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al-Mada’inT

Abii  ]-Hasan ‘All b. Muhammad
b. ‘Abdallah b. AbT Sayf al-Qurasht
-Mad&’ini (d. c.228/843) was an impor-
tant Arabic akhbari, composer, and col-
lector of historical and literary traditions,
who lived in early ‘Abbasid Iraq.

1. LiFe

No date relating to al-Mada’inTs life
is known with certainty. The date found
in the sources for his birth is 135/752-3
(al-Marzubani, M, 184). We can treat
this as his approximate year of birth. More
certain is that he was born in Basra. For
the entirety of his life he seems to have
remained within Iraq, albeit in different
cities.

Al-Mad#’ini came from a family of
Iranian descent. They were mawlds of

- ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Samura b. Habib

al-Qurashi (d. 50/670 or 51/671), a com-
mander for the early Muslim armies who

“ fought in the region of Sijistan, Khurasan,

Kabul, and Zzbulistan (Ibn ‘Adi, 5:1855;
Rotter, 104). This connection to ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. Samura gave al-Mada’in
his second nisba, al-Qurashi. Reports
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attributed to him indicate that he knew
Persian.

It is rather well established that
al-Mada’ini lived at some point in al-Kiifa,
studying Mu'tazili theology, hadith, his-
torical traditions, and other subjects (Tbn
al-Nadim, 1:100; Ibn al-Murtada, 15; Sez-
gin, 946). He also stayed in al-Mada’in,
from which he received his nisba, before
moving to Baghdad (al-Khatib, 12:54-5;
Ibn Hamdin, 3:84). Al-Mada’in1 is quoted
as narrating that he was in Basra in the
year 153/770-1 (alJahiz, 2:93), so per-
haps his relocation to Baghdad was after
that—but how much after cannot be said.

In Baghdad, al-Mad#’inT was sponsored
by the singer and poet Ishdaq b. Ibrahim
al-Mawsilt- (d. 235/849-50) - (al-Khatib,
12:55), who, in turn, enjoyed a friendly
relationship with the ‘Abbasid caliphs. It is
probably through Ishaq that al-Mada'ini
himself was able to access the court of the
caliphs. Two literary anecdotes recount his
meeting the caliph al-Ma’min (r. 198~218/
813-33) (al-Marzubani, AMukhtar, 410-1;
Yaqiit, 5:311).

According to the sources, al-Mad#’int
died in Ishag’s house in Baghdad (Ibn
al-Nadim, 1:101). Of the dates given for
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