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AZIZ A.BATRAN
any question, had it not been for my ignorance, and had it not been : ‘ P2 Ak P
for ‘the Word of the Almighty: "As;cj11 for those who possess the N ~ 7 7L, 4 hne ) 4 L’Ult/) i LL% ﬁﬁ’
Message". Part of Q 16: 43. You are the shining sun of the Maliki A {y&@
school. May Allah not deprive us of your comprehensive answers K@ k\b‘} SHAYKH SIDI M'HAMMED AL-KUNTI
and of your curative medicine. ... Those who do not know the truth ‘ UNE FIGURE OU‘fII}IgIIEXg l.]S‘ I%%%é,RA OCCIDENTAL
are the same as unhealthy individuals seeking a cure from physicians. E '
Students benefit from their instructors, who are duly rewarded by the Zj};ﬁjﬁf }Z thrpotogie scile

CNRS, Paris

Creator. I seek the truth from the leading authorities of our time, both
Malikis and Shafi‘is. I knock on their doors, and beseech them to o
comment on these papers. Although the inquiry is addressed to the N S
Shaykh of the Malikis, our master, al-Imam Salim as-Sanhiiri I

al-Maliki in particular, I have not excluded any qualified scholar ...
You rhave encouraged me to correspond with you. Now that I was
queried about the legality of this plant, I decided, before giving an el

answer, to consult with you, notwithstanding that I believe- that
tobacco is 13&?1 in accordance with the ga‘ida of al-Qarafi. T await ‘?T““" - les régions septentrionales du Sahara occidental qui nous intéressent
: ici, aux confins de 1'Algérie, du Maroc et de la Mauritanie, cette

your answer ... (£.101) ... 4 ) '

Selon une lecture coloniale, légitimatrice de la conquéte

européenne, les populations sahariennes, mais la méme lecture est

faite d'autres histoires africaines, auraient connu au XIXe siécle un
déclin économique et social qui justifie et explique I'occupation armée

de ces terres étrangéres au nom du progres et de la civilisation. Dans

At this poiat we conclude al-Hikayd al-Adabyya wal-Risala | lecture but-e sur le.s résistanc.:e's’locales\ + il faut :clt‘tendre 1934 pmfr que
al-Talbyya ma‘a al-Ishara ai—Shajaryya Writton by Ahmad ibn Abd : cejs «confms‘» soient «pacifiés» a?res une résistance-acharnée des
Allah, ’ ; tribus sahariennes ; une génération plus tard, dans un nouveau
. contexte politique, ces tribus manifesteront & nouveau leur
irrédentisme. Ces irréductibles nomades, loin de se situer aux marges
de la «civilisation» européenne, ont en fait connu, dans la seconde
partie du XIXe siécle, une remarquable évolution qui se traduit par
leur insertion dans le marché mondial, en fournissant I'Europe en
~ plumes d'autruche et autres artefacts africains. On sait mieux
aujourd'hui que cette période correspond & un ultime développement
du commerce transsaharien (Newbury, 1966) qui se réorganise a
partir des comptoirs européens sur les cdtes d'Afrique : Saint-Louis 2

sho FE-12Y

al-Maghrib al-Ifrigs, ne 1, 2000 i . al-Maghrib al-Ifrigt, n° 1, 2000 lZa(éa//
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' thet Al-Had; Umar AlRPUil tHere.” Durihg NisDunndy 5 Jeald Ui stamuug™ T T

for leadership, c. 1829-1846-7, the policy of the Kadiri leadership of the
Kunta was to get the policy of the ruiers of Mamdullill flexible in
order to appease the Tuareg and to gain peace for the ares of Timbuctu.
Shaykhu Almadd I of Macina (1817-1846) dit not respond to the
siadiri leadership’s aim. Alter he succeeded to the government of Mucina,
Ahmadu IL { 1846-52 ) agreed to Al-Bakkay's propusals for internal inde-
pendence for the district of Timbuctu. This was such a major concession
that hiamdullani wnder the rule of Amada IL could not tolerate any
further flexibility for the Kunta leaders. The treaty of 1846 between
Al-Bakkiy and Ahmada II for internal independence murked an ead ol
perpetual cycles of violence, under which the tribes of the area of
Tispuctu had lived for more than ten years, (2) In the following year,
Al-Bakkay visited Hamdullahi in a vain attenpt to persuade Shayih
AQhmada I to show flexibility and tolerance in freedom for the Tobucco
trade; in less taxes, Itharadj on lands, especially those taxes which were
livied from certain places and imposed only on certain categories of
people; and in cancelling the requirements of the veil for women, pac-
ticularly the women of peasants, € Al.Fallahin », (3)

Al-Bakkay was amongst those leaders in the Western Sudan, like
Sa'id b. ‘'Ibrahim of Jenne and others who saw no need for Islamic
reform to be implemented through fighting. The Shaykh was against the
Jihid movements of his time. He detested completely the Tidjani Jihdd
of Al-Hadj Umar, and preferred the rather ¢« mature » (4) Jihdd of Boraou
and Sokoto, to the more zealous Jihdd of the Lobbos of Mucina. Contrary
to some rumours, Al-Bakkay was not aguinst the Lobbos all the time,

{*) This is sn outline on the conclusion’ of & 1974 P.H.D. Thesis « ‘Ahmad Al-Bakkdy
his potical and roliglous sole

Al-Kuntl of ‘Timbuctu — An historical study of
on Universily by Abdelkador Zcbadia

11847 - 1866) ». Presented recently in the Lond

of Alglers University (hilstory department).

1. - BNP — Bibliothéque Nationale dc Paris,

1I. - BII* — Bibllothéque do l'lnstitul de France.

MIL. - IFAN — lustitut Fondamcitale or Fraanguls de I'Afrique Nolre.

1V, -« BBT — Bakkdlyya Books of ‘Timbuctu,

V. - BNA — Bibliothéque Nutlonule d’Alger,

VI. - PRO — Public Record oifice, London. .

Vil. - BCEHAOF — Bulletin du Comité des érudes historiques o scientifiques av

VAfrique Occidentale Frangaisc.

VI1iI. - AGR — Archives générules de Rubat, also known as Al-Kblzdng Al«'Ammes.
(1) Cf, Al-Bukkdy 1o Al-Had Umar in BNP (Paris); Barih, Travels... 1457 - 8, V, 163,
(2) Cf. Bldt Al-Mukhlar Ag-Bughlr Al-kuntl Bhuykh Ahmedd I, In BIF (Para);

Burih, op. eit, 1V, 435 .
(4) C1. Ahmadu II's report 10 the Amir Qburuba sald, in BIF; Bas snd Duget, 'Ewm-

pire Peul du Mucina, 1, 1962, 284.

FANDAKAR); to Ahmad0 111 of

(4) Cf. Al-Bakkdy 10 8hykb Umnr of Bornu in (1
Mucine, 1o BNA (Algiors); snd to Mubwinmad lbo ‘Ahmsd As-e0il, 1o BNP,

Abbreviations as follows

Vonkt, Momed.

addos o Hilal Qe 0

A 0/”/7%—/7



118 CHAPTER THREE
MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 3593.

5. al-Tar@if al-sughra
See Brown (1967a), no. 1.

4

BABA AHMAD b. AL-MUKHTAR AL-SAGHIR 9%
1. Q.fi’l-radd °ala 'l-Ghalads
MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 994.

‘UMAR b. MUHAMMAD b. AL-MUKHTAR al-Kunti b. c. 1820, d. c.
1895.

Marty (1920), 1, 116-17.

He settled in Adrar-n-Iforas where he built a fortified village and zawiya.

His eldest son Si. Muhammad preached jihad against the French, but

died in 1896 and was buried next to his father at In Settefen. - ,j)
Q\

1. Manziama fi dabt al-nafs ++

MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 2440.

“URWA b. MUHAMMAD b. AL-MUKHTAR al-If/LJnﬁ
1. al-Manhaj al-qawim ila 'l-sirat al~mustaéim/
MS: Timbuktu (MMHT), 476. A o3 ,q_g() : \;
AHMAD al-BAKKA°I (or -BAKKAY) b. MUHAMMAD b. al-
MUKHTAR al-Kunn al-Wafi b. ¢. 1803, d. 15 Ramadan 1281/ 12
~ February 1865 —— =
Muhammad al-Hafiz al-Tijani, Tat]amat Mawlana al-Shaykh Mulaminad al-Hashimi, 7,

Izalat al—rayb 47~8 Marty (1920), i, 85-97; Zabadia (1975), EI (2), v, 393-5; Barth

(1965), iii, 308 ff.; Ould Ely (1985); Charles C. Stewart, art. “al-Bakka*T al-Kunti” in
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, i, 182-4.

He studied with his grandfather Si. al-Mukhtar and with his father S7.
Muhammad. He succeeded to the religious and political leadership of the
Kunta of Azawad on the death of his elder brother al-Mukhtar al-Saghir,
but was challenged by his nephew Hammad who continued to lead a
portion of the Kunta in opposition to al-Bakka1’s leadership. He
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negotiated a pact with the Fulbe of Masina in 1846 under which the
administration of Timbuktu remained in Songhay hands, but with a
Fulbe gadr and tax-collector who supervised the payment of the tribute
agreed upon. '

Al-Bakka®] established a zawiya in Timbuktu, but later moved it to the
nomadic encampment known as al-Hilla, due to some discontent with
the institution in Timbuktu. He then divided his time between al-Hilla
and Timbuktu. In September 1853 he received the German traveller-
Heinrich Barth and gave him his protection against both local elements
and the demands of Sh. Ahmad III (Amadu Amadu) of Misina to hand
him over to him. When Barth left Timbuktu eight months later al-
Bakka®i accompanied him to beyond Gao and gave him a safe-conduct
document (see Barth (1965), iii, 764~7) which served to protect him all

[the way to Bornu. Although he at first corresponded diplomatically with

the Tijani conqueror al-hajj *Umar, in 1861 al-Bakka®i went on the
attack and joined forces with contingents of the defeated Fulbe of
Misina to besiege Hamdallahi. Al-Tijani, son and successor of al-hajj
“Umar at Bandiagara turned the tables on the Kunta-Fulbe alliance. Al-
Bakka®i died during an attempted. counter-attack at Sarédina, and was
buried there.

1. Adiya
MSS: Timbukiu (CEDRAB), 514, 515, 4041.

2. Adfiya mangima

(i) Opens: Allahu Allahi rabbi la sharzka lahii * Man ahsan al-khalga
tagdir®® wa-ajmalahii. 38 vv.

MSS: MAMMP, 8.4, 281-2; Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 307(i),

Also: Timbuktu (CEDRAB) 338 (2 poems), 2423 2803 (2 poems).

3.  Bughyat al-alf fi jawab Ibn Yirkoy Talfi |

Reply to the attack on al-Bakka®i in a poem called Tabkiyat al-Bakka’t
by al-Mukhtar b. Wadi®at Allah [Yirkoi Talfil, g.v.), a former Qadirl
shaykh who had joined the Tijaniyya.

MSS: MAMMP, 8.4, 228 (table of contents only); Timbuktu
(CEDRAB), 4860 (20 ff., lacks beg.).

Compiled John O. Hunwick, Arabic Literature of Africa: the Writings of
‘Western Sudanic Africa,, c. IV, Lexden E. J. Brill, 2003. iISAM 200716
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THE OXFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THEIrgIO]aERN ISLAMIC WORLD,Volume, 1.
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- BAHRAIN

120,000 (figures from the Canadian Baha'i Office of
Public Information, March 1994.) The largest Baha’l
community is in India. N

[See also Babism; and the biographies of the Bab and
Baha’ Allah.)
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KURNTE, Alaeed

BAKKA’l AL-KUNTI, AHMAD AL- (c. 1803~
1865),- Sudanese religious and political leader. Ahmad
al-Bakka'i inherited the religious and economic influ-
ence of the Kunta confederation in the Timbuktu region
of the West African Sudan in the years 1847-1865 and
was titular head of the Qadirlyah tarigah in West Africa
during that period. He was a grandson of Sidi al-Mukh-

tar al-Kunt (d. 1811), patriarch of the Kunta Awlad

Sidi al-Wafi to whom most strains of the Qadiriyah in
West Africa are traced. He worked closely with his elder
brother, Sidi al-Mukhtir al-Saghir ibn Sidi Muhammad,
who succeeded at his father’s death in 1824 as principal
shaykh of the Kunta until his own death in 1847. Dur-
ing this period the autonomy.of Timbuktu and environs
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P. Iradiel, Evolucién de la indusirie texiil ... ss.
XIII-XVI ... en Cuenca, Salamanca 1974, 44-5;
S.- Cirac Estopaflan, Regisiros ... Sto. Oficio de
Cuenca, Cuenca-Barcelona 1965; B. Loupias, La
pratique secréte de PIslam dans ... Cucnca, in
Hésp.-Tamuda, vi. (1965), II5-31;. M. . Garcia-
Azenal, Inquisicién ... de Cuenca, Madrid 1978.
) {(MARIA J. VIGUERA)

.~ EKUNSUL [see consuL].
KUNTA (sometimes pluralised as Kanita), a
ghly ramified Arabic-speaking tribe widely
dispersed over the southern Sahara from Taganit in
Mauritania to the Adrar-n-Ifoghas in eastern Mali
and beyond. Their own genealogies claim descent
from €Ukba b. Nafi¢ al-Fihrl [g.0.], to whom they
attribute a series of exploits in and beyond ancient
Ghana as far as Takriir. According to the so-called
Ta’rikk Kunta (tr. in 1. Hamet, Notice sur les Kounta),
SIdI °All, a descendant of Ukba, married the daughter
of Mubammad b. Kunta b. Zazam (or Zam), chief of
the 1d Oukal (Ibdiikal/Abdfkal) fraction of the
Lamtiina Berbers, allegedly in the early gth/rs5th
century. Their son, Mubammad, married into another
Lamtiina group, the Tidjakant, as did also his son
Ahmad al-Bakk3l. It is from the latter’s three
sons that all the branches of the Kunta derive. Thus,
even by their own accounts, the Arab element in
Kunta stock would appear small, and, significantly,
their eponym is Berber. Their zawdyd (non-warrior)
status, too, is indicative of Berber origin and, like
most such groups in the western Sahara, they
probably acquired an Arab pedigree along with the

The period from the mid-roth/16th century, when

Wam is
aid to have died, until the early rzth/18th century
seems to mark the emergence of the Kunta as a
distinct and relatively large tribe, their numbers no

_ doubt being augmented by the acquisition and _
eventual integration of tributaries and slaves. They

appear to have roamed over a wide adrea from the
Hodh (al-Hawg) in the south to al-S3kiya al-Hamra®
in the north and Tuwit in: the east. Some members
settled in Walita and in a village in Tuwit known as
Ziwiyat Kunta where Sidl ‘Umar’s son, SIdi al-
Mukhtir al-Shaykh, is said to have been buried.

In the early r2th/18th century a rift occurred.
The clans descended froin Sidi Muhammad al-
Saghir b. Ahmad al-Bakki’ hived off to roam the
western Saharafrom the barks of the River Senegal to
al-Sikiya al-Hamr3” (the Kunta al-Kibla), while those
descended from SIdi “Umar al-Shaykh combined pastor-
alism with commerce, establishing a network of camps
and trading posts from the Wadi Dar*a through Tuwiat
and the Azawiad region north of the Middle Niger
to Timbuktu in the west and Katsina in the east.

Among the latter, the Awlad Sidi al-Wafl estab-
lished a position of pre-eminence in the second half
of the x2th/18th century, .due to the role of their
leader Sidi al-Mukhtar al-Kabir.-b..Ahmad b. Abi
Bakr (1142-1226/1729-1811), who combined qualities
of sanctity with political astuteness and commercial
acumen. In es. 1167/1753-4 he established his camp
at al-Hilla in Azawad, which .rapidly became a
centre of study and of the propagation of the Kadiriy-

ya Order. It is from the sub-order which he estab-
lished, the Mukhtériyya, that most of the Kadiriyya

Arabic language during the period of Hassaniyya
ascendancy in the gth-1oth/r5th-z6th centuries.

* [Ukba b. Nafi (d. 63/623)} {Lamtina

Abﬁdgea gér{eglogy of Sidi o

al-Mukhtiar ‘al- Kunti and some :

of his descendants Kunta b. Zazam
Muhammad

| .

Sidi ‘Al T (daughter) -

(PRI —

Sidi Muhammad al- Kabir

i .
Sidi Ahmad al-Bakkad’
1 .

| K -
Sidi Abii Bakr al-Hamilt

Sidi “Umar al-Shavkh (d. mid roth/16th cent?)
i (ancestor of the Hammal),

. 1
Sidi Muhammad al-Saghir

{ [ B
Sidi al-Wafi Sidi al-Mukhtar al-Shaykh Sidi Ahmad al-Fayram
' i

(Awlad Sidi al-Mukhtir al-Shaykh) (al-Ragagda)

Ahmad

7Sidi al-Mukhtar al-Kabir (d. xzz«,s/.xﬁx»ry>
M

- : . ]
Sidi Muhammad (d. 1241/1826) — . {Kunta al-Kibla)
1 { /—\\ .-. R
| ) [ ’

L

Muhammad

Sidi al-Mukhtar al-Saghir Sifli/Ahmad al-Bakki’t Sidi ‘Uma
(d. 1264/1847) (d. 1281/1865) (d. 1281/1865)
| : - -
! :.
. Zayn al-*Abidin Sidi al-Mukhtar (Baddi) Sidi Muhammad X Biy
(d. 1889) {d. 1878) (d. 1896) ; (d. 1865)

Zayn al-¢Abidin
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118 CHAPTER THREE
MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 3593,

5. al-Tar&if al-sughra
See Brown (1967a), no. 1.

BABA AHMAD b, AL-MUKHTAR AL-SAGHIR

1. Q. fi’l-radd “ala 'I-Ghalads
MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 994.

“1 IélévsIAR b. MUHAMMAD b. AL-MUKHTAR al-Kunti b. ¢. 1820, d. c.
Marty (1920), i, 116-17.

Hfa settled in Adrac-n-Iforas where he built a fortified village and zawiya.
Hxs e.:ldcst son S7. Muhammad preached jihad against the French, but
died in 1896 and was buried next to his father at In Settefen.

1. Manzima fi dabt al-nafs
MS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 2440.

‘URWA b. MUHAMMAD b. AL-MUKHTAR al-Kunti

L. al-Manhaj al-qawim il 'l-sirat al-mustaqim -
MS: Timbuktu (MMHT), 476.

AHMAD_al-BAKKT&”i (or -BAKKAY) b. MUHAMMAD b. al-
MUKHTAR al-Kunti al-Wafi b. ¢. 1803, d. 15 Ramadin 1281/12
February 1865 ~————— '

Muhammad al-Hafiz al-Tijani, Tarjamar Mawlana al-Shayk dshimf,

u ifiz R ykh Muhammad al-Héshimi, 7;
Izdlar aI’-'r_'ayb, 47-8; Marty (1920), i, 85-97; Zabadia (1975); EI (2), v, 393-5; Barth
(1963), iii, 308 ff.; Ould Ely (1985); Charles C. Stewart, art. “al-Bakka®1 al-Kunti” in
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, i, 182-4 :

He studied with his grandfather S7. al-Mukhtar and with his father S,
Muhammad. He succeeded to the religious and political leadership of the
Kunta of Azawad on the death of his elder brother al-Mukhtar al-Saghir,
but was challenged by his nephew Hammad who continued to lead a
portion of the Kunta in opposition to al-Bakka®i’s leadership. He
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negotiated a pact with the Fulbe of Masina in 1846 under which the
administration of Timbuktu remained in Songhay hands, but with a
Fulbe gadr and tax-collector who supervised the payment of the tribute
agreed upon.

Al-Bakka®1 established a zawiya in Timbuktu, but later moved it to the
nomadic encampment known as al-Hilla, due to some discontent with
the institution in Timbuktu. He then divided his time between al-Hilla
and Timbuktu. In September 1853 he received the German traveller
Heinrich Barth and gave him his protection against both local elements
and the demands of Sh. Ahmad III (Amadu Amadu) of Misina to hand
him over to him. When Barth left Timbuktu eight months later al-
Bakka®i accompanied him to beyond Gao and gave him a safe-conduct
document (see Barth (1965), iii, 764-7) which served to protect him all
the way to Bornu. Although he at first corresponded diplomatically with
the Tijani conqueror al-hdjj “Umar, in 1861 al-Bakka®1 went on the
attack and joined forces with contingents of the defeated Fulbe of
Masina to besiege Hamdallahi. Al-Tijani, son and successor of al-hdjj
*Umar at Bandiagara turned the tables on the Kunta-Fulbe alliance. Al-
Bakka®i died during an attempted counter-attack at Sarédina, and was
buried there.

1. Adfiya
MSS: Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 514, 515, 4041.

2. Adfiya manzima

(i) Opens: Allahu Allahii rabbi la sharika lahii * Man ahsan al-khalga
taqdir®” wa-ajmalahii. 38 vv.

MSS: MAMMP, 8.4, 281-2; Timbuktu (CEDRAB), 307(i),

Also: Timbuktu (CEDRAB) 338 (2 poems), 2423, 2803 (2 poems).

3. Bughyat al-alf fi jawab Ibn Yirkoy Talfi

Reply to the attack on al-Bakka’1 in a poem called Tabkiyat al-Bakkd’t
by al-Mukhtar b. Wadi‘at Allah [Yirkoi Talfi], ¢.v.), a former Qadiri
shaykh who had joined the Tijaniyya.

MSS: MAMMP, 8.4, 228 (table of contents only); Timbuktu
(CEDRAB), 4860 (20 ff., lacks beg.). :
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‘ " X. Yacono
pu penser b lul lorsquil suggbre au Sultan d¢ « SOIIY un suvapt» (1). THE CAREER OF AHMED AL-BAKKAY IN THE ORAL
‘Mais il sait qu'un homime de guerre serait plus & sa place el c'est Hidj : EVIDENCES D RECORDE CUMENTS (*)

: ‘Ahmed qui devient son candidat, peut-éire a cause de liens df parenté ‘
} (Hadj 'Ahmed serait som gendre), plus probab}empnt parce quil espérg o By A. ZEBADIA
' de.. Hamdan. Par suite, si Clauzel est T'ennemi déclaré, cest non seules i

! le dominer, gouverner derriére lui pour le plus grand profit des Turcs et

ment pour des raisons personnelles, mais parce’que, plus gque tout autre, 1. The Shuykh of Timbuctu

il est favorable a une implantation définitive. .

Ce ne sont pas les conclusions auxquelles aboutit A. Temimi mais ‘ Timbuctu was under the Fulax‘xii Caliphate of Macina with its capital
pous les croyons plus exactes parce que nous avons copgidéré que les l:lgmdul%am from 1824, Erom 1833 the Kunta Arabs were _the most
documents nouveaux, quil a le grand mérite’ de nous faire connaitre, muu(?mm} local notables in the city but still under Hnmdullahx.
s'ajoutaient & ceux que nous possédions déja sans toutefois les remplacer. The ;_hayk_r_x of Timbuclu meant the religious head of ;Tunbuctu. The
Pour acquérir en solidiu.\; Ja construction historique doit reposer sur une career '01 the shaylh ‘Al-liaklc_uy does not, huweveu:,. r.ei.lect only .reh-
sédimentation dont toutes, les couches ont été soignement an_alysées.“A;nsx ~ glous invoivement. Prior 10 his succession to. the Iadiri leadership _og
les jeunes historiens, particuliérement bien armdés, pourront-ils confirmer, the Western Sudan in 1847, Al-Bakkay assisted his older brother, Sidi

infirmer ou compléter les travaux de leurs devanciers et essayer d'ap- A:L-Muigmir Ag-Haghur (1826-184_6).. Some time before 1837, Al-Bakkay
procher cette vérité historique dont ia destinée est d'étre toujours remise visited Sokoto 1n the company of his younger brother, Sidi Ammir, and
en cause ' met Al-Hadj Umar Al-Fati there. During Al-Bakkay's years of trainung
g - for leadership, c. 1829-1846-7, the policy of the Kadiri leadership of the

Xavier YACONO Kunta was to get the policy of the rulers of }lamdullihi flexible in

] order to appease the Tuareg and to gain peace for the area of Timbuctu.
Faculté des Lettres Shaykhu Alunada I of Macina (1817-1845) dit not respond to the
et Sciences Humaines ] 1KAdirI leadership’s aim. Alter he succeeded to the government of Macina,
. Ahmadu IL { 1845-52 ) agreed to Al-Bakkiy's proposals for internal inde-
" de Toulouse ~ pendence for the district of Timbuctu. This was such a major concession
that kamdullahl under the rule of Ahmudi IL could nou tolerate any
further flexibility for the Kunta leaders. The treaty of 1846 between
Al-Bakkiy and Ahmadu II for internal independence marked an end ol
perpetual cycles of violence, under which the tribes of the arca of
Timbuctu had lived for more than ten years. (2) in the following year,
Al-Bakkdy visited Hamdullihi in a vain attempt to persuade Shaykh
. Ahmadi 1L to show flexibility and tolerance in freedom for the Tobacco
trade; in less taxes, KKharadj on lands, especially those taxes which were
livied from certain places and imposed only on certain categories of
people; and in cancelling the requirements of the veil for women, par-
ticularly the women of peasants, ¢ Al-Fallihin » (3)

{ ’ Al-Bakkay was amongst those leaders in the Western Sudan, like
Sa'id b. 'Ibréhim of Jenne and others who saw no need for Islamic
reform to be implemented through fighting. The Shaykh was against the
Jihdd movements of his time. He detested completely the Tidjani Jihad
of Al-Hadj Umar, and preferred the rather « mature 2 (4) Jihad of Bornu
and Sokoto, to the more zealous Jihid of the Lobbos of Macina. Contrary
to some rumours, Al-Bakkay was not against the Lobbos all the time,

(*) This is' an outline on the conclusion’ of s 1074 PH.D. Thesis « *Ahmad Al-BukkRy
Al-Kunt! of Timbuctu — An historical study of his potical and religlous rolw
11847 ~ 1866) », Presented recently in the London University by Abdelkader ZebDadin
of Alglers University (bistory department), Abbreviations as follows
1. - BNP -- Bibliothéque Nutionale de Parls, '
if. - BIF — Bibliothéque de l'Institut de France.
MI. - IFAN — Institut Tondunientule or Frunguis de 1'Afrigue Noire,
IV. - BET — Bakkilyys Books of ‘Timbuetu, )
V. - BNA — Bibliothéque Nutlonale d’Alger,
vI1. - PRO — Public Record oftice, London.
ViI, - BCEHAOF — Bulletin du comlité des éiudes historiques er selentifiques av
rafrique Occldentale Frangaise.
. VIIL. - AGR — Archives générules de Rabut, also known as Al-Kbizdng Al-‘'Amms.
(1) Cr. Al-Bokidy 1o Al-HAd) Umur In BNP (Purls); Barih, Travels.. 1857 - 8, v, 163,
(2) Cf. SIdt Al-Mukhbtar Ag-Saghir Al-kuntl 1o ghuykh Ahmadd I, in BIF (Parli);
Burlh, op. cit, 1V, 435 F,
(4) Cf. Ahmadn II's report 1o the Amir Gburubs sald, in BIF; Ba snd Daget, FEm-
pire Peul du Macina, I, 1062, 284,
(4) ©f. Al-Bakkdy 10 Shykb Umuar of Bornu in (IFANDAKAR): to AhmadQ IIL of
Mueins, in’ BNA (Alglers); and to Muhammad lbn ‘Ahmsd As-s0gl, 1n BNP.




were camel-breeders, they were forced to
remain north of the ecological borders
for the dromedary. Some of their groups
apparently traversed the northern regions
. of Kurdufan (Kordofan), Dar Fiur, and
Wadda’t (Wadai) and entered the Chad
Basin by the end of the eighth/fourteenth

century. Around 1045/1635 they became

involved in a civil war of the Waddat
sultanate, and the defeated Arab groups
had to evade southwards. In the savan-
nah, their hitherto existing economic
base—camel-breeding—could- no longer
be maintained, and they were forced to
seek alternative ways of living. In order
to sur\d\}’ej in their new environment, the
ancestors of ;the \Baggara developed an
agropastoralist pattern; with cattle as the
dominant domestic animal, and Hle.,cgl];i-
vation of crops, mainly the pennisetum type
of millet. The techniques of cattle-breeding
were mainly adopted from Fulbe pastoral-
ists (who are spread over many countries
in West Africa, but found also in Central
Africa and Sudanese North Africa) and

the know-how of cultivation from the sed-
entary African peasants of the area. This

pattern of culture successively expanded
over the whole Baggara Belt from the
middle of the eleventh/seventeenth cen-
tury to the-end’of the twelfth/eighteenth
century. Particular strategies of herding
“and cultivating had to be developed by
the Shuwa in the seasonally flooded areas
of the Chad Basin. Throughout this time,
the Baggara were joined by Arabic-speak-
ing groups from the region of modern-day
Tunisia and Libya, including the Tun-
Jur and Hasawna. By intensive mixing
with autochthonous Africans they mostly
became darker in complexion than the
northern Arabs.
The Baggara have always been proud
of their bellicose traditions and their tech-
niques of hunting big game with lances

AL-BAKKA’, AHMAD

and swords from horseback. However,
because of their decentralised political
organisation into ¢abzil (“tribes,” Ar.
pl. of gabila), they were mostly tributary
to “the sultanates of Funj (fl. eleventh-
twelfth/seventeepth-eighteenth c.), Dar
For (1603-1874), Wadda’1 (1635-1909),
and Kanem-Bornu (Kanim Bumﬁi (eighth
c~1900). The Shuwa ranked ambng the
main defenders of- Bornu agaipst the

" Fulbe Empire of Sokoto (1804-1§03) in

the early nineteenth century, and tht Bag-
gara of Dar-Fir and Kurdufin betame
the most-active partisans of the theocratic
Mahdist rule in the Sudan between 1882
and 1898. During the period of colonial

_‘administration and in the post-colonial
" nation states, the Baggara have been of

marginal importance and their particular
socio-economic pattern of transhumant
cattle-keeping associated with crop cul-
tivation in permanent settlements is pre-
served by only a dwindling minority.
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Al-Bakka’s, Ahmad

Ahmad al-Bakka’1 (c. 1803-66), shaykh
of the Kunta nomads and the Saharan
Qadirtyya from 1847 to 1866, is better
known for the political role he played
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