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Qara-Sonqur’s pre-eminence became
manifest in 533/1139, when he obtained
the head of Mas‘td’s wazi, replacing him
with his own wazir.

Military  operations, restarted in
541/1146, culminated the next year. By
then, the amir-atabeg of Fars, Boz-Aba,
allied to the great amirs of Rayy and east-
ern Azerbaijan, had Mas‘id totally at
his mercy. Mas‘did devised a boldi’p\lan to
break the stranglehold with the help of his
Turkmen amir, Khass Beg. After his two
allies were assassinated, Boz-Aba occu-
pied Hamadan with the Saljtig princes
Mubammad b. Mahmid (d. 554/1159)
and Malikshah (d. 555/1160) in his cus-
tody. A great battle was fought in nearby
Qara-Tegin involving all the amirs of
western Iran. Boz-Aba’s eventual defeat
saved Mas‘Gd’s sultanate but left him
at the mercy of his saviour, Khass Beg,
who became the sultanate’s new strong-
man, until Mas@d’s death in Hamadan
in 547/1152.

Mas‘ad’s life is relatively well docu-
mented compared to that of other sul-
tans. Beyond the Iraqgi chronicles of Ibn
al-Jawzi (d. 597/1200-1) and Ibn al-Athir
(d. 606/1210), the three key sources are
‘Imad al-Din al-Isfahant’s (d. 597/1201)
chronicle, abridged by al-Bundait
(which contain first-hand accounts by

Antishirawan b. Khalid and ‘Aziz al-Din
Mustawfi, two key figures durinig Masid’s

reign); Zahir al-Din Nishaptui’s Saljig-
ngma (he arrived at Mas‘dd’s court at
the end of the reign); and Najm al-Din
Qumt’s Tarikh-i wuzard’,

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Clifford Edmund Bosworth, The political
and dynastic history of the Iranian world
{a.D. 1000-1217), in CHIr 5:1-202; David
Durand-Guédy, 1147. The Battle of Qara-
Tegin and the rise of Azarbayjan, Der

MADDE YAYIMLANDIKTAN
SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN

MEHMED I

Islam 92/1 (2015), 161-96; David Durand-
Guédy, Where did the Saljugs live? A
case study based on the reign of sultan
Mas‘ad b. Muhammad (1134-1132), Sk
42 (2011), 211-58; ‘Abbas Igbal, Wizarat
dar ahd-i salafin-i buzurg-i Saljigi, Tehran
1338sh./1939; A. C. S. Peacock, The great
Seljuk empire (Edinburgh 2015), 95-100 (with
up-to-date references to the sources); Debo-
rah Tor, A tale of two murders. Power rela-
tions between caliph and sultan in the Saljiq
era, LDMG 159/2 (2009), 279-97.

Davip Duranp-Gutny

Mehmed I Cmobs 2%
Mehmed I (Mehmed, r 816-24/
1413—21) was the fifth Ottoman sultan.
He prevailed over his brothers in the civil
war that followed the defeat of their father,
Bayezid 1 (Bayezid, r 791-805/1389—
1403). He was known as Celebi (“of high
descent,” “prince”). There are two main
historical concerns around the Ife of
Mehmed 1. First is the question of how he
came to triumph over his brpthers in the
civil war that followed the defeat of their
father; Bayezid 1, at the Battle of Ankara
in 804/1402 and Bayezid’s death in cap-
tivity the following year. Second is the
question of how he reunified the Otto-
man Empire under his sole rule and how
the empire -reemerged as the dominant
state in the Balkans and Anatolia after the
crushing defeat by Timur (Timidr Lang,
Tamerlane, d. 807/14035), which resulted
in the disintegration of Bayezid’s empire
of wvassals.
~. During the period known as the Otto-
man interregnum, Mehmed ruled over
parts of Anatolia, initially the prov-

.ince of Rum’ (Ram), from Tokat, Ama-

sya, and then later also Bursa between
804-16/1402 and 816/1402-13. Mean-
while, his brothers Sileyman (Siileyman,
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