the Bursa of Bayezid Han and Emir Sultan”, Dimensions of Transformation in
the Ottoman Empire from the Late Medieval Age to Modernity: In Memory of

Fatih Bayram, “Ttrbedar of the Ottoman Sultans: Sevki Celebi's Nostalgia for
Metin Kunt, Leiden. E. J. Brill, 2021. s. 149-164. ISAM DN. 293221..
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Anatolian principalities, he was a saviour. Following Bayezid's 1398 invasion of
the Karamanid principality, the Karamanids perceived Timur as their liberator
from Ottoman rule.#! Perhaps, not surprisingly, the Karamanid dervishes also
took Timur’s side against Bayezid. For instance, a Karamanid sheikh, Seyyid
Ali Semerkandi (d.860/1455-56), is said to have asked one of his disciples,
Evhadiiddin-i Horasani, to help Timur against Bayezid 1.2

Fifteenth-century Ottoman historians disapproved both of Bayezid 's mar-
riage to a Serbian princess, Despina Hatun’ (Olivera Despina Lazarevic), and of
his drinking habits.*3 According to other historians, however, Bayezid was “not
corrupt and did not consume wine” and was a true ghazi.** $evki’s approach to
Bayezid was closer to the latter position.

As Sevki saw it, there was not much difference between his world and that of
Bayezid 1, who built the first dervish lodge in honour of K4zer(ini and $ehzade
Bayezid, the son of Silleyman the Magnificent, to whom he presented the
Mendkib-t Emir Sultan. In the 1550s, Sehzade Bayezid and his brother Selim
were competing candidates to succeed their father to the Ottoman throne.
Sevki thought that Bayezid deserved to be the sultan of the Ottoman throne
(sezdvdr-t tdc u taht),*S especially since his contemporaries regarded him as
a “pious, generous and benevolent governor”#6 In fact, when he was serving
as governor of Kiitahya, he was surrounded by the scholars and poets of the
time#” and Sevki may well have visited him there at that time. In $evki’s words,

41 For more information about the Karamanids' view of Timur, see Fatih Bayram,
“Zaviye-Khankéhs and -Religious Orders in the Province of Karaman: The Seljukid,
Karamanoglu and the Ottoman Periods, 1200-1512" (Ph.D. dissertation, Bilkent University,
2008), 160-2.

42 “Hazret-i Kutb [Seyyid Ali Semerkandi] beni ... nusret-i cityfis lndmetine kodu.... Hattd
Timdr Sultdn Yildirmr1 ahz eyledi ki Timfir HAn'in nusretine me'mdl olmugdum’. See
Seyyid Nizam Bedahsi, Mendkub-i Seyyid Ali Semerkand, fol. g7a, Ms 4603, Hact Mahmud
Efendi, sk. For more information about Seyyid Ali Semerkandi and his works, see Fatih
Bayram, “Timur Istilasma Beylikler Diinyasindan Balag: Karaman Diyar’nda Cennet
Baheleri”, in Prof Dr Erdogan Mergile Armagan, eds. Emine Uyumaz, Muharrem Kesik,
Aydin Usta et al. (Istanbul: Bilge Kiiltiir Sanat, 2013), 308-16.

43  Darling, “Reformulating”, 41.

44  Darling, “Reformulating’, 43.

45  Baba, “Menikib1 Emir Sultan ¢, 14-16. One of the poets who sought the patronage of
Sehzade Bayezid was Emre, who used similar words to praise Bayezid: “$ah-1 ‘4dil
kém-bahsg i dest-gir/Layik-1 tAc u sezd olur serir”. See Filiz Kilig, Sehzade Bayezid "SGht,
Hayatt ve Divaru (Ankara: Kiiltiir Bakanhig Yayimlar, 2000}, 35.

46 Halil Inaleik, “Sen Olasan Kaleme Itibar Igiin Himi: Fuzfli ve Patronaf’, in Cultural
Horizons: A Festschrift in honor of Talat S, Halman, edited by Jayne L. Warner (Syracuse,
NY: Syracuse University Press, 2001), 310.

47 Serafettin Turan, “Bayezid, $ehzide (6. 969/1562)", D14 5, 231
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Prince Bayezid was far more generous than Hatim et-T4’1.48 Similarly, Bayezid's

Justice was much like that of the Sasanian emperor Khosrow 1 Anushirvan
(Cihanda ‘adl ile Nasirevandur).*

Sevki saw both Sehzade Bayezid and Emir Sultan as representing the gate
of felicity. According to a story about Emir’s spiritual successor (halffe), Seyh
Sinan, he reached “the gate of felicity” when he found the house of his future
sheikh in Bursa.50

There is an interesting story in Emir Sultan’s menékib about his marriage to
Bayezid 1's daughter, in which two subjects ~ a dream and a ghaza (a military
expedition to promote Islam) - feature. Bayezid’s daughter had a dream that
led to her decision to marry Emir Sultan. At that time, Bayezid 1 was engaged
in a ghaza. When Bayezid heard the news of this marriage he became very
angry5! According to the story, he sent his vizier Siileyman Pasha to punish
Emir Sultan.5> However, all the vizier's attempts to punish Emir Sultan proved
futile. Eventually, the sultan regretted what he did to prevent the marriage.53

It was the kad: of Bursa, Molla Fenéri, who persuaded the sultan to accept the
inevitable.54

2 Hagiography of Ebii Ishak-1 Kazertni (Mendkib-cEbil
Ishde Kiserini) —

As far as we know, ;evki undertook the first Turkish translation of the Persian
hagiography of Ebii ishak-1 KAzerfini. The translation is not an exact one, since
Sevki left out some parts of the Persian version titled Ferdous al-MorSediyya,

which is in turn a translation by Mahmiad bin ‘Uthman of an original
Arabic text.

48  ‘Seb&da Hatem-i T#1 bendesidiir ~ ‘Atd itmekde halk efkendesidiir”. Sevki, Mendfub-¢
Emir Sultén, fol. sb. S

49 Sevld, Mendkib-t Emir Sultdn, fol. 6a.

50 "Bir kapuya irdiik. Ne kapu! Der-i deviet ve dsitdne-i sa'adet imis". §evki, Mendkib-1 Emir
Sultin, fol. 34a. ‘

51 “Yildirm Bdyezid Hén ziyéde gazib idi, dirler’. Baba, “Menékib-1 Emir Sultan” 77

52  Silleyman Pasha was criticized for his severity and merciless behaviour. léor 'example
“when this news reached Siilleyman Pasha, it did not soften his heart, being harder than’
stone and firmer than iron" (Bu haber Siileyman Pasa’ya vard.. Tagdan katt ve demiirden
muhkem gonline eser itmedi). See Baba, “Menékib-1 Emir Sultan’, 85-6,

53  “Yidirim Padisah itdiigi fiile neddmet idiib pesiman olub istigfar itdi", Baba, “Menakib-1
Emir Sultan’, 8. ’

54  Considering Emir Sultan’s sayyid status, Molla Fenari thought that his marriage to
Bayezid's daughter was a divine blessing to the Ottoman house: “Bir hiimd-y: deviet ve
hiimd-y: saddetdilr kim bagumuza kondy”. Baba, “Menakib-1 Emir Sultar’, gz.



