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133. al-Lahiei, ‘Abd al-Razzak b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn (6lm. 1050 h. =

- +sT  *abd al~-Razzad,

91-933410

L3hIjI, Fayyiz, d. 16517

Divan~1i Fayydz Lahijl : qasdyid, ghazalIyie,
qita‘it, magnaviyit va rubid‘Iyic / bih ihcimim
va tashih-1 AbG al-Hasan ParvIn ParTshinzidah.
== Chdp-i l. -- [Tehran] : Shirkat-i Intishi-
rat~1 “Ilmi va Farhan T, vibastan bih, Vizdrat-1
Farhang va AmGzish-1 ‘ALY, 1369 {1990)

15, 430 p. ; 24 cm.

Poems,

In Persian; romanized record.

Includes bibliographical references.

Title on added t.p.: The divan of Fayyad
Lahidji.

;Sfxirka:—i Intishirde-1 ‘Tln va Farhang?,
267."
225.00IR ($19.06 U.5.}

Gawhar-i
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chdp va

sn : Sdazman-l
qihran : Sazm Iy
: " he .S.)
“zaratlgég'&]\r 75%0.0.01_3 (vss_o;‘tfo u
ke [' i1l. in r_’ersmh,_éal
T pé * Includes bibh..'ogxiap i
i'ee?;§e;1ces . philosophic@

esting
Islamic theology- For requ
1ibraries only.

1640 m., GAL, 8. 11, 590, Kaljlj_ila V, 218).
Gavhar-i murad (kelim)
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Tavganh nr. 2325 (270 yaprak, ist. XIII. asir).
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Lahiji, ‘Acd al-Razzidq, 17th cent,

Guzldah~ Gawhar~i murad / nivishtah-7i ‘Abd
al-Razzdg LBhI31 ; bd mugaddamah va tawzihdt va
vazhah'ndmah, bi-ihtiman-i Samad Muvahbid. —
Chap-1 1. —- Tihran : Kitdbkhanah—i Tahfici, 1364
{1985 or 1Y86]

15, 405, (13 p. ; 24 cm.

In Persian: romanized record.

Running title: Gawhar-i murad.

Glossary: p. [383}-398,
© Bibliography: p. 406,

Includes index.

1100.00IR (pbk.)

For requesting libraries only.

(Philosophical treatise on Islamic theology;
shiite viewpoint)
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sl Ve Ty ahiji. chapoi L
al-Razzdg Fayyaz Lahl?[ntish'?rat_l
jrehad-i Islaml,

romanized

treatise on

442, Ricuarp, Y. Le Gowhar-e mordd de *Abdorrazzaq Léhiji, these de 3° cxdﬂe
Univ. Paris IV, 1930, 241-125 p. e

Ce travail comprend une présentation claire et documentée du milieu ime!lectalel et de
I'euvre du grand disciple de Molid Sadrd, I'édition du texte du Gt?wlzar-e maf‘ad, et la
traduction des passages principaux. Ce traité, ot Lahiji aborde les principaux Lh.emes doc-
trinaux de la pensée islamique (Révélation, eschatologic, vgonnajssanﬁ:e mé}aphysxque) tente
d’ordonner les apports de la Révélation coranique, de la pensée discursive et de la voie
spirituelle (iériq, soufisme) selon des rapports de compliémentarité. Il représen.te une teptative
intéressante et souvent originale de concilier une démarche soufie, gnostique, avec une

stricte orthodoxie musulmane chiite. P. L.
!/ , L -
~/ CEOW P 2B ne
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ceraa BN B2
b AL | -
\{/5\ L"\ LCn i AL dhwrvverrale
e ——
32} oA Y v‘

G = @@MS\\Q‘
V. Lo, (35436

10933 BINA’I, Mulla (Kamal al-Din).  In praise of Shaikh
) Muhammad Lahiji. Tr. Gliinz,M. Qasida poetry in
X{ . Isiamic Asia and Africa. Volume Two: Eulogy’s !

%—1 bounty, meaning’s abundance: an anthology. Ed.

~ S.Sperl & C.Shackle. Consultant: N.Awde. Leiden:
Brill, 1996 (Studies in Arabic Literature, XX), pp.176-
181;435-436  [Persian text of qasida, with facing
English translation.]
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Neuerscheinungen / Buchbesprechungen 77

sind, Drei Abschnitte aus dem ersten Band dieser Bibliographie (itber Ave-
sta, Altpersisch und Pahlewi) wurden tiberarbeitet, und die Zusétze und
Erweiterungen sind in diesem Band veréffentlicht. Am Ende befindet sich
ein Abschnitt tiber iranische Sprachen und Literatur, der als Anhang schon
dem zweiten Band beigegeben war.

Religion und Philosophie

‘Abd ar-Razzdq b. ‘Ali Ldhigi: Gozide-ye Gouhar-e mordd (Eine Auswahl

aus dem Gouhar-e mordd). Mit einer Einfiihrung, Erlduterungen und Glos-

sar. Hrsg. von Samad Mowahhed. Teheran: Tahuri 1364/1985-86, 15 +

405 S. :

Dieses Buch kann man als eines der besten und umfassendsten bezeichnen,
| die je tiber die islamische Philosophie geschrieben worden sind. Der hier vor-
‘ gelegte Band eignet sich sehr gut fiir den Unterricht an Universititen, da die

getroffene Auswahl dem Gesamtbild der philosophischen, theologischen und

mystischen Themen keinen Abbruch tut. Ausgelassen wurden lediglich die

Widmung fiir Schah “Abbids 1I, Details zur aristotelisch-ptolemaischen

Astronomie u. 4.
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LAHIJT MADDE YAWMLANU%.KTAN

SONRA GELEN DOKUMAN

Liberté ou libération?: A partir des libertés
bergsoniennes, Algiers: Société nationale
d’édition et de diffusion, 1974.

Douleurs rythmées, Algiers: Société
nationale d’édition et de diffusion,
1974.

Le monde de demain: le Tiers-Monde
accuse, Casablanca: Dar-el-Kitab, 1980.

La crise des valeurs, Rabat: Editions Okad,
1987.

Faces et prefaces, Rabat: Editions Okad,
1991.

IBRAHIM KALIN

LAHIJY, ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 1072/1662)

‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Ali b. Husayn Gilani al-
Lahiji was one of the major scholars of the
late Safavid period. Little is known of his
life other than the fact that he was a student
and son-in-law of MuLLA SADrA. He wrote
a number of works on philosophy and phil-
osophical kalam. His overall philosophical
tone is less mystical than that of Mulla Sadra.
Furthermore, he did not fully agree with the
two key ideas of Sadra, that is, the principal-
ity of being (asalat al-wujud) and substantial
motion (al-barakat al-jawhariyya). But he
sought to reformulate the concept of hik-
mat as philosophical wisdom and theology,
a train of thought whose roots can easily be
found in Sadra.

His philosophical works combine ele-
ments from IsN Sma, SUHRAWARDI, Nasir
al-Din ArL-Tust, and his own teacher Mulla
Sadra. His Hashiya-yi Kitab-i Isharat (Gloss
over Ibn Sina’s Isharat) is a commentary
on Tusi’s commentary on the Isharat, Ibn
Sina’s last major work.  Tusi’s influence on
Lahiji is also to be seen in his commentary
entitled Shawariq al-ilbam fi sharb tajrid al-
kalam (The Dawn of Intuition in the Com-
mentary on al-Tusi’s Tajrid al-kalam). This

i " £ o4n
Loble, AbdSrret pale (1100

is probably Lahiji’s most important work in
philosophical kalam. His commentary on
Suhrawardi’s Hayakil al-nmur (Temples of
Light) points to Lahiji’s interest in the Ilu-
minationist tradition. Like Suhrawardi and
Mulla Sadra before him, Lahiji develops
a doctrine of mundus imaginalis (‘alam al-
mithal) as an intermediary stage between the
world of pure spirits/intelligible substances
and the world of corporeal existence. He
distinguishes the world of archetypes from
the world of Platonic Forms by saying that
while the Platonic Forms are completely dis-
engaged from matter and designate “umniver-
sal forms of knowledge,” the beings of the
archetypal world are “particular forms that
are separate from matter but by no means
from all material envelopes.”

Lahiji’s two Persian works are Gawhari
Murad (The Desired Substance) and Sar-
maya-yi Iman (Faith’s Capital). These are
devoted mostly to the development of a phil-
osophical kalam with strong Illumination-
ist and mystical tendencxes In the Gawhar,
Lahiji compares and contrasts the methods
of the philosophers and the mystics without
necessarily opting for one over the other.
Nevertheless, in comparing the two paths
of the “exoteric® (zahir) and “esoteric”
(batin), he says that the former leads one
to the knowledge of God whereas the latter
to the Divine himself. Lahiji also discusses
representational (il# busuli) and presen-
tial knowledge (‘ilm huduri) as two distinct
modes of knowledge.

Lahiji was also a poet of some stature and
wrote a diwarn containing over five thousand
verses. Like many of his colleagues in the
“School of Isfahan,” Lahiji’s poetry is more
mystical than his prose writings.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Shawariq al-ilham fi sharh tajrid al-kalam
Isfahan: Intisharat-i Mahdawi, 1980.

Diwan-i Feyyaz (“The Divan of Feyyaz”),
Tehran: Mu’assasa-yi wa Intisharat-i
Danishgah-i Tehran, 1993.
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6og LAHIDJAN — LAHID]JI

Stepan’ Razin (1668-71), with raids expected against
Persian territory along the Caspian coasts; hence
troops were mustered in Biya-pish, the Ghdaziyin-i
Siff. During the Russian occupationr of GIlan rr36-
46[1724-34, the Russians built two forts at Lihidjan,

dnd the town was once more under Russian domina-

tion during the local Soviet Republic of Gilin in
1920-1. According to thé traveller Gmelin, who was
in Gilan in 1772, L3hidjin had 'seven years previously
submitted to- Hidiyat Khin of Fiman. Kadjar
control ‘'was subsequently - established there, but
the’ last hereditary ‘governor of Lahidjin, Mirza
Ahmad Khin, Salar-{ Mu’ayyad was dismissed by
the constitutionalist govérnment in 1907.

In recent- tim&s, Léh!c_l}in has lost most of its
administrative importance to Rasht, but- still has

considerable commercial importance- as a centre for’

the local Gllan silk and cotton industries and as a’
oentre for citrus fruit growing; tea was first intro-

duced into’ the Caspian region in 1914, and- Tater;’

Rida Shah Pahlavl employed Chinese experts to

start' new" plantatxons near Lihidiin in the-lower’

foothills adjoining the coastal plain {see Adrmfalty

. handbook, Persia, London 1943, 148, 464).

The antiquities of the town iclude various
graves of the Kar-KiyaT Sayyids. Administratively
L3hidjin is now the centre of _a.g@ihn’stdn or district
of the same namé; in_the first province of Iran;

: accordmg ‘to the 1966 census, it had a population

of 25,725 and éa. 5,573 houses {see Razmiri, ed.,

Farhang-t diughrifiya-yi Irdn, i, 270-1, and L. W,

Adamec, ed., Historical gaseterr of Iran. i Tehranw

and Noﬂkwestem Iran, Graz 1976 410).

" Bibliography ~ (in addition to references
given in the article): Primary sources: Yakit,
Bulddn, ed. Beirut' 1374-6/1955-7, vi, 9; Abu

- Kislm Kashani Tarikh- Oldjeytii, B. N. Paris

ms.,’ suppl persaneé 1419, and other mss., see:

Storey, 1, 78, and Storey-Bregel, i, 320-1, now ed.
M.'Hambly, Tehran 1969; continuator of Rashid

" al-Din, in B. Dorn, Ausziige aus muhammedanische -

- Schrifistellern, ~ St: -Petersburg 1858; 138-52;
""Zahir al-Dif ‘Mar‘ashl, Ta’rikk-i Gilin wa Day-
- lamistin, ed. H. L. Rabino, “Rasht 1330/1912;
All' b. Shanis al-Din Lihidji; Ta’rikh-i Khani
{completed in g22/1516 for the Kar-Kiya’1 Ahmad
Khin), ed. Domn, in Mukammedanische Quellen
sur. Geschichie der siidlichen Kiistenlinder des

* Kaspischen - Meeres, ii; St Petersburg 1857 (on
these local chronicles, sée Storey, 1, 362-3, and
Storey-Brege], ii, ‘1076-7).

Secondary sources: D'Ohsson, Histoire des
Mongoles, "iv, 488-97; Ritter, Erdkunde, viii,
544 ff.; P. -Melgunoff, ' Das $iidliche Ufer des
Kasp‘.schm Meeres, " Leipzig 1858, 230-4; Le
Strange; The lands of the eastern caliphate, 174;
W. Barthold, Istor. -geogr. oferk Irana, St. Peters-
burg 1903, 156; Rabino, Les provinces caspiennes
de la Perse. Le Guildn, in RMM, xxxii (1916-17),
291-334, 397 ff. (very detailed geographical survey
of the region); idem, Rulers of Lahijan and Fiaman,
in Gildn, Persia, in JRAS (1918), 85-92; idem,
Les dynasties locales du Glldn et du Daylam, in
JA, cexxxvii (1949), ‘Abbis Kadivar, Ta’rikh-3
Gzlan Tehran 1319/1940. For the coins minted at
Léhigjén, see E, von Zambaur, Die Miinzprdagungen
des Islams, zeitlich und Ortlich geordnet, 1, Wiesbaden
1968, 218. (C. E. BosworTH)

2. Several districts in Persia have however

derived from the stems Ldk and Lar {g.v.]: Lihidi,
an important little town in Transcaucasia west of
Shamikha [see suTrwAx}; Lahidji, a village in

. Khiizistin (?); cf.

the canton of Kurbil in the province of Fars;
Lihidjan, a canton of Mukri Kurdistin {see sawpj-
BULAK], which the Sharaf-nama of Sharaf al-Din

_ Bidlisi, ed. Veliaminof -Zernof, St. Petersburg 1860-

2, i, 280, calls Lardjan. There is a village of Lihidjin
near Ilkhi¢i, south: of Tabrlz, and a village of Lia-

" ridi3n south of the Araxes about 12 miles above the

mouth of the river of Ardabil{Kara-Su). The forms
Lk and Lir may both come from *Ladh (cf. the Old
Persian Mada, which gave Mdh in -Persian and
Mar-kk in Armenjan). According to the dictionaries
{e.g. Vullers) the old name of the town of Lir [§.0.]

- was Lad,Ladh; the silk called kidk is also known as
" Iah (lah however may equally well be explained by
- lds)! The change of @ {dh) to 7 is attested in the
. Caspian’ dialects (it is regular in Tatl; Melgunof,
© Das stidliche’ Ufer des Kaspisched Meeres, 221).

The fact’ that’ we have districts of Lahidiin and
Liridiin in the adjoining provinces of Gilin and

- Mizandarin is remarkable, but still more significant

is the fact that Lahidj of Shirwin represents an
island of Tranian Tat surrounded by Turks {the

- Tat are now found scattered throughout Dighistin,
- the country round Tehran, Adharbaydiin, etc.).

Their present name has a rather general and vague
character, see TA1. The cclony of Lahidi may have

- retained the original dialect formerly spoken in the

metropolis. The name of the silk lidh/lih suggests the

- former existence of a place called Lid, which pro-

duced silk (cf. Yakat, s.v. Lihidj; he says that

. Lahidj produces the silk called “L3ihi dii” which is

not of high quality). With the suffix -i¢, the word
Lih-i& would mean the people of Lid”. It remains

_ to be seen if the region of Lahidian is not the ancestral
home of numerous Lahidi colonies. At the present

day there is spoken in Lihidjin—although with
certain- local pecularities—the Gllaki dialect, ‘but
this parent dialect has' here exercised a levelling

. influence, of which the foreign Turkish was incapable

in’ the case of the people of Lihidj of Shirwin. As
to Lahidjan of Kurdistin, we may recall the hypo-

- thesis of Andreas that the name **Dimla” by which

the Z3z3 call themselves {north of Diyirbakr) is a
metathesis of Délam (Daylam). The emigrations
from Gilan, still' very obscure, certainly penetrated
far to the west. Finally, to the names mentioned
one might add perhaps that of Kal‘a-yi Lihfidj in
Viustawﬁ Ta’rikh-3 gusida,
GMS facs., 240. (V. MinoORSKY)

ALAHIDJI, the nisba of several eminent persons

" connected with Lihidjan [¢.7.] in the Caspian region

of Persia, among whom the following may be men-
tioned.

1. SHAMS AL-DIN MugaMMAD B. Yauvi Girind,
theologian, mystie, and poet of the Timirid-
Safawid period and a renowned shaykk of the Niir-
bakhshiyya Safi order in Shiriz. He joined his

- master Sayyid Muhammad -Niirbakhsh in 849/1445,

and duoring a period of 16 years, under Niirbakhsh's
spiritual direction, accomplished considerable pro-
gress along the SGfi path. After the death of Nir-
bakhsh (869/1464), or even slightly before then,
Lahidji retired to Shirdz, where he founded a Niri
(= Niarbakhshi) khdnakih [¢.v.], and spent much of
his time in mystical exercises and teaching Sufi
doctrines. During this period of retirement, he was
held in great respect not only by scholars such as
Dawani [¢.v.] and Diaml [g.v.], but also by the
Safawid Shih Isma<N I, who paid him a visit at his
kkanakdh in gog/rso3 in Shiriz. Nevertheless, the
biographical data which we can glean frora his own
writings are minimal: a six-months’ stay in Tabriz

’ s
Lk

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM (Mew Edition), vol.5, 1379 Leiden, pp. |




‘ABD-aAL-RAZZAQ B. ‘ALT B. AL-HOSAYN.
LAHIJY, 11th/17th-century theologian and philoso-
pher (and poet under the pen name FAYYAZ). Little is
known about his life; he came from Lahijdan but lived
most of his later life in Qom. His teacher in philosophy
was Molld Sadra Sirazi (d. 1050/1641).1n his works
Lahii frequently refers to him in laudatory terms as
our teacher (ostadona), and his divan contains several
eulogies of him. He does not mention any other teacher.
In onc poem he praises Mir Damad (d. 1040/1630),
stating that his thought had been an inspiration, but
it seems unlikely that Lahii studied with him, at least
for any prolonged period.

LahTi was intimately associated with Molld Sadra
for many years. In a poem composed in Kasan, he
mentions having been Molla Sadra’s student in this
town before the latter departed for Isfahan and
expresses his wish to join him there. He evidently did
study with him in Isfahan for some time. 1t seems likely
that he was also associated with Molla Sadra during
the latter’s seclusion near Qom (said to have lasted
fiftecen years). For, already prior to his teacher’s death,
he mentions in a poem having lived in Qom for over
twenty years. On the other hand, there is no evidence
that he was with Molla Sadra during the latter’s stay
in Shiraz, where he taught for some years belore his
death. Lahiji married one of the daughters of his
teacher. There scems Lo have been some rivalry between
him and the other son-in-law student of Sadra, Moila

e T (), 58— 187
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90 G. Kamp{fmeyer, Eine marokkanische Staatsurkunde,

ments am Schiufl desselben, legt es [das Zeugnis, die fahada) nieder
[untelrschreibt] der Knecht seines Herrn [Notarschnorkel] und ...
und ... [usw. es folgen weitere Notarschnorkel, unterbrochen von
kurzen Sitzen, dafl sich die Unterzeichner den andern Zeugnissen an-
schliefen 1) ]. i

7} In der franz. Ubersetzung folgt wieder (8. 435): Louange 3 Dieu. — En signification
et acceptation des Adoul ci-dessus, a signé: (Signature illisible du Qady).

Die philosophischen und theologischen Ansichten
von Lahigi (ca. 1670)

nach seinem Werke
»Die aufgehenden Sterne der QOffenbarungx,
einem Kommentare zur Dogmatik des Tusi (1273 )

Bearbeitet von

M. Horten.

Vorwort.

Lahigi ist (Fol. 3) Anbinger der Imamiten und betont mit be-
conderem Stolze, dafi deren Prinzipien direkt von den griechischen
Philosophen entlehnt seien ohne Vermittlung der liberalen Theologen.
Lahigi ist aber die griechische Philosophie geniigend unterrichtet.
Die wichtigsten Werke seines Kulturkreises tber diesen Gegenstand
hat er eingehend studiert. Seine Begabung ist jedoch keine tief-
gehende wie die eines Gurgani, Igi oder Schirazi (1640%). Er haftet
mehr an den Worten und logisch glatten Formulierungen als an dem
tieferen Sinne der Lchren. Manchmnal behandelt er in etwas klein-
licher Weise rein philologische Fragen. Seiner Neigung nach ist er
mehr Theologe als Philosoph und legt als solcher mehr Wert auf die
positive Seite der Theologie als auf die Spekulation. Er verhalt sich
darin durchaus anders als die genansuten Theologen. Man empfindet
in allem, daf Lahigi sich fast ausschlieflich rezeptiv verhbilt
Eine produktive Kralt tritt bei ihm nicht hervor. Dennoch bewegt
er sich mit grofier Gewandtheit und vollem Verstindnisse in den vor-
gebrachten Problemen, so dafi man ihn nicht schlechthin als einen
Autorititsgliubigen bezeichnen darf.

Lahigi war Schiler des Schirazi (1640 *, Sadraddin), was aus
einer Glosse des Bazwari (ca. 1800) zu den »wier Reisens, der philo-
sophischen Enzyklopidie Schirdzis (331b Mitte) hervorgeht. Neben
seinem Hauptwerke, das ebenda zitiert wird (in der Lehre von dem
Frithersein der Ursache beziglich der Wirkung), verfallte er eine
Glosse zu einem Werke des Hufri (unbekannt, viell. 1550, von
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Sufism and the School of Isfahan

Tasawwuf and ‘Irfan in Late Safavid Iran (‘Abd al-Razzdaq Lahiji and Fayd-i
Kashani on the Relation of Tasawwuf, Hikmat and ‘Irfan)*

LEONARD LEWISOHN

1. INTRODUCTION

t is generally agreed today that the claim made by both E.G. Browne and
Mirza Muhammad Qazwini that hardly a single Persian poet of merit may

be found during the entire Safavid period, such that “under this dynasty,
learning, culture, poetry and mysticism completedly deserted Persia,”! is no
longer tenable. Although the patronage and support which Persian poets were
offered in Iran were “inadequate compared to India,” for Hindustan “appeared
to offer better opportunities of economic gain to the Persian poets,” scholars
generally acknowledge that the claim made by Browne that poetry and Sufism
in Iran vanished from Persia during this period is greatly exaggerated.? Yet
there is no escaping the fact that the flag of Persian mystical poetry hung at
half-mast in Iran under the Safavids,® while in Mughal India, at least down to

*1 am extremely grateful to Dr Andrew Newman, M.R. Juzi and Terry Graham for their
many constructive comments on earlier drafts of this essay.

' Browne’s Literary History of Persia (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1956-9), 1V,
p. 26, cited by both E. Yarshater, “Safavid Literature: Progress or Decline,” Iranian Studies
(1974 pp. 217, and ‘Abd al-Husayn Zarrinktb in his Dunbala-yi Justujii-yi dar tasawwuf-i
Iran (Tehran: Amir Kabir 1362 A.Hsh./1983), p. 223.

2 Aziz Ahmad in his study of “Safavid Poets and India,” Iran, 14 (1976), pp. 118-19, thus
argues that “there is considerable evidence that most of the Safawid monarchs from Isma‘il I to
‘Abbas II continued to write poetry and to patronize religious as well as non-religious verse.”
3 “With the exception of Muhtasham Kashi and Wahshi Bafq, all the great poets of Safawid
Iran migrated to India, and only one of them, Sa’ib, returned permanently to his homeland,”
Aziz Ahmad points out in his ‘Safavid Poets and India,” p. 122. “In Persia the Safavid period
was a generally unfavourable time for Persian language and literature,” concluded
Dhabthu’llah Safd, Tarikh-i adabiyat-i Iran, 11 (Tehran: Intisharat-i Firdaws 1373 A.Hsh./
1994, 13th edn), V/I, p. 422; regarding which he supposes that the fact that Turkish and not
Persian was the mother tongue of the founder of the dynasty, played a key role (ibid., p. 424).

5 6%~ 13(
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LEONARD LEWISOHN
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-52.
53.

Late Safavid Iran’, in L. Lewisohn and D. Morgan (eds), The Herita ;
Volume I1I: Late Classical Persianate Sufism: the Safavid an)d Mughul PeiZdO{OSz)fq;:li
Oneworld, 1999), pp. 63_134. '
On whom, see Leonard Lewisohn, ‘In Quest of Annihilation: Imaginalization and
Mystical Death in the Tamhidat of ‘Ayn al-Qudat Hamadani’, in L. Lewisohn (ed.)
The Heritage of Sufism: Classical Persian Sufism from its Origins to Rumi (Oxford:’
Oneworld, 1999), pp. 285-336; and A. . Arberry, A Sufi Martyr: the Apologia of
‘Ain al-Qudar al-Hamadhant (London: Allen & Unwin, 1969).

Naftha, p. 173.

Qur. 49:12. Naftha, p. 173.

54. Quoted in Bahir, Sabk-shinast, 111, p. 231.
55. Naftha, pp. 172-3.
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A Sufi Theology Fit for a Shi‘T King:
The Gawhar-i Murad of ‘Abd al-Razzaq Lahiji
(d. 1072/1661-2) |

Sajjad Rizvi

The origins of the Safavid dynasty as a Sufi order pose a basic paradox for our
understanding of the religious history of early modern Iran. The shift from a
charismatic, devotional leadership to monarchy, from pir to shih, meant that
the rulers recognised the conflicts between temporal and spititual authority and
hence organised a vehement persecution of Sufi orders in Iran. However, this
did not mean that devotion to the Shah could not be-expressed in traditional
Sufi formulae nor that aspects of Sufi thought and practice were proscribed in

- the Safavid period as antithetical to the emergent influence of Twelver Shi‘1

jurists. There was no essential conflict between eros and nomos.

This chapter examines the Sufi theclogy of one particular seventeenth-
century thinker who lived in an age when philosophy and mysticism were in
vogue despite the protestations of some jurists, and analyses aspects of his major
work, a summary of philosophical theology with a strong mystical inclination
that was commissioned by Shah ‘Abbas Il (r. 1642-67) himself and dedicated
to him. The text is not just a promotion of Sufi thought at court but also an
implicit plea for patronage from a scholar who was out of favour. One needs to
recognise that discourses about the permissibility of disciplines at court cannot
be divorced from their social and political contexts.

SUFISM IN THE SAFAVID PERIOD

When the Safavids took Tabriz in 1501 and established a state, they set an
uncomfortable precedent of a Sufi order seizing power on the basis of the charis-
matic authority of the shaykh and the devotion of his followers. Sufi orders
needed to be supptessed to retain the paramountcy of the authority of the
Safavid murshid-i kamil. Alongside the suppression of the orders, genealogists
and official chroniclers began the process of inventing a new genealogy of the
kings as Masaw1 sayyids so that the charisma of descent from the Prophet could
bolster their claims to exclusive, charismatic authority.! The invented nasab
became commonplace at the very latest by the middle of the sixteenth century.”
As such the stress on descent from the Prophet provided Safavid legitimacy and

— 83— Ao




@if,? fkmw H é%,iﬁj{jff:@ﬁ NN Ve e
";—Mw\gwl > gj;., 8w — 2409
Ul e g R LTI TR
: 1661/1072
S 5972 o, gy G e s
e eS¢ 352/3 ey S0 56711 i
(218/5:,05u
o il
S CCUt R (U RITRTS P
— 172 6,, 1597 3, i
() o8ty F 5 J U Jst = 2
¢ 1249 3, ol aeid
() Tae iy Y J o 5~ 3
¢ 1275 3, sasl anad s 1058-1052 i =0
«270%,,2325 rsjgu;ﬁ:

MADDF - :miANDIKTAN
- SOwe Toeneimgg

i GV Y
= e :}%ﬁm : 92

Clyia b 5392 gall il phidiall anaa tagly o ) thJg;s .
, ISAM 141628 [y.y.,t.y.] G s 5l Jsailicd ;






