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al-Mizzi, Jamal al-Din

Jamil al-Din Abt 1-Hajjg Yasuf
b. al-Zaki ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Yisuf
al-QudaT al-Kalbi al-Mizzi (654-742/
1256-1341) was a high-ranking Syrian
religious scholar: of the ShafiT madhhab
(school of law). Officially committed to
the Ash‘arT creed, he was sympathetic to
Salafl thought, presumably as a result of
his affiiation with Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/
1328). He is known best for two works in
the field of haedih (Prophetic traditions):
Tahdhib al-kamdl, a biographical dictionary
of hadith transmitters, and Tufifat al-ashrif,
an encyclopaedia of the imads (chains of
* transmitters) of the six canonical hadith
collections.

1. LiFe

Al-Mizzi was born on 10 Rabi* 11 654/7
May 1256 in al-Ma‘quliyya, a neighbour-
hood on the outskirts of Aleppo, and
grew up in al-Mizza, a wealthy village just
southwest of Damascus. His family, which
included no noteworthy wulama’ (religious
scholars), afforded him a basic education
in Quran recitation, Arabic grammar,
and some Shafi7 figh (jurisprudence). In his
youth, he associated for a short time with
‘Afif al-Din al-TilimsanT (d. 690/1291), a
- Damascene Safi poet championing Ibn
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‘Arab?’s (d. 638/1240) pantheisic monism
(wahdat al-wyjiid) (al-Dhahabi, Dhayl, 488;
Tadhkira, 4:1499; al-Safadi, 5:651).

It was not until he left home, at the
age of twenty-one, that he pursned fur-
ther religious education with established
authorities. His focus shifted to hadith,
and he soon became a specialist in the
Ym al-mjal (knowledge of the transmit-
ters). A lifelong learner, al-Mizzi chose his
shaykhs so as to receive the best possible
education and acquire impressive creden-
tials. He studied with shapkhs in Baalbek,
Hama, Aleppo, and Jerusalem. When he
travelled to the Hijaz to perform the hgj
pilgrimage, he seized the opportunity to
hear hadith in Mecca and Medina. Finally,
in 683—-4/1284-5, his quest for knowl-
edge took him to Egypt, where he stayed
in Cairo, Bilbeis (Bilbays), and Alexandria.
He also copied manuscripts for himself
and others and was praised for his attrac-
tive handwriting (al-Dhahabi, Tadhkira,
4:1498; Ibn Hajar 4:457; Ibn al-‘Imad,
8:236-7).

His first professional appointment was
at al-Nasiiyya madmsa in Damascus,
founded, like its namesakes in Palestine
and Egypt, by Salah al-Din b. Ayyib
(Saladin, r. 564—89/1169-93). From 718/
1319 until his death, al-Mizzi headed
the Dar al-Hadith al-Ashrafiyya, a presti-
gious ShafiT-Ash‘ar? institute in Damascus
that focused on the study of }adith (Ibn
Hajar, 4:458; on the Dar al-Hadsth, see
al-Nu‘aymfi, 1:15-35). He combined this
position with shorter stints as a teacher at
other Syrian fadith academies (al-Nu‘aymj,
1:45, 84).

He belonged to a tight-knit circle of
Damascene intellectuals that vacillated
between ShafiT-Ash‘arism and Salafism
and included, besides al-Mizzi, his stu-
dents ‘Alam al-Dmn al-Birzali (d. 739/
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