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and Josel Matuz, Der Niedergang der ana-
tolischen Seldschuken. Die Entscheidungss-
chiacht am Késedag, Central Astatic Journal
17/2-4 (1973), 180-99, especially 194,
note 84.

StepuEN W. REmNERT

Kosovo Polje, first battle of

The first batile of Kosovo Polje,
fought between the Ottomans and a Ser-
bian and Bosnian coalition, took place
five miles southwest of Pritina, on “The
Field of Blackbirds,” beyond the junction
of the Lab and Sitnica Rivers. Follow-
ing the Julian calendar, Christian sources
date the event to 15 June 1389 (St. Vitus
Day); according to Ottoman chroniclers,
it occurred on 4 Ramazan (Ramadan)
791/27 August 1389. While the Otto-
mans defeated their opponents, both sides
suffered heavy losses, and the Ottoman
victory did not result in an immediaie
conquest of Serbia, much less Bosnia.

Tentative Ottoman attermpts towards
expansion in Serbia and Bosnia began
some four years before the battle, a turn-
ing point being Sultan Murad (Murad)
T's (r. 763-91/1362-89) conquest of
Ni3, in the heart of Serbian Knez Lazar
Hrebeljanovié’s lands, in  788/1386.
By the spring of 791/1389, Murad had
resolved to subject Serbia militarily, but
what triggered this is not entirely clear.
Sometime before or after the conquest
of Ni§, Lazar had rebuffed Murad in an
encounter at Plo¢nik. Likewise, Ottoman
advances into Bosnia were resisted, nota-
bly in Saban (Sha‘ban) 790/August 1388,
when Vlatko Vukovié¢ (d. 794/1392), one
of King Tvrtko I's (d. 793/1391) generals,
decimated a large Ottoman force at Bile¢a.
Perhaps Murad organized the 791/1389
campaign to redress these humiliations,
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with the initial objective of eliminating
knez Lazar, who clearly had refused to
accept vassalage, and who presumably was
viewed as closely allied with King Tvrtko
in efforts to repulse Ottomnan expansion in
their territories. In any case, the Kosovo
plain was strategically important as a Bal-
kan crossroads, and the mines in adja-
cent hills were rich, particularly in silver.

Murad himself led the assembled
Ottoman army, accompanied by his
sons Yakub (Ya‘qub, d. 791/1389) and
Bayezid (Bayezid d. 805/1403). It was a
large force (perhaps 20,000 men or more),
combining troops [rom Rumelia and Ana-
tolia. Knez Lazar’s forces were similarly
formidable (perhaps 17,000 men or more)
and were composed of Serbs, led by him-
self and Vuk Brankovié¢ (d. 800/1397),
and Bosnians, commanded by Vlatko
Vukovié. Ottoman chroniclers” claims
that this coaliion included Hungarians,
Wallachians, Germans, and troops from
other European nations are fanciful.

In the absence of eye-witness reports,
and given the numerous divergences in the
various relevant sources, it is impossible to -
reconstruct a credible, coherent picture of .
the battle from opening charge to cessa-
tion of combat. The Ottomans triumphed
in the sense that they held the field and
succeeded in annihilating most of knez
Lazar’s fighting force. Lazar himself was
captured, and, following the battle, decap-
itated. Bayezid I (r. 791-804/1389-1402)
later allowed his remains to be moved
from Pridtina to Ravanica, where they
were buried. The Ottomans, in turn, suf-
fered significant losses, and at some point
in the action Murad I was assassinated
by the Serb Milo3 Obili¢, who feigned
defection and thus gained access to the
sultan. Thereupon Obili¢ was summarily
dispatched, and Murad was succeeded on
the battlefield by his younger son Bayezid,
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Stephen W. REINERT

A BYZANTINE SOURCE ON THE BATTLES OF

BILECA (7) AND KOSOVO POLJE: KYDONES'
LETTERS 396 AND 398 RECONSIDERED

When sultan Murad and knez Lazar clashed at Kosovo Polje, Demetrios
Kydones was dwelling in Constantinople, occupied (so it would seem) with little
more than his private literary pursuits. Now in his mid sixties, Kydones had
served as a key advisor to two emperors, namely John VI Kantakouzenos (in
1347-54) and John V Palaiologos (in 1357-1372/73, 1374/75-1376, and 1379-
1385/1386).! Throughout his long and troubled career Kydones counselled
alignment with the Catholic west, disdaining the more viable alternative —
subordination to the Ottomans. It was thus inevitable that tensions frequently
arose between Kydones and the imperial circle following John V's submission to
Murad in 1372 or 1373, shortly after the battle of Cernomen. This friction so
intensified in 1385/86 that Kydones opted to retire. His difficulties at that time
doubtless stemmed from his affection and sympathy for Manuel II, John V's
second son and his own former pupil. In late 1382 Manuel had assumed,
virtually autonomous rule in Thessaloniki, refusing thereafter to accommodate.
with the Turks, and thus provoking Murad, in 1383, to lay siege to
Thessaloniki. Manuel's endeavors to preserve the city ultimately failed in spring
1387, when its citizens preferred surrender to starvation. Throughout Manuel's
reign in Thessaloniki, Kydones remained in close contact with the renegade
emperor.2 Moreover, he continued to encourage and comfort Manuel during the

~

YFor a comprehensive survey of Kydones' life and writings see F. Tinnefeld, Demetrios Kydones
Briefe, Ersier Tell, Erster Hulbband (Einleitung und 47 Briefe), (Swuttgan, 1981), 4-87. Also
uscful are the biographical notes in F. Kianka's ‘Byunluw Papal Diplomacy: The Role of
Demetrius l(ydonet. The International Review 7 (1983): 174-213 (especially pp. 175-78, 205-
11).

200 Manuei's 'reign in Thessaloniki, including his contacts with Kydoncs, George Dennis' The
Reign of Manuel Il Palaeologus in Thessalonica, 1382-1387 (Rome: Pont. lnnmuum
Oricntalium Studiorum, 1960) remains unsurpassed.
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UNE INFORMATION NEGLIGEE SUR LA PARTICIPATION
DE LA VALACHIE A LA BATAILLE DE KOSOVO (1448)

STEFAN ANDREESCU

Llexpédition qui prit fin sur le ¢champ de bataille de Varna (144d)
représente assurément le dernier effort massif de I’Europe occidentale
pour venir (n aide a Empive byzantin agonisant!. Toutefois, mdéme
apros Péchee de cette tentative, Byzance ne sera pas complétement aban-
donnée. Jean de Hunedoara, devenu gouverneur de la Hongrie peu apreés
la mort du roi Ladislas & Varna, fera une nouvelle tentative de groupe-
ment des forces chrétiennes. Malheurcusement, ce grand capitaine ne
réussit o rassembler sous ses ¢lendards que peu de forces en dehors de
eelles dépendant directement de la couronne hongroise. Privée par ailleurs
du soutien du despote serhe George Brankoviteh, Parmde de Jean de Hune-
doara subi(, & Pautommne de Dannée 1S, une lourde défaite & Kosovo,
3 1 suite de laguelle Ta situation devint menagante tant pour la Hongrie
que pour I'Lurope occidentale toute enticre. En effet, depuis ce moment
et durant de longues anndes, les Tures furent libérés de toute erainte d'une
offensive déclenchée contre cux du Nord?2 Le dernier acte du drame de
PEmpire hyzantin ne tardera pas & s’accomplir, avee la prise de Constan-
tinople ¢n 11533

Les Valaques el les Moldaves ont-ils pris part & la bataille de Kosovo,
ce dernicr affrontement séricux avee les Tures avant la chute de Cons-
tantinople ? Cle probléme o préoccupé & maintes reprises nos historiens,

1 AL A, Vasiliey, Hisloire de IEmpire byzantin, vol. 11, Paris, 1932, p. 334; voir éga-
lement . . Panaitescu et N. Stoiceseu, La parlicipation des Roumains & lu bataille de Varna
(14:44), extrail de « Revue Roumaine d'Histoire », tome 1V (1965), n® 2, pp. 221-231.

2 flistoire du Mogen Age, tome 1N, 1¢ partie, L'Kurope orienladle de 1081 a 1453
(ouvrage colleetif),  Paris, 1945, p.o 308,

3 Voir le récent essai de S, Runciman, The fall of Constanlinople — 1433, Cambridge,
Universily Press, 1965, 256 p.: de méme, élude particuliérement ulile de Petre S. Nisturel,
Urmarile caderii Tarigredului peniru Biserica romdneascd [Les suiles de la chute de Constan-
tinople pour I'Eglise roumaine}, dans « Alitropolia Oltenici », N1¢ année (1959), n% 1-2,
pp. 456—73.

REV. ETUDES SUD-LST EURGP., Vi, 1, p. 8592, BUCAREST, 1968
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'Holstein n’en avait que 3000 d’e
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gdani mourut au moment culminant de son activité
politique au service de sa patrie. Indépendamment du fait que
son programme pour la libération de 1

'Albanie, en particulier de
la Kossove, du joug ottoman ne fut bas réalisé, et cela non par la
faute des forces albanaises, mais de la défaite des armées autri-
chiennes, il garda sa propre valeur historique pour l'avenir. Y furent
mis les fondements de ]a collaboration militante des albanais de dif-
férentes religions dans la lutte pour la liberté, qui servirent comme
une pierre fondamentale dans Thistoire future de I’Albanie. Ce fut
la un grand capital précieux politique et idéologique que Pjeter
Bogdani laissa aux générations futures, un capital que la Renais-
sance Nationale Albanaise fit sien, au point que I'on peut dire que
Pjeter Bogdani est,

de ce point de vue, dans toute sa splendeur
un ancien precurseur du mouvement albanais de la Renaissance
nationale albanaise,

—_—
65. Ibid. p; 42, b, Le général Veteran, le nouveau commandant du
front, qui arriva 4 Kosove en janvier 1690, revint i la politique de Picco-
lomini et chercha i renouveller le traité de I'alliance sur la base de 1la
plate-forme de P. Bogdani. Il réussit & faire quelque chose avec le proche’
collaborateur de Bogdani, Toma Raspasari et le neveu de Bogdani, Gjon,
la confiance était fortement éprouvée. Par ailleurs, le cours des
opérations militaires changea cette fois en faveur des armées ottomanes,
Selon linformation que contient la lettre de Iautre neveu de Pjeter Bog-
dani, Gijergj Bogdani,

adressée A la Congrégation, les armées ottomanes
htine, exhumeérent le corps d

€ son oncle et aprés
mitre sur la téte, le jetérent dans la place centrale de
la ville (il mio zio Pietro Bogdano. .. cavato dalig sepoltura e dato q pasto
e cibp de cani in mezzo Ia piazza

di Prischtina con g mitra in testa).
Arch, Congr. ASCG, vol. 54, nr. 2.
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