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Mezzomorto Hiiseyin Pasa
Mezzomiorte Hiiseyin (Hiseyin)
Pasa (d. 1113/1701) was a prominent
Ottoman grand admiral, who also served
as the dayi and beplerbeyt of Algiers. He was
the stepson of Seyyid Mustafa (Mustafa),
a galleon commander; the foster child of
Maltiz Abdurrahman (‘Abd al-Rahmin)
Pasa; and possibly a Christdan converted
to Islam, from Mauritania or Mallorca.
His epithet mezzomorio (“half-dead”), from
* Ttalian, was acquired in the aftermath of
a battle with the Spaniards in which he
was gravely injured. After spending seven-
teen years in captivity, he was ransomed
by Algerian sailors, and, in 1084-5/1674,
became a corsair in the Mediterranean.
He rose to prominence during the French
attacks on Algiers in the early 1680s.
Following the death of Baba Hasan
(Baba Hasan, d. 1094/1683), Hiseyin
Paga became the day (day, dey, provin-
cial governor) and beplerbeyi  (beglerbed,
governor-general) of Algiers, after which
he prevented the assaults of ¥rench cor-
sairs and subdued local insurrections.
He participated in the war in the Morea
between the Ottomans and Venetians in

T
A e e ok

l
é’%fi
J’/'/}

1095-6/1684, and he commanded the
fleet in the Danube and the Black Sea. In
1102-3/1691, he was appointed sancakbey.
(sancagbegi, administrator of a sub-district)
of Rhodes. He made a strong effort to
increase the number of the galleons in
the Ottoman fleet to twenty. After he
recaptured Chios in early 1107/1696, he
replaced Kalaylikoz Ahmed (Ahmed) Pasa
(d. 1126-8/1715) as kapudan pasa (qapudan
paga, admiral of the Ottoman feet), but
his promotion was suspended because of
complaints about his quarrel with the dgy
and the people of Algiers.

Hisseyin Pasa was deployed against
the Venetian fleet and won the battle of
Andros, off Lesbos, in 1107/1696, as well
as two other encounters off Tenedos and
Andros, in 1108/1697 and 1109/1698
respectively. Following the Treaty of
Karlowitz (1110/ 1699), he was ordered
to clear the Mediterrancan islands of
COTSAIrs.

Apart from his military actions, Hiise-
yin Paga launched efforts to reform the
Ottoman navy, with the support of Sultan
Mustafa (Mustafa) II (r. 1106-15/1695—
1703). His work resulted in a book of

regulations, the Bahnye kannunnamest,
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EAPTAN-I DERYA MEZEMORTA HUSEYIN PASA
VE HAZIRLADIGI BAHRIYE KANUNNAMESI UZERINDE
YAPILAN KISA BIR iNCELEME

- Em. Tugg. Gani OZDEN

Osmanh Imparatorlugu duraklama doéneminin son willan ile gerile-
me doneminin baginda, Tiirk Deniz Kuvvetlerine biiyilk hizmetleri ge-
gen Kaptan1 Derya Mezemorta Hiiseyin Paga’min o tarihlerde diizenle-
digi kendi adi ile anilan Bahriye Kanunnamesi'nin esaslarim aciklama-
dan 6nce, bu degerli amiralin icraat: ile kisa biyografisinin bilinmesi fay-
dali olacaktir.

1688’de kaptan-1 deryaliga getirtilen Kayserili Kalayli-Koz Ahmet
Paga’nin Akdemz kiylarindaki halka zuliim yaptigi ve mallarinin. zorla
ellerinden almd;lglnm duyulmas: iizerine Midilli Muhafizligi’'na siiriilme-
sinden sonra Magripli Mezemorta Haci Hiiseyin Paga’mn ilk kez kaptan-
deryaliga nasbedilerek (4 Ocak 1690) acele Istanbul’a gelmesi emredil-
mig ve goreve baglaymcaya kadar Dergah-i Ali Kapicibagilari’'ndan Ali
Bey'in bu géreve vekalet etmesi istenmigtir.

Mezemorta Hiiseyin Paga bu emir gelmeden evvel Cezayir Dayisi ve
agkerlerle arasi acildig1 igin bir gece ansizin kaleden cikarak hazrlattig
bir Firkate ile egi ve cocuklarini bir geyhin korumasma terk ederek Is-
tanbul’a dogru yola cikmigtir.

Mezemorta Hiiseyin Paga’'nin kaptan-1 deryaliga nasbedildigine dair
emir Cezayir'e gelince Cezayir Dayis1 Haci Saban Kahya ile taraftarlar:
Mezemorta’mn aleyhine birer dilekge hazirlayarak kiymetli hediyelerle
birlikte (4 tutsak genc, 4 murassa tiifek, 4 ehram, 3 makat, 1 kebir ay-
na, 3 mercan tesbih) iki kalyonla Istanbul’a gondermiglerdir. Istanbul’a
gelen Cezaylr murahhaslar: Sadrazami ziyaretle dilekee ve hediyelerini
verdikten sonra, Haci Hiiseyin Paga’yr Cezayir Beylerbeyligine kabul
etmeyeceklerini, kaptan-1 derya olursa filolar: ile hiikiimet Iuwnetme gel-
meyeceklerini bildirerek Tunus Beylerbeyi Cerrah Mustafa Paga mn Ce-
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Istanbul University), military hospitals in Edirne
and Vidin, a fountain in Khisskdy, a stone clock
tower at Mirgiin, the water system and a stone
bridge at Shumla, and a mosque and school in
Silistre.
Bibliography: A. F Andreossy, Constants-
nople et le Bosphore .. ? , Paris 1841, 14, 172-7;
214-20; I, H. Dani§mend, ... Kronoloji, iv, 10g9-13,
113, 1318; M... C... . (i.e., Charles Deval),
Deux années d Constantinople ... 1825-26 ..,
Paris and London 1828, 123-35, 146; Ahmed
Djewad, Ta’tikh-i ‘askeri-i ‘Othmani, Istanbul
1297, i (tr. Georges Macrides, Etat militaire
otioman ..., 1882), 25, 36, 350, passim; Abmed
Diewdet, Ta’rikk .. .%, Istanbul 1309, xii, 55 and
passim; Mehmed Esad, Uss-i zafer, Istanbul 1243
(abbrev. tr. A. P. Caussin de Perceval, Précis
historique de la destruction du corps des Jawis-
satres . . ., Paris 1833); Journal des Débats, 26 July,
9 August, 27 September 1826; 1. A. Gbvsa, THrk
Meshurlars Ansiklopedisi, n.p., n.d. [Istanbul 1946],
16-17; E. Z. Karal, Osmanls tarihi, v, 123, 133-4,
149-56; S. Lane-Poole, The life of ... Stratford
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Tiirk Ansiklopediss, Istanbul and Ankara 1943- ,

i, 220, iii, 434-5; I. H. Uzuncarsth, Osmanl

Devleti teskilitindan Kapukulu Ocaklari, Ankara

1943-44, 1, 410, 442, 519, 52z ff., and index;

R. Walsh, A residence in Constantinople, London

1836 ii, 502-9; see also pJavYsH, YERNICERY.

{H. A. REED)

Hipipit HUSAYN PASHA, known as MEZZO-
MORTO, Algerian corsair and Ottoman admiral
(d. 11313/1701); he owes his Italian nickname “half-
dead® (in Turkish ‘mezemorta’) to the fact that as a
young man he had been wounded, apparently
fatally, in a sea-fight with the Spaniards.

Nothing certain is known about his origin: accord-
ing to A. de La Motraye (Voyages, La Haye 1727, i,
206) he was born in Majorca. He first appears, as a
well-known corsair, in 1674 (Grammont Relations
entre la France et la Régence d'Alger al ' XVIIe siécle,
Algiers 1955, 52), and gradually made himself one
of the most prominent figures of Algiers. When the
French fleet under Duquesne bombarded Algiers in
the summer of 1683, Husayn, with other' corsair
captains, was handed over as a hostage by the Dey
(day?) Baba Hasan, but he persuaded the French
admiral to send him back on shore. He led an in-
surrection against Baba Hasan, killed bim, and had
himself elected Dey. Opening fire on the French
fleet, he obliged Duquesne to raise the blockade; in
1684 he made peace with Louis X1V (Grammont, 83;
E. Plantet, Correspondance des Deys d’Alger avec la
cour de France, 1579-1833, Paris 1889, 84; Zinkeisen,
GOR, v, 51 1.).

In 1686 the Ottoman government summoned him,
as beglerbegi of Algiers, to send ships for the campaign
in the Morea. The peace with France was soon

broken, and when the French fleet bombarded
Algiers again in 1688, Husayn retaliated by attacking
the French coasts and shipping. In 1689, the Porte
had decided to appoint Husayn Pagha Grand
Admiral of the Ottoman fleet (Kapudan Pasha [g.0.]);
but-before the summons reached Algiers, Husayn
Pasha’s power there had been seriously shaken by
" internal dissensions; he was obliged to flee to Tunis,
and thence to Istanbul (and the post of Kupudan
Pasgha was given to Misirllzade Ibrahim Pasha).

In 1101/1600 Husayn Pasha was appointed to
command the Danube fleet, with orders to support
the operations for the recovery of Vidin [g.v]; he
later commanded in the Black Sea; and in 1104/1691,
a time when anxiety was growing over the threat of
Venetian action in the Aegean, was made sandjak-begs
of Rhrodes, with comumand of the Imperial galleons
(kalydn). When in 11061694 the Venetians occupied
Chios (Turkish: Sakiz [.v.]), Husayn Pasha played a
prominent part in the two engagements (Radjab 1106/
February 16g95) which led to the recovery of the
island (Safwet, Koyun Adalarl 6iitindeki defisz harbi
ve Sakisifi kurtarilish?, in TOEM, if3 (1326), 150-77).

*In Ramadin xxo6/May 1695 Husayn Pagsha was
rewarded with the post of Kapudan Pasha, in
succession to (‘Amudjazide) Husayn Pasha [g.v.]
(Sildhdar Findikhh Mehmet Aga, Nusretndme, ed.
1. Parmaksizoglu, ifr, Istanbul 1962, 28-g), and
turned all his efforts to the expulsion of the Venetians
from the ‘Aegean: in Safar 1107/September 1695 he
defeated, off Lesbos (Midilli), a Venetian fleet bound
for Chios and Cos; in the course of operations in the
Morea in 1696 he brought the Venetian fleet to battle
between Andros and Euboea; on 15 Dhu ’I-Hididja
11085 July 1697 he defeated a Venetian fleet under
Alessandro Molino off Tenedos and again, on 14
Safar 1109/3 September 1697, off Andros. On 15
Rabi® I 1xrofzxr September 1698 he brought the
Venetian fleet under Giacomo Cornaro to battle off
Lesbos: Western sources (Zinkeisen, GOR, v, 183)
depict the engagement as a Venetian, Turkish
sources (Silahdar; Raghid, ii, 440) as an Ottoman
victory.

Husayn Pasha did not live long after the con-
clusion of the peace of Carlowitz: in 1113/17071 (the
exact date is uncertain; his successor as Kapudan
Pasha, ‘Abd al-Fettah Pasha, was appointed in
Rabi I rrr3/August 1701) he died on the island of
Paros and was buried on Chios (Istanbul, Basvekalet
Argivi, Mithimme defteri no. 111, p. 644; A. de La
Motraye, i, 210).

Husayn Pagha’s services to the Ottoman Empire
were not confined to the winning of battles; he also
played an important part in the reform and streng-
thening of the Ottoman fleet and in the regularizing
of the naval service by a code of regulations (kanin-
ndme} which he drew up (see I. H. Uzuncarsth,
Osmanls devletinin merkes ve bakriye teskilats, Ankara
1948, 498-9, 523, etc.).
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iJ1, Istanbul 1962, 116-20, if2, 1964, 237-9, 241,
i3, 1964, 267-8, 333-6, 350, 352), and Ta’rikh,
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