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2. General accounts. M.B. . Hooker, Islamic
law in South-East Asia, Singapore 1974, chs. 2 and
4; idem, -Qqdi jurisdiction :in_contemporary Malaysia and

. Singapore, in M.A. Wu {ed.), Public law in contempo-
rary . Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur. 1999, 57-75.- The
doyen of Islamic Studies in Malaysia -was the late
Professor Ahmad Ibrahim. His_Islamis law in Malgya,
Kuala Lumpur.1965; though now out.of date, was
an important work. In_the, 1970-1990s, -he’ pub-
lished important papers in {Joumal of Malaysian
Comparative Law and in'the Annual Survey of Malaysiaen
Law. . T e oanw (MUB, Hooxer)

MAL the official title of the.Sayfuwa rulers
of Kanem [g4], later Bornti [g2], an African king-

.dom situated in the area of Lake Chad. Arah;geog-

faphers (al-Ya‘kibi,“al-Muhallabi) depicted the, ruler
of pre-Islamic Kanem as‘a divine king. ‘Although the
rise to power of aniIslamic-line. of rulers in the.sec-
ond half of the 1lth century -resulted :in -2 mumber
of radical changes in the political structure, ‘some basic
elements of divine kingship continued to shape-the
royal institution during the period.of ;the - Sayfuwa.
Among the features of divine kingship .which ‘resisted
the secularising tendencies -of Islam swere.. the seclu-
sion. of the king, shown by his concealment.in'a pavil-
ion behind a silk curtain; the prevailinginfluence of
women of the royal family in court life (queen-mother,

principal queen and princesses); -and the notion of a

legendary  protectress -of ,the king .during /his -youth

(Aisa Kili Ngirmaramma). Traditions associate the

latter with the upbringing of the greatest -rulers of

Kanem-Bornii: Diinama Dibalem (1203-48), ‘All Gadji

(1455-87) and Idrfs Amsami (1564-96). The .court cer-

emonies and institutions-derived - from. divine kingship
were abolished -by shaykh -al-Amin .al-Kanimi, who
founded. 2 new-dynasty.in-Bornd in‘the first half .of
the 19th century.- By adopting the Arabo-Islamic shaykh
as .a royal title’ instead: of .the.earlier: mai, he: gave

- =expression=to-his smorgsstrictly=Islamic-preferences=

~Bibliography: D.  Lange, Le diwdn’ des. sultans du

[Kanem-] Bornii, Wiesbaden :1977; idem, Dis Ami der

Keniginmutter - im -Tschadseegebiet, -in-Paideuma, - XXXV

.. (1990), 139-56. - v s vueo{D.LANGE) ¢
- MAL. TATSINE (d.-1980), 2 nickname .given

to Muhamimadu Marwa, a mallam, or,Muslim reli-
gious leader in Kano, Nigeria, whose™ followers ‘were
involved in violent clashes from 18 to 28 December

1980. Over 4,000 pecple died in these disturbances.
He came from ithe region. of Marwa' in . northern

Cameroon, from'-a :group -classified. as Kirdi. These

are hill dwellers and followers .of traditional religions,
while the Muslim Fulani .dominate the plains, Famine
drove the young Mai ‘Tatsine out of the hills, along
with many fellow (Kirdi, in the 1930s. Tn: the ity -of

Marwa he stook up Islam.o - oob.oo bonacdonlt

.. He came to Kano in:1945 and began a career, as

a. mallam. His teaching was evidently:inflammatory for

in 1962 he was jailed by Kano's, chief Muslim judge
for the. offence -of ; shatima, -or verbal ~abuse,; Following

his sentence, Emir Sanusi deported him to'Camerdon.

~.:Such traditional forms of ..control “were weakened
following the abolition of the emirs’ judicial author-
ity-in .1966.- Mai; Tatsine was -able.to return to Kano
and establish a popular following by the late :1970s.
The disturbances begat when the police were over-
whelmed by sect :members in a. confrontation -near
the emir’s palace -on: December 18, Fighting contin-
ued for ten jdays; until the: Nigeriail army: finally * dis-
lodged ‘the *Yan .Tatsine from their. stronghold dn 2
neighbourhood just -outside thie old walled city: Mal
Tatsitie-was killed at this time.-The: sect.survived and

was involved in clashes in Maiduguri and Kaduna in
following : years. . o] R
The - sect bears some resemblance to the Hamal-
yya [g2], an offshoot of the Tidjaniyya [g.0] that
began in Mauritania ‘in the 1920s. Both movements
emphasised living :as- a separate,; community which
regarded other Muslims as impure. Many of its.fol-
lowers. were recent immigrants .to Kano, drawn - by
the city’s oil boom driven expansion, but it also had
followers in rural areas... ©t ... S Ees 0ol
> Bibliography: J. Boutrais, La colonisation des plaines
par les montagnards. au -nord; du Comeroun, Paris 1973;
..A. Christelow, The *Yan Tatsine disturbanses in Kano.
A-search . for. perspestive, in MW, boxv (1985), 69-84;
P. Tubeck, Islam and urban labour in. Northern Nigeria.
The making of @ Muslip working class, Cambridge '1987.
T {A..-CHRISTELOW) ..
MAKASID aL-SHART'A (a), literally, “the. aims
or purposes of-the law”. . oo
The term is used in works of legal .theory (usiil al-
Jikh [go]) and refers to the idea that God’s law, the
Sharia [g0], is 2 system which encompasses aims or
purposes. If the system is correctly implemented, these
aims: will be .achieved. From such a perspective, ‘the
Sharia is not merely a- collection of inscrutable rul-
ings. One who claims. that the Shari'a has makasid is,
therefore, making a statement concerning the ratio-
nal nature . of the Shar‘a: that God intends to bring
about a certain state of affairs,by instituting particu-
lar laws. Most Sunni. legal theorists subscribe to the
view that the Shari‘s has-aims, and principal amongst
these is the promotion of the “benefit for the believers”
(masakh al-%had). As .al-Shatibi (d. 790/1388), prob-
ably the most sophisticated of the classical exponents
of the. doctrine of makdsid al-shara, states, “the.laws
were institated only for the benefit of the .believers
in this world ‘and the next” (Muwdjakat, i, 2). The
laws themselves are only the;means of achieving God’s
aims -and-intentions.‘They hold no intrinsic-value;-and
if, on occasions, the strict.application of the'law com-
promises the -aims ;of-the Sharfa, then for some; sup-
porters of the doctrine ,of. mafasid, the law.ican:be set
aside .or modified so -that God’s intentions .might: be
fulfilled. This possibility has inade an appeal to , makasid
al-shari‘a particularly: popular;dmongst modern-legal
reformers in the. Muslim word, as it .enables them to
alter some long-held elements of the law which they
consider to be impracticable, in a contemporaty setting.
The . doctrine ;of ‘makésid; al-shar’a has its roots in
early .Muslim attempts: to. rationalise both -theology
and law. .In terms of ;theology, - the ideas.of the
Mu‘tazila [.0] undoubtedly influenced the emergence
of the makdgsid doctrine. The:Mu‘tazili doctrine «that
God’s decrees are-subject to, rather than the origin
of, the. ideas of .good. and evil:(al-talisin wa -l-takbth
[g.»]) ulfimately resulted in an assertion that God is
compelled to .act in ;the interests *(perhaps the -best
interests) .of humankind. His law must be' of benefit
to_his creation, for, if it was not, his qualities. of  jus-
tice and: goodness :would -be compromised. .. i
‘In legal works,: a bundle of related doctrines can
be seen.as precursors -to ‘al-Shatibi’s elaboration. The
development of kiyas [g] as.a legal -tool:provided
the impetus for the doctiine of makasid ‘al-shari‘a; for,
if rulings known to be. true 'in one situation can be
transferred -to -novel:situations, then . the- law.smust,-.in
some sense, be.:coherent. If it.ds, coherent;. then it
must ‘express the: will: of the: Lawgiver-Itiis this under-
lying assumption (that-the intentions -of . the- Lawgiver
could ‘be known) ithat was so yehemently' rejected by

3
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PROGRES DE L’ISLAM ET CHANGEMENT ’ }
. POLITIQUE AU KANEM DU X1e AU ;
' XIIIe SIECLE: UN ESSAI D'INTERPRETATION

BY DIERK LANGE¥

: ON admet en général que I'expansion de I'islam était une des principales

| préoccupations des géographes arabes quand ils décrivaient la situation ,

 dans les régions excentriques par rapport au monde musulman. En partant !
de ce présupposé on aurait pu s'attendre & trouver pour Iétude de I'his-
toire d'une région précise, telle que le Kanem, des renseignements amples
et explicites nous permettant de dessiner un tableau satisfaisant de la
progression de l'islam, au moins dans ses grands traits. En fait, chemin
faisant, on découvre que les renseignements qui nous ont été transmis

dans ce type de sources, méme sur un sujet aussi important, sont si '
lacunaires et contradictoires que presque rien ne peut étre dit avec certi-
tude du processus global dans lequel s'inscrit I’islamisation de la région.
Or, dans le cas du Kanem une source interne, longtemps négligée, peut

_contrebalancer et corriger la vision non seulément lacunaire mais aussi ‘
B " déformant que les géographes arabes donnent du Kanem ancien, le

EDIT ED BY Diwan salatin Borni! Composée dans Pentourage du roi, cette source

R  elle-méme ne présente pas une vue neutre, et, surtout en ce qui concerne

o des questions touchant & P'islam, elle doit étre maniée avec circonspection;

mais contrairement aux apergus aléatoires et sans rapport les uns avec

DAVID BIRMINGHAM, = o omriromen o spu i of o meror o, 00,
: . P es autres fournis par les géographes arabes, les chroniqueurs au ochtones 5
. A, G, HO PKINS, ' R_’ C. C. L AW, __ nous présentent ulr)le visiogn c%’eniemble rigoureuse:menctl chronologique de |

Phistoire du Kanem dont la critique, & certains égards, est plus aisée.

& A‘ D. ROBERTS SRERE A part le Diwan il existe Q'autres documents internes, surtout les X
S ' ‘ R qu'ils soient d’un secours appréciable |

malram, dont on aurait pu espérer
our I'étude de la pénétration de P'islam au Kanem. Mis au jour et publiés

" au début de ce siécle par H. R. Palmer les mahram sont des lettres de
priviléges et d’exemption d’impot accorddes 4 certaines familles.? Dans j
un document de ce type {introduction de lislam au Kanem/Borni est ,
attribué 4 un certain Muhammad b. Mani (affirmation reprise par tous f

VOLUME XIX - 1978 - NUMBER4 -

* Membre associ¢ de I'Institut Frobenius I'suteur bénéficie actuellement d’une bourse
de recherches qui lui a été accordé par la Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.

1 Cf. D. Lange, Le Diwan des sultans du Kanem-Bornit: Chronologie et histoire d'un
royaume africain (de la fin du X° siecle jusq’d 1808) (Wiesbaden, 1977) Je tiens & signaler
que le présent article s'appuie en grande partie sur les résultats de mes premiéres re-

w cherches sur I'histoire du Kanem/Bornit exposés dans ce livre et dont certains ont d0
: R ST ) atre modifiés. En outre je voudrais remercier J. O. Hunwick pour ses nombreux com-
: : ' ' mentaires portant sur une premitre version de cet article.
C A M BRI D G E U N I V E R SITY P RE S S . 2 Cf, H. R. Palmer, Sudanese Memoirs (Lagos, 1928), 111, 3-27; idem, The Bornu Sahara
and Sudan (Londres, 1916), 14-52. o L
C§-b- grA% 1997




23 DER HEILIGE BARSISA.

dem Verhiiltnis des Namens Narsis-BarsTsa zu dem der Prinzessin
Parsa Chatun, Uber diesen sei nwr bemerkt, dass der arabische : .
Nume des Parsa Daghy gebel elbarsije und dass Parsa sicher :
Turkisierung cines arabischen albarsi’ ist?).

Sicher ist, dass alle bisher bekannt gewordenen Barsisa-
Geschichton, einschliesslich der hadramntischen Fassung, Kopi.en_
eines in der christlichen Legendenlitteratur zu suchenden Originals
sind, vermittelt durch die aw Aufang angefiihrten islamisciwn
Redaktionen.

i Wt

Schoa und Tundscher.

1) Arabische Frauen dieses Namens s, Tad el ‘aris 4. 3731, In , Materialien zun Studium der arabischen Beduinendialekte

Innerafirikas ) handelt Dr. Kampffmeyer von den Schoa
(Schua. Schiwa?), ,mit welchem Namen alle seit alter Zeit in
Bornu ansiissigen Araber, die jetzt einen integrierenden Teil der
Bevolkerung des Landes bilden, bezeichnet werden (8. 164 1), und
von den Tundscher, ,die in Darfor, Wadai und Borna (Kanem)
leben“ (8. 166). Line moderne Wiedergabe des Namens Schoa
in arabischen Lettern, die h&chst wiinschenswert wiire, scheint
sich nirgends zu finden. Ich zweile nicht, dass in diesem Schoa
das bel Dozy s v. Saw@ aus Ibn Chaldin mehrfach belegte
dawije’) =peuples pasteurs, ¢ui possédent des moutons et des

M—O\ \~\ vaches und = chameliers steckt. Ich horte in Nordsyrien, in der
N \'&‘QA&‘(\/\Q{W’\ Gegend von Killiz, als Bezoichnung fiir zeltende Beduinen swa@ia

N 4} < . .
= SChe O Crten . ) Sonderabdruck aus den Mitteilungen des Seminars fiir
1 & \,\ 47 A : Orientulische Sprachen zu Berlin, Jahrgang I, Abteilung II,
. QP\\C‘, ‘ e N @ : Westasiatische ‘Studien (Berlin 1899) 8. 143 bis 221, Diese
Ln - ors Qf\’\‘:‘ V“A—@ﬂ ; tiiehtige Arbeit scheint mir besonders wegeu der streng kritisch-
historischen Methode beachtenswert., Mit Recht betont K., das

A’MS\'&P&C&V\'\ _— \f_’)’—FG, s, 23 .—31 : Ziel aller Arbeiten tiber die arabischen Dialekte sei doch, sie

historisch zu verstehn (S. 145). Es scheint hier am Platze, auf
\ ‘(LC/\ Q_’@‘_ ! L‘ [ G g : die Wichtigheit der Materialien hinzuweisen fiir die Zeit zwischen
' : den beiden zeitlichen Endpunkten der Beduinenpoesie, mit denen
man sich bisher fast ausschliesslich beschiiftigh hat: ihrer iltesten
und ihrer jingsten Form. Vieles ist da zerstreut, was bei sorg-
e UZ 1997 filtiger Zustammenstellung wertvollste Aufschlisse geben, die
@ & TEMM felilenden Glieder der Kette liefern wird. So soll sich in dem
: ' . Diwan des Emir Mgidd (gest. 656 d. H. nach Brockelmann,
LG 1,264), Refa‘ija No. 29, manches finden, was fiir Kenntnis des
beduinischen Lebens jener Zeit von Wichtigkeit iat (Mitt. Vollers’).
?} Cooley, The negroland of the .Arabs (London 1841)
8. 132 will in der Seu-Wiiste, in der nach Leo Africanus der
Niger entspringe, die ,country of The Shadad’ sehn.
% Doch wohl mit §@ zusammenhiingend: ,Schafleute’,
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" '66  West Africa and Islam

have ruled Zaria for a period during the second half of the 16th century, did
not in fact reign until some 200 years later, that is from 1641 to 1658 A.D.2 [t
is not, however, being suggested that there was no Muslim presence in the
Zaria region prior to the 17th century. There were, it would seem, some
Hausa-speaking Muslim settlements in what is today Zaria town and
surrounds in the early 16th century. Muslim traders in the main lived in these
settlements and exerted authority both within the settlements and in the area
immediately surrounding them until the emergence of a new Hausa Muslim
dynasty with its headquarters in Zaria in the 17th century.?

Gobir, situated to the north of Zaria and Katsina, was the home of Usuman
dan Fodio. There is a great deal of speculation as to when and where the state
of Gobir emerged. The view has been advanced that Gobir began as a state in
the Air mountains in the 12th or 13th century. Leo Africanus, writing in the
16th century, states that Gobir was surrounded by high mountains and that
Askiya Muhammad Ture I of Songhay killed its king and enslaved most of its
inhabitants.? Suffering further onslaughts from the Tuareg, the Gobirawa
then moved further south.

There is another view of events which, although it does not discount some
form of migration southwards, suggests that this migration was not on a large
scale but involved only one or perhaps a few families and that this took place
in. the 15th century. Moreover, these Gobirawa migrants may have been
aliens who came to impose their authority over the local Zamfara peasantry.

There is also very little solid evidence concerning the beginnings of Islam in
Gobir. Muslim traders probably visited and settled in the territory in the 15th
and 16th centuries and possibly by the 16th century some of the rulers of
Gobir were Muslims.

Islam, then, made faltering progress in Hausaland in the period under
discussion, Muslim rulers, anxious for political as well as religious reasons
to impose an Islamic system of government, met with stiff resistance. The
outcome was a system of government which combined aspects of the tradi-
tional religio-political system with Islamic governmental principles and
practice. In Hausaland in the 16th century a balance had to be kept between
the Muslim clerics as advisers and councillors of the king and the priests of
the Hausa religion. Both were skilled and knowledgeable: the former on
account of their Islamic education, the latter because of their knowledge

of the mysteries of the iskoki (the spirits). The kings were “chiefs” as it were
of both religions, a difficult position to maintain but made inevitable by thé
political realities of the situation. Though Muslims themselves, the kings of
Kano and Katsina ruled over territories where the population was largely
non-Muslim. They therefore needed the services of both Muslim religious
specialists and the priests (bo'kaye) of the Hausa religion.

Islam in Kanem-Borno.
Beginnings and early development.

The state of Borno emerged out of Kanem and here I will deal first with the
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arrival and early development of Islam in Kanem. Situated to the north-east
of Lake Chad, Kanem made its first contact with Islam through trade. Kanem
had trade links with Tripoli in North Africa via Kawar and the Fezzan, and it
was this trade route that provided the gateway for Islam to enter Kanem.
According to al-Bakri, Muslim raiders led by ‘Ugba b. Nafi came along this
trade route as far as the Kawar region in 666 —7 A.D. but withdrew north ina
very short space of time. A more permanent Muslim presence was established
on the Kanem-North African trade route in the second half of the 8th century
with the establishment of the small states of Ajar Fazzan and further south,
closer to Kanem, Zawila.! Zawila, a centre of Ibadite Islam (see Chapter 1,
p. 7 and Chapter 2, p. 24), was overrun in 761 A.D. and its inhabitants
massacred by Abbasid forces. The Abbasid descendants of the uncle of .
Prophet Muhammad, al-Abbas, became the Caliphs of the Muslim world in
749 A.D., after overthrowing the Umayyad dynasty.

The Abbasid attack did not spell the end of Zawila as an important Ibadite
centre. Berber Ibadite Muslims continued to frequent and settle in Zawila
which remained one of the more important departure terminals for caravans
going to the Chad region and elsewhere in the Sudan. Zawila was also an
important junction on the pilgrimage route.

It is possible that some Muslims, perhaps traders, came along this trade
route to Kanem and settled there, at least for a time, and perhaps acted as
advisers to the rulers. There is, however, no evidence that either the ruler or -
the people of Kanem accepted Islam prior to the second half of the 11th cen-
tury. The Arabic geographer, al-Muhallabi, writing in the late 10th century,
tells us that the people of Kanem “venerate their king and adore him in the
place of God Most High. . .”.2 By the end of the 10th century, therefore, the
indigenous religious system was still, it would appear, widely accepted .
in Kanem. Over half a century later, in 1067 —8 A.D., al-Bakri commented
that the people of Kanem were idolatrous blacks, among whom Umayyad
refugees fleeing from Abbasid persecution had settled.? It is not at all certain
that there were Umayyad refugees in Kanem, although one scholar believes
there were and that they played an important role in the dissemination of
Islam there.*

Shortly after al-Bakri made his comments on the people of Kanem a
Muslim ruler, Humai Jilme of the Sefawa dynasty, was ruling in Kanem. Mai
(King) Humai Jilme, who ruled from c. 1085 to 1097 A.D., was, according to
some scholars, the first Muslim king of Kanem-Borno.5 According to a Borno
Mahram (a letter of privilege), Humai Jilme, with the assistance of a certain
Muslim missionary Muhammad b. Mani, was responsible for the widespread
dissemination of Islam in Kanem-Borno. One extract from the Mahram
reads: “The first Muslim country in the Sudan which Islam entered was
Borno. It came through Muhammad Ibn Mani. . . . Islam was spreading for
two years before, through Muhammad Ibn Mani it became general . . . . Mai
Umme (Humai) and Muhammad Ibn Mani spread Islam abroad to last until
the day of judgment”.¢ It has also been suggested, however, that two Muslim
kings of the Dugawa dynasty ruled in Kanem in the late 1060s and early.
1070s. There is also some reason to believe that the account which attributes
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THE SAHMARA AND THE SUDAN

THE ZAGHAWA AND KANEM

“Zaghiwa’ is the earliest ethnic name from the Sahara and the Sudan

to be recorded in the Arabic sources. Wahb b. Munabbih, who died in .

AD 728 or 732, counted the Zaghiwa among the races of the Sidan
together with the Niiba, Zanj, Habasha, Copts and Berbers.k The
Zaghawa, who now live in Wadaiand Darfur, are part of the Teda-Tubu
group, black nomads of the eastern Sahara. Indeed, it appears that
Wahb b. Munabbih used Zaghawa as a generic name for the whole
Teda-Tubu group.

More than a century later, writing between 836 and 847, the geo-
grapher al-KKhwirizmi mentioned the Zaghawa together with the two
oldest states of the Sudan, Ghana and Gao. That Zaghiwa was con-
sidered also as a kingdom was confirmed by al-Ya‘qiibi in 872. He
describes ‘the kingdom of the Zaghiwa who live in a place called
Kanim’.? Kanem, which is mentioned here for the first time, consisted
of several vassal kingdoms, as also did Ghana and Gao according to
the same account of al-Ya’qiibi. In the tenth century the kingdom was
still known to the author of Akbbar al-Zaman and to al-Muhallabi as
‘the kingdom of the Zaghawa’.3 Manan, one of the two towns of the
Zaghiwa mentioned by al-Muhallabi, was described by the thirteenth-
century geographer Ibn Sa‘id as the capital of the kings of Kanem
before their conversion to Islam. From the time of al-Balsi in the
cleventh century, the kingdom became known as Kanem. Before that,
as it is evident from al-Ya'qibi, Kanem was simply a geographical
term. Indeed, it is generally accepted that the name Kanem is de-
rived from the word for ‘south’ (anew) in the Teda and Kanuri lan-
guages. ! L

"The desiccation of the Sahara caused a,southward movement of
population into the more humid lands of the Chad basin. Such a north-
to-south migration is reflected in the oral traditions of peoples in the
region, and is supported by linguistic evidence. Kanembu, the language
“spoken north-east of Lake Chad, is derived from the group of Teda-
Daza languages, to which the Zaghiawa language also belongs. It was
during the first millennium that people speaking those languages

1 Quoted in Tbn Qutayba, Kitab al-Ma'arif, ed. by F. Wiistenfeld (Gattingen, 1850), 14.

2 al-Ya'qibi, To'rikh, z19.

8 _Akbbar al-Zamdn, ed. by ‘Abd al-Elamid Ahmad Eanafi(Cairo, 1938), 66; al-Muhallabi,
quoted in Yaqae, Muam, u, 932.

1 Abdullahi Smith, “The carly states of the central Sudan’, in J. F. A, Ajayi and M.
Crowder, cds., History of West Africa, 1, (London, 1971), 163n.; H. R, Paliner, T'he Bornu,

Sabara and Sudan (London, 1936), 162,
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THE ZAGHAWA AND KANEM

migrated to Kanem and contributed to the formation of the Kanuri
people.

In the ninth century the Zaghiawa of Kanem still lived as nomads.
“Their dwellings’, al-Ya“qiibi says, ‘are huts made of reeds and they
have no towns.” But a century later al-Muhallabi said that the Zaghiwa
had two towns and that their king had a palace though, like their houses,
it was probably still made of reeds. These glimpses of the ‘kingdom of
the Zaghawa’ through two sources separated by a century suggest that
the Zaghawa nomads who had moved into the more humid lands of the
Lake Chad basin went through a process of sedentarization. -

As a ruler of nomad origin, the wealth of the king of the Zaghiwa
‘consists of livestock, such as sheep, cattle, camels and horses’. But the
tribal headman turned into a powerful monarch, who ‘has unlimited
authority over his subjects. He enslaves among them anyone he wants.’
It was probably in this process, and as a result of the contact with the
Sudanic population of Kanem, that the authority of the king became
buttressed by what look like traits of divine kingship:

They exalt their king and worship him instead of God. They imagine that he,
does not eat any food. There are persons who have charge of this food
secretly, and bring it to his house. It is not known where it is brought from.
1f it happens that one of his subjects meets the camels carrying his provisions,
he is killed instantly on the spot. He drinks his beverage in the presence of his
select companions. . . . Their religion is the worship of their kings, for they
believe that they bring life and death, sickness and health.!

The nomads had a military superiority over the settled population
of Kanem, largely because of their cavalry. The settled people who
became integrated into the political system expressed their allegiance
to the mai in terms of their own politico-religious institutions. Traits of
‘divine kingship’ prevail among Sudanic peoples, such as the Jukun,
who probably had a common civilization with predynastic societies of
the Chad basin. ‘Divine kingship’, as described by al-Muhallabi in the
tenth century — and other elements of the socio-political organization of
the kingdoms — was contributed by the Sudanic subjects of the Saifawa.

At this time, towards the end of the tenth century, there is as yet no
reference to the introduction of Islam to Kanem. In the middle of the
eleventh century al-Bakri had little to say about the Kanemis who ‘live
beyond the desert of Zawila...They are heathen Sidin...and
scarcely anyone reaches them.’? Even a century later, in the middle of
the twelfth century, al-Idrisi described Manin, the pre-Islamic capital of

ie ppyZ 2002 Quotedin Yaqae, Majiam, 11, 932 * al-Bakel, Masdlik, 1.
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110 CENTRAL SUDAN STATES

savage record of this ruler’s warlike activities, provides valuable side'-
lights on the history and life of the period. Few records of the Hausa
states survived, but that of Kano! is sufficient to show what important
material they might have provided. Few of the texts of these documents
have been published, and none in critical editions, and we have to rely
to a large extent on translations. :

For Bornu, first-hand documents are found in maprams. The con-
solidation of Islam there is associated with the emigration and settle-
ment of clerics from other regions. These were welcomed and many
were granted mahrams or ‘letters of hereditary privilege’ in recompense
for services rendered. They state that X and his descendants are harim,
‘set apart’ or ‘privileged’, that is exempted from taxes, military services,
hospitality charges, and the like.? Naturally these documents were
carefully preserved by the families concerned who sought to get them
renewed by subsequent rulers, though this increased the possibilities
for interpolation and falsification of date and origin and consequently
they have to be used with caution.3

2. THE STATE OF KANEM~BORNU

Kanem was founded by the black Saharan nomads whom Arabic
writers call Zaghiwa. They are of little importance today and exist
under that name only in northern Waday, but during the ninth cen-
tury their territory covered a vast area. They were encountered .by
traders passing through the central Sahara and on that account receive
special attention from Arab geographers. Ibn Khaldin includes them
among the mulaththamin, but this does not mean that they were Tuareg

Kano, 1930; and translated in two parts, “The Kanem Wars’, in Sud. Mem. i. 15~72; and
“The So Wars', under the title of History of the First Twelve Years of the Reign of Mai Idris
Alooma of Bornu (1571-1583), Lagos, 1926,

' Translated by H. R. Palmer, ¥ R.A.L xxxviii. §8 ff. and Sud. Mem. iii. g2~132. The
references which follow are to this last translation although I have sometimes retranslated
passages from a photograph of the manuscript (transeribed in 1929) in the possession of Sir
Richmeond Palmer. The authorship is unknown, It appears to have been compiled by a Hausa
and Arabic-speaker from tradition related to him by a Hausa praise-singer and brought up to
date with an account of the Fulani rulers, ending in the middle of the reign of Muhammad
Belo (1883—93). It is clear that the author had not foliowed the normal scholastic training for
the Arabic is strange and notably free from the usual pious terminology.

2 The askipa dynasty of Songhay also issued majrams, but few survived its downfall except
one or two preserved in the ta’rikhs; sce al-Fartdsh, pp. 72~73/138~41.

3 Sir H. R, Palmer has translated many in his Bornu Sahara and Sudanese Memoirs. They
are, however, difficult to control since we have few copies of the originals, owners being
jealous about letting them out of their hands for photographing. Palmer gives a facsimile of
one in Bornu Sahkara, pp. 40~43. Most of those seen give the appearance of being copies,
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for other Saharans wore the mufHer. They are first mentioned by
al-Ya‘qabi (a.p. 872). After describing the eastern blacks, Nuba, Beja,
Habash, and Zinj, he writes:

The blacks who went westwards migrating towards the Maghrib split up
the country, forming a number of kingdoms. The first is that of the Zaghawa
who inhabit the place called Kanem. Their dwellings consist of huts of reeds. ,
They have no use for towns. Their king is entitled Xd-karat. Among the |
Zaghawa is a type called Hawdin (?) who have a king from the Zaghawa.
There is another kingdom called Mallel which is at enmity with the [Zaghawi]
ruler of Kanem. Their king is called Mayiisi [or Mai Wasi]. Then there is the
kingdom of the Habash! who have a city called Thabir. The king of this city !
is called Maraj. Adjoining them are the Qaqii [or Alqaqii] except that they ‘
are dependent,? the king of Thabir being their king. Next comes the kingdom
of Kawkaw.3

Ibn Hawgqal (a.p. 961) was probably refen:ing to one of these
Zaghawl settlements situated on a trade-route when he wrote that
‘from Fezzin to Zaghiwa is a two months’ journey’.+ Shortly after-

~wards al-Muhallabi (a.p. 985) wrote that the Zaghiwa were com-

posed of many tribes and had only two towns Minin and Tarizaki,
both belonging to the first climate, that is the southern Sahil. They had
a divine king:

They exalt and worship him instead of God. They imagine that he does not
eat for his food is introduced into his compound secretly, no one knowing
whence it is brought. Should one of his subjects happen to meet the camel
carrying his provisions he is killed instantly on the spot. He drinks with his
intimates a beverage which is concocted from millet laced with honey. . . .
Most of his subjects are naked except for skin waist-wrappers. They subsist
upon the products of their cultivation and the stock they own. Their religion is
king-worship (‘idddatu mulikikinm), believing that it is they who bring life and
death, sickness and health. They [the Zaghawa] belong to the cities of al-
Bilma’.5 The capital of the country of Kawar lies in a south-easterly direction.

! Not, of course, Ethiopia. The middle radical is unpointed and the word may be read Hbsh,
Hnsh, Hysh, or Htsh, ~

* Reading ma'@lan, The transtation of this sentence is uncertain, perhaps ‘in subjection’,

3 Al-Ya'qubt, Ta'riks, i. 219-20. * 1bn Hawgqal, ed. Kramers, i. 925 cf. p. 64.

5 Wa hiya min madd’in al-Bilma’. This sentence is awkward. ‘Hiya one would expect to

refer to the preceding diydnatubum. 1f emended to some such phrase as wa Aiya min din Abr

"I-Bilma’, ‘these beliefs are derived from the religion of Abf 'I-Bilma”, it would read better.

& Quoted by Yiqiit, Mu'jam, ii. g32—1. Elsewhere (iv. 270) Yiqiit writes: ‘Kawir is an
extensive region situated south of Fezzin beyond its oases, It has many towns, among them
the gagr of Umm ‘Isi, Abt 'I-Bilma’, and al-Balis; the largest being Abfi 'I-Bilma’. The )
colour of its inhabitants is yellow and they dress in woollen garments. In their country are ;
market-places, running streams and many palm groves. They have a king who is vassal to the i

king of the Zaghiwa.’
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Arabs; and they were in no way connected with the carly Kanem dynasty. The
most likely significance of this legend of origin is that the family of Iiununay had
recently converted to Islam, probahly as a result of contacts made with Muslims
in Zawila and elsewhere along the caravan routes. Desiring an aristocratic
Islamic pedigree to support their political ambidons, they chose one from the
well-known Islamic folk tales about Sayf b. Dhi Yazan who was a heroic
warrior against the infidel tyrants of his day. Such genealogies going back to
Sayland to Yemen were frequently adopted all over West Africa when a family
ar group went over to Islam. There can be no certainty as 1o their exact source
but there was an historical Savi, mendoned by the g/1o-century Arabic
historian, al-Tabad. There was also another. more fegendary Savi. who figures
in the i, the “Biography™ of the Prophet Mubammad, of which there are
numerous versions. Either ol these sources — or orval wales based upon them ~
could have supplied the newly converted Muslims with the genealogies they
needed.

In addition 1o this Yemenite origin, the Saifawa also claimed to be
descended from the Prophet’s tribe, Quraysh, thus they claimed o be shurafa’.

With the establishment of Islam in the state of Kanem the southern,
Kanembu people began to emerge as the dominant group. Itis uncertain what
then happened to the Zaghawa. Some think they simply merged with the
Kanembu while others believe they were all pushed out to the cast where they
survive to the present day. A recent view, put forward by Dr Humphvey Fisher,
is that some Zaghawa accepted Islam and became absorbed into the new
Islamic state of Kanem. while others resisted and were driven out east, taking
their old svsiem of divine kingship with them. = That svstem did not disappear
entirely trom the Islamic state of Kanem and wraces ol it renanned eveninto the
13 1g century, in for example the custom of secluding the mai from the gaze of
his subjects.

The first Saifawid dvnasty may have established diplomatic links with the
surrounding Islamic world by the end of the 571t century or the beginuning of
the 6j12 century. It is reported, admittedly by a source dating from the 1016
century, that Mai Dunama b, Hummay performed Pilgrimage at least twice. If
these journeys really did take place. they must certainly have helped to establish
relations with Egyvpt and the mai of Kanem 1o become accepted as a legitimate
Muslim ruler. They must also have opened the door o the introduction ol
Islamic constitutional forms into the government of Kanen.

The Saitawid empire reached its height in the lirst half ol the 7713 century.
under Mai Dunama Dibalami (¢, Go7/1210-6467 1248, a successor ol Dunuma
b. Hummay who is mentioned above. He conquered extensive territorices to the
north of Kanem, including the Fazzan, which he occupiced. By this time, wo, it
seems likely that cultural influences from Borno had reached westward, at least
as far as Kano. [t may be as a result of this carly contact with an [slamie
neighbour that the first Arabic words - basic Islamic terms like yalat (Hausa
sallay “prayer’, al-qur’an (Hausa Alkur an; “the Koran® and so on were adopted as
loan-words into Hausa. At the same time that this imperial expansion was
taking place within the Sudan, diplomatic and wading relations were sct up

“with the Hafsid state in Tunisia. This also helped o promete Eskamic influencees
in the Kanem empire. :

Recent. more critical research into the ofien confusing and sometimes
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Kanem—Borno: its relations
with the Mediterranean Sea,
Bagirmi and other states

in the Chad basin

B. M. BARKINDO*

In the thirtcenth century the Muslim state of Kanem was onc of the most
extensive in the Bilad al-Sudan. The Stfuwa mais (kings) controlled the
vast area from the eastern shores of Lake Chad in the south to the Fezzin
oasis in the north. Their expansion, however, had not been accompanied
by appropriate political and economic dcw':lo.pmcnt. The emergence of
various groups as scmi-autonomous units distinct ,from the main Sctuwa
ruling dynasty had prevented the development of a §cnrralxzcd political
system. In addition, Kanem, mostly desert and semi-desert, lacked the
p:rimary resources nceded to support such a large system. i
There followed a serious crisis which finally led to the collapse of the
Kinem state in the latter part of the fourteenth century. Mai ‘Umar b. Ldris
(1382-87), leading the Magumi group (of which the royal S?fuwa was a
lineage) and its supporters, migrated to Borno to the west of Lake Chad
where the necessary resources existed and where the Sefuwa had already
planted their vassals. The Séfuwa had been preceded by a large l}umbcr
of individual Kinem immigrants who had already settled there, particularly
in the south and west.' :
The Séfuwa’s main objective on arrival in Borno appears to have been
the building of a strong regional cconomy to support a fvcl.l-urgnmzcd
Séfuwa-dominated political structure. Iowever, during their first century
there, they faced many problems which at times poscd t'hrca.ts to lhc!r very
survival. There was constant civil strife, regular dynastic crises, pcrmc)hcal
attacks from the Bulala and the problems of overmighty title-holders.”

Miai ‘AlT Gaji and the foundation of the Borno c: lifate
¢.1405-97

Civil conflict terminated with the accession of ‘Alt ibn Dunima, commonly
" known as ‘Ali Gaji, who was able to consolidate power in his own hfamgh
of the ruling dynasty. When in about 1471 the Bulala made one of their
* am gratetul to Dr Philip Shea and John Lavers, who read the draft of this chaprer,

for their useful comments and suggestions.

1. For discussions sce B. M. Barkindo, 1971
2. ibid.

Kanem—Borno

predatory incursions into Borno, ‘Ali Gaji met and defeated them although
he did not pursue them further.

In about 1472, ‘Ali Gaji built the fortress of Birnin Gazargamu in the
fork of the Rivers Yobe and Gana.* This eventually developed into the
capital of the S€fuwa and remained so throughout their rule in Borno.
Several other fortified scttlements were probably founded at about the
same time.? ‘

‘Al Gajiis remembered as a reviver of Islam as he attempted to eliminate,
at least in the ruling group, the syncretism which had become rife amongst
the Sefuwa. e also tried to found a proper Islamic government. Following -
the traditions of his predecessors and in response to the Islamic fervour of
the period, ‘Al surrounded himself with ‘“/ama® (Muslim scholars) whose
advice he sought on any major decision. Two of these were Ahmad b. ‘Abd
al-Kuwwata his Kadi a/~-Kabir (chicf judge), and Masbarma “‘Umar b.
‘Uthman, his Wazir and chicf Imam.?

Many of the overmighty title-holders had their powers reduced,
especially the kaigama and yerima (governor of the northern provinces)
who, during the period of crisis, made and unmade kings at will.® It -may
have been during ‘AlT Gaji’s reign that the division of the royal harem with
its four titled wives and a number of titled concubines was created.” The
office of the chiroma (heir-apparent) may also have had its origins in this
period.

During his pilgrimage in about 1484, ‘All Gaji was said to have been
invested as the Khafifa of Takriir by the Abbasid claimant ‘Abd al-‘Azis b,
Ya'kib.* From this time onwards Borno rulers regarded themsclves as

Khalifas, a claim that came to be accepted by many scholars and rulers in
the Bilad al-Sudan.”

Problems and opportunitics in expanding the Borno
califate: 14971504

‘Al Gaji's policics were continued by his son and successor Idris b. ‘All
surnamed Katakarmabe (¢.1497- 1519) who consolidated his gains and tried
to expand the state. But for the next fifty years or more Katakarmabe and
his successors faced many challenges which diverted their attention from
their expansionist goals.

The Scfuwa's first problem was the resumption of the Bulala attacks
after ‘Ali Gaji’s death. The Bulala appear to have been determined to
. Brief Diwan.

. ‘Ali's praise song was ‘He of the 1all towns and long spears’,
H. R. Palmer, 1936, pp. 21 2and 23 8.

. H. Barth, 1965, Vol 11, p. 58¢.

H. R. Palmer, 1967, p. 158.

. Brief Diwan, pp. 5-9.

. J. E. Lavers, 1971, p. 32.
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ESSAI DE DISCUSSION
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DU NIL BLANC

&T ACX DEUX PRIXCIPAUX LACS NS L'APRIQUE CRETRALE,

L'oun¥aAMACI ET LK TCHAD.

Je ne reviendrai point sur les notions géographiques

ISLAMIC . .

1, Fulgence: Essai de discussion des documents
Ir:;?;tl:;s au cgours supérieur du Nil Blanc et aux deux
principaux lacs de I'Afrique Centrale, I"Ounyaméci et
le Tchad. _

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie (Paris), ».m2 série,
vol. 14. 1850. pp. 361-380. ccvuvvriummmmmrmnnnmnnenerenees

des plus anciens auteurs grecs qui ont parlé des sources
du Nil et de son cours supérieur, nolions communes
el 4 toute I'antiquité gréco-romaine (le seul Plolémée
excepté) et aux Africains occidenlaux de toutes les
¢poques. Ainsi, dans mon exumen rétrospectil, je
m'arréle & cet élat de Ja science représenté par la géo-
gropliie dite de Plolémée, et, procédunt du présent au
passé, je vais tacher d'Hablir ;
xiv. pkceusne, 1, a5
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RELATIONS BETWBEN THE jIIIADISlS AND
”" ,,,,, g_’:

AMI OF BORNU 23 Exe o

The kingdom of Bornu lies to the east of Hausaland. About 1812, whcn
the shape of the new Fulani empire was established, the western boun-
daty of Bornu marched with the eastern borders of the Fulani emirates
of Hadejia, Katagum and Gombe. Its eastern boundary passed approxi-
mately through the centre of Lake Chad. It thercfore belongs more to
the central than to the western Sudan. Yet it was so closely associated
with the jihad in Hausaland that some account of that association is
appropriate, as patt of the whole story of the jihad.

Befote the jihad in Hausaland, southern Bornu comptised the king-
doms of Hadejia, Jama‘are, Katagum and Misau and was governed by
the Galadima, a senior Bornu official. Around 1805, the leaders of cer-
tain Fulani clans that had long been scttled in these states revolted
against their Botnu ovetlord. In this they wete following the example
of the jihadists in Hausaland. Mai Ahmad, the ruler of Bornu at the
time, believing the tebels to be acting in collusion with the jihadists in
the Hausa kingdoms, protested to Shehu Usuman dan Fodio and de-
manded that he use his influence to restrain them. This produced no
result and the Fulani in Bornu continued their successful rebellion.
Although they suffered some initial defeats, by 1808 they had driven
the mai out of his capital, Birnin Ngasargamu, Mai Ahmad died shortly
after this and his successor, Mai Dunama, called to his aid a certain
Shaykh Muhammad b. Amin b. Mubhammad al-Kanami, a Kanembu
‘alim settled in Ngala, south of Lake Chad. Al-Kanami took up arms on
the mai’s behalf and in a series of campaigns scotched what had now
become a thorough—gomg attempt by the Fulani to conquer Botnu,
although he was unable to recapture the western provinces, which
became emirates of the Sokoto empire. As a result of his campaigns
al-Kanami gained such material power and moral influence that he first
rendered the wai subservient and later ousted his dynasty, that of the
Saifawa, which had ruled Bornu for almost a thousand years. He then
became the sole ruler of the empire, thus founding his own dynastic
line.

Al-Kinami was a devout Muslim. He was not a jibhadist. IHe fought
his campaigns to protect the territorial integrity of the Bornu empire
and to preserve the Islamic sZatus gno within it. ‘There is no substantial
evidence that, in imposing his own authority over Bornu, he was pre-
occupied with notions of reform. It is true that, spotadically, he tried

2 144
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Mais encore faut-il que cette étude de la Loi soit suffisamment
répandue parmi les croyants et représentée de fagon honorable. Iin'y
a rien de plus dangereux pour la continuité que les monopoles. Un
coup du sort les mettant a terre peut étre cause de malheurs
irréparables. -

Or, c’est ce qui arriva a Uintelligentsia de Tombouctou lors de
I'invasion marocaine en 1591. On sait comment les ‘ulama’ de la
ville, rasseemblés dans la mosquée sous le faux prétexte de préter ser-
ment de fidélité aux conquérants, furent presque tous arrétés et em-
menés quelques mois plus tard, en exil, 4 Marrakesh ®**. Ce n’était
pas simplement Tombouctou qui était privé de ses fagih mais toute
I'Afrique de I'Ouest. Ce fut un coup trés dur pour IIslam, son
enracinemerit et son expansion. L’épreuve mit un terme & la plus
brillante période dela vie intellectuelle sur les bords du Niger. |
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El-Kanemi
le cheikh restaurateur du pouvoir
au Bornou

Joh

Mallam Lamino, cheikh Mohammed
el-Amin el-Kanemi — en abrégé, simple-
ment el-Kanemi —, se présente tout ala fois
comme un savant et un maitre, un soldat et
un administrateur. Le pouvoir auquel il
accéde au début du xi1x° siécle lui vaut la
réputation de sauveur du Bornou, son pays
d’adoption. La région dans laquelle s’est
développée son action est aujourd’hui mor-
celée, conséquence des luttes d’inflience et
de I’établissement des frontiéres coloniales
entre le Nigeria, le Tchad, le Cameroun et
le Niger, et les régions soudaniennes cen-
trales. A o

La toile de fond

Entre 1600 et 1800, peu de change-
ments sont intervenus dans les territoires
du bilad as-Soudan : les Etats existants ou
ceux qui sont apparus au début de cette
période survivent encore a lorée du XIx®
siécle. A lest, dans la vallée du Nil, le
sultanat Funj de Sinnar est florissant ; plus
A Pouest, ce sont le Darfour, I'Ouaddai et
le Baghirmi. puis le Bornou et ses dépen-
dances auquel succédent les états hausa.
Dans la boucle du Niger se trouvent les
ruines du Songhai qui a succombé a
I"invasion marocaine en 1591 ; aucun pou-
voir de quelque importance n'a pris la
reléve. Au nord. sc trouvent les Targui et
les Toubou. nomades du désert, et les
sultanats d'Agadés et du Fezzan, tandis
qu'au-dela s'étend le domaine des pachas
ottomans d’Afrique du Nord : Alger, Tu-
nis. Tripoli et I'Egypte. Ces régions du
nord sont surtout en relation avec les pays
du pourtour de la Méditerranée, mais il
leur arrive d'étre concernées par les événe-
ments qui touchent les Etats de l'intérieur.

Le plus grand est le Bornou. qui, sous
les mai ou sultans de la dynastie des Beni

n B- Lavers

Saif, domine toute la région depuis un
millénaire. Dés le Xv® siécle, ils se sont

. proclamés califes de Takrour, auxquels la
plus grande partie du pays s’est soumise ;
leur pouvoir n’a donc jamais été sérieuse-
ment contesté. Loin de posséder une force
et une autorité comparables & celles des
Saifawa, Etats et royaumes ont officialisé
la suprématie des mai du Bornou. On a
tenté de distinguer entre le Bornou propre-
ment dit, ou Bornou métropolitain, ot I'on
parle surtout le kamri et ol le pouvoir est
relativement défini. et le grand Bornou qui
englobe des régions plus ou moins dépen-
dantes de ’autorité centrale. Certains Etats
semblent avoir 4 leur cour des résidents
du Bornou ; d’autres lui payent des tributs,
d’autres encore lui font des offrandes tradi-
tionnelles ou des dons volontaires. Ces
relations assez laches se retrouvent dans ce
que nous savons de Iactivité militaire au
Bornou au xvuI® siécle ; les expéditions
alors entreprises apparaissent comme des
actions de police visant au maintien du
statu quo ; la négociation est préférée au
conflit.

Dans le domaine économique, le Bor-
nou joue un role d’entrepreneur. II produit.
peu pour Pexportation. excepté d'impor-
tantes quantités de sel minéral utilisé com-
me remede ou comme ingrédient pour la
cuisine, et que l'on transporte trés loin.
jusqu'au Gonja et en Ashanti par exemple.
ou il est échangé contre d'autres marchan-
dises : noix de cola ou poussiere d’or. Les
marchands bornou se sont installés dans la
plupart des grands centres commerciaux
de la région, en particulier dans les Etats
hausa ou ils seront rapidement assimilés.
Pour acquérir de I'ivoire. ils pénétrent au
sud. jusqu'aux vallées du Chari et du
Logone, voire jusgu'au nord du bassin du
Congo. Le Bornou imporu\e des esclaves
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emir d’un “empire mobile”

aux confins soudanais
H&/H‘f /L(c:n/o?L

Les informations disponibles sur Ri-
bih® sont fragmentaires et parfois cntra-
dictoires. Jusqud son arrivée 4 T'ige
d’homme, il y a trois données que on peut
raisonnablement et utilement retenir. La
premicre est qu'il naquit vers 1840 dans un
village de la province de Khartoum. troi-
sieme enfant de son pére. Fad'lullah, bri-
quetier. et de sa mére. Zaidan, qui. dans le
tissu humain soudanais, étaient peut- -Gty
des Funj. Lua seconde est quiil s'engage
20 ans dans Marmcée ég yptu.nno.. mais qu'il
doit un jour la quitter et revenir au pays.
réformé pour une blessure au doigt. La
troisieme est quiavant mai 1864 il fait Ia
connaissance  d'al-Zubayr. grand  mar-
chand jfa “fivin en train de fonder sa pros-
périt¢ au Bahr al-Ghazal. et quil entre
pour longtemps au nombre de ses auxiliai-
res lddtes.

¢
a

Shwons ves trop maigres  données.
Depuis 1820, lors de la conquéte ordonnee
par le vice-roi d'ligy pte Muhammad Al
gui @ mis fin aux pouvoirs royaux oy
ribaux antéricurs et nOLINMENT au vicus
royaume de Sinndr. da vatlée soudanaise du
Nil. les pays entre Nil blane et Athara. fe
Kordotin... sunt sous administration ég yp-
tienne - ¢gyplo ottomane si on pense ikt
nature de 11 couche dirigeante. A Khar-
toum. un gouverneur géneral impulse une
vigueur modernisatrice qui s'épanouit dans
le systéme fiseal et dans da creation dune
armeée A large recrutement local, Le com-
merce a longue distance en est stmulc
Pancien. qui amenait vers fe Cures du
Dar Far et du Sinndr. des eschnes pris
dins leurs lointains pays frontaliers non
musubmans, et dont Pintérét se montre
manifeste pour Parmée nouvelle. éayptien-
ne et soudanaise — et le nouveau, fuscind
par Fivoire que demande Humpu pour
lequel de grands marchands & origines vi-

N

rices établis 4 Khartoum ouvrent hardi-
ment unc sorte de Far-(South)-West in-
controlé 1 Haur-Nil et, intensivement a
partir de 1853, Bahr al-Ghazal. L’ivoire
secréte ausst Pesclave, fruit des combats,
porteur, soldat des troupes des grands
marchands et des garnisons de leurs cam-
pements et entrepdts fortifies, les zariba.
Al-Zubayr réussit la brillamment ; on le
voit méme dés 1839 nouer contact, au-dela
du versant hydrographique nilotique et'des
populations peu structurées politiquement
du Dar-Fertit, avec un des souverains
zandé. dont il épouse la fille et convoite
Iivoire.

En s'attachant & lui, Rabih™ s’agré-
geait & la construction d'un grand pouvoir
politique et ¢conomique, menée tambour
battant dans une sitwation ignorant les
«régles du jeu s généralement imposées
par le conteste social. ot comptaient seules
lit furee disponible. Pappréciation correcte
des partenaires et des oceasions, et la
décision -- expdérience qui préfigure, et
manilestement prépare. sa propre carriére
future. Expérience pour laquelle ses quali-
1¢s et oses talents militaires acquis dans
'armée fuvptienne e recommandaient :
al-Zubavr. séduit, lui confia vite dimpor-
tants commandements.

En 1863 est fondée la zariba qui, de

toutes celles du Bahr al-Ghazal. devient la-

plus célébre. Ta plus fastucuse. la plus
fréquentée des marchands les plus loin-
Lains, appelée du nom de son possesseur.
selon Fusage. Dam Zubayr, Son maitre est
bien plus quun marchand. un vrai prince.
En 1866, 1! passe traite avee 80 shaykhs
des pasteurs arabes rizaigit qui tiennent
e flanc meridional du Dar-Far: it en
obtient. contre puicmcm d'un droit, le
passage tranqml}c. de leur pays pour ses
caravanes, qui gagnent ainsi Khartoum

a8y 4.
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5 IMAM AHMAD IBN FARTUWA
IDRIS ALAWMA AND THE KANEM WARS

The state of Kanem was probably founded in the ninth century in the region northeast

of Lake Chad by black Saharan

nomads called Zaghawa. Between the eleventh and

thirteenth centuries Islam was introduced and was accompanied by the political transfor-

mation of the chief of Kanem from a nomadic sheik to a Sudanese king,

the mai, with

his capital at Njimi. During the reign of Dunama Dabalemi ibn Salma (1221-1259), the

authority of the mai was strengthened,

but his enthusiasm for Islam alienated the pagan

branch of the ruling clan known as the Bulala. Thereafter, the kings of Kanem sought
to crush the pagan Bulala, but in the fourteenth century this struggle intensified and the
pagan reaction triumphed. Between 1384 and 1388, the mai abandoned Kanem to the

Bulala and took refuge in Bornu, west of Lake Chad. Victorious,
north of Lake Fitri, Meanwhile, the former rulers of Kanem revived
who established the kingdom of Bornu with its capital

their capital at Gaw,
under Ali ibn Dunama (1476-1503),

the Bulala established

at Ngazargamu. Bornu Sfourished and reached its golden age during the reign of Idris

ibn Ali (1570-1602), known as
He made the pilgrimage to Mecca,

Idris Alawma. Idris Alawma was a great warrior king.
during which he learned the power of firearms and

imported Turkish musketeers to consolidate his power in Bornu. He then launched the
Kanem wars against the Bulala. In seven expeditions he defeated the Bulala but was never
able to subdue them. In the end he acknowledged the independence of Kanem under its
Bulala king and agreed upon a defined frontier berween Bornu and Kanem. Ahmad ibn
Fartuwa was the principal imam under Idris Alawma. His rich and detailed “A History

of the First Twelve Years of the Reign of Mai
Idris Alooma” were first procured by Heinrich

Idris Alooma” and “The Kanem War of
Barth in 1853 from the then Wazir of

Bornu, al-Hajj Bashir. The selections in this section describe the pilgrimage, the return
(o Bornu, and the consolidation of the authority of Idris Alawma and are Jollowed by

excerpts from his fifth,
peace treaty with the Bulala.

So he made the pilgrimage and visited
Tayiba, the Tayiba of the Prophet, the
chosen one {upon whom be peace and the
blessing of God), the unique, the victori-
ous over the vicissitudes of day and night.

He was enriched by visiting the tomb
of the pious Sahabe the chosen, the perfect
ones (may the Lord be favourable and
beneficent to them), and he bought in the
noble city a house and date grove, and
settled there some slaves, yearning after
a plenteous reward from the Great Mas-
ter.

From Ifnam Ahmad ibn Fartuwa, “A History of the
First Twelve Years of the Reign of Mai Idris
Alooma,” in H. R. Palmer, Mai Idris of Barnu,
1571-1583 (Lagos, 1926), pp. 11-13. Section de-
scribing Fifth Expedition from imam Ahmad ibn
Fartuwa, “The Kanem Wars, in H. R. Palmer,
Sudanese Memoirs (Lagos, 1928), 1, 48-31, 62-65,
67-69. .

sixth, and seventh expeditions to Kanem, which culminated in the

Then he prepared to return to the king-
dom of Bornu. When he reached the land
called Barak he killed all the inhabitants
who were warriors. They were strong but
after this became weak; they became con-
quered, where formerly they had been
conquerors. Among the benefits which
God (Most High) of His bounty and
beneficence, generosity, and constancy
conferred upon the Sultan was the acqui-
sition of Turkish musketeers and numer-
ous household slaves who became skilled
in firing muskets.

Hence the Sultan was able to kill the
people of Amsaka with muskets, and
there was no need for other weapons, so
that God gave him a great victory by rea-
son of his superiority in arms.

Among the most surprising of his acts
was the stand he took against obscenity
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imam Ahmad ibn Fartuwa

and adultery, so that no such thing took
place openly in his time. Formerly the
people had been indifferent to such
offences, committed openly or secretly by
day or night. In fact he was a power
among his people and from him came
their strength.

So he wiped away the disgrace, and the
face of the age was blank with astonish-
ment. He cleared away and reformed as
far as he could the known wrong doing.

To God belong the secret sins, and in
His hands is direction, and prevention,
and prohibition and sanction.

Owing to the Mai’s noble precepts all
the people had recourse to the sacred
Sheria, putting aside worldly intriguc in
their disputes and affairs, big or little.

From all we have heard, formerly most
of the disputes were settled by the chiefs,
not by the “Ulema.”

For example, he stopped wrong doing,
hatred and treachery, and fighting be-
tween Muslims, in the case of the Kuburi
and Kayi. They had been fighting bitterly
over their respectrive prestige, but on the
Sultan’s accession, he sternly forbade
them to fight till they became as brothers
in God.

Then again there was his lenieney in his
remarkable expedition to Gamargu and
Margi and Kopchi and Mishiga and to the
hills of Womdiu.

He also came to the people of the hills
of Zajadu and the hills of N'garasa, called
N'guma, who had allied themselves with
the sons of Sultan Daud and his grand-
sons and relatives and made raids on the
land of Bornu, killing men and cnslaving
women and children right down to the
time of our Sultan (may God ennoble him
in both worlds). He scattered their host,
and divided them, but of the N'guma he
spared all and established them in settle-
ments under his direction as his subjects
nor did they resist or become recalcitrant.

The tribe of N'gizim, the people of
Mugulum, and the people of Gamazan

Lo o,
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and others of the N'gizim stock who were
neighbours were insolent and rebellious,
till our Sultan went out to them with a
large host, destroyed their crops, and
burnt their houses in the wet season.
Thus they felt the pinch of a ruined
country, yielded to him obedience, and
submitted to his rule. '

He introduced units of measure for
corn among these people by the power
and might of God. The N'gizim who
dwelt in the West, known as Binawa,
would not desist from enslaving Muslims
in their country and doing other evil and
base-actions. They kept seizing the walled
towns of the Yedi as fortresses and places
of refuge and hiding, using them as bases
treacherously to attack the Muslims by
day and night, without ceasing or respite.
But when our Sultan ascended the throne,
he and his Wazir in chiel Kursu took
counsel to stem the torrent of their guile
and deceit, so that they left off their
wickedness, and some followed the Sul-
tan, others the Wazir Kursu, others var-
ious leaders who had waged “Holy War”
with the Sultan.

To some the Sultan gave orders to set-
tle, and devote their time to agriculture.

Again there is the record of the Sultan's
dealings with the So whose home was in
the East on the shores of the great lake
of Chad. These people, known as Tatala,
formerly perpetrated many iniquities and
crimes. It is said that they took stores of
water in gourds or other receptacles, and
then with their weapons and shiclds, sal-
lied forth to harry the towns of the Mus-
lims, sometimes going two or three days
distance on these forays.

But when the time of our Sultan came,
he rebuked them with a stern rebuke, and
chastised them with divers sorts of chas-
tisement till they became downcast and
ashamed. Many of their dwellings be-
came desolate, empty, forlorn and de-
serted.

Know, my brethren, that in what we
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Idris Alaoma
souverain guerrier
de l’'empire du Bornu

Idris Alaoma est bien le seul souve-

rain du Bornu dont le nom soit connu d’un

-large public. C’est 1 Pindice d’un grand

régne. Et, de fait, le Bornu atteint alors, au

tournant du xvi¢ siécle et du XvIif, un

niveau de puissance qu’il ne retrouvera
plus dans les siécles suivants.

Mais le nom d’Idris Alaoma est insé-
parable de celui de la dynastie 4 laquelle il
appartient, celle des Sefuwa, ou Sefawa,
qui prétendent descendre du héres yéméni-
te Saif b. Dhu Yazan. Cette dynastie, qui a
régné sans interruption sur le Kanem
d’abord, sur le Bornu ensuite, pendant au
moins huit cents ans, témoigne d’une conti-
nuité remarquable.

~ L’importance de la tradition histori-
que autochtone est a la mesure de ce
phénoméne dynastique et étatique. Les
listes royales — girgam — récitées dans la
langue du Bornu (le kanuri), constituent le
principal support de cette connaissance du
passé autour de laquelle s’articulent de
multiples légendes et récits oraux.

L’usage ancien de 'arabe a permjs de
transcrire et consigner de longue date
certains girgam et traditions, voire certains
actes du pouvoir comme les exemptions du
devoir militaire accordées a quelques clans
et conservées par eux (marham). Deux de
ces marham sont précisément attribués a
Idris Alaoma.

L'intérét scientifique pour cette litte-
rature historique kanuri commence avec le
grand voyageur allemand Heinrich Barth,
dont la mission effectuée entre 1849 et
1835 est patronnée par le gouvernement
britannique. Lors de son premier séjour au
Bornu, en avril-mai 1851, H. Barth recoit
d’un dignitaire de la cour deux copies en
arabe de la liste dynastique des souverains
sefawa. Ce document, le Diwan al-salatin
Bornu, contient de fagon concise les noms
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de soixante-sept souverains successifs, la
durée et les principaux événements de leur-
régne, leur filiation et le nom de I’endroit
ou ils sont enterrés, a Pexclusion de toute
chronologie absolue (dates de I’ére musul-
mane, par exemple). Cette structure, qui
correspond aux exigences de la tradition,
caractérise bien une liste destinée a étre
récitée devant les souverains. Idris Alaoma
trouve ainsi sa place, d’ailleurs fort bréve, -
dans cette version de la succession dynasti-

que officielle.

C’est encore a Barth que ’on doit de
connaitre deux documents essentiels pour
I’histoire du régne d’Idris :'il s’agit du récit
des campagnes militaires menées par -le
souverain au Bornu et au Kanem. Ces
manuscrits en arabe ont été rédigés par
I'un des plus hauts dignitaires de la cour, le -
grand imam Ahmad b. Fartua (ou Furtu),
dans les années 1576-1578. Leur date les
place au nombre des plus vieilles chroni-
ques historiques soudanaises. Elles sont
contemporaines du régne d’Idris Alaoma,
dont elles ne couvrent cependant que les
douze premiéres années — aucun témoi-
gnage équivalent ne nous étant parvenu
sur les années postérieures. Comme I’a
écrit Y. Urvoy, ces récits sont « encore
plus intéressants par les remarques inci-
dentes que par leurs propos directs » : le
ton hagiographique et les intentions pieu-
ses de l'auteur conférent en effet a ces
ccuvres une partialité évidente, mais les
nombreux détails vivants dont elles four-
millent fournissent indirectement une do-
cumentation précieuse sur la politique et
les méthodes d'ldris, et sur la situation du
Bornu a la fin du xvr© siécle.

Aprés Barth, 1a plupart des auteurs se
sont contentés de reprendre les informa-
tions ainsi recueillies par lui, y ajoutant
dans certains cas quelques renseignements
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El-Kanemi
le cheikh restaurateur du pouvoir

au Bornou
Jo\fw\ E: - Lc\\/ers

Mallam Lamino, cheikh Mohammed
el-Amin el-Kanemi — en abrégé, simple-
ment el-Kanemi —, se présente tout a la fois
comme un savant et un maitre, un soldat et
un administrateur. Le pouvoir auquel il
accéde au début du x1x® siécle lui vaut la
réputation de sauveur du Bornou, son pays
d’adoption. La région dans laquelle s’est
développée son action est aujourd’hui mor-
celée, conséquence des luttes d’influence et
de I'établissement des frontiéres coloniales
entre le Nigeria, le Tchad, le Cameroun et
le Niger, et les régions soudaniennes cen-
trales. ”

La toile de fond

Entre 1600 et 1800, peu de change-
ments sont intervenus dans les territoires
du bilad as-Soudan : les Etats existants ou
ceux qui sont apparus au début de cette
période survivent encore a l'orée du XIx*
siécle. A Test. dans la vallée du Nil, le
sultanat Funj de Sinnar est florissant ; plus
4 ouest. ce sont le Darfour, ’Ouaddaj et
le Baghirmi. puis le Bornou et.ses dépen-
dances auquel succédent les états hausa.
Dans la boucle du Niger se trouvent les
ruines du Songhai qui a succombé a
'invasion marocaine en 1591 ; aucun pou-
voir de quelque importance n'a pris la
reléve. Au nord. se trouvent les Targui et
tes Toubou. nomades du désert. et les
sultanats d’Agadés et du Fezzan, tandis
qu'au-dela s'étend le domaine des pachas
ottomans d’Afrique du Nord: Alger, Tu-
nis. Tripoli et I'Egypte. Ces régions du
nord sont surtout en relation avec les pays
du pourtour de la Méditerranée, mais il
leur arrive d’étre concernées par les événe-
ments qui touchent les Etats de l'intérieur.

Le plus grand est le Bornou. qui, sous
les mai ou sultans de 1a dynastie des Beni
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Saif, domine toute la région depuis un
millénaire. Dés le xv°© siécle, ils se sont
proclamés califes de Takrour, auxquels la
plus grande partie du pays s’est soumise ;
leur pouvoir n’a donc jamais été sérieuse-
ment contesté. Loin de posséder une force
et une autorité comparables a celles des
Saifawa, Etats et royaumes ont officialisé
la suprématie des mai du Bornou. On a
tenté de distinguer entre le Bornou propre-
ment dit, ou Bornou métropolitain, ol I'on
parle surtout le kamri et ol le pouvoir est
relativement défini, et le grand Bornou qui -
englobe des régions plus ou moins dépen-
dantes de I’autorite centrale. Certains Etats -
semblent avoir a leur cour des résidents
du Bornou ; d’autres lui payent des tributs.
d’autres encore lui font des offrandes tradi-
tionnelles ou des dons volontaires. Ces
relations assez laches se retrouvent dans ce
que nous savons de I’activité militaire au
Bornou au Xvi® siécle : les expéditions
alors entreprises apparaissent comme des
actions de police visant au maintien du
statu quo ; la négociation est préférée au
conflit.

Dans le domaine économique, le Bor-
nou joue un role d’entrepreneur. 1l produit
peu pour lexportation. excepté d'impor-
tantes quantités de sel minéral utilisé com-
me reméde ou comme ingrédient pour la
cuisine, et que 'on transporte trés loin.
jusqu'au Gonja ct en Ashanti par exemple,
ott il est échangé contre d'autres marchan-
dises : noix de cola ou poussiére d’or. Les
marchands bornou se sont installés dans la
plupart des grands centres commerciaux
de la région, en particulier dans les Etats
hausa ou ils seront rapidement assimilés.
Pour acquérir de l'ivoire. ils pénétrent au
sud, jusqu'aux vallées du Chari et du
Logone, voire jusqu'au nord du bassin du
Congo. Le Bornou importe des esclaves
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trate. At the present time Arabic and Islamic education is undergoing
something of a revival. This is due not only to a broader conscious-
ness of Bornu’s Islamic heritage (and a parallel phenomenon may be
observed in Hausaland), but to a more conscious rejection of secular
education, unwittingly encouraged by the continung decline in
standards in government-sponsored education and rising school fees.

THE SHEHUS OF BORNU o %073

MUHAMMAD AL-AMIN b. MUHAMMAD NINKA al-Kanem, b.
1189/1775-6, d. 1253/1837. ‘

Denham & Clapperton (1828), i, 212 ff.; F.W. H. Migeod, Through Nigeria to Lake
Chad, London, 1924, 172-4; Documents Scientifiques de la Mission Tilho, Paris,
1913, ii, 358-66; A.A. Boahen, Britain, the Sahara and the Western Sudan, 1788-
1861, Oxford University Press, 1964, 60-2, et passim; Brenner (1973), (1979), 27-
66: R. Cohen & L. Brenner, “Bornu in the nineteenth century”, in JLF.A. Ajayi & M.
Crowder, History of West Africa, 3td edn., London: Longman, 1987, ii, 132-73; EI
(2), iv, 541-2; ms. Ibadan (UL), Bornu, 52.

Founder of the dynasty of Shehus of Bornu, Muhammad al-Amin
was born in the Fezzan. His father was a Kanembu scholar from Fahi
near Mao in Kanem, who moved to the Fezzan and married the
daughter of a wealthy Arab merchant. Little is known of his early
life. He studied in Tripoli, and in the 1790s made the pilgrimage
with his father who died in Madina. The next ten years were spent in
the Hijaz, but then he returned to Bornu and settled near Ngala,
- marrying a daughter of the Mai of Ngala.

He acquired an armed following, and with these men he defeated a
local Fulani force inspired by Sh. “Uthman b. Muhammad Fodiye’s
example, and bent on jihad. He then went on to drive the Fulani out
of Gazargamu, the capital of the mai of Bornu. He thus became the
most effective military force in Bornu, and with the benefit of gifts
of land, cattle and slaves, was able to consolidate his power base. His
community at Ngala also attracted scholars, such as Yiisuf b. Abd
.al-Qadir (g.v.). From_£'1235/ 1819-20, when he had a seal struck in his
own name, until his death in 1253/1837, he was the effective ruler of
Bornu. He made his capital in Kukawa and was buried there. After
his death his sons and grandsons succeeded him, eclipsing the mais.
His literary output is small, but we have included the numerous
epistles he sent to various followers, subordinates, scholars and rela-

tives, both for their historical value and because many of them have
scholarly substance.

BORNU, WADAI AND ADAMAWA 385

1. Nasthat al-hukkam ahl al-fahm. '
In verse. Opens; Qal al-faqir al-“alim al-radi * Muhammad» najl
al-walt al-sant.

MSS: Ibadan (UL), Bornu, 44; Kaduna (NA), N/AR2/114;
Maiduguri (CTSS), 90/486; Zaria, 126/9, Smith, 1/44.

2. Q. daliyya: Nasim al-saba arajta rab‘en bi-Kiakawa * Wa-
shéhadta man bi'l-babi min mutaraddidi.

Celebrating his safe return from Bagirmi. .
MSS: Ibadan (UL), Bornu, 38; Maiduguri (CTSS), 90/459; Zaria,
Smith, 1/38.

Publ. trans in Denham and Clapperton (1828), Appendix XIV.

Takh. by anon. (sometimes attributed to his son “Umar). Opens: A-ya
sari ’'l-layli balligh li-man tawa * Dawamira kashhin li’l-firdg
alladhi hawa.

MSS: Ibadan (CAD), 269 (copy in Kaduna (AH), 1/1/1; Ibadan
(UL), Bornu, 39; Kaduna (NA), B/AR14/2 (attrib. to his son ‘Umar);
Maiduguri (CTSS), 90/480, 520 (attrib. to “Umar); Zaria, 96/4, 107/4
(2 copies), Smith, 1/39.

3. Rasa’il;

i) To Sh. Abi Bakr b. Sh. Ibrahim.
MS: Ibadan (UL), 246.

ii) To the scholar Ahmad al-talib.
MSS: Zaria, 95/4, 98/5.

iii) To Ahmad b. “Abd al-Salam al-Qadiri.
MSS: Ibadan (UL), Bornu, 42; Zaria, Smith, 1/29, 42 (inc.).

iv) To khalifa Ali b. khalifa Bukar.
MSS: Ibadan (UL), 325; Zaria, 89/7,

v) To al-hajj °Ali Fatiwi (7).
MS: Ibadan (UL), 506M31.

vi) To kachella Badi, ra’is jama‘at ghulamind.
Dated 18 Jumada II 1251/8 October 1835.
MSS: Ibadan, 234; Zaria, 158/3, 87/4 (3 copies).

vii) To the scholar Hamid.
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KANDIYA — KANEM

245 (interpolation of a lengthy official account of
the siege and its aftermath, with some diplomatic
correspondence); references to unpublished ghaza-
wit-nimes in A. S. Levend, Gazavat-nimeler . . .
{Ankara 1956) 120-6; Barkan, Kanunlar, 350-3;
B. Randolph, ,The Present State of the Islands in
theArchipelago, Oxford 1687; O. Dapper, Descrip-
tion exacte des isles de I’ Archipel 1688, Amsterdam
1703, 405-8, 441-2; Richard Pococke, 4 Description
of the East..., London 1754-5, ii, 255 ff.; M.
Savary, Lettres sur la Gréce, Paris, an VII, 148,
195 f.; C. S, Sonnini, Voyage d Gréce et en Turquie,
Paris; an IX, i, 342 ff.; J. M. Tancoigne, Voyage
4 Smyrne ..., Paris 1817, i, 110-16; G. Gerola,
Monumenti veneti dell’Isola ds Creta, 4 vols. in
5 parts, Venezie 1905-32, especially if1, pp. 6, ,
99-154, 303-414; ii, passim; Sil-name for 1294
(1877); V. Cuinet, La Turquic d’Asie, Paris 1890,

i, 581-3. (C. J. Heywoop)
~—KANDUORI or kandira or kandiri a Persian
word meaning a leather or linen tablecloth; in Hinda-
stani this word means also a religious feast held in
honour of a venerated person like Fatima. In this
latter meaning the word has been imported, apparent-
ly, from India into the Indonesian archipelago. In
Acheen the word is unchanged, while in Java it is
slightly altered into kenduri or kendurén; it may be
noted that nowadays the more usual terms in Java
are sedekakh or sidekah, from the Arabic sadaka,
slametan, from the Arabic salimat, or kadial, a well-
known Arabic word, meaning need, want of a man’s
presence at a feast, and hence the festival itself. In
general it7is a feast given with a religious
purpose, or at least in conformity with religious law,
just like the walima in the books of fikk. The occa-
sions which give rise to it are numerous, for instance:
days of commemoration, domestic events, especially
circumcision, the completion of teaching the Kur’in,
certain periods, such as pregnancy, sowing and har-
vest, and sundry reasons like setting out on a journey,

occupying a new house and other enterprises, the

averting of epidemics and calamities, etc. According
to the Law each kandiiri should have a religious
character: the poor must be invited, forbidden
things should be avoided, but the strong local %Gdat
is always prone to look for -means of effecting a
compromise. Every complete kandiri, especially
those in commemoration of deceased relatives and
those given on the anniversary of a saint, is sanctified
by means of recitation of the Kur’an, dhikrs or
prayers; popular superstition, however, regards such
kandiiris as consisting of actual offerings of food to
the deceased. Almost every kandiri is opened by a
prayer, the commemorative ones by the do“a kubur.
In Acheen some months are called kandiiri with a

second word indicating the food the sacred meal

consists of. i
Bibliography: C. Snouck Hurgronje, The
Achehnese, i, 210, 214-6, 236; Th. W. Juynboli,
Handb. des Islam. Geselzes, 164.
- (Pi. S. V. RONKEL®)
KANEM (a. Kinim), today the name of a pre-
fecture (capital Mao) in the republic of Chad. It is
bounded in the north by Borkou, in the east by
Batha, in the south by Chari-Baguirmi, in the south-
west by the department of Lac and in the west by
the republic of Nigeria (population 170,000). Its
borders do.not correspond exactly to those of the
- region which was one of the most ancient kingdoms
of Africa and stretched, according to the most widely
accepted view, as far as the caravan route from

Kawar [g.v.] to Lake Chad in the west, to Bahr al

. Ghazal [g.0.] in the south, to the depression of the

Eguel in the east, and in the north to a line drawn
from Belgashipari to Birpo by the lake.

The most characteristic topographical feature of
Kanem is the existence of numerous sand dunes
running N.W. by S.E., separated from one another
by hollows several hundred yards broad ang some-
times four or five miles long. Dunes and depressions
are specially marked in the northern part. The
hollows, which are given the name of wad (wddi),
are dry except during the rainy season, when ponds
are formed in the deepest parts; their bottoms consist
of soil impregnated with natron. Below this, to a
depth of 3 to 30 feet, lies a vast waterbearing stratum.
The climate of Kahem is that of tropical regions.
The rains are unequally distributed and diminish
from south to north. The date-palm grows wild in
many of the wads. It even forms a regular oasis at
Mao. Cultivation is limited to the area around the
villages, built on the slopes of the dunes. The com-
monest crop is the millet, to which may be added
wheat, beans and cotton. The rearing of horses,
cattle, sheep and camels is also a very important
source of income for the inhabitants. The fauna is
very rich and varied: the elephant, the rhinoceros,
the hippopotamus, lion, buffalo and panther abound
in Kanem.proper and the ostrich, antelope, gazelle
and giraffe on the northern steppes.

The population is far from being homogeneous.
The diverse elements which compose it belong some
to the negro group and some to the Arab group. To
the first belong the Kanembi, the Buddiima, the
Kiiri; to the second the Ulad-Sliman and the Shoa;
the Tundjur and Tubu are classed between the two.
The Kanembii, descendants of the first settlers in
Kanem, constitute basis of the population, upon
whom they have imposed their language. They are
dark grey (azrak) in colour and tall in stature.
Industrious and peace-loving, they are settled and
devote themselves to agriculture. They profess Islam
and are fairly strict Muslims. In their midst live
groups of individuals called Haddad (in Kanembi
dogoa} who, although differing from the Kanembi
neither in language nor in physical type, are consid-
ered as belonging to an inferior race. Very warlike in
disposition, armed with bows and arrows, they
played an active part in the civil wars which desolated
the country in the course of last century.

The Buddiima and the Kiir inhabit the islands of
Lake Chad. The Buddiima, who occupy the northern
archipelago, live by fishing, cattle-raising and the
cultivation of millet. They have, for the most part,
remained fetish-worshippers. The Kiiri, on the other
hand, while leading the same sort of life as the
Buddiima, are completely islamized.

The Ulad Sliman who came from Tripolitania and
Fezzin in the middle of the 1g9th century, speak
Arabic. Nomads and robbers, almost their sole means
of existence was the slave trade and brigandage.
The Shoa, long established in Kanem, continue to use
the Arabic language but their physical type has been
altered by admixture with the black population. The
Islam which they profess is fairly strict. Nomads in
the dry regions near the desert, they become settled
in the moister southern regions.

According to the Arabic sources studied by Mar-

quart (see Bibl), the kingdom of Kanem seems to

have been founded by the Zaghiwa. Al-Bakri (de
Slane, 29) mentions the inhabitants of Kanem as
idolators and al-1drisi (ed. Napies-Rome 1970, i, 29),
who cites the town of Minam, seems also to consider

them as such. Islam was introduced in the 4thfroth
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Smith, A., “The Early States of the Central Sudan”, in History of West Africa, Vol. I, edit. Ajayi and Crowder, ( ‘)
London 1979, pp. 152, 154, 156, 158.
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KANEM-BORNU an old reaim lying north of Lake Chad, on the edge of the

desert. :

« Bornu

o ToZaghawa................ e until mid 9th century
o Rulers names unknown..........cccceeeceeene c. 850-c. 1260

B O L c. 1260-c. 1400

o Capital transferred to Bornu owing to turbulence in Kanem - from c. 1400 or a little
earlier the state is known as the Empire of Bornu.

o Birillieeeeeeee, 1389-1421

e Othman Kalinuama.........ccccceeeveerencinns 1421-1422
e DunamalV.....ccovueeee. eeeerereerranas 1422-1424

o Abdullah oo 1424-1432

e lbrahim Il ..o 1432-1440
T 1440-1446

o DunamaV......iniinnenennnn 1446-1450

o Mohammed Il.......ccoeiiiiiniiiiiaeaee 1450-1451

®  AMAMMA.....ccerieenieeaerereeeeeeeeennae 1451-1453

o  Mohammed ll.......ccovivevireinninienennens 1453-1458

¢ GhazZiieer e 1458-1463

e Othman Hl.....coooiiiniicieine 1463-1473

o Omarll.ciccieeceiieecee e 1473-1474

e  Mohammed IV......coceeereiiiiiniiinnens 1474-1479
e Al GazZi..cococeeieeeeeeeeeeenen 1479-1507

e |dris |l Katakarmabe..............ccc..cu. 1507-1529
o Mohammed V.......ooooveiiiiciiiiiiiieee 1529-1544
o AliLc e 1544-1548

o Dunama Vl......oooeviieeniinneiinnenn, 1548-1566

e Abdullah Hl.....cccooeeiiiiiiiiiiinn, 1566-1573

¢ Aissa Kili N'guirmamaramama (fem.)............. 1673-1580
e |dris [l Alaoma........coeeviviiiiiiinnnnns 1580-1617

e Mohammed VI Bukaimarami.........c.ccoeeuveenen 1617-1632
o lbrahim ..o, 1632-1639

o HadjOmar....ccoovirecveeeeniecrccinen, 1639-1657

o Al 1657-1694

o Idris V.o 1694-1711

e Dunama Vll......oooeiiiiiiiiieeneene 1711-1726

o HadjHamdan...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie. 1726-1738

e Mohammed Vli.......cccocvvriiniiicacennn. 1738-1751
e Dunama VIil Gana.......cccceeeeeeeeccvneecnne 1751-1753
o Al 1753-1793



