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LIVADYA — LIVNO
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(M. Kier)

%LIVNO (in pre-modern Slavonic texts, often
/ itten as Hlivno; in older Ottoman texts variously
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written as Hlevne, Ihlivne, etc.), a town in Bosnia
situated at the spur of a mountain at the eastern
edge of the homonymous polje or plain in a very
dry and stony karst landscape on the approaches
to Dalmatia. Today, it is a small local centre far
off the main thoroughfares and little-visited, but in
the 16th and 17th centuries it was a centre of Ottoman
power, seat of the sandjak begs of Klis, and bulwark
of Islam on the western frontiers of the empire.
Until World War I, Livno boasted five domed and
lead-covered mosques from the classical period
of Ottoman architecture, thus ranking second in
Bosnia, immediately after. Sarajevo, in this aspect,
demonstrating the importance which the place once
had- as a centre of Islam.

The town of Livno is an Ottoman foundation from
the early 16th century, whose expansion was greatly
promoted by various members of the sandjak ad-
ministration residing there. The castle of Livno, now a
ruin overlooking the town, is much older. It is
mentioned by Constantine Porphyrogenitus (roth
century A.D.) as Hlediana, one of the eleven fupas
of the kingdom of Croatia, situated on the border
between the Serbian and the Croatian lands. In the
later Middle Ages, Livno belonged to the kings of
Bosnia. It is mentioned as “Grad Hlivanjski’ in
1400 (Miklodié, Monumenta, 248-g). In the first
half of the 15th century, it was ruled by the family
of Vukéié, King Tomas resided in Livno in 1444
{H. Sabanovié, tr., Evlija Celebija putopis, i, Sarajevo
1957, 154). The castle is again mentioned in 1466
as being guarded against the Turks by Vladislav
Hercegovié, a son of Duke (Herceg ~» Hercegovina)
Stjepan (one of Vladislav’s brothers became the later
famous Grand Vizier of Bayezid II and Selim I, Her-
sekoghlu Ahmed Pasha). The Ottomans captured the
castle of Livno between 1466 and 1485. The exact
date is not known, and is an object of controversy,
The Takrir defter no. 18 of 890/r485 mentions Livao
as centre of a ndkiye; it possessed then a civil popula-
tion of 27 families and 26 temporary residents.

In the first decades of the Ottoman period, there
was only one mosque in Livno, the Khiinkar Djami¢,
or Starogradsko DZamija, in the castle, serving the

needs of the garrison: In the first decades of the 16th.

century, a Muslim suburb grew up around the Bala-
gina Mosque (Balagusa), built according to its Arabic
inscription in 920/r514. This building; still preserved,
is the first of the domed mosques of Livno. Soon after-
wards, the DZumanu$a Mosque of Sinan Cawiish from
935/1528-9 was erected, also a domed structure (de-
stroyed in World War II). The open town of Livno
sprang up below the castle on sloping ground, with
the older quarters at the foot of the castle and the
newer ones further down the hill.

Livno remained a ndhiye of the kddilik of Neretva
until some time in the first quarter of the 16th cen-
tury. After the conquest of Skradin in 9281322
(Pedewi ta’rikhi, i, 72), Livno was included in a newly-
founded kddilik, which had the Dalmatian town as
its centre. In 1537, Muradd Beg Tardié (a Dalmatian
convert from Sibenik) captured the fortress of Klis
facing the Venetian base of Split (Spalato) and be-
came sandjak begi of the newly-formed sandjak
of Klis (Petewi, i). As Split was too vulnerably-
situated to suit the requirements of an administrative
centre, the residence of the beg was set up in Livno.
They resided there especially in the latter part of the
16th century, which induced Italian and German
sources to speak of ‘‘the sandjak of Livno”. In 1648,
during the Cretan War, Klis was lost for the Otto-
mans, but the sandfek kept the name of its former
titulary capital.

The second half of the 16th century and first half
of the 17th century was the time of the greatest ex-
pansion of the town. According to the Tapu defter
no. 285, 1-7 and no. 284, 67-73, both from 960{1553,
the “kasaba of Hlivne”, part of the khdss of the Mir-i
Liwd of Klis, Abmed Beg, numbered five mahalles
with 262 households (khdnes) and 170 bachelors
(miidierred), thus totalling ca. 1,340 inhabitants.
Ouly nine households were Christian, and all others
were Muslims. Four of the town quarters were called
after the mosque around which they had sprung up:
Mahalle-yi Diami®i Sinan Cawash, with 50 khdnes,
43 miidierreds; Mahalle-yi Djami®i Hamza, with
35 khdnes and 28 miidjerreds; Mahalle-yi Mesdjid-i
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