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MAR] DABIQ

P L P et | 3
N e

CO!}'OnutiOn of the Virgin with Angels and Sts. Lawrence, Stephen, John the Baptist, and John the Evan-
gelist. Altarpiece by Mariotto di Nardo, 1408. MINNEAPOLIS INSTITUTE OF ARTS, 65.37 (center panel), J. PaUL

GETTY MUSEUM, MaLIBU (wings)

ronation of the Virgin (Minneapolis Institute of
Arts), an Annunciation (Pistoia, Museo Civico), and
a fresco cycle depicting episodes from the life of
Christ (Florence, Farmacia, S. Maria Novella). An
§clectic figure, Mariotto echoes some of the stylistic
erlpulses which took Florentine painting out of the
hieratic traditions of the late trecento to the growing

concern with volume and naturalism at the dawn of
the Renaissance.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

M Eiscnberg. “The Coronation of the Virgin by Ma-
riotto di Nardo"dn Minneapolis Institute of Arts Bulletin,

(5159%?66); Richard Fremantle, Florentine Gothic Painters

ADELHEID M. GEALT

Eis.ee?lso Florence; Fresco Painting; Gaddi, Agnolo; Jacopo
1 Cione; Lorenzo Monaco; Niccold di Pietro Gerini.]

MARISCO, ADAM DE. See Marsh, Adam.

MAR]J DABIQ, a great plain near Dabig (the Da-
bekon of Theophanes) on the Nahr al-Quwayq
in northern Syria, about thirty-eight kilometers
(twenty-four miles) north of Aleppo. There were nu-
merous such meadows along the fringes of the arid
Syrian steppe lands, and several of them were impor-
tant meeting grounds for the Syrian tribes or the
scenes of battles for control of the area. Marj Dibiq
served as such a meeting ground in Umayyad times,
and its location gave it additional importance as a
headquarters for organizing expeditions against the
Byzantines to the north. The caliph Sulaymin ibn
“Abd al-Malik used it as a staging area for his raid
into Asia Minor in 717, and he died there the follow-
ing winter. Some sources mention that Umayyad
chieftains and others took refuge there when Syrian
cities were stricken by the plague.

Marj Dibiq figured in a number of later events.
The Abbasid caliph Hariin al-Rashid made his head-
quarters there for a time in 807. In 1064-1065 the
Mirdasid emir Rashid al-Dawla Mahmid ibn Nasr
defeated his uncle “Atiya in a battle at Marj Dibig,
then went on to occupy Aleppo. During the crusades
the plain was often a staging area for operations
against the Franks; it also continued to serve, on 0c-

=M . .
ARIUS VICTORINUS. See Victorinus. casion, as an encampment and battleground.

141




E/'/Wﬁdg//é 7 '% 7(21/(%/\¢/Ve 7/;/~ /'7]/.)’ 7Y Y2 ) 5, /959 a/ 2A7e, s

st

&
3
4
kA
3
%
[og

o

et éf"-’* €J° 4/’-“90*31.953‘4'*-‘-‘9-“5935
; *:\\M( ‘Q\O\'\ / .ﬁ‘\§¥

e

(gq..m.\,\.a dajy»

oJa hu\ .wJa\sJ,SA
u)m...‘,n J’-A-.‘ @J\J,dﬂ‘;)& s

‘o\m}\, N C"’ mL.dncP:’su \i&hﬂ Md)i Cajai

Lf_,.:.w» RN (RN {w,:;uu& oAl chistiie

\‘.J.Ll l)vl.:m“\q_‘xu\ c,.Jl ""“‘ﬁ"‘“# d;,d\ Al ‘o\a.“ C-LLH o

St 0 ok A um.ux u\s fu,.u \»&@; . f\,.m,
4.._43).»:.45 >k_.o,,k.>\>."i (ob).m.-d-ahac s\,ﬂ\ )LS u_,M

S peisie o 3 u" ‘L-m u‘»—- CM*‘ g3l @S
o ighlall Graia

H

in

up \.a.nAd.n.“AU_, c‘ﬁ'ﬂ‘ulm.n&;,“&ooh)& u.-)au.n-ﬂ).\“

4-—‘_9) 'ﬂ'—‘)‘-—‘u".}"-‘&\ ;3.413,.5 Mhy.}yu“ 9 (QG.JE
bl cumias 558, IV o el S 2 C,gm Sullel ] Dl

Lueg58

e P~54



544 MARDJ BANT ‘AMIR — MARD]J RAHIT

483; M. al-Dabbagh, Biladung Filastin, i, Beirut
1965, 50-2 ff.; Y. Porath, From riots to rebellion, the
FPalestinian-Arab national movement 1929-1939, Tel

Aviv 1978, 105-27; K. Stein, The land question in

Falestine 1917-1939..., Chapel Hill and London

1984, 52-60, ff. ‘ (A. CoHex)

MARD] DABIK, a plain near Dabik |¢.2.] on
the Nahr al-Kuwayk in northern Syria. The town
of Dabik, was known to the Assyrians as Dabigu
(Sachau, Z4, xii, 47) and is called AdBexov by
Theophanes (Chron., ed. de Boor, 143, 451 ff.).

For convenience in his campaigns against the
Byzantines, Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Malik moved the
headquarters of the Syrian troops from Djabiya {4.0.]
to Dabik. In 717 with an army under ‘Ubayda he set
out from Mardj Dibik for Asia Minor and on his
return died there in Safar 99/September-October 717
(al-Mas‘adi, Muridj, v, 397 =§2151; Chronica minora,
ed. Guidi, in GSCO, Scr. Syri, ser. iii., vol. iv., text,
234, w. 177). Hardn al-Rashid also encamped in
191/807 on this plain (Syr. Marga Dabek)y and
composed the differences between the Syrian bishops
(Michael Syrus, - Chron., ed. Chabot, iii, 19;
Barhebraeus, Chron. eccles., ed. Abbaloos-Lamy, i,
339). The Mirdasid Mahmid in Radjab 457/ June
1065 defeated his uncle ‘Atiyya on the field of Dabik
and then took Halab (Ibn al-‘Adim, Zubda, ed.
Dahan, i, 206.

When in 491/1098 the Franks conquered Antakiva,
Kerbogha of Mawsil assembled a large army on
Mardj Dabik, with which he laid siege to Antakiya.
(Tbn- al-Athir, x, 188; Abu 'I-Fida®, Ibn al-‘Adim,
etc., in Rec. hist. or. crois., 1, 3, 194 iii, 580). In the
spring of 513/1119, 1I-Ghazi on his campaign against
the Franks crossed the Euphrates at Baddaya (now
Beddai on Sachau’s map) and Sandja and advanced
via Tell Bashir {g.v.], Tell Khalid, Mardj Dabik and
Muslimiyya against Kinnasrin (Ibn al-‘Adim, i1, 187
Rec. hist. or. erois., iii, 616). In Radjab 518/September
1124, Dubays b. Sadaka was defeated by Husam al-
Din Timartish on the field of Dabik (Rec. hist. or.
crois., v, 645). On his campaign against Leo II of
Litle Armenia, al-Malik al-Zahir encamped in
602/1305-6 on Mardj Dabik (Rec. hist. or. cross., v,
155). On Sayf al-Din Tungur’s campaign against the
Tatars to Malatya [g.c.], in which Abu ’I-Fid3’ of
Hama took part, a halt was made on the way back on
the plain of Dabik from 3 Safar 1o 2 Rabi® 11 715/9
May-6 July 1315) (Abu "I-Fida, in Rec. hist. or. crofs.,
i, 3).

On 25 Radjab 922/24 August 1516 was fought at
Mardj Dibik the battle which gave Selim 1 a decisive
victory by which Syria passed for the next four
centuries under Ottoman rule (H. Jansky, Mitter!. z.
osman. Geschichte, i [1923-6}, 214-25) [see also pamik
and KANsAWH AL-GHAWRI].

Bibliography: The geographical texts are
gathered together in Le Strange, Palestine under the
AMoslems, 503; cf. R. Dussaud, La topographic dr la
Syrie antigue et médifvale, Paris 1927, 474, to which
should be added ‘Izz al-Din Ibn Shaddad, AYa#,
ed. S. Dahan, tr. A. M. Edde-Terrasse, index. The
main historical references are: Mas‘adi, Murids,
index; Yahya al-Aniiki, ed. Kratwchkovsky and
Vasiliev, in Patr. or., 442: 1bn al-Athir, ix, 160, x,
188, Ibn al-Adim, Zubda, eéd. S. Dahan, index.

~ (E. Hoxiemany)

MARD] RAHIT, the name of a plain near
Damascus famous in Islamic history on account of the
barttles which took place there.

According to Ibn Hawkal, “a mard] is a wide
cxpanse of land with numerous estates where farge

and small cattle and beasts are raised’””. For M.
Canard (H'amdinides, 204), a mard) is ‘‘the place
where agriculture and gardens cease to be found’’,
Beyond the margj lies the hamdd, the sterile terrain.

Mardj is a term which, in reference to Damascus,
denotes a semicircular zone situated between the
Ghita [g.0.] and the marches of ‘Utayba and
Hidjdjana, and the desert steppe which extends
castwards. In the north, the mard; is bounded by the
foothills of the first chain of the Kalamiin, in the west
by the slopes of Mt. Hermon, and in the south by the
lava bed of the Ladja’ [4.v.] and the Saf3. At the pres-
ent time, this plain forms parts of the muhdfaza of
Damascus. Certain part of the mard; have special
names; amongst these, certain ones have played a
great réle in the history of Syria, sc. the Mardj
‘Adhra®> or Mardj Rahit in the north-east, and the
Mardj al-Suffar [g.¢.] in the south. :

The climate of the mardj is identical with that of
Damascus; at an elevation of 700 m_. above sea level
on average, it receives each year between 300 to 400
mm of rain. In February, after the winter rains, the
region is swollen with water, and it is more difficult to
get around, since the roads and tracks are impassable.
In the spring, the springs situated at the foot of the
first lines of the Kalamin allow the agglomeration of
‘Adhra’ to be irrigated and give enough water to
Mardj Rahit for the grass and flowers to grow in
April. Towards mid-May, the Bedouin come to camp
and to pasture their flocks on the castern border of the
mardi. In August, the grass has disappeared, and the
region is dusty until the first rains of autumn,

According to certain authors, like Muhammad
Kurd ‘Ali, Mardj Rihit is identical with Mardj
‘Adhra’, but for others, Mardj Rzbhit is situated near
€Adhra’, which Yakit mentions as one of the villages
in the vicinity of Damascus. This settlement, which
sometimes give its name to the neighbouring mard;, is
situated between the modern village of Shafiiniyya
and the Khan al-Kusayr at the foot of the Hill of the
Eagle (Thaniyyat al-‘Ukab) on the road from
Damascus to Hims. When going northwards, one
passes by the Kubbat al-Asifir, the Khan ‘Ayyash—
identified with the Khan of Ladjin [g.z.]} built in
690/1291—and the Khin of al-Kusayr. It is to the
south-east of this district that Musil fixes the Mardj
Rabhit. »

In Muharram 13/March-April 634, the general
Khalid b. al-Walid [g.0.] left “Irak in order to take
part, with two other Arab contingents, in the conquest
of Syria. After their defeat at al-Adjnidayn [g.2.], the
Byzantines fell back on Damascus, where they shut
themselves up in Muharram 14/March 635. Khalid b.
al-Walid, having arrived himself at the beginning of
spring in the region of Damascus, drove out the
Ghassanids who were there and installed himself at
Mardj Rahit, to the north-east of the city, which fact
has led somé people to think that he had come via

- Tadmur, Some others think that he took the southern

road via Damar al-Djandal {g.0.]. Whilst Khilid
encamped to the north-east, the general Abi ‘Ubayda
b. al-Djarrah [¢.¢.] deployed his troops to the south-
west in order to besiege Damascus, which had to
surrender in Radjab 14/September 638.

In 64/684 Mardj Rihit was the scene of a great
bartle involving an internal struggle of the Arabs. On
the death of Mu®awiva I b. al-Yazid [g. r.], a complex
crisis ensued over the succession to the caliphate. The
community became divided into two, with the Kaysis,
partisans of ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr [¢.2.] on one
side, and the Kalbis, supporters of Marwin b. al-
Hakam |q.r.] on the other. Whilst an assermnbly
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