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KULAYB ibn-RABIAH, chieftain of the powerful banu-Taghlib*
in north-eastern Arabia (Vth cent.). At the head of a strong confedera-
tion, of tribes he defeated, according to tradition, the Kings of
Himyar* in the Battle of Khazaza and gained a dominant position in
South and Central Arabia. His arrogance and pride became prover-
bial. The saying: ‘Haughtier than Kulayb ibn-Rabi‘ah ... is still
heard to-day. To his indomitable temper Arabian legend and poetry
ascribed the outbreak of the so-called War of Bastis*, a forty-year feud
between the two kindred tribes of the banu-Taghlib and the banu-
Bakr*.
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and Tidikelt. In the ryth century, according to
al-‘Ayyashi, this evidently prosperous place was
ruled, through a governor, by the sultan of Wargla.
Its first contact with Europe was with Duveyrier in
1859. General de Gallifet reached it in 1873, and in
18¢1 a permanent garrison was installed. The local
Sha‘anba provided Laperrine with the first detach-
ments of the famous. méharistes with whose aid the
central Sahara was brought under French control.
Bibliography: In addition to references given
in EI' art. AL-GOLE£A, see J. Despois, L'Afrique du

Nord®, Paris 1964; idem and R. Raynal, Géo-

graphie de UAfrique du Nord-Ouest, Paris 1967;

Algerian Ministry of Information (Wizdrat al-

akhbdr), al-Fann al-mimdri al-Djazd’iri, Algiers-

Madrid 1970; up-to-date information is always

obtainable from the current edition of Hachette'’s

Guide blew on Algeria. On Kulay‘at Willan: Ibn

Khaldiin, Berbéres, ed. de Slane, i, 241; iv, 501.

2. Koléa, a small town of 35,000 inhabitants lying
46 km., by road, west of Algiers. Situated on the
landward side of the Sahil hills at a height of 130
metres, it offers a commanding view of the Mitidia
plain. Dating from the Ottoman period, it is said
to have been founded by Hasan Pasha, son of the
corsair Khayr al-Din’ (Barbarossa) [g.v.], around
1550. What is certain is that it was peopled by
Muslim refugees from Castile, Andalusia, and the
kingdom of Valencia, for whom the exceilent pros-
pects offered by its fertile cultivable land were the
main attraction. In the sources it is therefore refer-
red to as “Col de Mudechares™ (Mudechares being the
Spanish mudéjares from Ar. mudadidiandn). In
modern times Koléa’s attraction has been the tomb
and mosque of a holy man, Sidi Mubarak, who lived
in the 17th century. One of his descendants, Ibn
¢Allal b. Mubidrak (Ben Allal Ben Embarak), who
fell in the cause of the Algerian rebel ‘Abd al-Kadir
{q.v.} in 1843, is also buried there. ‘

Bibliography: Marmol, Descr. de Affrica,

Granada 1573, ii, 214; O. Dapper, Descr. de

PAfriqgue, Amsterdam 1686; C. Trumelet, Les

saints de U'Islam . . »E‘Les saints du Tell, Paris 1881.

(J. D. LatHAM)

KULAYB B. RABI‘A, a chief of the Banu

aghlib of the Islamic period, whose murder by
his brother-in-law Djassds b. Murra al-Shaybani
was the cause of a long and bloody war between
the two sister-tribes Taghlib and Bakr. [g.vv.] which
was known as “the war of Basis” {¢.v.]. His geneal-
ogy was: Kulayb b. Rabia b. al-Harith b. Murra b.
Zuhayr b. Diusham (Wiistenfeld, Geneal. Tabellen,
c. 22; Ibn al-Kalbi-Caskel, Tab. 164, where Murra
is not mentioned). Kulayb’s real name is said to
have been Wi’il, and the name of Kulayb (“little
dog”) to have given to him because of his habit of
taking a small dog with him and making it bark
by beating it in all the places which he wished to
reserve as his own private property; the people
who heard the barking of the dog refrained from
using the place. This story, the point of which, how-
ever, eludes us, is evidently a later invention: the
name Kulayb is frequently met with in Arab nomen-
clature and does not look like a surname.

Kulayb is represented as having all the charac-
teristic traits of the tyrant, of which the independent
and critical spirit of the Bedouins has always had a
profound horror; he is said to have been proclaimed
“king” {on the use of this title ¢f. Lammens, Le
bercean de Ulslam, Rome 1gry, 210) after the bril-
liant victory won at Khazdza over the united Yemeni
tribes and t» have ruled not only over Taghlib but

also over the Banidi Shayban, the most important
section of Bakr. After a short time, he is said to have
abused his power and to have usurped the rights of
hunting and of pasturage at the expense of his
subjects (the usurpation of the himd is the regular
grievance of the Bedouins against “tyrants”; the
same reproach was made against the caliph ‘Uthman).
Indeed, it was because the she-camel Sarib, be-
longing to a Tamimi woman al-Basiis or to one of
her clients of the tribe of Band Djarm, trespassed
upon the private property of Kulayb, that the latter
put her to death (or killed its young one and injured
the mother), and this act of violence was the cause
of his murder by Djassids, whose mother was the
sister of al-Basis.

The detalls of the story are given in our sources
with some variations, most of which are found as
early as the work of Ab@ ‘Ubayda who is, as is well
l:nown, the source of almost all our information on .
the ayydm al-*4rab {q.v.]. Certain features, especially
in the K. al-Aghdni, have been borrowed from Ibn
al-Kalbi, and the account of al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi
has also been preserved. It is evident that we are =~
no longer able to ascertain if the history of Kulayb .. ;
(and in general that of the war against Taghlib and
Bakr) contains a nucleus of historical truth along
with a mass of features undoubtedly legendary.
This is a problem which can only be solved in con-
nection with the general question of the historical
value of the whole of the traditions of the pre-Islamic
period. Considered by itself, the episode of Kulayb
has nothing improbable about it. We might be
tempted to recognise in it a fairly clear memory of
an attempt to form a political organisation among
Taghlib and Bakr of a kind superior to the ordinary
Bedouin tribes; the attempts, similar to that which
gave the royal crown to the chiefs of the tribe of
Kinda, must have.been suggested by the example
of the kingdom of the Lakhmids of al-Hira, not far
from which Taghlib and Bakr have their houses. The
story of the tyranny and the death of Kulayb must
have taken form at a very remote period; this is
evident from the verses of “Abbis b. Mirdas and of
al-Nabigha al-Dja‘di (both contemporary with the
beginning of Islam) given in our sources; in that of
al-Nibigha in particular, the history of the killing
of the camel is already told in detail. An allusion to
the power of Kulavb is found as early as the mualiaka
of the Taghlibi ‘Amr b. Kulthim {v. 65). We have,
moreover, contemporary documentary evidence of
the accounts relating to the fate of Kulayb in the
numerous allusions contained in the elegies on his
death, which were attributed to his brother Muhathil
(one of the earliest Arab poets; cf. Ibn Kutayba,
Shi‘r, ed. De Goeje, 164-6; Ibn Sallim, Tabakdt
al-shuara’, ed. Hell, 13 lines r1-16 etc.), but naturally
their authenticity is more than doubtful.

The story of the murder of Kulayb is developed
in a quite arbitrary fashion in the romance cycle of
the Bant Hilal (cf. Mittwoch, Proelia arabum
paganortm, Berlin 1899, 11).

Bibliography: In addition to the references in
the article AL-Bas(s, see Nakd’id, ed. Bevan,
gos-7; al-Mufaddal b. Salama, Fdkhir, ed. Storey,
76-8; al-Mufaddal al-Dabbi, dmthdl, I[stanbul
1300, 55-6; al-Maydani, Madima® al-amthal, 1310,
i, 254-5; Yakit, Buldan, ed. Wiistenfeld, i, 150-1.

(G. Levt DeLLA VIDA)

AL-KULAYNI (or aL-Kurini), ABO DJA‘FAR

UHAMMAD . Ya%0B B. Isgig aL-Razi,
Imami traditionist. He originated from a village
located 38 km. southwest of Rayy in the district of
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