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T AL*MAHDI LI-DINALLAH AHMAD
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614/1217, the Zaydi house was split, al-Hadi Yahyi
b. al-Mubsin, a descendant of al-Hadi ila ’l-Hakk
Yahya, declaring himself imdm in Sa‘da, while al-
Mansir's sons asserted their right to the imamate
further south. An attempt to heal this Jong-standing
rift within the dynasty was made by

" 1. AL-MAHDI LI-DIN ALLAH AHMAD B. AL-HUsAYN,
His genealogy would appear to have been clearly es-
tablished by the usually reliable Rasilid genealogist,
al-Malik al-Ashraf ‘Umar b. Yasuf (Twurfat al-ashdab,
ro1-2), as follows: Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Ahmad b.
al-Kasim b. ‘Abd Alladh b. al-Kasim b. Ahmad b. Is-
ma€l b. Abi 'l-Barakit b. Ahmad b. al-Kasim b. Mu-
hammad b. al-Kisim Tardjumain al-Din b. Ibrahim
Tabataba b. Isma‘il b, Ibrahim b. al-Hasan b, al-
Hasan b. €Ali b. Abi Talib.

In 6461248 Abmad proclaimed himself imim in
the fortress of Thuld, north-west of San®3® with
the support of the Banii Hamza Zaydis, his father’s
family, and with the possible connivance of the Ra-
slid fief-holder of $an‘a’, the sultan’s nephew,
Asad al-Din Muhammad b. al-Hasan, whose loyalty
to his family was at best only lukewarm. Ahmad’s
position was strengthened by the murder in 6471250
of Nir al-Din ‘Umar, the Rasiilid sultin, a crime
which may have had the support of Asad al-Din
Muhammad. The latter continued his fickle behaviour
into the sultanate of al-Muzaffar Yisuf, son of Nar
al-Din ‘Umar, at times appearing to support his
family, the Rasilids, against the Zaydi {mam al-
Mahdi Abmad, at times flirting with the latter
and showing open rebellion against the Rasdlids.
The mystery is why such an astute leader as al-
Muzaffar Yiasuf put up with such behaviour, for
his nephew seems to have been able to patch up his
quarrels and disloyalties with his uncle, the sultan,
with no difficulty on more than one occasion. The
position of al-Mahdi Ahmad imprové‘d for a time, for
he was able to take $an‘d’ in 648/1250; although har-
rassed by Asad al-Din, who held the fortress of Bi-
rash close by, he was able to extend his influence
south as far as Dhamir. But within the year al-Mahdi
Ahmad had to abandon San‘a’. Asad al-Din sold him
Birash, but it was on account of this that the final
breach between them occurred. Asad al-Din yet again
made his peace with his uncle, al-Muzaffar Yasuf.
Al-Mahdi Ahmad’s fate, however, was not to be
decided by the Rasiilids but within the Zaydi camp.
Quarrels arose and a rival #mdm, Shams al-Din
Ahmad, was announced in 652/1254 in Sa‘da. In
the next year a Zaydi assembly pronounced Ahmad’s
deposition. He fought on with the remainder of his
followers, but was killed in 656/r258 and buried in
Dhu Bin (invariably written Dhibin in the sources).

Shams al-Din Ahmad, who adopted the official
title of al-Mutawakkil and recognised the Rasiilids
as his overlords, was at once challenged by a rival
tmam in the person of Abi Muhammad al-Hasan b,
Wahhas. A number of other imdms were recognised
before :

X2. AL-MamDI L1-DIN ALLAR AHMAD B. YAHYA
B. AL-MurTApA b. Ahmad b. al-Murtadi b. al-
Mufaddal b. Mansir b. al-Mufaddal b. al-Hadjdjadj
b. ‘All b. Yahya b. al-Kasim b. Yisuf al-Da% b.
Yahya al-Mansir b. Ahmad al-Nisir. The last named
was the son and second successor of al-Hadi ila
'I-Hakk Yahya. After the death of the Imam al-
Nisir $Salah al-Din, killed in 793/1391 when thrown
from his mule which had been frightened by a bird,
a kdagi, ‘Abd Allih b, al-Hasan al-Dawwari, with

other Zaydi notables, continued the Zaydi admi-
nistration for a time on behalf of his sons who were
all minors. The Zaydi “ulama’, however, assembled in
the Djamal al-Din mosque in $an‘a’ and appointed
Ahmad b. Yahya as imdm. ‘Abd Allah al-Dawwari
thereupon had ‘Ali, the son of al-Nisir, proclaimed
tmdm, and al-Mahdl Ahmad and those supporting
him left for Bayt Baws where they were immediately
besieged by the rival imam, Ali. For the remainder
of that year and into 794/139z the two claimants
to the Zaydi imAmate fought for supremacy. Al-Mahdi
Ahmad was caught in Ma‘ar, south of San®d’,
by forces of his rival, “Ali, and languished in prison
until 8o1/1399, a period of over seven years. In that
year he was freed with the help of his jailers. He

‘lived on, however until 840/1437, when he died .

near Hadidja of the plague. Ironically, enough, his
erstwhile rival the Imdm °All died in San‘d’ of the .
plague in that same year.

The choice of Ibn al-Murtada as I'mdm was a mis-
take, inasmuch as he lacked the necessary military
and administrative ability. On the other hand, he
had another qualification in perfection. As a result
of a careful education and a thirst for learning from
his youth upwards, he wrote a great deal, dogmatic,
legal and paraenetic; he was also a poet and worked
at grammar and logic. The kindness of his warders,
who supplied him with ink and paper, enabled him to
compose the law- book al-Azhdr fi fikh al-a’imma al-
athdr (Berlin ms. 4919) on which he wrote a commen-
tary. His most valuable work is still his theoldgical
and legal encyclopaedia, al-Bahr al-zakhkhar (Berlin
mss. 4894-4907) on which he likewise wrote a commen-
tary. Although not the work of an original scholar,
it is a rich and well-arranged compilation, which
deserves attention, if only for the part of the intro-
duction which compares the various religions, as
the distinctions between them are seen from quite
a different point of view to that of al-Ash¢ari or al-
Shahrastani.

About 8o years after al- \Iahdl Ahmad b. Yahya,
from 922/1516 onwards, the Turks had begun to
occupy Yaman and to hold it with varying fortunes
(see Kutb al-Din al-Makki, al-Bark al-yamdni fi
'I-fath al-Uthmani, in S. de Sacy, in Notices et
extraits, iv, 412-504, and A. Rutgers, Historia Jema-
nae sub Hasano Pascha, Leiden 1838). In his struggle
with them al-Mansiir bi’'llah al-Kasim b. Muhammad,
a descendant of al-Hadi in the seventeenth genera-
tion, was able in ca. 1000/1591 to restore the present
imdmate in San’ (see A. S. Tritton, The rise of the
Imams of Sana, Oxford 1925). Of his sons, Muham-
mad al-Mu’ayyad succeeded him. Even in his reign,
but still more after his death in 1054/1644, when his
successor Ismi‘il, another son of al-Kisim, was
making his way with difficulty against his many
brothers and nephews, one of al-Kasim’s grandsons
began to come to the front, afterwards the Imdm

3. AL-MaHDI LI-DIN ALLAH AHMAD B. AL-HASAN
B. AL-KAisim. His father was not Imam, but dis-
tinguished himself in the wars against the Turks and
was also a scholar. In 1048/1639 Ahmad appeared
in- the hills of Wusab; in 1051/1641 he was in Mecca
with many members of his family on the pilgrimage.
Just at the accession of Ismiafil, he set out with
another cousin against San®’. .At first he came to
terms with the Imdm, but then fought in different
places for his own hand, e.g. at ‘Thuld and again in
the Djabal Wusab. In 1070/1659 he won Hadramawt
for Isma‘il, to which the Zaydis had been summoned
by the disputes for the throne. When in 1087/1676



