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THE HUJRIDS AND THE NASRIDS IN ARABIA AND | ' i X SASANIAN
MESOPOTAMIA E % § : Abstah o EMPIRE
.. . . . C & | roman empiRE 4
. The Hujrids, Kinda, Ma‘add, Mudar, and the Himyarites 52 K= * Persepolis
g The relationship between Himyar and the Hujrid dynasty of Kinda % 8 = - LA\G
o has attracted comparison with that between the Jafnids and Rome = “zJ =3 « R i A
R and the Nasrids and the Sasanians, as a leadership group dependent ) % g
on a certain degree of state sponsors_hip.41 Tt is appropriate, however, N 8 MAADD
P to set some distarice between the Hujrids and Kinda, just as the .t = - L el
‘ Jafnids and Nasrids are to be set apart from Ghassan and Lakhm,as & = Mefeal ataml
444407 while the Hujrids seem to have originally come from Kinda, their ; 8
subsequent relationship with the Kinda tribe is unclear.*? Initially the { von
A 1 expansion of the kingdom of Saba had affected Kinda, but after Saba * QuRAYSH
Cheoeet was annexed in approximately 275 by Himyar, the Himyarites be-
came the dominant power in southern Arabia and slowly began to AR
(A 2ABL extend their authority northwards. This was probably done to coun- ) ,
teract Roman efforts to win influence in Arabia, and, on the basis of KINDA
extant inscriptions, the Himyarites were able to command the sup-
port of several Arab tribes from a relatively wide area, including
Kinda.*® Ry 509, an inscription from the fifth century from Ma’sal
al-Jumh, west of Riyid and very probably the centre of Himyarite *um
power in central Arabia,** celebrates an Himyarite expedition to the . ervioPia
‘and of Maadd’ and can be read, with the support of a Muslim = :
source, Tbn Habib, as reflecting the Himyarite installation of Hujr of Map 4. The Arabian peninsula, after C. Robin, ‘Les Arabes de Himyar, des
Kinda over the Ma'add group of Arabs.* It seems that this action «Romains» et des Perses (m*-vi® siécles de l'ére chrétienne)’, Semitica et
towards Ma‘add (whose territory may have spanned central Arabia, Classica 1 (2008), 168, indicating major setflements and presumed areas of
north of Riyéc_l“) was part of the wider attempt to gain influence in tribal activity, Note the proximity of Axum to Himyar.
t}l;e . desirt s of alA{abla. (tsiee Mapl IZ) f:hfter A;h ]eJ mlfd éilfthhice}r&turc){, and the littoral’ as part of their kingdom.47 Kinda appears in such
fimyarite royal inscriptions include ‘the Arabs of the TgHanas inscriptions, taking part in military operations in the Arabian
desert. In Ry 510 (ap 521), for example, they are included in a
o _ military mission against the Nasrid leader al-Mundhir in Mesopo-
a gh,;‘de{iﬁ'ﬁ ({{ Kg‘dgiifg - tamia, alongside other auxiliaries.*®
‘” Ibc;d%m; id, ‘;oeysau:né Hg;;'rd’e},ggés-ﬁ. While Kinda appear as an ally of Himyar, the Flujrids scem to have
* Rabin, ‘Les Arabes de Himyar', 187. been used by the rulers of Flimyar primarily to control not Kinda, but
Ry 509 = G. Ryckmans, ‘Inscriptions sud-Arabes (dixitme série)’, Le Muséon, 66 Ma‘add, an Arab group in northern and central Arabia with whom they
(1953), 267-317, at 303-7; Ibn Habib, Kitab al-mithabbar, 368; Hoyland, Arabia, 4%
Robin, ‘Royaume Hujride’, 692; M. Zwettler, ‘Ma'add in late-ancient Arabian epigraphy
and other pre-Islamic sources’, WZKM 90 (2000), 223309, at 244-5. 47 Tbid. 171-3.
46 Robin, ‘Les Arabes de Himyar', 168. » 48 Ibid, 173; Ry 510 = Ryckmans, ‘Inscriptions’, 307-10.
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