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Les Kulouglis: Des Algériens descendants des turco-
ottomans. Histoire de la fusion d’une ethnicité ottomane
dans Pidentité algérienne

KAMEL FILALI (Constantine)"

Les Janissaires turcs et les ‘uludj (renégats), bras séculiers de la Porte, établis en Algérie pour
étendre le pouvoir ottoman a I'Afrique du Nord, se sont mélés  la société en épousant des femmes
algériennes. Ce brassage a conduit 4 la najssance d'une mouvelle classe sociale des personnes
métissées, les Kul oughlu’, en Algérie appelés communément les Kulouglis.

Au terme des trois siécles de présence ottornane leur nomtre s'est considérablement développé
pour dépasser celui de leur péres, les Turcs. Au XVIIIe siécle, parmi les 50000 habitants de la ville
d'Alger plus de 16000 personnes étaient des Kulouglis contre sculement 14000 Turcs d'origine et de
fonction. L'orientaliste et interpréte de Napoléon Bonaparte, Venture de Paradis, prétendait qu'il y en
avait beaucoup plus au XVIle siécle et que leur nombre avait climinué i cause de la peste qui avait
frappé Alger & deux reprises®.

Jusqu'a 12 fin du XVIle siécle, ils constituaient une population exclusivement urbaine. Ils étaient
nombreux notamment 4 Alger, Blida, Médéa, Tlemcen, Oran, Constantine, Mila etc., enfin ils étaient
partout ol il y avait une garnison.

A Dar al sultan (la Maison de la couronne), les premiers Kulouglis constituaient une brillante
€lite. C'était une classe sociale tissée d'éléments originaux; elle sut joindre la richesse héritée de leurs
péres — que tout janissaire amassait au cours de sa carriére — et la noblesse du c6té de leurs meéres’.

Ainsi, les janissaires en service a Alger recherchaient des; épouses parmi les familles Baidi
(Maures ou citadines) les plus illustres, en I'occurrence des familles de l'aristocratie religieuse des
Shorfa. Une alliance d'intéréts qui liait ainsi les Turcs aux autcchtones. Elle était aussi recherchée
par ces derniers non seulement comme une sorte de protection contre arbitraire de leurs congénéres
(Turcs) mais aussi pour angmenter leur influence dans les affuires et pour avoir une plus grande
légitimité afin de s'introduire dans le systéme udjagien (Ugag=fo yer).

Ethniquement donc bien arrangés, I'évolution socio-historique et leur pullulement dans le milien
urbain leur avait permis de prendre conscience de leur identité ainsi que de leur position parmi les
privilégiés. Quoi qu'ils étaient des rentiers-nés qui émergeaient dans I'étalage des richesses et les
tumultes des affaires, ils ne pouvaient rester indifférents & la iégitimité pluridimensionnelle que
venait de leur procurer leur statut de fortunés. Dés Ia premiére génération, les plus ambitieux et les
plus puissants d'entre eux réussirent briguer le poste de Bey. Hassan Pacha fils de Kheirreddine,
devint beylerbey en 1546*. Mais ils ne furent jamais promus aux postes supérieurs ni aux rangs hauts
de l'armée, tels que le grade d'dgha al Inkishariya, (colonel des Jjanissaires) Agha al sbayhiya
(colonel des spahis), Bash-dschibachi (intendant général des camos). Les Kulouglis n'étaient pas non
plus admis dans le corps des Khudja de I'Ugag , un corps qui n'était en fait composé que de Turcs
levantins, c'est & dire de Turcs d'origine, et ils étaient loin d'accédar an poste de Dey’.

La deuxiéme génération des Kulouglis participait plus ou moins aux affaires publiques, mais
W'était toujours pas reconnue comme classe ayant droit aux priviléges des hautes spheres de I'Etat. En
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relation to Islam, in Numen, xil (1965), 96-138;
Fahim Qubain, Education and science in the Arab
world, Baltimore, 1966; Waardenburg, Les uni-
versitds dans le monde arabe actuel, The Hague-
Paris 1966; idem, Enseignement supéricur et cul-
ture arabe, in Renaissance du monde arabe, Gem-
bloux, Belgium 1972, 533-51. See also the bibliog-
raphy under DjAmita.
(J. D. J. WAARDENBURG)
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KULLIYYE (1.), in Ottoman usage the complex
[ of buildings with varying purposes centred round

a mosque. The concept of a kiilliyye was inherent
in the earliest form of the mosque or dj@mi® where
one building housed the place of prayer and teach-
ing as well as serving as a hostel [see EI!, art.
Maspyin]. Later, other services were incorporated
under one foundation document, and each was
housed in its own building within an enclosure. This
did not preclude the foundation of hospitals, etc., as
separate institutions, as in 7th{13th century Anatolia.
The early grouping of a killtyye was often due to
the contours of hillsides or the irregularities of the
site donated, as with the royal foundations at Bursa
in the 8th/r4th centuries. In the late gth/15th century,
the great ordered kiilliyyes of the Ottoman dynasty
were founded, in particular those of Bayazid II at
Amasya and Edirne, the latter devoted to all aspects
of medicine including the training of students. While
each element of the foundation was separate, the
buildings, their courts and parterres were conceived
as an architectural whole.

The greatest of these kiilliyyes were built in Istan-
bul by Mehemmed II Fatih and Siilayman I {(Kinini).
The latter incorporated seven madrasas, four for each
of the Sunni law schools, a preparatory college and
one for studying the Hadith and a medical school.
Besides these with their courts, latrines and two
houses for teachers or mudarrisin there was a school
for boys, a chantry, a hostel with stables, a bath or
hammdm, the mausoleum of the sultan and that of
his consort in a cemetery, rooms for mosque servants
over gateways, a large kitchen and refectory with
store-rooms attached, a wrestling ground, and in the
vaults supporting the vast platform on which these
many buildings were erected, there were ironsmiths,
cafés, button shops and other workshops. The one
pavilion lacking was the usual royal kasr with
access to the maksira or royal lodge (Rhiinkdr
mahfili).

Each and all of the charitable services had to be

staffed, and detailed foundation documents regulated
every duty, item of diet or salary. Besides the ad-
ministrative officers who came under the chief
eunuch in the department of the harem at Topkapi
Sardyi, there were religious officers and teachers,
porters, chanters, grave diggers, servants responsible
for maintenance, including the polishing of court-
yards and window grilles, cooks, scullions, plumbers,
lamp-lighters, a guard against the theft of oil for
famps, carpenters, masons and tilers responsible for
the lead sheets covering well over 500 domes. The
kitchens coped with the feeding of this company. as
well as the students and travellers and the poor;
the scraps were given to the dogs. All these services
required a considerable supply of water, and the
cost of laying pipes and rebuilding agueducts ex-
ceeded that of building the foundation. The initial
building costs and the endowment needed to maintain
so vast a foundation were raised by public dub-
scription, including the gift of various properties,
ranging f{rom entire estates to a mill or one cottage.
The donors ranged from the ruler, who might assign

the revenues of a part of the realm through office
holders of greater and lesser rank, to the common
people.

Bibliography: Two important early sources
on the Ottoman killiyye (kiilliye) are the Hadikat
al-diewdms®, in von Hammer, Histoire, and Ewliya
Celebi, Seydhat-name, Istanbul 19o8-38. General
works which refer to examples are many, and
include K. A. C. Creswell, The Muslim architecture
of Egypt, Oxford 1958; A. Gabriel, Les monuments
turcs d’ Anatolie, Paris 1931-4; idem, Une capitale
turque: Brousse (Bursa), Paris 1958; A. U. Pope, A
survey of Persian art, London 1938; G. Goodwin,
A history of Ottoman asrchitecture, London 1971;
O. Aslanapa, Turkish art and architecture, London
1972. See also works concerned with adminis-
trative history, such as Gibb and Bowen, Islamic

society and the West, i[1-2; R. Mantran, Istanbul”

dans la seconde moitié du XV1le siicle, Paris 1962
and idem, La vie quotidienne 4 Constantinople au

temps de Soliman le Magnifique et ses successeurs,
XVe et XVII* siécles, Paris 1963. Ahmet Refik ™
Altinay’s researches into the orders-in-council are -~

important and are published as Hicri onikinci
asirda Istanbul hayais, Istanbul 1930; Hicri
onbirinci aswrda Istanbul hayats, Istanbul 193z,
Hicri XII1. asirda Istanbul hayats, Istanbul 1932;
and 6. asirda Istanbul hayats, Istanbul 1935. Two
major works of O. Ergin are Tiirk jsehirlerinde
imaret sistems, Istanbul 1939, and Fafih imareti

vakfiyess, Istanbul 1945. The journal Vaksflar- -

Dergiss, published intermittently, is a scholarly
source. In the first number, Ankara 1939, appeared
H. Kunter, Ti#rk vakiflar ve vakfiyeleri, and
A. S. Unver, Fatih kiilliyesine ait diger muhim bir
vesika, and in No. ii, Ankara 1942, F. Képriila
published L'institution du vakouf, and S. Yalta-
kaya, Kara Ahmed Pasa vakfiyesi. Other recent
works have been M. T. Gokbilgin, XV.-XVI.
asirlarda Edirne ve Pasa lwass: vakiflar, miilkler,
mukataalar, TIstanbul 1952; S. Eyice, Gebze'de

Mustafa Pagsa kiilliyesi, in Bilge, x (120), Istanbul, -

March 1957; T.Oz. Istanbul camileri, Ankara

1962-5; M. Akok, Kayseri Huand mimari kiilliye-

sinin rolovess, in Tiirk Arkeoloji Dergisi, xvifx,

Ankara 1967. See also the article Waxr in EJL,

(G. Goopwin)

KUL-OGHLU (1.) “son of a slave”, in Ottoman
usage, more specifically the son of a Janissary,
admitted to the pay-roll of the corps; for further
information see YENI CERL ’

In the period of Turkish domination in Algeria
and Tunisia, the word kuwlughli/kulughli and, with
dissimilation, Aurughlifkurughli (pl. kulughlin/ku-
lughlan, kurughlinfkurughlan/kraghel; French kou-
louglt and variants) denoted those elements of the
population resulting from marriages of Turks with
local women. They were fairly numerous at Tunis,
Algiers and Tlemcen, and in the towns which had
Turkish garrisons, such as Médea, Mostaganem, etc.
In Algeria, they lived in special quarters, and were
rather looked down upon by the urban population
{kadar}), who would not give them willingly their
daughters in marriage. The rules of the odjak [g.v.]
did not allow them to rise to higher levels, and they
often endured harassment from the authorities. A
considerable number of them also became mingled
with the rural population and took up agriculture,
especially in Tunisia. After the conquest, those who
lived in Algeria were the target for hostility from
the tribes, and many of them enrolled in the locally-
tecruited bodies of troops. They subsequently be-
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Kuzey Afrika'nin 16

asirda Tiirk haklmlyctme ‘

girmesinden sonra, 20.
ylizyila kadar
Anadolu'dan bu tilkelere
devamli bir gb¢ yasandi.
Gidenler, genellikle Bat1
Anadolu'lu genglerdi ve
asker olmak igin
gogediyorlardi. Bu Tiirkler
oralarda evlenip
kendilerine yepyeni bir
hayat kurdular, gocuklar1
'Kuloglu' diye bilindi ama
biz, herseyleriyle bizden
olan bu soydaglarimizi
oralarda unuttuk ve higbir
zaman hatirlamadik.

Ahmet KAVAS

W TARIH —-
- Kuzey
Afrika’da
unuttugumuz
- ‘Kuloglu’
- denilen§
SOY( aslarlmlz

vrupalilar, Osmani
Imparatorlugu'nu 'Asya Tirkiyesi', 'Avrupa
Tiirkiyesi' ve 'Afrika Turklyes1 diye iige
ayiriyorlardi.

Afrika Tirkiyesi" nd}.kl Cezayir, Tunus ve
Trablusgarp'in, yani bugunku Libya'nin
imparatorluga katilmalari, asitlarca muhafaza
edilmeleri ve son dénemde Fransa ile ftalya
tarafindan birer somitrge haline getirilmeleri,
diger eyaletlerin gegmislerine pek benzemez.

iste, belki de bu farklihiklar: sebebiyle bu
eyaletler bizim tarihimizde neredeyse hig yer
almamus gibi adeta unutulmaya terk edildiler.
Halbuki herbiri birer’Miisliiman memleket olan
Kuzey Afrika'daki bu bolgelerin 16. asrin 2.
basindan itibaren Osmanh idaresine
alinmalannin temel sebebi, yedi asiriik
Endiiliis'iin Hiristiyan Avrupa karsisinda yasadigt
yok olma dramint yasamamalar idi. Mesele
sadece Osmanlilarin bu eyaletlere koydugu
adlaria yasamalarindan ibaret degildi ve yerli
halkin varlik miicadelelerinde en biiyiik katki
Tiirkler'e aitti. Osmanhlar, Kuzey Afrika'min
Hiristiyanlasmasint 6nlemislerdi.

Yerli halk: Berberi-Arap karigirm olan Kuzey
Afrika'da Osmanh Tirkleri nasil olmustu da bir
taraftan giiclii Avrupa devletlerine, diger taraftan
da mahalli idarecilere kars1 direnerek buralan
Istanbul'a bagl tutabilmislerdi? Basta insan giicii

olmak iizere eyaletlerin biitiin giderleri nereden
karsilantyordu? Yerli halk nasil olmustu da
asirlarca sinirh sayidaki bagkaldirilar: disinda. .
Osmanli Padisahi'nin tebaasi olarak kalmist1? s

Bu sorularin cevaplari belki de su ciimlede
gizliydi: "Terlemeden mal kazanacak solumadan
can verecek yigitler araniyor.'

Astrlarca Anadolu'dan Afrika Tiirkiyesi‘ne
ddniisii olmayan maceralar igin yigitler akin
ediyorlardi. Heniiz 1510 yillarda Akdeniz'de
kendi baslarinda dolagan Tiirk denizcileri, Bat
Anadolu'dan saflarina daima yeni neferler
almaktaydilar. Bu gelenck Yavuz Sultan Selim
zamaninda iyice oturduktan sonra, 20. asrin
basina kadar dirt asir boyunca devam etti.

MAL UCUZ CAN PAHAL

Kisaca "Garp Ocaklart, yani ‘Bau Ocakiari’ da
denilen Trablusgarp, Tunus ve Cezayir
eyaletlerinin basta {zmir olmak iizere Antalya ve
Istanbul'da 'vekilleri' bulunmaktaydi. Bunlar
devrin padigahindan ferman aldiktan sonra
fzmir, Manisa, Aydin, Mugla ve Antalya
kadilarina ve diger idarecilere yazdirdiklars

hitkiimler dogrultusunda ilanlarla 'kolay mal

kazanacak yipitler' kaydettiriyorlard.

Zor kullanmadan ve tamamen kendi
rizalariyla kaydolan yigitler gemilere
doldurularak ocak merkezlerine gétiiriiliiyorlar,
iig yillik egitimden sonra ‘eski yoldas' olmay1 hak



