then the ouster of the last Abu’l-Khayrid Shibanids
by the Tugay-Timurids in 1601-2. The relatively abun-
dant information about the shrine during this period
may to a degree reflect the relative predictability of
social and political life in which—south of the Oxus—
Balkh was the center. Political stability as well as the
prosperity that marked much of the world in the late
sixteenth century allowed at Balkh as elsewhere for
the means to reflect on the past and thus provide a
record for future generations. Whether as a result of
diminished local importance or simply because other
concerns took precedence over memorializing the
period and its main actors between 1696 and 1737
when the Iranian occupation began, the record of the
Parsa family after the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury vanishes.

In part this may have been due to changing political
circumstances and in part to a changing world econ-
omy which rendered the region increasingly peri-
pheral, thus reducing the resources available to elites
like the Parsa’i and their patrons. Certainly their role
in local politics would have been affected in a nega-
tive way by the events of the 1690’s. At that time, as
power in the khanate was becoming more and more
concentrated in the hands of the Uzbek amirs and the
role of the Chinggisid rulers was becoming increas-
ingly nominal and symbolic (again a process perhaps
stimulated by economic conditions), the Parsa fam-
ily became directly involved in the struggles waged by
the Uzbek amirs to promote their own candidates for
the khanate's throne. After the abortive installation

-

THE KHWAJA ABU NASR PARSA SHRINE EN WORD AND IMAGE 79

of Salih Khwaja Parsa’i in 1696 as khan at Balkh by
Mahmud Bi, leader of the Qataghan Uzbeks, and his
brief “reign,” the family disappears from the record,
or so it appears.

Itis notas if there were no documentation of events
at Balkh in the early eighteenth century, in the de-
cades leading up to Nadir Shah’s conquest of the re-
gion. We can trace the political leaders of Balkh and
their amirid supporters through the confirmation
annexes added to the wagf charter of the ‘Alid shrine
at Mazar-i Sharif covering the period 1709-38 as well
as through some later Bukharan chronicles.® With the
gradual decline of the power of the Chinggisid house
and the entrenching of these Uzbek warbands in cer-
tain regions, Balkh became less the center of what is
now northern Afghanistan (the region between the
Hindu Kush—-Parepamisus Range in the south and the
Oxus River in the north) and more a contested re-
gion. Political power was divided among several, of-
ten warring centers, the main ones being Qunduz
under the Qataghan Uzbeks in the eastern part of the
former Balkh appanage and Maymanah, in the west-
ern part, under the Ming Uzbeks, For the better part
of a century and a half these two clan organizations
remained in control of their respective regions and
were rivals for.what lay between them, notably Balkh
itself and the nearby and growing shrine center of
Mazar-i Sharif. As the power of these Uzbek organi-
zations waxed and waned there were opportunities for
other groups and individuals with managerial expe-
rience to emerge dorminant. T have dealt elsewhere with
the emergence of the chief administrator of the ‘Alid
shrine at Mazar-i Sharif as a local power, and it is not
difficult to imagine that whoever managed the Abu
Nasr Parsa shrine also came to enjoy the same chal-
lenges and opportunities.

We have no information on how the Afsharid ten-
year occupation of Balkh might have affected the Parsa
shrine. Nor is there information yet on how the Ira-
nian withdrawal in October 1747 and the resurgence
of the Ming and Qataghan rivalry, interspersed with
periodic attempts by the new Afghan imperium to
project its power northwards, affected the activities of
the shrine and its administration. It is only in the early
nineteenth century with the emergence of a figure
named Ishan Sayyid Nagib (or Ishan Nagib, or, as styled
by an oral source that Jonathan Lee cites, “Ishan Sayyid
Parsa Khwajah Naqib™) that the Abu Nasr Parsa shrine
very indirectly returns to the historical record.” Ishan
Nagib was appointed governor of Balkh in 1817 by



R.D. MCCHESNEY

ARCHITECTURE AND NARRATIVE: THE KHWAJA ABU NASR PARSA
SHRINE. PART 1: CONSTRUCTING THE COMPLEX AND ITS

MEANING, 1 469-1696

Amidst the mounds, ruins, and partial walls of the
once-flourishing metropolis of Balkh, stands, more
or less intact, a great mausoleum (Pers. gunbad, gun-
bax) commemorating the fifteenth-century Naqshb:mdi
figure, Khwaja Abu Nasr Parsa (fig. 1). Although the
building is well known through books on Islamic ar-
chitectural history,! its narrative tradition—that is.
the stories told about it and the individuals associated
with it—remains generally unexplored. It is the ar-
gument of this paper that the narrative tradition, il-
lwminating as it does the meanings successive gener-
ations have attached to the building, not only provides
clues to the architectural development of the site burt
helps explain why this building, of all the great struc
tures once standing in Balkh (some built much later),
alone remains.

part 1 of this study covers the first two and a hall
centuries or so of the building’s history. It begins with
the construction of the tomb in the mid-fifteenth
century and ends in the late seventeenth century, 2
period of considerable political and soctal change for
the family most closely associated with the building.
In part 1, I reconstruct aspects of the social context
in which the complex was erected; the role played in
its erection by two personaliies—a Nagshbandi shaykh
named Khwaja Abu Nasr Parsa {(d. 1460 or 1461),
son and spiritual heir of Khwaja Muhammad Parsa
(d. 1-120). one of the principal disciples of Baha al-
Din Nagshband (d. 1389): and a military figure, Mir
Mazid (d. 1470 or 1471), the son of Sayyid Pir Mu-
hammad? and a leading general for atleast two Timu-
rid princes; the long tenure as managers of the shrine
comp\cx of the descendants of Abu Nasr Parsa; the
emergence of the Parsa’is as the leading family of
Balkh: and the consequences of their preeminence
for the survival of the complex and for its wider im-
pact ou the architectural development of Balkh.

This reconstruction is, of course, completely de-
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pendent on written sources (assisted to some small
degree by clues leftin the early photographic record).
So in addressing these issues, 1 will also try to con-
textualize the narratives—when, by whom, for whom,
and possibly why they were written—and, perhaps,
tease out the interplay of narrative, architectural evo-
lution, and social history.

Part 2 (to appear in the next volume of Mugarnas)
will cover the last three hundred years of the shrine's
existence, For the most recent hundred years I drew
on the photographic record to demonstrate some of
the conclusions of part 1 and to emphasize the rela-
tionship of narrative, of the stories told and the truths
believed about the architectural complex and how
hese stories and beliefs played out in changes to the
fabric and form of the complex. In this later period,
the boundaries of the social and political context
expand significantly and bring in entirely new narra-
tive traditions and perspectives as Balkh is drawn into
the purview of {ndividuals and societies far removed
in space from it.

THE FOUNDATION OF THE SHRINE
The Biographical Legacy of Abu Nasr Parsa

The family into which Abu Nasr was born had deep

roots and enjoyed a long tradition of intellectual

prominence, though not in Balkh but in Bukbara.
His father Muhammad Parsa was a highly regarded
<alim in addition to being the “second successor (khali-
Sfah-yi duwwem) ™ to Baha al-Din Nagshband, compiler
of his sayings, and acknowledged as the figure who
made the order both intellectually credible and power-
ful in Bukhara.! When he died while on the hajj, his
intellectual and spiritual legacy passed to his son who,
though not the scholar his father had been (we have
o known writings of his), was influential in his own
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Fig. 1. Abu Nasr Par
ca. 1883, The Alkayi

s gunbad. Photo taken by C. L. Griesbach.
Collection of Photography. (Photo: cour-
v Alkazi Collection of Photography. New York)

Tes

right. Muhammad Parsa’s memory is preserved both
in his writings and in the writings of those who ad-
mired his intellect. He is also remembered for 1ak-
ing a prominent role in the politics of his day.” Al-
though his son is profiled in most of the same
biographical sources, there is no scholarship for the

biographers to vefer to and he is memorialized chicfly
as heir to his father's tegacy.?

However his intellectual contemporaries may have
viewed him, conterniporany chroniclers indicate he had
great prestige on the politcal stage. Both ‘Abd al-
Razzaq Samargandi an d Mutin al-Din Isfizari, tvo lates
fifteenth-century historians. suggest the dimensions
of Abu Nast’s leadership role in Balkh in the middie
of the century and why that role might have led 10

the construction of a grand mausoleum at his grave
site. As portrayed in their historical writing, he is a
mediator and arbitrator, a common role for religious
figures. In 1434, the Miranshahid Sultan-Abu Sa‘id
crossed the Oxus from the north and seized Balkh
from Armir Pir Darwish Hazaraspi, a supportet of Abu’l-
Qasim Babur, son of Shahrukh and successor to him
in Herat and eastern Khurasan in 1447. Hazaraspi
had been appointed governor of Balkh some four
years before. When Abu’l-Qasim Babur heard that Sul-
tan-Abu Sa‘id had taken Balkh, he immediately
marched back from Astarabad where he was campaign-
ing. At his approach, Sultan-Abu Sa‘id abandoned
Balkh and fled back across the Oxus. When Abu'l-
Qasim Babur arrived at the gates of the city, he was
gree[ed, according to Samarqandi, by “Khwaja Nasir
al-Din Abu Nasr Parsa.” Writing ca. 1465-71, Samar-
qandi also calls him “shaykh al-islam.” Isfizart, writ-
ing between 1491 and 1494, however, tells a slightly
different story, saying that the kKhwaja exerted every
effort to make peace between the two sides but failed.*
Samarqandi does not explicitly assign Abu Nasr a
mediatory role, but having him greet Abu'kQasim
Babur at the gates of the city isa clear sign that Sa-
marqandi believed he was the preeminent represen:
tative of the residents of Balkh.

In the second recorded instance, Abu Nasr Parsa
reportedly interceded with Sultan-Abu Sa‘id in 1455
on behalf of a group of rebels in Utrar. This is men-
toned by Samarqandi in a passage which Barthold
cites but which I have been unable to find.? Barthold
concludes from it that the rebels had some influence
with the religious leaders of Bukhara because one of
them was spared through Abu Nasr's intercession.

These two reports, dating to the second half of
the fifteenth century, provide our only more or less
contemporary historiographical portrayal of Abu Nasr's
political and social prestige. Another near-contem-
porary, Khwandamir, writes about Abu Nasr but says
nothing of his role in mediating political disputes.
Although Khwandamir is important for providing a
rextual link between Abu Nasr and Mir Mazid, his
view of Abu Nasr corresponds in large measure with
Jami’s (see n. 6):

After Khwvaja Muhammad Parsa’s deatly, his son, Khwaja
Hafizuddin Abu-Nasr Parsa, who was known for his
knowledge and practice. took his father’s place and
surpassed him in asceticism and spiritual poverty. His
Aeath occurred in 863 [Hﬁ()—-ﬁl]. and he is burted in
Balkh!’
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even those who were in conflict with each other. Whether or not

different historians used common sources for their work, it is clear that

historians and rulers in various parts of the Timurid realm influenced
each other in their discussion of the origins and history of the dynasty.
In particular, the courts of Fars and of Herat, both seats of ambitious
rulers and heirs to a rich local historographical tradition, show a pattern
of mutual imitation, which in the course of Shahrukh’s reign produced a
cohesive dynastic myth, beginning with the origins of the Barlas tribe,
connected to the line of Chinggis Khan, and continuing through Temiir’s
direct ancestors, to the extraordinary figure of the dynastic founder
himself, and the story of his progeny’s failure to maintain unity and
peace in the family.

Many elements of this story had their origin during the reign of
Temiir himself, when they were manifested less in dynastic histories than
in patterns of family names or in stories circulated by word of mouth.
Separate parts of the collective story found their first written form mna
variety of places. The genealogy of the Barlas appears first in
Transoxiana, for Khalil Sultan, then in Fars and Herat, The history of
the branches of the Chinggisid house incorporating the story of Temiir’s
ancestor Qardchar Barlas is included in the world history of Natanzi
originally written for Shahrukh’s opponent Iskandar Sultan in Fars, and
then appeared, based on slightly different sources, in histories written for
Shahrukh and for his sons Ibrahim Sultan and Ulugh Beg. The account
of Temiir’s personality and his testament likewise traveled in different
variations from one court and one historian to another. The variety in
the details in the stories given, pointing to the use of independent sources
by different historians, underlines the common appeal and usefulness of
the family myth that connected the destinies of Temiir's and Chinggis’
lines, and made the story of the Barlis into a coherent and continuing
drama lasting through the Timurid period. By the end of Sultan Abu
Sad’s reign, when ‘Abd al-Razziq wrote his history, the story was
complete and continuous, serving to explain not only the rise of the
Timurid dynasty, but also its many shifts in power over the course of its
history. In this form, the drama entered the great universal histories of
the late Timurid period, which defined for later generations the history
of the Middle East in the Mongol and Timurid periods.
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THE MAKING OF BUKHARA-YI SHARIF:
SCHOLARS AND LIBRARIES IN MEDIEVAL BUKHARA
(THE LIBRARY OF KHWAJA MUHAMMAD PARSA)!

Maria Eva Subtelny

University of Toronig

In keeping with the medieval Islamic tradition that accorded every
city of importance an epithet or honorific title, Bukhara became kn9wn
as Bukhara-yi sharif—Bukhara the Noble—with all the connotations
carried by the word sharif in Islam, where nobility stemmed frqm
descent from the Prophet Muhammad.? Only, in the case of Bukhara, its
"nobility" derived from its impressive contributions to the -study of the
religious sciences, in particular the science of the Prophetic tradltl'ons,
Qur’anic exegesis, and jurisprudence. Bukhara thus becar_ne associated
above all with religious scholarship and noted for the Promm.cnt scholars
(‘wlama) and jurisprudents (fugaha’) it produced. This hac_l in f_act been
true from the earliest Islamic period of the rule of the Samanids (Sth-
10th centuries), who have been identified with Bukhara more closely
than any other Islamic dynasty.?

The traditionist, Ismal al-Bukhari (d. 256/870), was from Bukhara,
as were many of the theologians and jurisprudents who were
instrumental in the development of the Hanafite school of law, such' as
members of the Burhan and Mahbtbi families. The Burhan family,

1 Acknowledgements: This paper has profited greatly from the .comr'nents and
suggestions of my colleagues, Prof. Robert McChesney (New Yc?rk University), P.rof.
Dr. Hirgen Paul (Martin-Luther-Universitit, Halle), Prof. Devin DeWeese (Indiana
University) and Prof. Michael Wickens (University of Toronto).

2 1t is not known exactly when Bukhara was given the epithet, but it was firmly
established by the 19th century. In medieval times Bukhara had _also b??n known .E;S
“fakhira," "the proud" or "the outstanding” (see Ahmad b. Mahmiid Mu‘n al-fuqar@’,
Tarikh-i Mulldzdda, ed. Ahmad Gulchin Ma‘ani [Tehran, 1339/1960], p. 1).

3 See Richard N. Frye, Bukhara: The Medieval Achievement (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1965), esp. p. 59.
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10th-19th CENTURIES
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Ashirbek K. MUMINOV, Elizaveta G. NEKRASOVA, Shovosil Ju. ZIYODOV
INSTITUT ORIENTAL « SULEYMENOV », ALMATY — INSTITUT FRANGAIS D’ETUDES SUR L’ASIE
CENTRALE, TACHKENT — INSTITUT ORIENTAL « BIRUNI », TACHKENT

LA « BIBLIOTHEQUE DE KHWAJA MUHAMMAD
PARSA » REVISITEE *

RESUME

Vingt-six nouveaux manuscrits sont ici identifiés comme ayant appartenu ila
« bibliothéque de Khwaja Muhammad Parsa » de Boukhara (I’Ouzbékistan actuel)
grice 2 I’étude typologique des sceaux apposés sur ces ouvrages at Cours du XTX® s.
Cette recherche est complétée par des données archéologiques et épigraphiques con-
cernant trois sites de Boukhara odl ces volumes auraient pu étre conservés. L’article
montre I'importance de ce fonds pour I'étude des principales étapes du développe-
ment de 1’école hanafite (notamment aux XII%, XIV® et XIX® 5.). On peut ainsi iden-
tifier les manuels et les pratiques d’enseignement 3 Boukhara. Les manuscrits, bien
que conservés dans des lieux différents, appartenaient & un méme wagqf sous les khans
Manghits (XIX® s.). Par leur action visant & renforcer le hanafisme, ces souverains
voulaient limiter I’influence des cheikhs soufis dans Ja vie politique de Boukhara.

Mots clés : bibliothéque privée ; livies manuscrits ; sceaux de possesseurs ; wagy’;
Khwija Muhammad Pérsa ; Boukhara médiévale ; archéologie urbaine.

SUMMARY

The article identifies 26 new manuscripts from the “library of Khwaja Muham-
mad Pars@”’ in Bukhara (present day Uzbekistan), and classifies the ownership seals
imprinted on their pages in the course of the 19th century. According to the archaeolo-
gical and epigraphical data presented, three. sites in Bukhara could have housed these
manuscripts in the past. The paper demonstrates the importance of the collection for
understanding the main stages of development of the Hanafite interpretation of Islam
(especially in the 12th, 14th, and 19th c.). Various textbooks and teaching practices
used in the educational system in Bukhara can thus be identified. Under the Manghit
khans (19th c.), the manuscripts were part of one wagf regardless of the fact that they
were kept in different locations. It seems that, through their active support of the

La partie archéologique de Darticle a été rédigée par E.G. Nekrasova, la partie
codicologique a été co-écrite par A.K. Muminov et Sh.Ju. Ziyodov. Shovosil
Ziyodov adresse ses remerciements 2 la Fondation « Gerda Henkel » pour le
soutien accordé 3 son projet de recherche en cours sur « Ownership seals and
similar imprints in manuscripts housed at the Beruni Institute, Tashkent ».

17 CAHIERS DE STUDIA IRANICA 40, 2009, p. 17-41
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